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Karl Adam, one of the greatest of living theologians, was born in Bavaria in 1876, one of a familyKarl Adam, one of the greatest of living theologians, was born in Bavaria in 1876, one of a family
of ten. He of ten. He received his edcation at the !lassical received his edcation at the !lassical "ymnasim at Amb"ymnasim at Ambrg# the $hiloso%hical andrg# the $hiloso%hical and
&heologi&heological 'eminary at (egensbrg# and received his )octorate at the *niversity of cal 'eminary at (egensbrg# and received his )octorate at the *niversity of +nich in+nich in
1-. He was ordained to the 1-. He was ordained to the %riesthoo%riesthood in 1-- and d in 1-- and s%ent the following two years doing %arishs%ent the following two years doing %arish
wor/. His scholarly and theological interests soon became a%%arent and it was to this field thatwor/. His scholarly and theological interests soon became a%%arent and it was to this field that
he natrally trned. 0n these early years his writing was s%ecialied and was concentrated onhe natrally trned. 0n these early years his writing was s%ecialied and was concentrated on
the history of dogma. &hese earlier s%ecialied wor/s have never been translated bt havethe history of dogma. &hese earlier s%ecialied wor/s have never been translated bt have
been described by scholars in the field as otstanding.been described by scholars in the field as otstanding.

0n 112 he became a %rofessor at +nich and two years later assmed the !hair of +oral0n 112 he became a %rofessor at +nich and two years later assmed the !hair of +oral
&heology at 'trasborg. 0n 11 he went to the *niversity of &ebingen to ta/e over the !hair of&heology at 'trasborg. 0n 11 he went to the *niversity of &ebingen to ta/e over the !hair of
)ogmatic &heology. 0t was at &ebingen that he delivered the famos lectres on the !hrch)ogmatic &heology. 0t was at &ebingen that he delivered the famos lectres on the !hrch
which broght him world3wide fame. He is also considered an otstanding athority of thewhich broght him world3wide fame. He is also considered an otstanding athority of the
theology of 't. Agstine and is /nown for his great love for tradition and the Fathers of thetheology of 't. Agstine and is /nown for his great love for tradition and the Fathers of the
!hrch.!hrch.

His eminent %osition in the field of theology has been recognied for many years bt hisHis eminent %osition in the field of theology has been recognied for many years bt his
nswerving fidelinswerving fidelity to ty to his beliefs has often led him his beliefs has often led him into great difficlties. into great difficlties. A man of great dynamicA man of great dynamic
forcforce e and %ersoand %ersonalinalityty, , his style his style ca%tca%tivativates es reareaderders s and listeneand listeners rs ali/ali/e, e, bt any bt any atteattem%t tom%t to
com%romise or transmte his faith reslts in a forcefl roar of %rotest.com%romise or transmte his faith reslts in a forcefl roar of %rotest.

0n 0n 1414  his his inteintegrigrity ty com%com%elleelled d him to him to deldeliver an iver an otsots%o/e%o/en n dendennciatnciation of ion of the so3callthe so3calleded
"erman religion in an address on 5&he ternal !hrist5 which led him into difficlties with the"erman religion in an address on 5&he ternal !hrist5 which led him into difficlties with the
ai governmentai government. He . He was threatened with %hysical harm, his hose was riddled with bllets, hiswas threatened with %hysical harm, his hose was riddled with bllets, his
life was threatened and his right to lectre was denied him. 'o strong were the feelings that helife was threatened and his right to lectre was denied him. 'o strong were the feelings that he
arosed that he was forced to flee to the Bisho% of (ottenbrg for %rotection. )es%ite all scharosed that he was forced to flee to the Bisho% of (ottenbrg for %rotection. )es%ite all sch
threats and attem%ts at intimidation he steadfastly clng to his threats and attem%ts at intimidation he steadfastly clng to his %osition, refsing to com%romise%osition, refsing to com%romise
what he believed were basic trths.what he believed were basic trths.
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His writings have all revolved arond the necessity for an nderstandHis writings have all revolved arond the necessity for an nderstanding of or relationshi% withing of or relationshi% with
!hrist Himself with %articlar stress on the doctrine of the +ystical Body. He feels strongly that!hrist Himself with %articlar stress on the doctrine of the +ystical Body. He feels strongly that
the doctrine of the +ystical Body is %articlarly sitable to the %roblems of or modern day,the doctrine of the +ystical Body is %articlarly sitable to the %roblems of or modern day,
when man/ind is des%erately see/ing a %rinci%le of nity. He constantly stresses this a%%roachwhen man/ind is des%erately see/ing a %rinci%le of nity. He constantly stresses this a%%roach
for a soltion of world %roblems and st as categorically condemns man/ind9s reliance onfor a soltion of world %roblems and st as categorically condemns man/ind9s reliance on
%rely hman or material bonds of nity.%rely hman or material bonds of nity.

0t is this stress %on the common meeting %lace of all man/ind which has reslted in his strong0t is this stress %on the common meeting %lace of all man/ind which has reslted in his strong
a%%eal to non3!atholics. For years he has been tremendosly interested in and has beena%%eal to non3!atholics. For years he has been tremendosly interested in and has been
wor/ing tirelessly for a nion of !hristian faiths in one faith. &his theme rns throgh all of hiswor/ing tirelessly for a nion of !hristian faiths in one faith. &his theme rns throgh all of his
boo/boo/s. s. ven his ven his earlearlier limited wor/s ier limited wor/s sch as sch as 5&5&ertertllianllian9s 9s !onc!once%tie%tion on of of the !hrchthe !hrch5 5 andand
5charistic &eaching of 't. Agstine5 reflected this concern. His later boo/s, 5!hrist :r5charistic &eaching of 't. Agstine5 reflected this concern. His later boo/s, 5!hrist :r
Brother,5 5&he 'on of "od,5 5&he '%irit of !atholicism5 and 5:ne And Holy5 were increasinglyBrother,5 5&he 'on of "od,5 5&he '%irit of !atholicism5 and 5:ne And Holy5 were increasingly
%reocc%ied with this all im%ortant %hase of man9s life on earth.%reocc%ied with this all im%ortant %hase of man9s life on earth.

:f all his boo/s 5&he '%irit of !atholicism5 has %robably been his most inflential. :riginally:f all his boo/s 5&he '%irit of !atholicism5 has %robably been his most inflential. :riginally
%blished in "ermany in 1;, it has been translated into French, '%anish, nglish, 0talian,%blished in "ermany in 1;, it has been translated into French, '%anish, nglish, 0talian,
$ortgese, $olish, )tch, Hngarian, <atin, !hinese and =a%anese. 'ince %blication in the$ortgese, $olish, )tch, Hngarian, <atin, !hinese and =a%anese. 'ince %blication in the
*nited 'tates it has a%%eared in eleven %rintings.*nited 'tates it has a%%eared in eleven %rintings.

5&h5&he e '%i'%iririt t :f :f !a!athotholiclicismism5 5 was was wriwrittetten n to to %ro%rovidvide e a a calcalm, m, didis%as%assissiononateate, , clecleararly ly wriwrittettenn
consideration of the fndamental conce%ts of the !atholic faith which wold e>%lain to all,consideration of the fndamental conce%ts of the !atholic faith which wold e>%lain to all,
!atholic and non3!atholic ali/e, e>actly what the !atholic !hrch is. Karl Adam has brilliantly!atholic and non3!atholic ali/e, e>actly what the !atholic !hrch is. Karl Adam has brilliantly
scceeded in achieving his %r%ose and 5&he '%irit of !atholicism5 now stands as one of thescceeded in achieving his %r%ose and 5&he '%irit of !atholicism5 now stands as one of the
finest introdctions to the !atholic faith written in this centry.finest introdctions to the !atholic faith written in this centry.

ANALYTICAL CONTENTSANALYTICAL CONTENTS

Chapter I: IntroductoryChapter I: Introductory

An investigation into the fundameAn investigation into the fundamental nature of an infinitely various yet unitaryntal nature of an infinitely various yet unitary

 thing.  thing. Not Not to to be be achieved achieved without without genuine genuine sympathy sympathy and and Catholic Catholic experience.experience.

ReRemamarkrkabable le prpresesenenttdaday y inintetererest st in in CaCaththololicicisism. m. !w!wo o rereasasonons s fofor r itit: : ththee

imposing fact of the Church" the moral and intellectual needs of the modernimposing fact of the Church" the moral and intellectual needs of the modern

maman. n. InInflflueuentntiaial l #r#rototesestatant nt wrwrititerers s plpleaead d fofor r a a bebettetter r unundedersrstatandndining g ofof

Catholicism. Aim of this book to proCatholicism. Aim of this book to promote this understandmote this understanding" in all truthfulnessing" in all truthfulness

and charity.and charity.

Chapter II: Christ in the ChurchChapter II: Christ in the Church

IntIntimaimate te uniunion on of of the the ChChurcurch h witwith h ChChrisrist. t. $a$anifnifestested ed in in her dogmher dogma a whwhichich

centers round Chrcenters round Christ" in her moral teaching which aims at making men like toist" in her moral teaching which aims at making men like to

Christ" in her worship which is performed through Christ. !he sacraments"Christ" in her worship which is performed through Christ. !he sacraments"

espeespeciallcially y the %acrthe %acramenament t of the of the AltarAltar" a " a worworking of king of ChrChrist among &is people.ist among &is people.

!he same union of the Church with Chr!he same union of the Church with Christ shown in her pastoral and teachinist shown in her pastoral and teachingg

officoffice" e" in in her sacramher sacramentaental l doctrdoctrineine" " in her in her discidisciplinplinary authoriary authority. ty. !he whole!he whole

structure permeated and bound together by Christ.structure permeated and bound together by Christ.

Chapter III : !he Church the 'ody of ChristChapter III : !he Church the 'ody of Christ
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!h!he e ChChurcurch h nonot t mermerely ely an an ininvisvisiblible e kinkingdogdom" m" but but alsalso o a a visvisiblible e comcommunmunityity..

(undame(undamental importance of the community idea. !he solidarity of ntal importance of the community idea. !he solidarity of mankind inmankind in

sin and in redemption a basic conceptiosin and in redemption a basic conception of Christianity. !he organism of then of Christianity. !he organism of the

Church represenChurch represents and enforces that solidarity. A unitary organism with innerts and enforces that solidarity. A unitary organism with inner

differentiation of functiodifferentiation of function. And possessing" of necessity" a visible expression ofn. And possessing" of necessity" a visible expression of

its unity" a its unity" a visibvisible head. )ssentiale head. )ssential l charcharacter of acter of papapapal l and episcoand episcopal authorpal authorityity

*b+ections to it on the ground tha*b+ections to it on the ground that it is inconsistent with our ,ort it is inconsistent with our ,ord-s teaching.d-s teaching.

In reality a service of the In reality a service of the community in &is name.community in &is name.

Chapter I: !hrough the Church to ChristChapter I: !hrough the Church to Christ

!he genesis of Catholic faith. !hr!he genesis of Catholic faith. !hree cardinal points: /od" Chree cardinal points: /od" Christ" the Church.ist" the Church.

!he existe!he existence of nce of /od disce/od discernibrnible by le by natunatural reasoral reason" but n" but &is love to &is love to be learntbe learnt

only from revelation. (ull faith in /od attained by faith in Christ. &ow is faithonly from revelation. (ull faith in /od attained by faith in Christ. &ow is faith

in in ChrChrist ist attattainained0 ed0 !h!he e apapostostles les attattainained ed it it prepreparparatoatorilrily y by by &i&is s perpersonsonalal

 teaching"  teaching" fulfillingly fulfillingly by by the the #entecostal #entecostal gift gift of of the the &oly &oly %pirit. %pirit. %o %o we we also:also:

preppreparataratorily by orily by the teachinthe teaching g of &is of &is livinliving" apostolig" apostolic c ChurChurch" fulfillinch" fulfillingly by gly by thethe

operation of &is grace. Nooperation of &is grace. Not from lifeless records" but from the living witness oft from lifeless records" but from the living witness of

a living organism sustained and anima living organism sustained and animated by &im" from immediate contact withated by &im" from immediate contact with

Christ living in &is ChurchChrist living in &is Church. Christianity more than a system of thought: a living. Christianity more than a system of thought: a living

stream of divine life flowing out from Christ and beastream of divine life flowing out from Christ and bearing &is truth and &is life"ring &is truth and &is life"

pure and uncontaminated" down the centuries.pure and uncontaminated" down the centuries.

Chapter : !he (oundation of the Church in the ,ight of the !eaching of 1esusChapter : !he (oundation of the Church in the ,ight of the !eaching of 1esus

2a2as s ththe e ChChururch ch fofounundeded d by by ChChririst st &i&imsmselelf" f" or or is is it it ththe e crcreaeatition on of of &i&iss

discdisciplesiples0 0 !he ob+ectio!he ob+ection" n" that our that our ,ord,ord-s -s attitattitude towardude towards s 1ew1ewish religion andish religion and

ececclclesesiaiaststicical al auauththororitity y is is inincoconsnsisistetent nt wiwith th &i&is s fofounundadatition on of of a a ChChururchch""

scientifically untenable. !he ob+ectionscientifically untenable. !he ob+ections of the s of the eschatological school. )xameschatological school. )xaminationination

of of our ,ord-s teachinour ,ord-s teaching g concconcernerning the ing the comicoming ng of of the 3ingdom and concerthe 3ingdom and concerningning

 the end of  the end of the world. Cthe world. Chronologihronological misconcecal misconceptions of somptions of some of &is disce of &is disciples. !heiples. !he

plain teaching of &is parables. !hplain teaching of &is parables. !he foundation of the Church in the direct linee foundation of the Church in the direct line

of of &is &is thothoughught: t: a a ChChurcurch h in in grgradadual ual prproceocess ss totowarwards ds perperfecfectiotion n and everand ever

ordinated towards a supernatural and otherworldly goal.ordinated towards a supernatural and otherworldly goal.

Chapter I: !he Church and #eterChapter I: !he Church and #eter

%pecial positio%pecial position of %t. #eter among the twelve attested non of %t. #eter among the twelve attested not only by the history oft only by the history of

 the primitive community" but by the witness of  the primitive community" but by the witness of %t. #aul. 4nsatisfactory theories%t. #aul. 4nsatisfactory theories

advanced in explanation of this preeminencadvanced in explanation of this preeminence. !he allsufficient explanation toe. !he allsufficient explanation to

 be  be found found in in $atthew $atthew 5I" 5I" 6768. 6768. !his !his passage passage no no Roman Roman forgery forgery or or antianti

#auline interpol#auline interpolation. %ignificancation. %ignificance of its e of its details" especially of %imon-s new namedetails" especially of %imon-s new name

with its with its immimmediaediate and te and univuniversaersal l succesuccess. Certain that he ss. Certain that he was given a was given a specspecialial

autauthorhority ity by by ChChrisrist t &im&imselself. f. 'ut 'ut doedoes s thithis s apapperpertaitain n to to his his sucsuccescessorsors0 s0 !h!hee

divine intentiodivine intentions of our ,ord" the witness of history. !he Church based on #eterns of our ,ord" the witness of history. !he Church based on #eter
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 the only guardian of genuine faith in Christ and the only hope for our

civili9ation.

Chapter II: !he Communion of %aints

!he meaning of the doctrine. !he threefold Church: the Church $ilitant" the

Church %uffering and the doctrine of #urgatory" the Church !riumphant. !he

 life of the saints in heaven one of infinite variety and fruitfulness. !hey co

operate effectively with the &ead in the organic life of the 'ody of Christ.

ariety of type and of glory. !he special privilege and incomparable sanctity of

$ary the $other of /od.

Chapter III: !he Communion of %aints

!hree vital movements within the Communion of %aints. 6; !he communion of

 the Church !riumphant and $ilitant: veneration of the saints" their intercession

for us and application of their merits to us" the doctrine of indulgences. <;

Communion of the Church %uffering and $ilitant: prayers and masses for the

dead. 7; Communion of the members of the Church $ilitant among themselves:

in the priesthood of Christ" in prayer" in faith and the influence of this

communion on the development of doctrine;" in love.

Chapter I5: !he Catholicity of the Church

!he catholicity of the Church follows from her essential nature" and is based not

only on the express in+unction of our ,ord but on the universal spirit which is

manifest in &is teaching. (alsity of the view which maintains that &e had no

universal aim. !he Church of her nature international and supranational. &er

external catholicity based upon her internal catholicity which is manifested in

 two ways: in a complete acceptance of the full revelation of scripture and

 tradition" and in a complete acceptance and understanding of human nature.

Reverencing the body and defending human reason" she provides for the whole

man. (inally" she treasures all genuine values wherever they are to be found.

Chapter 5: !he Church Necessary for %alvation

)xclusiveness of the Church inevitable and a primitive conviction crystalli9ed in

%t. Cyprian-s sentence: *utside the Church no salvation. Necessity of this

exclusiveness to protect her being. !he sentence not aimed at nonCatholic

individuals" nor an un=ualified denunciation of nonCatholic communions.

Church-s belief in the validity of nonCatholic baptism and schismatical orders.

&er belief also in nonCatholic piety and even sanctity. #agans and the baptism

of desire. No bounds to the operation of the grace of Christ. !rue meaning of

 the sentence" from the theological standpoint and the psychological. #ersecution

of heretics not to be attributed to the Church as such" but to the political temper





THE SPIRIT OF CATHOLICISM Karl Adam 5

and mental outlook of an age" and now forbidden by the canon law. 'onafide

nonCatholic a member of the soul of the Church. !he invisible union of all true

Christians must some day be a visible union.

Chapter 5I: !he %acramental Action of the Church

#urpose of the Church the sanctification of men. !his the work of grace" and

 therefore her chief duty the sacramental mediation of grace. $an not purely

passive" but must cooperate with grace. &is +ustification at the same time his

sanctification" and the product the new man of supernatural charity. &e has to

grow continually in grace" and he may still fall from grace. !his doctrine not

responsible for the malady of scrupulosity. !he seven sacraments give the

Catholic a real and immediate experience of /od-s action. >eep influence in

Catholic piety of the $ass" of the Real #resence" of the practice of Confession.

%kill with which the Church employs these sacramental realities" especially in

associating them with the regular course of human life. )xtends her sanctifying

action to the whole framework of human life and pursues a constant effort to

 bring /od down to men.

Chapter 5II: !he )ducative Action of the Church

!he Church has to raise men to /od by her teaching and moral discipline.

(undamental means to this end is her divine authority. Relation of authority to

 the individual conscience. #ossibility of serious conflict. #aramount rights of

conscience" in and through which authority must work. %econd great means the

otherworldliness of her teaching. #roduces a special Catholic temper"

detachment from the world and asceticism" yet no denial of natural values. !rue

meaning of asceticism. Celibacy and the monastic life. !he comprehensive ideal

of the Church the man of perfect love. )ffects of her work on her children.

Chapter 5III : Catholicism in Its Actuality

!he reality at variance with the ideal. In the first place man cannot ade=uately

conceive and represent /od" and the divine must necessarily suffer in its

incarnation. !he medieval In=uisition" the persecution of witches" corruption in

 head and members. In the second place there is the conflict between authority

and human liberty" and between the claims of personality and the claims of the

community. !hirdly there is the conflict between piety and formalism. !hese

difficulties find their solution in Catholic eschatology. !he Church of this world

necessarily imperfect" yet the gates of hell will not prevail against it and truth

will always ultimately triumph. !he Church too has to struggle for the crown.

/od permits so much weakness out of &is very goodness. ,ove of the Catholic

for his Church.
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Chapter I: Introdutor!

"The truth shall ma#e !ou $ree" %&ohn '((() *+,-

.hat (s Cathol((sm/ 0! that 1uest(on 2e do not merel! as# 2hat (s that harater(st( 1ual(t!
2h(h d(st(n3u(shes Cathol((sm $rom other $orms o$ Chr(st(an(t!4 2e 3o deeper than that) and
see# to d(so'er 2hat (s (ts 3o'ern(n3 (dea and 2hat are the $ores set (n mot(on 5! th(s (dea- .e
as# 2hat (s the s(n3le 5as( thou3ht) 2hat (s the essent(al $orm that 3('es l($e to the 3reat
struture 2h(h 2e all Cathol((sm/ Re3arded $rom the outs(de Cathol((sm has the appearane
o$ a on$used mass o$ on$l(t(n3 $ores) o$ an unnatural s!nthes(s) o$ a m(6ture o$ $ore(3n) na!
ontrad(tor!) elements- And $or that reason there ha'e 5een those 2ho ha'e alled (t a omple6
o$ oppos(tes- The rel(3(ous h(stor(an) He(ler) 5el(e'es that he an d(sern as man! as se'en
essent(all! d($$erent strata (n a ross7set(on o$ th(s 'ast struture-89 So enormousl! r(h and
man($old and on$l(t(n3 do the part(ular elements o$ Cathol((sm seem to the student o$
omparat('e rel(3(on) that he supposes that he must at the outset d(sard the not(on o$ an or3an(
de'elopment o$ a pr(m(t('e Chr(st(an(t! 2h(h 2as planted 5! Chr(st H(msel$) and must re3ard
Cathol((sm as the oalesene o$ e'an3el(al and non7e'an3el(al elements) o$ &e2(sh and
heathen and pr(m(t('e onst(tuents) as a 'ast s!nret(sm 2h(h has s(mpl! ta#en up (nto (tsel$ all
those rel(3(ous $orms (n 2h(h men ha'e e'er e6pressed the(r rel(3(ous str('(n3 and hope) and
has $used them to3ether (nto a un(t!- And so) $or the rel(3(ous h(stor(an) Cathol((sm 5eomes a
m(roosm o$ the 2orld o$ rel(3(on-8+

.e Cathol(s do not 1uarrel 2(th the methods o$ the rel(3(ous h(stor(an) so lon3 as he #eeps
2(th(n h(s proper l(m(ts) 2(th(n the l(m(ts o$ h(stor(al data and pro'ed h(stor(al $at) and so
lon3 as he does not la(m (n h(s lass($(at(on o$ rel(3(ous t!pes to pass de(s('e ;ud3ment upon
the essent(al nature o$ the rel(3(ous struture 2h(h he has under e6am(nat(on- .e Cathol(s
a#no2led3e read(l!) 2(thout an! shame) na! 2(th pr(de) that Cathol((sm annot 5e (dent($(ed
s(mpl! and 2holl! 2(th pr(m(t('e Chr(st(an(t!) nor e'en 2(th the <ospel o$ Chr(st) (n the same
2a! that the 3reat oa# annot 5e (dent($(ed 2(th the t(n! aorn- There (s no mehan(al (dent(t!)

 5ut an or3an( (dent(t!- And 2e 3o $urther and sa! that thousands o$ !ears hene Cathol((sm
2(ll pro5a5l! 5e e'en r(her) more lu6ur(ant) more man($old (n do3ma) morals) la2 and 2orsh(p
than the Cathol((sm o$ the present da!- A rel(3(ous h(stor(an o$ the $($th m(llenn(um A-=- 2(ll
2(thout d($$(ult! d(so'er (n Cathol((sm onept(ons and $orms and prat(es 2h(h der('e
$rom Ind(a) Ch(na and &apan) and he 2(ll ha'e to reo3n(>e a $ar more o5'(ous omple6 o$
oppos(tes-" It (s 1u(te true) Cathol((sm (s a un(on o$ ontrar(es- 0ut ontrar(es are not
ontrad(tor(es- .here'er there (s l($e) there !ou must ha'e on$l(t and ontrar!- E'en (n purel!

 5(5l(al Chr(st(an(t!) and espe(all! (n Old Testament rel(3(on) these on$l(ts and ontrar(es
ma! 5e o5ser'ed- For onl! so (s there 3ro2th and the ont(nual emer3ene o$ ne2 $orms- The
<ospel o$ Chr(st 2ould ha'e 5een no l('(n3 3ospel) and the seed 2h(h He sattered no l('(n3
seed) ($ (t had rema(ned e'er the t(n! seed o$ A-=- **) and had not stru# root) and had not
ass(m(lated $ore(3n matter) and had not 5! the help o$ th(s $ore(3n matter 3ro2n up (nto a tree)
so that the 5(rds o$ the a(r d2ell (n (ts 5ranhes- So 2e are $ar $rom 5e3rud3(n3 the rel(3(ous
h(stor(an the pleasure o$ read(n3 o$$ the (nner 3ro2th o$ Cathol((sm 5! means o$ the annual
r(n3s o$ (ts trun#) and o$ spe($!(n3 all those elements 2h(h (ts l('(n3 $ore has appropr(ated
$rom $ore(3n soures- 0ut 2e re$use to see (n these elements thus enumerated the essene o$
Cathol((sm) or e'en to 3rant that the! are "strutural elements o$ Cathol((sm" (n the sense that
Cathol((sm d(d not ah(e'e h(stor(al (mportane sa'e throu3h them- For the Cathol( (s
(nt(matel! ons(ous that Cathol((sm (s e'er the same) !esterda! and to7da!) that (ts essent(al
nature 2as alread! present and man($est 2hen (t 5e3an (ts ;ourne! throu3h the 2orld) that Chr(st
H(msel$ 5reathed (nto (t the 5reath o$ l($e) and that He H(msel$ at the same t(me 3a'e the !oun3
or3an(sm those 3erm(nal apt(tudes 2h(h ha'e un$olded themsel'es (n the ourse o$ the
entur(es (n re3ular adaptat(on to the needs and re1u(rements o$ (ts en'(ronment- Cathol((sm
reo3n(>es (n (tsel$ no element that (s (n2ardl! $ore(3n to (t) that (s not (tsel$) that does not
der('e $rom (ts or(3(nal nature-





THE SPIRIT OF CATHOLICISM Karl Adam 7

And so) 2(th th(s ons(ousness) Cathol((sm $(nds (n7ade1uate all those desr(pt(ons o$ (ts
essent(al nature 2h(h are 5ased merel! on the stud! o$ omparat('e rel(3(on- For suh
desr(pt(ons are super$((al) the! touh onl! the hem o$ (ts 3arment- The! are (n some sort l(#e
the na('e) h(ld(sh) not to sa! s(ll! onept(ons o$ erta(n heated ontro'ers(al(sts) $or 2hom
Cathol((sm (s lust o$ po2er) sa(nt72orsh(p and ";esu(tr!-" Suh people ha'e not d(serned that
deep soure 2hene (ts l($e (n all (ts man($estat(ons $lo2s $orth) and 2h(h 3('es the 2hole an
or3an( un(t!- "He has the parts 2(th(n h(s hand) 5ut not) ala#? the sp(r(t 5and-"8* The attempt
o$ the rel(3(ous h(stor(an (s at (ts 5est l(#e an attempt to e6pla(n the l($e o$ a l('(n3 ell 5! mere
enumerat(on o$ all the mater(al that $orms (t- To desr(5e a th(n3 (s not to e6pla(n ( t $ull!- And so
th(s purel! desr(pt('e researh alls $or someth(n3 5e!ond (tsel$) $or a s(ent($( (n'est(3at(on
(nto the essent(al nature o$ Cathol((sm-

The Cathol( o$ a l('(n3 $a(th) and he alone) an ma#e th(s (n'est(3at(on- Our (n'est(3at(on 3oes
onl! so deep as our lo'e 3oes- An att(tude o$ mere neutral(t!) or a old real(sm (s o$ no use here-
Or) rather) onl! the man 2ho h(msel$ l('es (n the Cathol( l($e7stream) 2ho (n h(s o2n l($e da(l!
$eels the $ores 2h(h pulsate throu3h the 'ast 5od! o$ Cathol((sm and 2h(h ma#e (t 2hat (t
(s: onl! he an #no2 the $ull mean(n3 and omplete real(t! o$ (t- &ust as the lo'(n3 h(ld alone
an trul! #no2 the harater o$ (ts 5elo'ed mother) and ;ust as the deepest elements o$ that
harater) the tenderness and (nt(ma(es o$ her maternal lo'e) annot 5e demonstrated 5!
ar3ument 5ut onl! learnt 5! e6per(ene) ;ust so onl! the 5el(e'(n3 and lo'(n3 Cathol( an see
(nto the heart o$ Cathol((sm) and $eel(n3) l('(n3) e6per(en(n3) d(so'er 2(th that "espr(t de
$(nesse" o$ 2h(h Pasal spea#s) that (s 2(th the omprehens('e (ntu(t(on o$ h(s (nnermost soul)
the seret $ores and $undamental mot('e po2ers o$ (ts 5e(n3- And so an (n'est(3at(on (nto the
nature o$ Cathol((sm (ne'(ta5l! 5eomes a on$ess(on o$ $a(th) an e6press(on o$ the Cathol(
ons(ousness- It (s noth(n3 else) and see#s to 5e noth(n3 else) than the s(mple anal!s(s o$ th(s
ons(ousness) and 5eomes o$ (tsel$ an anal!s(s o$ the Churh@s sel$7ons(ousness- It (s the
ans2er to the 1uest(on: Ho2 does the Cathol( e6per(ene h(s Churh) ho2 does (t 2or# on h(m)
2here l(e $or h(m the reat('e $ores o$ Cathol((sm) the (nt(mate enter o$ (ts reat('e 5e(n3/

It (s no mere a(dent that th(s 1uest(on has 5eome at th(s 'er! hour so muh al('e) and that the
ans2er to (t (s oup!(n3 the attent(on o$ others 5es(des those 2ho 5elon3 to the household o$
the $a(th- Fr(edr(h He(ler po(nts (n emphat( terms to th(s 3ro2(n3 (nterest (n) and
understand(n3 o$) Cathol((sm- "The Roman Churh)" he 2r(tes) "(s e6er(s(n3 toda! a 'er!
stron3 attrat(on on the non7Cathol( 2orld- The <erman 0ened(t(ne monaster(es) espe(all!
0euron and Mar(a Laah) ha'e 5eome plaes o$ p(l3r(ma3e $or non7Cathol(s) 2ho $(nd
(nsp(rat(on (n the Cathol( l(tur3! there prat(ed- The r(s(n3 h(3h7hurh mo'ement (n <erman
Protestant(sm (s dra2(n3 nearer and nearer to the Roman Churh) and one o$ (ts leaders has
alread! returned to her 5osom- More ons(dera5le st(ll (s the on'ers(on mo'ement (n En3land-
.hole An3l(an on'ents and monaster(es are 3o(n3 o'er to the Churh o$ Rome- A '(3orous
Cathol( propa3anda (s promot(n3 and (ntens($!(n3 the e6(st(n3 trend to2ards Cathol((sm- The
Roman Churh (s toda! ma#(n3 po2er$ul e$$orts to 2(n 5a# all Chr(st(ans separated $rom her)
(n the East and (n the .est- There has 5een $ounded o'er the tom5 o$ St- 0on($ae a so(et! $or
the re7un(on o$ the Chr(st(an hurhes---- Cathol( 'o(es are alread! prola(m(n3 2(th assurane
o$ '(tor! the (mm(nent ollapse o$ Protestant(sm-"8 He(ler (s orret (n d(sern(n3 a re'('al o$
the Cathol( Churh e'en (n the souls o$ non7Cathol(s- 0ut he (s 2ron3 (n spea#(n3 o$ that
"assurane o$ '(tor!" 2(th 2h(h Cathol(s are alle3ed to 5e prola(m(n3 the (mm(nent ollapse
o$ Protestant(sm- The phrase (s a pro$ane and unhol! one- It de3rades rel(3(on and ma#es (t a

 part! a$$a(r- .hen 2e are treat(n3 o$ rel(3(on 2e should ha'e hum(l(t!) re'erene) than#$ulness
and ;o!) 5ut no do3mat(al assurane o$ '(tor!- The $uture o$ Protestant(sm: that (s <od@s

 5us(ness- And (t rests 2(th H(m 2hether the .est (s to return $rom (ts d(aspora) $rom (ts
d(spers(on and d(s(nte3rat(on) home to the mother Churh) (n 2hose 5osom all 2ere one un(ted
as one $am(l!- All that 2e an do (s to 3('e test(mon! to the truth) to pra! <od to open all hearts
to th(s truth) and to ma#e (t e'er more man($est to the 5est m(nds amon3 us) that the 3reat and
ur3ent tas# o$ the .est (s to lose at lon3 last the un2holesome 5reah that has d('(ded us $or
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entur(es) to reate a ne2 sp(r(tual un(t!) a rel(3(ous enter) and so to prepare the onl! poss(5le
$oundat(on $or a re5u(ld(n3 and re5(rth o$ .estern ('(l(>at(on- .e than#$ull! reo3n(>e that
there (s a da(l! (nreas(n3 appre(at(on o$ the ur3en! o$ th(s tas#) and that the t(mes are past (n
2h(h men re3arded Cathol((sm as a ompound o$ stup(d(t!) superst(t(on and lust o$ po2er-

T2o reasons ma! 5e 3('en $or th(s re'('al o$ the Cathol( (deal (n the .estern soul) the one
e6ternal the other (nternal- The $(rst reason l(es (n the d(ret (mpat on our m(nds o$ the
appall(n3 onse1uenes o$ the <reat .ar- .e ha'e 2(tnessed the ollapse o$ 3reat states and
trad(t(ons o$ ulture- On the 5attle$(elds o$ the <reat .ar l(e stre2n the ru(ns o$ $ormer pol(t(al
and eonom( 3reatness- The e!e turns (ne'(ta5l! $rom th(s s(3ht to that 2orld7em5ra(n3
so(et! 2h(h (n the m(dst o$ th(s ru(n stands out l(#e some unsha#en ro#! pea#) serene and
untouhed 5! the atastrophe) and 2h(h alone o$ all the pol(t(al) eonom( and rel(3(ous
strutures o$ the 2orld has su$$ered no ollapse) 5ut (s as !oun3 toda! as on the da! o$ (ts 5(rth-
.e are e6per(en(n3 toda! 5e$ore our 'er! e!es) 2e are see(n3 real(>ed 5e$ore us) that
(rres(st(5le) unon1uera5le) l('(n3 m(3ht o$ the Cathol( Churh) 2h(h the 3reat En3l(sh
h(stor(an) Maaula!) one desr(5ed (n the elo1uent 2ords: "There (s not) and there ne'er 2as
on th(s earth) a 2or# o$ human pol(! so 2ell deser'(n3 o$ e6am(nat(on as the Roman Cathol(
Churh- The h(stor! o$ that Churh ;o(ns to3ether the t2o 3reat a3es o$ human ('(l(>at(on- No
other (nst(tut(on (s le$t stand(n3 2h(h arr(es the m(nd 5a# to the t(mes 2hen the smo#e o$
sar($(e rose $rom the Pantheon) and 2hen amelopards and t(3ers 5ounded (n the Fla'(an
amph(theater- The proudest ro!al houses are 5ut o$ !esterda!) 2hen ompared 2(th the l(ne o$
the Supreme Pont($$s- That l(ne 2e trae 5a# (n an un5ro#en ser(es) $rom the Pope 2ho
ro2ned Napoleon (n the n(neteenth entur! to the Pope 2ho ro2ned Pep(n (n the e(3hth4 and
$ar 5e!ond the t(me o$ Pep(n the au3ust d!nast! e6tends) t(ll (t (s lost (n the t2(l(3ht o$ $a5le-
The repu5l( o$ Ben(e ame ne6t (n ant(1u(t!- 0ut the repu5l( o$ Ben(e 2as modern 2hen
ompared 2(th the Papa!4 and the repu5l( o$ Ben(e (s 3one) and the Papa! rema(ns- The
Papa! rema(ns) not (n dea!) not a mere ant(1ue) 5ut $ull o$ l($e and !outh$ul '(3or- The
Cathol( Churh (s st(ll send(n3 $orth to the $arthest ends o$ the 2orld m(ss(onar(es as >ealous as
those 2ho landed (n Kent 2(th Au3ust(ne) and st(ll on$ront(n3 host(le #(n3s 2(th the same sp(r(t
2(th 2h(h she on$ronted Att(la---- Nor do 2e see an! s(3n 2h(h (nd(ates that the term o$ her
lon3 dom(n(on (s approah(n3- She sa2 the ommenement o$ all the 3o'ernments and o$ all the
eles(ast(al esta5l(shments that no2 e6(st (n the 2orld4 and 2e $eel no assurane that she (s
not dest(ned to see the end o$ them all- She 2as 3reat and respeted 5e$ore the Sa6on had set
$oot on 0r(ta(n) 5e$ore the Fran# had passed the Rh(ne) 2hen <re(an elo1uene st(ll $lour(shed
at Ant(oh) 2hen (dols 2ere st(ll 2orsh(pped (n the temple o$ Mea- And she ma! st(ll e6(st (n
und(m(n(shed '(3or 2hen some tra'eler $rom Ne2 ealand shall) (n the m(dst o$ a 'ast sol(tude)
ta#e h(s stand on a 5ro#en arh o$ London 0r(d3e to s#eth the ru(ns o$ St- Paul@s/"8D That (s
the '(s(on that am(d the desolat(on o$ the present holds our 3a>e spell5ound- .e d(sern the
(mmortal(t!) the '(3orous l($e) the eternal !outh o$ the old) or(3(nal Churh- And the 1uest(on
r(ses to man! l(ps) and to the l(ps o$ the 5est amon3 us: .hat (s the soure o$ th(s stron3 l($e/
And an the Churh (mpart (t) and 2(ll she (mpart (t) to the d!(n3 2estern 2orld/

The seond reason 2h(h espe(all! mo'es the modem man) the man o$ the <reat .ar and the
re'olut(on) to ta#e note o$ the Cathol( Churh (s a more (n2ard one) der('ed $rom re$let(on
and (nt(mate sel$7e6am(nat(on- It (s the mar# o$ the modem man that he (s tom $rom h(s roots-
The h(stor(an o$ ('(l(>at(on must tell us ho2 he ame to that state- The s(6teenth entur! re'olt
$rom the Churh led (ne'(ta5l! to the re'olt $rom Chr(st o$ the e(3hteenth entur!) and thene to
the re'olt $rom <od o$ the n(neteenth- And thus the modem sp(r(t has 5een torn loose $rom the
deepest and stron3est supports o$ (ts l($e) $rom (ts $oundat(on (n the A5solute) (n the sel$7e6(stent
0e(n3) (n the Balue o$ all 'alues- L($e has lost (ts 3reat mean(n3) (ts '(tal stren3th and h(3h

 purpose) (ts stron3) per'ad(n3 lo'e) that an 5e en#(ndled onl! 5! the d('(ne- Instead o$ the man
2ho (s rooted (n the A5solute) h(dden (n <od) stron3 and r(h) 2e ha'e the man 2ho rests upon
h(msel$) the autonomous man- Moreo'er) th(s man) 5eause he has renouned the $ello2sh(p o$
the Churh) the "ommun(o $(del(um)" the (nterrelat(on and orrelat(on o$ the $a(th$ul) has
se'ered the seond root o$ h(s l($e) that (s to sa!) h(s $ello2sh(p 2(th other men- He has lost that
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losel!7#n(tted un(on o$ sel$ and others) that ommun(on 2(th the supra7personal 2hole) 2h(h
 pro'es (tsel$ (n ;o! and (n sorro2) (n pra!er and (n lo'e) and 5! means o$ 2h(h the (nd('(dual
an e'er rene2 and re3ulate h(s stren3th) and 2(thout 2h(h he 5eomes dr! and ster(le-

 No2here else) (n no other so(et!) (s the (dea o$ ommun(t!) o$ $ello2sh(p (n do(n3 and
su$$er(n3) (n pra!er and lo'e) and o$ 3ro2th and $ormat(on (n and throu3h suh $ello2sh(p) so
stron3l! em5edded (n dotr(ne) morals and 2orsh(p) as (n the Cathol( Churh- And so the
rupture o$ Churh un(t! has o$ (tsel$ loosened the 5onds o$ so(al $ello2sh(p and there5!
destro!ed the deep soure and 5as(s o$ a health!) stron3 human(t!) o$ a omplete human(t!- The
autonomous man has 5eome a sol(tar! man) an (nd('(dual-

0ut the proess o$ uproot(n3 2ent $urther st(ll- A$ter the a3e o$ "enl(3htenment" had dethroned
reason and d(spossessed that po2er o$ thou3ht 2h(h 3rasps the 2hole (n one omprehens('e
'(e2) to replae (t 5! the po2er 2h(h pursues deta(l and d($$erene) the (nter(or eonom! o$
man) h(s sp(r(tual un(t!) 5ro#e up (nto a mere ;u6tapos(t(on o$ po2ers and $unt(ons- Men spo#e
no2 not o$ the(r souls) 5ut o$ ps!h( proesses- The ons(ousness o$ 5e(n3 a personal a3ent)
the reat('e or3an o$ l('(n3 po2ers) 5eame (nreas(n3l! $ore(3n to the eduated- And a$ter Kant
and h(s shool had made the transendental su5;et the autonomous la23('er o$ the o5;et('e
2orld and e'en o$ the emp(r(al ons(ousness (tsel$) a$ter man (nstead o$ hold(n3 to the
o5;et('(t! o$ the th(n3 and o$ h(s o2n sel$ 5e3an to spea# o$ an o5;et('(t! 2h(h possessed
none 5ut a purel! lo3(al 'al(d(t!) and o$ a purel! lo3(al su5;et) then the 2hole ons(ousness
o$ real(t! 5eame a$$l(ted 2(th an unhealth! paral!s(s- The "As I$" ph(losoph! here) and
sol(ps(sm there) l(#e 'amp(res) su# all the 5lood out o$ resolut(on and at(on-8 The
autonomous man) ut o$$ $rom <od) and the sol(tar! man ut o$$ $rom the so(et! o$ h(s $ello27
men) (solated $rom the ommun(t!) (s no2 se'ered also $rom h(s o2n emp(r(al sel$- He

 5eomes a merel! pro'(s(onal reature) and there$ore ster(le and un$ru(t$ul) orroded 5! the
sp(r(t o$ "r(t((sm)" estran3ed $rom real(t!) a man o$ mere ne3at(on-

Th(s 5loodless) ster(le man o$ mere ne3at(on annot ult(matel! l('e- For man annot l('e 5!
mere ne3at(on- The (mpulse to l('e (s stron3 2(th(n h(m4 and that (mpulse (s stron3er than an!
unnatural) 3ra! ph(losoph!- Man r(es $or l($e) $or $ull) 2hole) personal l($e- He (s sated 2(th
ne3at(on and des(res to a$$(rm- For onl! (n de(s('e a$$(rmat(on and stron3 resolut(on l(e at(on
and l($e-

Is (t 2onder$ul) then) that th(s 'er! state o$ m(nd should ha'e aroused an (nterest (n Cathol((sm
that (s no mere aadem( (nterest/ .e shall ha'e to sho2 (n deta(l that Cathol((smre3arded (n
(ts spe(al harater and as ontrasted 2(th non7Cathol( Chr(st(an(t!(s essent(all! de(s(on
and a$$(rmat(on) an a$$(rmat(on o$ all 'alues 2here7so7e'er the! ma! 5e) (n hea'en or on earth-
All non7Cathol( 5od(es or(3(nate) not (n unond(t(onal a$$(rmat(on) 5ut (n den(al and ne3at(on)
(n su5trat(on and (n su5;et('e selet(on- The h(stor! o$ Cathol((sm (s the h(stor! o$ a 5old)
ons(stent) omprehens('e a$$(rmat(on o$ the 2hole $ull real(t! o$ re'elat(on) o$ the $ullness o$
the d('(n(t! re'ealed (n Chr(st aord(n3 to all the d(mens(ons o$ (ts un$old(n3- It (s the a5solute)
unond(t(onal and omprehens('e a$$(rmat(on o$ the 2hole $ull l($e o$ man) o$ the total(t! o$ h(s
l($e7 relat(ons and l($e7soures- And (t (s the unond(t(onal a$$(rmat(on) 5e$ore all else) o$ the
deepest 3round o$ our 5e(n3) that (s to sa! o$ the l('(n3 <od- And Cathol((sm (ns(sts on the
2hole <od) on the <od o$ reat(on and ;ud3ment) and (s not ontent 2(th an! mere Father7<od
o$ h(ldren or s(nners) st(ll less 2(th the m(rale7sh! <od o$ the Enl(3htenment and o$ =e(sm) a
sort o$ parl(amentar! de(t!- And (t 2ould ha'e the 2hole Chr(st) (n 2hom th(s <od 2as re'ealed
to us) the Chr(st o$ the t2o natures) the <od7 man) (n 2hom hea'en and earth possess the(r
eternal un(t!) and not the mere romant( Chr(st o$ the d(lettante or the estat( Chr(st o$ the
r(t(- And (t 2ould ha'e the omplete ommun(t!) the "or5(s terrarum)" as the med(um 2here(n
2e 3rasp th(s Chr(st- For the $ello2sh(p o$ men (s a $undamental $at) and throu3h (t alone
omes the 3ro2th o$ personal(t!- And Cathol((sm alls $or the 2hole personal(t!) not merel!

 p(ous $eel(n3) 5ut also ool reason) and not reason onl!) 5ut also the prat(al 2(ll) and not onl!
the (nner man o$ the (ntell(3ene) 5ut also the outer man o$ the sens(5(l(t!- Cathol((sm (s
aord(n3 to (ts 2hole 5e(n3 the $ull and stron3 a$$(rmat(on o$ the 2hole man) (n the omplete
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sum o$ all h(s l($e relat(ons- Cathol((sm (s the pos(t('e rel(3(on "par e6ellene)" essent(all!
a$$(rmat(on 2(thout su5trat(on) and (n the $ull sense essent(all! thes(s- All non7Cathol( reeds
are essent(all! ant(7thes(s) on$l(t) ontrad(t(on and ne3at(on-8G And s(ne ne3at(on (s o$ (ts
'er! nature ster(le) there$ore the! annot 5e reat('e) produt('e and or(3(nal) or at least not (n
the measure (n 2h(h Cathol((sm has d(spla!ed these 1ual(t(es throu3hout the entur(es- The
modern man $eels th(s pos(t('e harater to 5e someth(n3 that he needs) and there$ore h(s 3a>e (s
turn(n3 to2ards Cathol((sm) ($ perhane (t ma! do someth(n3 $or h(m-

In$luent(al 2r(ters o$ our t(me enoura3e th(s att(tude) or at least reommend a more s!mpathet(
appre(at(on o$ Cathol((sm- Soder5lom) the d(st(n3u(shed rel(3(ous ph(losopher and Protestant
Arh5(shop o$ psala) 2ould ha'e had h(s o7rel(3(on(sts reo3n(>e "that Roman Chr(st(an(t! (s
essent(all! someth(n3 other than lust o$ po2er) sa(nt 2orsh(p and ;esu(tr!- In (ts deepest essene
(t onnotes a t!pe o$ p(et!) 2h(h (s not Protestant p(et!) and !et (s per$et (n (ts #(nd- Na!) (t (s
more per$et than Protestant p(et!---- .e ha'e too l(ttle de'eloped Shle(ermaher@s 3reat plan o$
an apolo3et( de'oted to the stud! o$ the essent(al nature o$ the 'ar(ous rel(3(ons and sets
#no2n to h(stor!) and o$ a polem( 2h(h) utterl! de'o(d o$ all setar(an(sm) should (n the name
o$ that essent(al nature $(3ht a3a(nst those de3enerat(ons 2h(h e'er!2here assa(l (t-"8 And
He(ler has reentl! lamented the (nsu$$((ent understand(n3 o$ the nature o$ Cathol((sm 5! non7
Cathol( theolo3(ans- "<enerall! spea#(n3) Protestant polem( sees onl! the outer 2alls o$ the
Cathol( athedral) 2(th the(r ra#s and re'(es and the(r 2eather75eaten masonr!4 5ut the
2ondrous art(str! o$ the (nter(or (s h(dden $rom (t- The most '(tal and the purest aspets o$
Cathol((sm rema(n st(ll) e'en (n th(s our da!) prat(all! un#no2n to Protestant theolo3!4 and
$or that reason (t (s den(ed an! omplete or (nt(mate appre(at(on o$ Cathol((sm-"8J

And ($ the learned theolo3(an $a(ls to omprehend the essene o$ Cathol((sm) an 2e 2onder
that amon3 the Protestant masses 2ho are not theolo3(ans) 2hate'er the(r de3ree o$ eduat(on or
la# o$ (t) there (s an (3norane o$ Cathol((sm 2h(h (s deepl! deplored 5! the more $arsee(n3
m(nds on the(r o2n s(de) and 2h(h as the ause o$ the 2orst #(nd o$ pre;ud(e produes
(nd($$erene and d(sl(#e) na!) e'en ontempt o$ Cathol( p(et!) and (ntens($(es ont(nuall! the
lamenta5le lea'a3e 5et2een the Cathol( and Protestant set(ons o$ our people/ That 3reat
Protestant sholar and h(stor(an o$ do3ma) Adol$ Harna#) remar#s o$ th(s (3norane- "I am
on'(ned $rom onstant e6per(ene o$ the $at that the students 2ho lea'e our shools ha'e the
most d(sonneted and a5surd (deas a5out eles(ast(al h(stor!- Some o$ them #no2 someth(n3
a5out <nost((sm) or a5out other ur(ous and $or them 2orthless deta(ls- 0ut o$ the Cathol(
Churh) the 3reatest rel(3(ous and pol(t(al reat(on #no2n to h(stor!) the! #no2 a5solutel!
noth(n3) and the! (ndul3e (n (ts re3ard (n 2holl! tr('(al) 'a3ue) and o$ten d(retl! nonsens(al
not(ons- Ho2 her 3reatest (nst(tut(ons or(3(nated) 2hat the! mean (n the l($e o$ the Churh) ho2
eas(l! the! ma! 5e m(sone('ed) and 2h! the! $unt(on so surel! and so (mpress('el!: all th(s)
aord(n3 to m! e6per(ene) (s $or them) apart $rom a $e2 e6ept(ons) a "terra (no3n(ta-"89

It shall 5e our tas# to lead (nto th(s un#no2n land those students also 2ho ha'e not 5een
$am(l(ar 2(th (t $rom the(r !outh) 2ho ha'e not l('ed (n (ts sunl(3ht and eaten o$ (ts 5read- It (s
unneessar! to sa! that all ontro'ers! and an! sort o$ d(spara3ement o$ the rel(3(ous $eel(n3s o$
others shall 5e srupulousl! a'o(ded- On the other hand !ou should not $or3et that (t (s the
h(3hest and no5lest pr('(le3e o$ a <erman sholar to 5e a "pro$essor" and to prola(m the $a(th
that (s (n h(m- A sholar annot 5ut pro$ess that truth 2h(h he has d(so'ered (n the depths o$
h(s o2n soul 5! us(n3 all the s(ent($( means at h(s d(sposal and 5! prat((n3 an a5solute
honest!- He must pro$ess the truth 2h(h he reo3n(>es as the de(s('e truth and real(t!- And so
he ma! not put us o$$ 2(th 'a3ue h!potheses) or 2(th unde(ded alternat('es4 he must de$(ne and
he must de(de- Suh (s the sp(r(t (n 2h(h these letures 2ere 2r(tten) and (t (s (n that sp(r(t that
I 2ould ha'e !ou aept them- There (s l(3ht and 3u(dane $or us all (n the 2ords o$ St- &ohn4
the truth 2(ll ma#e us $ree-
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Endnotes

#$ In %&er 'atholi(ismus) seine Idee und seine "rscheinung% *#+,-) p$ #,.) a new and much enlarged
edition of his %&as /esen des 'atholi(ismus% *#+,0.) si1 lectures deli!ered in Sweden in the autumn of
#+#+$ Friedrich 2eiler is Professor of the Comparati!e 2istory of 3eligion in the 4ni!ersity of 5ar6urg and
a distinguished non7Catholic religious writer in present day 8ermany$ 2is theological position is a highly
indi!idual one) 6ut he may 6e said to ha!e affinities with the late Arch6ishop Soder6lom on the one hand)
and on the other with that %2igh Church% party *possessing an organ with the title %4na Sancta%. which is
one of the most interesting phenomena of post7war 8erman Protestantism$ 2eiler9s 6oo a6o!e cited)
though containing much se!ere criticism of alleged defects in Catholic teaching and practice) is yet
characteri(ed 6y a profound sympathy with Catholicism$

,$ 2arnac) %3eden und Aufsat(e% *#+0;.) Vol$ II) p$ #<0$

-$ 8oethe) %Faust)% Pt$ II$

;$ =p$ cit$) p$ >$

?$ "ssay on @$ !on 3ane9s %2istory of the Popes$%

$ The %As If Philosophy)% or %Fictionalism)% regards our intellectual conceptions as nothing 6etter than
fictions$ It admits that they are useful 6ut) unlie Pragmatism) regards this usefulness as no criterion of
truth$ The founder of this thorough7going septicism is 2ans Vaihinger$ 2is 6oo) %&ie philosophie des Als
=6% *Berlin) #+##.) has 6een translated into "nglish as %The Philosophy of 9As If9 % *@ondon) #+,;.$

<$ cf$ Tertullian9s udgment on the heretics of his time: %ihil enim interest illis) licet di!ersa tractanti6us)
dum ad unius !eritatis e1pugnationem conspirent$$$$ Schisma est enim unitas ipsa% *%&e Praescriptione)% c$
;#) ;,.$ Similarly St$ Augustine: %&issentiunt inter se) contra unitatem omnes consentiunt% *Sermo X@VII)
#?) ,<.$

>$ Duoted 6y 2eiler and set in the forefront of his wor$ Arch6ishop Soder6lom was the apostle of a
reunion of Christendom on a Protestant 6asis$ The nearest approach to his conception of a Protestant
Catholicism is perhaps to 6e found in that %Free Catholicism% which has some ad!ocates in this country$

+$ =p$ cit$) p$ ?$

#0$ %Aus /issenschaft und @e6en% *8iessen) #+##.) Vol$ I) p$ +<$

Chapter II: Chr(st (n the Churh

"Behold, I am with you all days even unto the consummation of the world" (Mt.
 xxviii, 20).

I$ 2e as# the Cathol( Churh hersel$ to tell us) aord(n3 to her o2n not(on o$ hersel$) 2hat
onst(tutes her essent(al nature and 2hat (s the su5stane o$ her sel$7ons(ousness) she ans2ers
us throu3h the mouth o$ the 3reatest o$ her teahers) that the Churh (s the real(>at(on on earth
o$ the K(n3dom o$ <od- "The Churh o$ toda!) o$ the present) (s the K(n3dom o$ Chr(st and the
K(n3dom o$ Hea'en": suh (s the emphat( assert(on o$ St- Au3ust(ne %=e ('- =e( 66) J) 9,- The
"K(n3dom o$ Hea'en" and "K(n3dom o$ <od)" ta#en up $rom the prophe! o$ =an(el %'(() J7+,
and prola(med 5! Chr(st) that K(n3dom 2h(h 3ro2s 3reat l(#e the mustard seed) and l(#e
lea'en permeates the 2orld) and 2h(h l(#e a $(eld o$ orn shelters 5oth 2heat and o#le unt(l
the har'est) th(s "K(n3dom o$ Hea'en" (s) so the Churh 5el(e'es) (mplanted (n her o2n 5e(n3
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and there man($ested- The Churh 5el(e'es that she (s the man($estat(on o$ that ne2ness and that
supernature 2h(h ome (n 2(th the K(n3dom o$ <od) the man($estat(on o$ hol(ness- She (s the
ne2 supernatural real(t! 5rou3ht 5! Chr(st (nto the 2orld and arra!ed (n the 3arment o$ the
trans(tor!4 she (s the d('(ne truth and 3rae presented under earthl! 'e(ls-

And (nasmuh as the(r $ullness 2as reat('el! re'ealed (n the Person o$ Chr(st) Paul) the Apostle
o$ the <ent(les) e6presses (ts deepest m!ster! 2hen he 5orro2s Hellen(st( $orms and alls the
Churh the 0od! o$ Chr(st %I Cor- 6(() +G4 Col- () 9) +4 Eph- () ++4 (') 9+,: "For (n one Sp(r(t
2ere 2e all 5apt(>ed (nto one 5od!) 2hether &e2s or <ent(les) 2hether 5ond or $ree4 and (n one
Sp(r(t 2e ha'e all 5een made to dr(n#" %I Cor- 6(() 9*,-

Chr(st the Lord (s the real sel$ o$ the Churh- The Churh (s the 5od! permeated throu3h and
throu3h 5! the redempt('e m(3ht o$ &esus- So (nt(mate (s th(s un(on o$ Chr(st 2(th the Churh)
so (nsepara5le) natural and essent(al) that St- Paul (n h(s Ep(stles to the Coloss(ans and
Ephes(ans e6pl((tl! alls Chr(st the Head o$ the 5od!- As the Head o$ the 5od! Chr(st ma#es the
or3an(sm o$ the Churh 2hole and omplete- And Chr(st and the Churh an no more 5e
re3arded separatel! than an a head and (ts 5od! %Col- ( ) 94 (() 9J4 Eph- (') 9D $$,-

Th(s on'(t(on that the Churh (s permeated 5! Chr(st) and o$ neess(t! or3an(all! un(ted 2(th
H(m) (s a $undamental po(nt o$ Chr(st(an teah(n3- From Or(3en to Au3ust(ne and Pseudo7
=(on!s(us and thene to Thomas A1u(nas) and thene on to our o2n un$or3etta5le Mohler89
th(s on'(t(on stands (n the enter o$ the Churh@s dotr(ne- Her teahers del(3ht to repeat (n
e'er ne2 $orms those e6press(ons o$ Au3ust(ne 2here(n he ele5rates the m!st(al oneness o$
Chr(st and the Churh: the t2o are one) one 5od!) one $lesh) one and the same person) one
Chr(st) the 2hole Chr(st-8+ Nor ould th(s (nt(mate onnet(on o$ Chr(st and the Churh) th(s
the(r (nt(mate oneness) ree('e pro$ounder or pla(ner e6press(on than (n the $(3ure o$ a marr(a3e
o$ Chr(st and the Churh 2h(h St- Paul) (nsp(red 5! the lan3ua3e o$ se'eral o$ the prophets
%Osee (7 (((4 &er- (() +4 Is- l(') D, (s the $(rst to emplo! %+ Cor- 6() +,- Aord(n3 to St- Paul the
Churh (s the 0r(de o$ Chr(st) $or 2hom He 3a'e H(msel$- And 2(th a l(#e tra(n o$ thou3ht the
Seer o$ the Apoal!pse ele5rates the "marr(a3e o$ the Lam5)" and s(n3s o$ H(s "5r(de" that hath

 prepared hersel$ %6(6) G7,- Later m!st(al theolo3! 2o'e out o$ these sr(ptural thou3hts (ts
2ondrousl! s2eet 5r(dal m!st((sm) (n 2h(h Chr(st (s the lord) the Churh H(s 5r(de) and the
t2o (n losest un(on 3eneate the h(ldren o$ l($e-

Th(s supernatural 5e(n3 o$ the Churh e6presses (tsel$ h(e$l! (n her most pr(mar! reat(ons) (n
do3ma) morals and 2orsh(p-

Her do3ma a(ms at 5e(n3 nou3ht else than the truths o$ Chr(st@s re'elat(on presented to our
 5el(e$ 5! her (n$all(5le author(t!) the 3lad t(d(n3s o$ all that pre(ous real(t!) and all that
a5ound(n3 l($e 2h(h ha'e entered th(s our atual 2orld alon3 2(th the nreated .ord- The
do3mas o$ Chr(stolo3!) (n the narro2er sense) del(neate the Person o$ the <od7man and desr(5e
the rad(at(on o$ the 3lor! o$ <od (n the $ae o$ Chr(st &esus- The do3mas o$ Soter(olo3! set $orth
H(s redempt('e at('(t! (n H(s l($e) pass(on and death) and at the r(3ht hand o$ the Father- The
do3mas that onern the Tr(n(t! lead us to the $undamental soure o$ th(s d('(ne l($e) to the

 5osom o$ the Father) and ;o(n the atual man($estat(on o$ &esus to the eternal proess(ons o$ the
(nner l($e o$ the Tr(n(t!- The do3mas o$ Mar(olo3! desr(5e the 5od(l! and natural relat(ons o$
the Human(t! o$ &esus and H(s redempt('e 2or# to H(s o2n 5lessed Mother- The do3mas o$
<rae seure the harater o$ the redempt(on as unmer(ted and due 2holl! to <od) and $(6 the
ne2 5as( mood o$ the redeemed) namel!) lo'e) peae and ;o! (n the Hol! <host- The do3mas
that deal 2(th the Churh) the saraments and the saramentals) sho2 ho2 the ne2 l($e that
2elled up (n Chr(st (s ommun(ated to the men o$ all t(mes and plaes- The do3mas o$ the Last
Th(n3s set $orth &esus as the &ud3e and Ful$(ller) and sho2 ho2) 2hen H(s redempt('e 2or# (s
omplete) He 3('es 5a# H(s lordsh(p to the Father) that "<od ma! 5e all (n all-"
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Thus all the do3mas o$ the Cathol( Churh are stamped 2(th the name o$ Chr(st4 the! 2ould
e6press eah and e'er! aspet o$ H(s teah(n3) the! 2ould 5r(n3 the l('(n3) redeem(n3) rul(n3)

 ;ud3(n3 Chr(st 5e$ore our e!es aord(n3 to all the d(mens(ons o$ H(s h(stor(al man($estat(on-

And not other2(se (s (t 2(th the Churh@s moral(t! and 2(th her 2orsh(p- The $undamental
o5;et o$ all her eduat('e 2or#) o$ all her (nstrut(on) preah(n3 and d(s(pl(ne) (s to ma#e the
Chr(st(an a seond Chr(st) an "alter Chr(stus)" to ma#e h(m) as the Fathers e6press (t) "Chr(st7
l(#e-" Th(s one h(3hest a(m o$ (ts endea'or 3('es Chr(st(an moral(t! (ts (nner un(t!- There (s no
t2o7$old moral(t! (n the Churh) s(ne there (s 5ut one Chr(st to 5e $ormed- 0ut the 2a!s and
manners (n 2h(h men str('e to2ards th(s 3oal are (n$(n(tel! 'ar(ous) as 'ar(ous as the human

 personal(t(es 2h(h ha'e to mature and 3ro2 up to the stature o$ Chr(st- Ber! man! o$ the
$a(th$ul 2(ll 5e a5le to $orm the (ma3e o$ Chr(st (n themsel'es onl! (n 'er! 'a3ue and 3eneral
outl(ne- Yet) ;ust as nature at t(mes sees $(t to 3('e o$ her 5est and to man($est her supera5undant

 po2er (n some per$et t!pes) e'en so the $ullness o$ Chr(st 2h(h 2or#s (n the Churh 5rea#s
out e'er and a3a(n (n th(s or that sa(ntl! $(3ure (nto 5r(ll(ant rad(ane) (n mar'els o$ sel$7
surrender) lo'e) pur(t!) hum(l(t! and de'ot(on- Pro$essor Mer#le@s 5oo#8* ma! pro'(de e'en
outs(ders 2(th some (ns(3ht (nto the deep earnestness and hero( stren3th 2(th 2h(h the Churh
(n e'er! entur! o$ her e6(stene has str('en a$ter the real(>at(on o$ the (ma3e o$ Chr(st) a$ter the
translat(on o$ H(s sp(r(t (nto terms o$ $lesh and 5lood) a$ter the (narnat(on o$ &esus (n the
(nd('(dual man-

And the 2orsh(p o$ the Churh 5reathes the same sp(r(t) and (s as muh (nter2o'en 2(th Chr(st
and $ull o$ Chr(st as (s her moral(t!- &ust as e'er! part(ular pra!er o$ the l(tur3! ends 2(th the
an(ent Chr(st(an $ormula: "Per Chr(stum =om(num nostrum)" so (s e'er! s(n3le at o$ 2orsh(p)
$rom the Mass do2n to the least pra!er) a memor(al o$ Chr(st) an "anamnes(s Chr(stou"- Na!)
more) the 2orsh(p o$ the Churh (s not merel! a $(l(al remem5rane o$ Chr(st) 5ut a ont(nual

 part((pat(on 5! '(s(5le m!ster(ous s(3ns (n &esus and H(s redempt('e m(3ht) a re$resh(n3
touh(n3 o$ the hem o$ H(s 3arment) a l(5erat(n3 handl(n3 o$ H(s sared .ounds- That (s the
deepest purpose o$ the l(tur3!) namel!) to ma#e the redeem(n3 3rae o$ Chr(st present) '(s(5le
and $ru(t$ul as a sared and potent real(t! that $(lls the 2hole l($e o$ the Chr(st(an- In the
sarament o$ 0apt(smso the 5el(e'er holdsthe sar($((al 5lood o$ Chr(st $lo2s (nto the soul)

 pur($(es (t $rom all the (n$(rm(t! o$ or(3(nal s(n and permeates (t 2(th (ts o2n sared stren3th) (n
order that a ne2 man ma! 5e 5orn thereo$) the re75orn man) the man 2ho (s an adopted son o$
<od- In the sarament o$ Con$(rmat(on) &esus sends H(s "Com$orter)" the Sp(r(t o$ onstan!
and d('(ne $a(th) to the a2a#en(n3 rel(3(ous ons(ousness) (n order to $orm the h(ld o$ <od
(nto a sold(er o$ <od- In the sarament o$ Penane &esus as the mer($ul Sa'(or onsoles the
a$$l(ted soul 2(th the 2ord o$ peae: <o th! 2a!) th! s(ns are $or3('en thee- In the sarament o$
the Last Ano(nt(n3 the ompass(onate Samar(tan approahes the s(#75ed and pours ne2
oura3e and res(3nat(on (nto the sore heart- In the sarament o$ Marr(a3e He en3ra$ts the lo'e o$
man and 2($e on H(s o2n pro$ound lo'e $or H(s people) $or the ommun(t!) $or the Churh) on
H(s o2n $a(th$ulness unto death- And (n the pr(estl! onserat(on 5! the (mpos(t(on o$ hands) He
transm(ts H(s mess(an( m(3ht) the po2er o$ H(s m(ss(on) to the d(s(ples 2hom He alls) (n
order that He ma! 5! the(r means pursue 2(thout (nterrupt(on H(s 2or# o$ ra(s(n3 the ne2 men)
the h(ldren o$ <od) out o$ the #(n3dom o$ death-

The saraments are nou3ht else than a '(s(5le 3uarantee) authent(ated 5! the 2ord o$ &esus and
the usa3e o$ the apostles) that &esus (s 2or#(n3 (n the m(dst o$ us- At all the (mportant sta3es o$
our l(ttle l($e) (n (ts he(3hts and (n (ts depths) at the marr(a3e7altar and the radle) at the s(#75ed)
(n all the r(ses and sho#s that ma! 5e$all us) &esus stands 5! us under the 'e(ls o$ the 3rae7
3('(n3 sarament as our Fr(end and Consoler) as the Ph!s((an o$ soul and 5od!) as our Sa'(or-
St- Thomas A1u(nas has desr(5ed th(s (nt(mate permeat(on o$ the Chr(st(an@s 2hole l($e 5! $a(th
(n the saraments and (n h(s Sa'(or 2(th lum(nous po2er-8 And <oethe) too) (n the se'enth

 5oo# o$ the seond part o$ h(s "=(htun3 und .ahrhe(t)" spea#s 2arml! o$ (t) and he loses h(s
remar#s 2(th the s(3n($(ant 2ords: "Ho2 (s th(s trul! sp(r(tual 2hole 5ro#en (nto p(ees (n
Protestant(sm) a part o$ these s!m5ols 5e(n3 delared apor!phal and onl! a $e2 adm(tted as
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anon(al- Ho2 shall 2e 5e prepared to 'alue some h(3hl! 2hen 2e are tau3ht to 5e (nd($$erent
to the rest/"

0ut the saraments 2h(h 2e ha'e enumerated are not the deepest and hol(est $at o$ all- For so
ompletel! does &esus d(slose H(msel$ to H(s d(s(ples) so pro$ound (s the at(on o$ H(s 3rae)
that He 3('es H(msel$ to them and enters (nto them as a personal soure o$ 3rae- &esus shares
2(th H(s d(s(ples H(s most (nt(mate possess(on) the most pre(ous th(n3 that He has) H(s o2n
sel$) H(s personal(t! as the <od7man- .e eat H(s Flesh and dr(n# H(s 0lood- So 3reatl! does
&esus lo'e H(s ommun(t!) that He permeates (t) not merel! 2(th H(s 5less(n3 and H(s m(3ht)

 5ut 2(th h(s real Sel$) <od and Man4 He enters (nto a real un(on o$ $lesh and 5lood 2(th (t) and
 5(nds (t to H(s 5e(n3 e'en as the 5ranh (s 5ound to the '(ne- .e are not le$t orphans (n th(s
2orld- nder the $orms o$ 5read and 2(ne the Master l('es am(d H(s d(s(ples) the 0r(de3room
2(th H(s 5r(de) the Lord (n the m(dst o$ H(s ommun(t!) unt(l that da! 2hen He shall return (n
'(s(5le ma;est! on the louds o$ hea'en- The Sarament o$ the Altar (s the stron3est)

 pro$oundest) most (nt(mate memor(al o$ the Lord) unt(l He ome a3a(n- And there$ore 2e an
ne'er $or3et &esus) thou3h entur(es and m(llenn(a pass) and thou3h nat(ons and ('(l(>at(ons are
e'er per(sh(n3 and r(s(n3 ane2- And there$ore there (s no heart (n the 2orld) not e'en the heart
o$ $ather or mother) that (s so lo'ed 5! m(ll(ons and m(ll(ons) so trul! and lo!all!) so prat(all!
and de'otedl!) as (s the Heart o$ &esus-

Thus 2e see that (n the saraments) and espe(all! (n the Sarament o$ the Altar) the
$undamental (dea o$ the Churh (s most pla(nl! represented) the (dea) that (s) o$ the
(norporat(on o$ the $a(th$ul (n Chr(st- And there$ore the Cathol( an onl! re3ard that r(t((sm
o$ the saraments as super$((al) 2h(h der('es them) not merel! (n th(s or that e6ternal deta(l)

 5ut (n the(r proper ontent and dom(nant mean(n3) $rom non7Chr(st(an onept(ons and ults) as
$or (nstane $rom the pa3an m!ster(es- On the ontrar! the saraments 5reathe the 'er! sp(r(t o$

 pr(m(t('e Chr(st(an(t!- The!) as (nst(tuted 5! Chr(st H(msel$) are the truest e6press(on and result
o$ that or(3(nal and entral Chr(st(an 5el(e$ that the Chr(st(an should 5e (nsepara5l! un(ted 2(th
Chr(st and should l('e (n Chr(st- In Cathol( saramental de'ot(on Chr(st (s $a(th$ull! a$$(rmed
and e6per(ened as the Lord o$ the ommun(t!) as (ts (n'(s(5le stren3th and pr(n(ple o$ at('(t!-
In the saraments (s e6pressed the $undamental nature o$ the Churh) the $at that Chr(st l('es on
(n her-

There$ore do3ma) moral(t! and 2orsh(p are pr(mar! 2(tnesses to the ons(ousness o$ the
Churh that she (s o$ supernatural sto#) that she (s the 0od! o$ Chr(st- 0ut more than th(s) the
same ons(ousness determ(nes the sp(r(t o$ her ord(nanes and la2s) the spe(al manner and
method (n 2h(h she 2ould ha'e her supernatural l($e real(>ed) and espe(all! her onept(on o$
author(t! and o$ sarament- .e ha'e spo#en o$ the supernatural l($e (n the Churh4 let us no2
thro2 l(3ht on the spe(al $orms (n 2h(h th(s l($e (s presented-

S(ne the Churh 2ould 5e nou3ht else 5ut the 0od! o$ Chr(st) the real(>at(on (n h(stor! o$ H(s
d('(ne and human 0e(n3) there$ore the 3lor($(ed Chr(st (s the proper soure o$ her po2er and
author(t!) so muh so that th(s author(t! (s e6er(sed onl! (n H(s name and (n the true and
deepest sense 5elon3s onl! to H(m- The 2hole onst(tut(on o$ the Churh (s ompletel!
ar(storat( and not demorat() her author(t! om(n3 $rom a5o'e) $rom Chr(st) and not $rom

 5elo2) $rom the ommun(t!- The ne2 po2ers ome $rom Chr(st) the Inarnate <od) and $rom
H(m $lo2 throu3h the apostles to the Churh- That an(ent A$r(an 2r(ter) Tertull(an) stressed
th(s $at as earl! as the seond entur! (n the pre3nant sentene: "The Churh (s $rom the
apostles) the apostles $rom Chr(st) Chr(st $rom <od-"8D The apostles d(d not at (n the(r o2n
r(3ht) 5ut as "sent" and as representat('es o$ Chr(st: "He that heareth !ou) heareth me) and he
that desp(seth !ou) desp(seth me4 and he that desp(seth me) desp(seth H(m that sent me" %Lu#e
6) 94 $- Mt- 6) ,- And the apostles on the(r part) as the Ne2 Testament (n 3eneral and the

 pastoral ep(stles (n part(ular sho2 us) appo(nted 5! (mpos(t(on o$ hands) 2here'er the! $ounded
ne2 ommun(t(es) the "$(rstl(n3s)" (-e-) the $(rst on'erts) to 5e leaders %proestotes, 2ho should)
as St- Peter so str(#(n3l! and 5eaut($ull! sa!s %I Peter ') +, "shepherd the $lo# o$ <od" (n the(r





THE SPIRIT OF CATHOLICISM Karl Adam 15

stead- So the apostol( author(t! d(d not res(de (n the ommun(t(es) 5ut (n the elders) leaders)
o'erseers) 2ho 2ere hosen 5! the apostles (n the name o$ Chr(st to ta#e the(r plae- And a$ter
the death o$ the apostles (t 2as these elders 2ho transm(tted the author(t! 2h(h had 5een
omm(tted to them) 5! the (mpos(t(on o$ hands) and or3an(>ed the ne2 ommun(t(es round men
empo2ered 2(th th(s author(t!- Certa(nl! the ommun(t(es pla!ed the(r part (n the matter) and
helped 5! the(r ad'(e to determ(ne 2ho should 5e entrusted 2(th the omm(ss(on- 0ut (n (tsel$
the po2er 2as e6lus('el! an apostol( po2er) a th(n3 reser'ed to the 5(shops 2ho der('ed $rom
the apostles- .e ma! assert that the 2hole l(terature o$ earl! Chr(st(an(t! attests th(s onept(on-
It (s de'eloped 2(th lass( lu(d(t! (n one o$ the earl(est o$ Chr(st(an 2r(t(n3s) the "F(rst Ep(stle
o$ St- Clement" %Ad Cor- 6l(') *,-

There$ore eles(ast(al author(t! rests upon the apostol( suess(on %suess(o apostol(a,)
upon the un(nterrupted ommun(at(on 5! (mpos(t(on o$ hands o$ that omm(ss(on 2h(h the
apostles ree('ed $rom Chr(st- Th(s apostol( omm(ss(on) as passed on $rom 5(shop to 5(shop
r(3ht do2n to our o2n da!) (s) ($ 2e re3ard (ts (nmost nature) noth(n3 else than the mess(an(
author(t! o$ &esus- 0! means o$ the apostol( suess(on) th(s author(t! (s perpetuated and
(mparts the truth and 3rae o$ &esus to human(t!- And) there$ore) 5eh(nd eles(ast(al author(t!
stands &esus H(msel$- As the sholast(s put (t) &esus (s the "pr(n(pal ause" %ausa pr(n(pal(s,
o$ all $unt(ons e6er(sed 5! the Churh) the(r ult(mate soure and the 5as(s o$ the(r e$$(a!-
Man (s onl! an (nstrument) the "ausa (nstrumental(s)" throu3h 2hom Chr(st H(msel$ at(n3 (n
the Churh teahes and sant($(es and 3o'erns- And so (n the $unt(on(n3 o$ the Churh) the
human sel$) the human personal(t!) the (nd('(dual as suh) $alls 2holl! (nto the 5a#3round- Not
an! human personal(t!) 5ut the redempt('e m(3ht o$ &esus ontrols the Churh- The e6press(on
and resultant o$ th(s $ore (s Churh author(t!- The o$$((al author(t! o$ the Churh (s essent(all!
a ser'(e o$ Chr(st %m(n(ster(um Chr(st(,) that (s to sa!) a ser'(e 2h(h (s $ul$(lled onl! (n the
name and 5! the omm(ss(on o$ Chr(st) and der('es (ts (mportane e6lus('el! $rom the
author(t! o$ Chr(st- It (s true that the personal(t! o$ the o$$((al ma! ons(dera5l! a$$et the
manner and method (n 2h(h he arr(es out the 2(ll o$ Chr(st- Ne'ertheless the su5stane o$ h(s
$unt(on) the ore o$ h(s at('(t!) (s 2holl! (ndependent o$ personal tra(ts and 2ea#nesses- For)
ho2e'er muh the! o2e to personal 3($ts) h(s preah(n3 and m(n(str! are per$ormed (n the

 po2er o$ Chr(st4 nor (s (t he that 5apt(>es) 5ut Chr(st 5apt(>es throu3h h(m- There$ore) Churh
author(t!) as thus one('ed) der('es (mmed(atel! $rom the $undamental on'(t(on that the
Churh (s (n2ardl! permeated 5! her "Lord-" Th(s (s no une'an3el(al 5orro2(n3 $rom pa3an
soures) or $rom &e2(sh or Roman la2) 5ut an e6press(on o$ that pr(m(t('e Chr(st(an thou3ht: "It
(s Chr(st 2ho e'an3el(>es) Chr(st 2ho 5apt(>es-" %Chr(stus est) 1u( e'an3el(>at) Chr(stus est) 1u(

 5apt(>at-, So the a(m o$ the Churh (n her o$$((al s!stem (s s(mpl! to seure that 3reat and
 pr(mar! Chr(st(an (dea that there (s properl! onl! one author(t!) onl! one teaher) onl! one
sant($(er) onl! one pastor: Chr(st) the Lord-

Conse1uentl! suh a onept(on o$ author(t! does not paral!>e and petr($! the 5el(e'er) 5ut
en$ranh(ses h(m) d(ret(n3 h(s 3a>e to Chr(st and Chr(st alone- No human author(t!) no
e6traneous personal(t!) ma! stand 5et2een Chr(st and the 5el(e'(n3 su5;et- =('(ne truth) 3rae
and l($e must $lo2 (nto the soul d(retl! $rom Chr(st H(msel$- There$ore ho2e'er parado6(al
(t ma! seemthe author(t! o$ the Churh seures the l(5ert! o$ the (nd('(dual Chr(st(an) 5! (ts
(mpersonal and e6tra7personal harater- It protets that l(5ert! $rom the sp(r(tual dom(nat(on
and la(ms to med(atorsh(p o$ alle3ed lead(n3 personal(t(es) and sets Chr(st and the 5el(e'er (n
d(ret ontat 2(th eah other- There$ore the e$$et o$ suh author(t! (s not to separate) 5ut to
un(te4 or rather) (t protets and seures that m!ster(ous ma3net( $(eld and those 2ondrous
ma3net( $orms 2h(h or(3(nate (n the polar(t! o$ Chr(st and the soul- It protets and seures the
d(ret ontat and (nterpla! o$ l($e 5et2een the Head and (ts mem5ers-

That (s as true o$ the Churh@s teah(n3 o$$(e as o$ her pr(estl! and pastoral author(t!- For her
teah(n3 o$$(e also (s su5;et to the 2ord o$ the Lord: "One onl! shall 5e !our teaher) Chr(st"
%Mt- 66((() 9,- .hen the Cathol( pr(est prola(ms the 2ord o$ <od) Chr(st H(msel$ preahes
throu3h h(m- Certa(nl! th(s author(t! o$ Chr(st (s most pla(nl! and str(#(n3l! e6pressed (n the
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dotr(nal pronounements o$ H(s B(ar4 5ut (t (s present also (n the preah(n3 o$ the s(mple
 par(sh pr(est (n h(s remote '(lla3e hurh- "Chr(st H(msel$ spea#s throu3h H(s d(s(ples4 H(s
'o(e (s heard throu3h those 2hom He sends" %St- Au3ust(ne) "In e'- &oann-)" 6l'(() D,- All the
dotr(nal ontro'ers(es o$ Chr(st(an(t! are dom(nated 5! th(s Chr(sto7entr( onept(on o$ the
Churh@s teah(n3 author(t!- It (s 5eause Chr(st (s the sole anon o$ her preah(n3) that the
Churh adheres so o5st(natel! and so r(3(dl! to H(s trad(t(onal messa3e- It (s $or th(s reason that
she an endure no modern(sm) no $ratern(>(n3 2(th the sp(r(t o$ the a3e- Her teah(n3 (s) and
a(ms at 5e(n3) noth(n3 else 5ut a hand(n3 on o$ that messa3e o$ Chr(st 2h(h 2as prola(med 5!
the apostles- St- Paul en;o(ned h(s d(s(ple) T(moth!) to 3uard that 2h(h had 5een omm(tted to
h(m %T(mothee) ustod( depos(tum? + T(m- () 94 $- 9 T(m- (') 94 '() 9,- That (s e6atl! the
dotr(nal pro3ram o$ the Churh- Her onser'at(sm and her trad(t(onal(sm der('e d(retl! $rom
her $undamentall! Chr(sto7entr( att(tude-

Rooted (n th(s $undamental att(tude the Churh has al2a!s res(sted the dom(nat(on o$ lead(n3
 personal(t(es) o$ shools or mo'ements- .hen an! shool o$ thou3ht seemed to 5e o5sur(n3 or
mena(n3 the trad(t(onal $a(th) she has not hes(tated to o'err(de e'en her 3reatest sons) an
Or(3en) an Au3ust(ne) !es) (n some po(nts e'en a Thomas A1u(nas- And 2hene'er men ha'e
sou3ht to (nterpret Chr(st@s messa3e) not 5! trad(t(on) 5! $(rm adherene to h(stor!) to the
or(3(nal $a(th and to the un(nterrupted $ello2sh(p) 5ut 5! means o$ pr('ate speulat(on) $rom out
o$ the l(m(ted e6per(ene o$ the(r l(ttle (nd('(dual sel'es) then the Churh has prola(med her
emphat( anathema- And she 2ould utter th(s same anathema) e'en ($ an an3el ame do2n $rom
hea'en teah(n3 au3ht else than 2hat she has ree('ed $rom the apostles- The dotr(nal h(stor!
o$ the Churh (s s(mpl! an o5st(nate adherene to Chr(st) a onstant arr!(n3 out o$ the
ommand o$ &esus: "One onl! shall 5e !our teaher) Chr(st-"8

&ust as Chr(st stands 5eh(nd the teah(n3 o$$(e o$ the Churh) so also He stands) more
(mmed(atel! st(ll) as "Lord" o$ the ommun(t!) 5eh(nd her saramental at('(t!- Onl! one 2ho
o'erloo#s th(s de(s('e $at an alle3e that "the sholast( onept(on o$ the e$$(a! o$ the
saraments re'eals the pr(m(t('e (dea o$ the automat( e$$et) o$ the @manna@ o$ the sared
at(on-"8G Aord(n3 to Cathol( theolo3! the saraments 2or# "e6 opere operato)" and not "e6
opere operant(s4" that (s to sa! that the saramental 3rae %2h(h) as d(st(n3u(shed $rom trans(ent
atual 3rae) e$$ets a permanent un(on 2(th <od, (s not produed and e$$eted throu3h the

 personal eth(o7rel(3(ous e$$orts o$ the re(p(ent) 5ut rather throu3h the o5;et('e
aompl(shment o$ the saramental s(3n (tsel$4 In e'er! sarament there (s someth(n3
o5;et('el! 3('en %opus operatum,) namel!) the spe(al on;unt(on aord(n3 to the (nst(tut(on
o$ Chr(st o$ a mater(al element %the "matter", and erta(n 2ords %the "$orm",- .hen th(s
on;unt(on (s e$$eted (n the re(p(ent aord(n3 to the (ntent(ons o$ the Churh) then the
sarament (s a "2or# o$ Chr(st" %opus Chr(st(,) 2h(h (ndependentl! o$ the su5;et('e share o$
the re(p(ent %opus operant(s, 5! $ore o$ (ts 'al(d aompl(shment auses the saramental 3rae-
Thus) (n the ase o$ 5apt(sm) 2hen the 2ater (s poured upon the head o$ a h(ld (n the name o$
the Tr(n(t!) the h(ld 5! the 'er! per$ormane o$ th(s at (s adm(tted (nto the $am(l! o$ <od- The
hea'ens at one open and the Father@s 'o(e prola(ms: "Thou art m! 5elo'ed h(ld-"

There$ore the saramental at(on does (n $at transm(t the Sa'(or@s 3rae "2(thout an! su5;et('e
$ator)" at least so $ar as re3ards the sant($(at(on o$ an (n$ant h(ld- .hen (t (s a 1uest(on o$ the
sant($(at(on o$ an adult 2ho has atta(ned rel(3(ous and moral ons(ousness) the re(p(ent must

 prepare h(msel$ su5;et('el! $or the 3rae 2h(h (s o5;et('el! (mparted (n the saramental at)
 5! ats o$ $a(th) ontr(t(on and repentane- There$ore) aord(n3 to the teah(n3 o$ the Churh)
th(s eth(o7rel(3(ous e$$ort o$ the adult (s not the e$$et('e ause o$ h(s sant($(at(on) (ts "ausa
e$$((ens)" 5ut onl! (ts preparator! ause) ausa d(spos(t('a- The e$$et('e ause o$ 3rae (s
e6lus('el! Chr(st H(msel$) 2ho prola(ms and e$$ets H(s 3ra(ous 2(ll throu3h s(3ns
determ(ned 5! H(msel$- Pr(mar(l!) there$ore) and "(n atu pr(mo)" 3rae (s a $ree 3($t and $a'or) a
th(n3 alread! 3uaranteed 5! the saramental at apart $rom all personal e$$ort- 0ut 2hether I
shall e$$et('el! 3rasp th(s 3rae 2h(h (s thus pro'(ded and pro$(t 5! (t) that (s to sa!) 2hether (t
2(ll set up (n me the state o$ ;ust($(at(on or per$et that state) that depends on the earnestness
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2(th 2h(h I ha'e opened m! soul to the 3rae o$$ered me and prepared m!sel$ $or the reept(on
o$ the sarament- There$ore the Cathol( onept(on o$ a sarament) so $ar as re3ards the

 personal appropr(at(on o$ the saramental 3rae) presupposes the eth(o7rel(3(ous o7operat(on
o$ the re(p(ent- Can (t then 5e alle3ed that th(s saramental(sm (s a#(n to pr(m(t('e ma3() to the

 5el(e$ (n a "manna" or someth(n3 o$ the sort 2h(h ma#es erta(n spe(al o5;ets the on'e!ers
o$ supernatural $ores/

In $at) the r(t((sm 2h(h th(n#s (t r(3ht to spea# o$ the saraments as ha'(n3 a "ma3(al
harater" d('ores them $rom the(r proper and sole soure) namel! $rom Chr(st) the true and
onl! 3('er o$ 3rae) and 3('es them an (ndependent status- So that the! 5eome) not s(3ns o$
3rae) 5ut (ndependent soures o$ (t) (nstruments endued 2(th the(r o2n po2er) sared harms-
In real(t!) ho2e'er) no sarament stands thus (n (ts o2n r(3ht) or an so stand $or a s(n3le
moment- It has (ts 2hole mean(n3 and (ts 2hole po2er (n and throu3h Chr(st alone- &ust as
Chr(st) dur(n3 H(s earthl! l($e) d(d not d(sda(n to onnet h(s m(rales o$ 5od(l! heal(n3 2(th
homel! s!m5ols %$- Mar# '(() *+4 &ohn (6) ,) so has He ra(sed the saraments (n a ne2 and
h(3her sense to the pos(t(on o$ spe($( (nstruments o$ H(s redeem(n3 3rae %ausae
(nstrumentales, (n order to sant($! souls throu3h them) throu3h the(r '(s(5le and tan3(5le
real(t!- Na!) more) aord(n3 to that Sot(st '(e2 2h(h (s no2 ad'oated 5! man! theolo3(ans)
the sarament (tsel$ possesses no str(tl! "ph!s(al" ausal(t! (n an! 2a! (mmanent (n (ts s(3n-
On the ontrar!) the saramental 3rae $lo2s d(retl! $rom &esus (nto the soul o$ the 5el(e'er-
The sarament (s no more than an appo(nted s(3n o$ Chr(st) an o5;et('(sat(on o$ the 3ra(ous
2(ll o$ &esus) a '(s(5le and perept(5le "I 2(ll ) 5e thou made lean?"

Certa(nl! (t (s true that e'en aord(n3 to th(s '(e2 there rema(ns someth(n3 o5;et('e and
(mpersonal (n the not(on o$ a sarament- It rema(ns true that the 3rae o$ Chr(st (s not ausall!
onneted 2(th the eth(o7rel(3(ous at('(t! o$ the 5el(e'er or the pr(est) 5ut 2(th the o5;et('e
aompl(shment o$ the s(3n- 0ut 2h! (s that so/ The 'er! (mpersonal and o5;et('e harater o$
the sarament e6presses that pro$oundest la(m o$ the Churh) her most (nt(mate un(on 2(th
Chr(st) her 2or#(n3 purel! out o$ the $ullness o$ Chr(st) her sant($!(n3 throu3h the m(3ht o$
Chr(st alone- Pre(sel! 5eause (t (s not the human element (n her 2h(h sant($(es men) 5ut the

 po2er o$ Chr(st alone) there$ore the 5less(n3 o$ Chr(st (s not t(ed to purel! natural) human
at('(t!) not to the $a(th and repentane o$ the s(nner) not e'en to the pra!ers and sar($(es o$
sa(ntl!) ma3nan(mous souls and spe(all! 3($ted personal(t(es) 2hether sa(ntl! prophets) 5(shops)
or pr(ests) 5ut to a 2holl! (mpersonal th(n3) a dead s(3n) 2h(h has no other mer(t sa'e that o$

 5e(n3 a s(3n o$ Chr(st) a 'al(d e6press(on o$ H(s 3ra(ous 2(ll- The purpose) there$ore) o$ the
$ormula "e6 opere operato)" (s to seure the deepest essene o$ Chr(st(an(t!) that th(n3 $or 2h(h
St- Paul su$$ered and $ou3ht) the a5solute unmer(tedness o$ 3rae) and the thou3ht that Chr(st (s
"all (n all-" And s(ne th(s (dea o$ the (mpersonal(t! o$ the saraments spr(n3s d(retl! $rom the
heart o$ Chr(st(an(t!) (t (s onse1uentl! as old as Chr(st(an(t! (tsel$) and as old as the 0od! o$
Chr(st) the Churh- Students o$ 5(5l(al theolo3! emphas(>e the $at that the saramental
dotr(ne o$ St- &ohn and St- Paul has alread! 3ot th(s (mpersonal onept(on) that (t reo3n(>es
an e$$(a! "e6 opere operato)" at least (n e$$et) and (s there$ore ompletel! Cathol( (n (ts
harater- And ho2 ould (t 5e other2(se/ .hen Chr(st (s plaed (n the enter) 2hen 2e are told
emphat(all! that o$ H(s $ullness 2e ha'e all ree('ed) then all human (ntermed(ar(es must stand
as(de- There an 5e no human med(ators) as Au3ust(ne remar#ed a3a(nst the =onat(sts- Chr(st (s
the sole 2or#er- .hen (nd('(dual Chr(st(ans (n the Cor(nth(an hurh attahed themsel'es to
'ar(ous 3($ted personal(t(es and $ormed a Peter part! and a Paul part! and an Apollo part!) as
thou3h the! 2ould $ound the(r sal'at(on upon these personal(t(es) then St- Paul 2(th the 5urn(n3
>eal o$ h(s 2(tness $or Chr(st r(ed out a3a(nst th(s human(>at(on o$ the <ospel- ".hat (s Apollo
and 2hat (s Paul/ - - - H(s ser'ants) throu3h 2hom !e 2ere made 5el(e'ers---- other $oundat(on
an no man la! 5ut that 2h(h has 5een la(d) 2h(h (s Chr(st &esus" %9 Cor- ((() 7D) 99,- The
saramental (dea (s noth(n3 5ut the real(>at(on and ma(ntenane o$ th(s 5as(s o$ Chr(st(an(t!- In
her a3e7lon3 on$l(ts 2(th Montan(sts) No'at(ans) =onat(sts) and a3a(n later on 2(th
.aldenses) Al5(3enses and Huss(tes) the Churh re(terated the sentene o$ St- Au3ust(ne: "The
saraments sant($! throu3h themsel'es) and not throu3h men" %saramenta per se santa) non
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 per hom(nes,- For man does not 5apt(>e) and man does not a5sol'e) 5ut Chr(st alone- .hen the
Chr(st(an sarament 5! th(s (ts (mpersonal harater el(m(nates all human (ntermed(ar(es) (t
seures an (mmed(ate and $ree e6han3e o$ l($e 5et2een the Head and the mem5ers- And so the
$reedom o$ the personal rel(3(ous l($e (s no2here so per$etl! sa$e3uarded as (n Cathol( p(et!-
And the $orms o$ p(et!) (n 2h(h the Cathol(@s saramental e6per(ene o$ Chr(st ah(e'es sel$7
e6press(on) are as man($old as the (nnumera5le lea'es o$ the trees-

There (s !et someth(n3 to 5e sa(d a5out the relat(on o$ the pastoral o$$(e o$ the Churh to the
Head o$ the Churh- St- &ohn tells us %66() 9D $$-, that the r(sen Chr(st en;o(ned the apostle Peter:
"Feed m! lam5s) $eed m! sheep-" Peter (s not to $eed h(s o2n sheep) 5ut Chr(st@s sheep- So that
the pastoral author(t! (s pla(nl! a dele3ated author(t!) and the pastor a deput! o$ Chr(st- That (s
the sort o$ author(t! 2h(h St- Paul e6er(ses a3a(nst the (nestuous Cor(nth(an4 he 3('es h(m
o'er "to Satan $or the destrut(on o$ the $lesh) that the sp(r(t ma! 5e sa'ed (n the da! o$ our Lord
&esus Chr(st)" and he does th(s "(n the name o$ our Lord &esus Chr(st" and "2(th the po2er o$
our Lord &esus-" E'er! d(s(pl(nar! measure o$ the Churh (s (nsp(red 5! her on'(t(on that she
(s at(n3 (n the name and (n the po2er o$ &esus- It (s true that the pastoral author(t! o$ the
Churh does not) l(#e her teah(n3 or pr(estl! author(t!) po(nt d(retl! to erta(n supernatural
real(t(es 2h(h ha'e 5een determ(ned one $or all 5! Chr(st@s re'elat(on) to the real(t(es that (s o$
dotr(ne and sarament- Its o5;et (s rather to (ntrodue these supernatural real(t(es (nto prat(al
l($e) to appl! Chr(st(an rules and pr(n(ples to the pro3ress('e and onstantl! han3(n3 l($e o$
nat(ons and (nd('(duals- And (n onse1uene there (s no a5solute erta(nt! that all the part(ular
measures o$ the pastoral author(t! are aord(n3 to the m(nd and sp(r(t o$ Chr(st-

So (t (s poss(5le) as St- Au3ust(ne o$ten (ns(sts) that the human element ma! o5trude (tsel$ and
olor the adm(n(strat(on o$ Churh d(s(pl(ne) and that there ma! 5e errors and m(sta#es- Yet)
e'en thou3h there 5e m(sta#es o$ deta(l) the lum(nous 3oal) the d(ret('e pr(n(ples and the
de(s('e means o$ Churh d(s(pl(ne areso the Cathol( (s on'(neddeterm(ned 5! Chr(st)
and perta(n to H(s truth) lo'e and po2er- The Cathol( #no2s that the rule o$ the Churh
(narnates a5solute truth) ;ust(e and lo'e) and so he has sol'ed the pro5lem o$ =osto(e's#(8:
Is not all human e6er(se o$ author(t! tantamount to a usurpat(on/ Yes) ($ (t 5e merel! human) (t
(s- For e'er! merel! human 3o'ernane neessar(l! rests on m(3ht) 2hether (t 5e the t!rann! o$
an (nd('(dual or the despot(sm o$ a ommun(t!- Onl! (n theora! (s a man $ree $rom men) $or
he ser'es not men 5ut <od- There(n l(es the seret o$ that h(ld7l(#e o5ed(ene) so
(nomprehens(5le to the outs(der) 2h(h the Cathol( 3('es to h(s Churh) an o5ed(ene 2here5!
he $reel! and heer$ull! su5m(ts h(s o2n l(ttle not(ons and 2(shes to the 2(ll o$ Chr(st e6pressed
(n the at(on o$ author(t!4 an o5ed(ene 2here5! h(s o2n small and l(m(ted sel$ (s enlar3ed to
the measure o$ the 3reat sel$ o$ the Churh- That (s no orpse7l(#e o5ed(ene or sla'e mental(t!)

 5ut a pro$oundl! rel(3(ous at) an a5solute de'ot(on to the .(ll o$ Chr(st 2h(h rules the
Churh) a ser'(e o$ <od- And so th(s o5ed(ene (s not o2ardl! and 2ea#) 5ut stron3 and read!
$or sar($(e) manl! and 5ra'e e'en (n the presene o$ #(n3s- It (s $a(th$ul e'en to the surrender
o$ earthl! possess(ons) !es) e'en to the sar($(e o$ l($e (tsel$) o$$er(n3 (tsel$ to the Chr(st 2ho
l('es (n the Churh- Th(s $(del(t! (s (nst(nt 2(th the no5le sp(r(t o$ the $a(th- I$ a storm 2ere to

 5urst tomorro2 o'er the Chr(st(an hurhes and the(r mem5ers 2ere alled upon to test($! e'en
unto death) I #no2 not ($ all these ommun(t(es 2ould stand $(rm) stron3 and $a(th$ul) ran3ed
round the one Chr(st4 I #no2 not ($ the 5onds that (n t(mes o$ peae hold the(r mem5ers to3ether
2ould not 5e 5ro#en and utterl! shattered) and those Chr(st(ans 5lo2n l(#e ha$$ 5e$ore the
2(nd- 0ut one th(n3 I #no2) that the 5ond 2h(h 5(nds the Churh and her mem5ers to3ether
2(ll 5e 5ro#en 5! no de'(l and no demon- For (t (s not o$ th(s 2orld- It (s 2o'en 5! the Churh@s
"Lord)" 5! the <od7man) Chr(st &esus-

EN=NOTES
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#$ Eohn Adam 5ohler *#<+7#>->.) Professor of Catholic Theology in the 4ni!ersity of Tu6ingen) a
distinguished theologian and attracti!e personality) author of se!eral remara6le 6oos$ The 6est nown of
these) %Sym6oli)% was translated into "nglish in the last century 6y E$ B$ 3o6ertson under the title
%Sym6olism) or "1position of the doctrinal differences 6etween Catholics and Protestants as e!idenced 6y
their sym6olical writings% *@ondon) #>;-.$

,$ 4num) unum corpus) una eademue persona) unus Christus) totus Christus$

-$ %3eligiose "r(ieher der atholischen 'irche aus den let(ten !ier Eahrhunderten% *@eip(ig) n$d$.) a series
of Chapters on prominent Catholic %educators% *in a wide sense.) 6eginning with St$ Teresa of A!ila and
ending with Cardinal ewman$

;$ %Summa Theologica) Pars tertia)% D$ @XV) Art$ l$

?$ "cclesia a6 apostolis) apostoli a Christo) Christus a &eo *%&e praescriptione)% -<.$

$ cf$ St$ Augustine: %Christus est) ui docet$ Cathedram in caelo ha6et$$$$ schola ipsius in terra est) et
schola ipsius corpus ipsius est$ Caput docet mem6ra sua) lingua louitur pedi6us suis$ Christus est) ui
docet: audiamus) timeamus) faciamus *%&e disciplina christiana)% XIV) #?.$

<$ 2eiler) op$ cit$) p$ ,,#$

>$ cf$ %The Brothers 'arama(off$%

Chapter III: The Churh the 0od! o$ Chr(st

The hurch is his !ody, the fullness of him that f illeth all in all (#h. i, 2$).

.hen 2e de$(ne the Churh as essent(all! the K(n3dom o$ <od and the 0od! o$ Chr(st) (t
$ollo2s as her $(rst part(ular attr(5ute that she (s supernatural and hea'enl!- The Churh (s
ord(nated to2ards the (n'(s(5le) sp(r(tual and eternal- O$ th(s 2e ha'e spo#en alread!- 0ut the
Churh (s not onl! (n'(s(5le- 0eause she (s the K(n3dom o$ <od) she (s no hapha>ard ollet(on
o$ (nd('(duals) 5ut an ordered s!stem o$ re3ularl! su5ord(nated parts- And 5eause the Churh (s
the 0od! o$ Chr(st) she (s essent(all! an or3an(sm) 2(th (ts mem5ers purpos('el! (nterrelated)
and a '(s(5le or3an(sm- That (s her seond part(ular attr(5ute- The ad'oates o$ a purel!
sp(r(tual rel(3(on) 5oth (n an(ent and (n modem Chr(st(an(t!) ha'e ma(nta(ned that the Sp(r(t o$
Chr(st 2h(h 2or#s (n the Churh (s (n (t as a sort o$ $reel! suspended $ore) as a sa'(n3 po2er
that (n'(s(5l! penetrates onl! (nto th(s or that person- 0ut that (s not so- On the ontrar!) Chr(st
the Lord) as the Head o$ H(s mem5ers) ne'er 2or#s on the (nd('(dual 5el(e'er (n d(sso(at(on
$rom H(s 0od!) 5ut al2a!s (n and throu3h (t-

That (s to sa! that the supernatural redempt('e m(3ht o$ &esus) as (t re'eals (tsel$ (n the Churh)
(s not t(ed to a s(n3le person) so $ar as he (s a person) 5ut onl! so $ar as he (s a d('(nel!7
appo(nted or3an o$ the ommun(t!- The Sp(r(t o$ &esus (s (ntrodued (nto our earthl! l($e) not
throu3h the med(um o$ (nd('(duals endo2ed 2(th spe(al har(smat(al 3($ts) 5ut throu3h the
m(n(str! o$ an ordered h(erarh!) 2h(h 5e(n3 appo(nted 5! &esus to 5e the strutural 5as(s o$ the
ommun(t!) reates) supports and de'elops (t- So the Churh possesses the Sp(r(t o$ Chr(st) not
as a man! o$ s(n3le (nd('(duals) nor as a sum o$ sp(r(tual personal(t(es) 5ut as the ompat)
ordered un(t! o$ the $a(th$ul) as a ommun(t! that transends the (nd('(dual personal(t(es and
e6presses (tsel$ (n a sared h(erarh!- Th(s or3an(>ed un(t!) th(s ommun(t!) as 3erm(nall! 3('en
2(th the Head) Chr(st) and depend(n3 upon H(s (nst(tut(on) (s a $undamental datum o$
Chr(st(an(t!) not a th(n3 reated 5! the 'oluntar! or $ored asso(at(on o$ the $a(th$ul) not a mere
seondar! and der('at('e th(n3 depend(n3 on the 3ood pleasure o$ Chr(st(ans) 5ut a th(n3 2h(h)
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(n the d('(ne plan o$ sal'at(on) (s (n (ts essene anteedent to an! Chr(st(an personal(t! and (s to
that e6tent a supra7personal th(n3) a omprehens('e un(t!) 2h(h does not presuppose Chr(st(an

 personal(t(es) 5ut (tsel$ reates and produes them- The Churh d(d not spr(n3 (nto 5e(n3 2hen
Peter and Paul) &ames and &ohn) 3rasped the m!ster! o$ &esus) H(s <od7man 5e(n3) and on the

 5as(s o$ the(r ommon $a(th $ormed a $ello2sh(p 2h(h 2as alled a$ter H(m- No) the Churh)
thou3h erta(nl! ah(e'(n3 $ull h(stor(al atual(t! onl! 2(th the asso(at(on o$ Chr(st(an

 5el(e'ers) 2as alread! (n e6(stene) $undamentall! and (n 3erm) and (n that sense (s a d('(ne
reat(on- For she (s the un(t! o$ redeemed human(t!) a un(t! made poss(5le 5! the Inarnat(on o$
the Son o$ <od4 she (s the #osmos o$ men) man#(nd as a 2hole) the man! as one-

Th(s (s a thou3ht 2h(h does not l(e on the sur$ae) 5ut 2e must 3rasp (t ($ 2e 2ould understand
the '(s(5le nature o$ the Churh) her e6ternal man($estat(on- I$ Chr(st (s 2hat the Churh
on$esses H(m to 5e) the Inarnate <od and Sa'(or o$ menas (ndeed He (sthen (t must 5e
H(s m(ss(on to reun(te to <od man#(nd as a un(t!) as a 2hole) and not th(s or that (nd('(dual
man- The 2rethedness o$ $allen human(t!) the essene o$ the or(3(nal s(n) ons(sted (n th(s) that
the supernatural un(on 2(th <od) (n 2h(h man 2as or(3(nall! reated) and throu3h 2h(h alone
he ould atta(n h(s per$et(on) h(s 2holeness) h(s omplet(on) 2as 5! Adam@s $all 5ro#en and
d(ssol'ed- .hen Adam $ell a2a! $rom <od) all human(t! (n h(m and throu3h h(m $ell a2a!
l(#e2(se- That (s a 5as( on'(t(on o$ Chr(st(an(t!) 2h(h 2as adum5rated (n erta(n post7
anon(al &e2(sh 2r(t(n3s) and ree('ed $ormulat(on as a Chr(st(an dotr(ne espe(all! at the
hands o$ St- Paul- At the 5as(s o$ th(s Chr(st(an do3ma o$ an or(3(nal and (nher(ted s(n) and o$
our redempt(on throu3h the ne2 man Chr(st) l(es the 3reat and str(#(n3 thou3ht that man#(nd
must not 5e re3arded as a mass o$ homo3eneous 5e(n3s suess('el! emer3(n3 and pass(n3
a2a!) nor merel! as a sum o$ men 5ound to3ether 5! un(t! o$ 3enerat(on) as 5e(n3 desendants
o$ one or(3(nal parent) 5ut as one s(n3le man- So losel! are men ass(m(lated to one another (n
the(r natural 5e(n3) (n 5od! and (n m(nd) so pro$oundl! are the! (nterlo#ed (n th(n#(n3) 2(ll(n3)
$eel(n3) and at(n3) so sol(tar! (s the(r l($e) the(r '(rtue and the(r s(n) that the! are ons(dered (n
the d('(ne plan o$ redempt(on onl! as a 2hole) onl! as a un(t!) onl! as one man- Th(s one man (s
not the (nd('(dual man) 5ut the 2hole man) the total(t! o$ the (nnumera5le e6press(ons o$ that
human(t! 2h(h (s reprodued (n ountless (nd('(duals- Th(s one man (nludes all men 2ho
2ere thousands o$ !ears a3o and all 2ho shall 5e thousands o$ !ears hene- Suh (s the one
man) the 2hole man- And the 3u(lt and dest(n! o$ e'er! s(n3le man) thou3h erta(nl! h(s o2n
3u(lt and h(s o2n dest(n!) !et a$$et the 2hole o$ human(t! (n proport(on to the (mportane
2h(h Pro'(dene has ass(3ned h(m (n the or3an(sm o$ human(t!-

These are thou3hts that ma! seem stran3e to the modern man) or 2h(h at least 2ould ha'e
seemed so a short t(me a3o- The (nd('(dual(sm o$ the Rena(ssane) the d(smem5erment o$ man
and h(s relat(ons (n the a3e o$ Enl(3htenment) and $(nall! the su5;et('e (deal(sm o$ Kant)
2here5! our m(nds 2ere tau3ht to rel(n1u(sh the o5;et('e th(n3) the trans7su5;et('e real(t!) and
to (ndul3e (n 5oundless su5;et('(sm: these (n$luenes tore us $rom the moor(n3s o$ our 5e(n3)
and espe(all! $rom our true and essent(al 5as(s) that human(t! 2h(h produes) supports and
en$olds us- .e 5eame (mpr(soned 2(th(n the 2alls o$ our o2n sel'es) una5le an! more to atta(n
to human(t!) to the $ull) 2hole man- The ate3or! "human(t!" 5eame $ore(3n to our thou3ht)
and 2e thou3ht and l('ed onl! (n the ate3or! o$ sel$- Human(t! as 2holeness and as $ullness
had to 5e red(so'ered-

0ut there (s no2 5e3(nn(n3) under the (n$luene o$ earl! Chr(st(an (deas) o$ so(al(sm and o$ the
3reat 2ar1u(te apart $rom purel! ph(losoph(al) ep(stemolo3(al reat(onsa 3radual
re'olut(on o$ our 2hole mental att(tude- .e are 5e3(nn(n3 to $eel unom$orta5le (n the narro2
herm(ta3e o$ our o2n sel'es and are see#(n3 a 2a! out- And 2e are d(so'er(n3 that 2e are not
alone) 5ut that 5! us) 2(th us) round us) (n us) (s all human(t!- .e are real(>(n3 2(th
aston(shment that 2e 5elon3 pro$oundl! to th(s human(t!) that a ommun(t! o$ 5e(n3 and
dest(n!) and a ;o(nt l(a5(l(t! 5(nd us to (t- .e are learn(n3 that 2e ome to our 2hole sel$ onl! 5!
(ts means) that our (nd('(dual 5e(n3 5roadens out (nto the 2hole man onl! (n (t and throu3h (t-
.(th th(s ne2 mental att(tude 2e are a5le to appre(ate the $undamental Chr(st(an onept(ons
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o$ the $(rst man and the ne2 man) o$ Adam and Chr(st) (n the(r pro$ound s(3n($(ane- Adam) the
$(rst man) alled to share 5! 3rae (n the d('(ne l($e) represented (n <od@s e!es the 2hole o$
man#(nd- Adam@s $all 2as the $all o$ man#(nd- =etahed $rom (ts or(3(nal supernatural 3oal)
man#(nd then) l(#e some planet detahed $rom (ts sun) re'ol'ed onl! (n ra>! 3!rat(on round
(tsel$- Its o2n sel$ 5eame the enter o$ (ts str('(n3 and !earn(n3- Man ame to $eel <od) the
'er! soure o$ h(s sp(r(tual l($e) as a 5urden- The $(rst "autonomous" man (n the eth(o7rel(3(ous
sense 2as Adam) 2hen he too# the $ru(t o$ the tree o$ l($e- And so man no lon3er had an! soure
2hene he m(3ht rene2 h(s stren3th) e6ept h(s o2n small sel$- He had a5andoned the eternal
soure o$ l('(n3 2ater) and du3 h(msel$ a poor (stern (n h(s o2n sel$- And the 2aters o$ th(s
(stern 2ere soon e6hausted- Man $ell s(# and d(ed- H(s sel$ 2as h(s s(#ness and h(s sel$ 2as
h(s death- And all man#(nd d(ed 2(th h(m- Then) aord(n3 to the eternal de(s(on o$ <od@s lo'e)
the Ne2 Man ame) the man o$ the ne2) permanent and (nd(ssolu5le un(on 2(th <od) Chr(st the
Lord- In H(m err(n3 man#(nd) man rad(all! ut o$$ $rom the d('(ne soure o$ h(s l($e) 2as
$(nall! reun(ted to <od) to the L($e o$ all l('es) to the Fount o$ all po2er) truth and lo'e-
Man#(ndnot merel! th(s man and that) not !ou and I onl!) 5ut the 2hole o$ man#(nd) the un(t!
o$ all men2as 5rou3ht home a3a(n $rom (ts terr(5le d(aspora) $rom (ts d(spers(on) 5a# to the
l('(n3 <od- The 2hole man ame one more (nto 5e(n3) permanentl! un(ted 2(th <od) and so
e$$et('el! un(ted that $or man#(nd as a 2hole the 3rae o$ redempt(on an no more 5e lost)
althou3h the (nd('(dual man an 2(thdra2 h(msel$ $rom th(s 2hole- There$ore Chr(st) as the
<od7man) (s the ne2 human(t!) the ne2 5e3(nn(n3) the 2hole man (n the $ull mean(n3 o$ the

 phrase-89

.hene (t $ollo2s learl! that the Churh 2as alread!) (n the m!ster! o$ the Inarnat(on)
esta5l(shed as an or3an( ommun(t!- The "man!)" the sum total o$ all 2ho are redeemed (n
Chr(st) are (n the(r (nner relat(onsh(p to one another) (n the(r (nterrelat(on and orrelat(on) (n the(r
or3an( ommun(on) o5;et('el! and $(nall! the 0od! o$ Chr(st) $or th(s 0od! (s redeemed
human(t!) the "reon(led 2orld" %S- Au3-) Sermo 6'() ,-

It (s lear there$ore) (n the l(3ht o$ the redempt(on) that the Churh d(d not ome (nto 5e(n3 onl!
2hen Peter and &ohn and Paul 5eame 5el(e'ers- It 5eame o5;et('el! e6(stent 2hen the d('(ne
.ord un(ted H(s nature 2(th human nature (n the un(t! o$ H(s person- The Inarnat(on (s $or
Chr(st(ans the $oundat(on and plant(n3 o$ that ne2 ommun(on 2h(h 2e all the Churh- The
0od! o$ Chr(st and the K(n3dom o$ <od ame (nto 5e(n3 as o5;et('e real(t! at the moment
2hen the .ord 2as made $lesh- Apart $rom the <ree# Fathers (t 2as espe(all! St- Au3ust(ne)
the 3reat and sa(ntl! dotor o$ H(ppo) 2ho pere('ed th(s onnet(on 5et2een the Inarnat(on
and the Churh and 5! (ts means esta5l(shed ane2 the supernatural su5l(m(t! o$ the Churh@s
nature-8+

.e must ta#e th(s onnet(on to heart ($ 2e 2ould appre(ate the Cathol( onept(on o$ the
Churh (n all (ts pro$und(t!- Onl! so shall 2e understand 2h! the (dea o$ ommun(t! (s (ts
dom(nant (dea) and 2h! the ommun(t! annot 5e the produt o$ the $a(th$ul) a reat(on o$ these
or those persons) 5ut must 5e a supra7personal un(t!) a un(t! 2h(h permeates and em5raes the
2hole o$ redeemed human(t!- As suh a un(t! the Churh (s noth(n3 'a3ue or unde$(ned) 5ut the
atual (nner un(t! o$ redeemed human(t! un(ted 2(th Chr(st- In the Cathol( onept(on o$ the
Churh the de(s('e element (s not th(s or that person) 5ut all man#(nd-

T2o (mportant onse1uenes $ollo2 $rom th(s- One o$ these has alread! 5een de'eloped) the
$at) namel!) that the or3an o$ the redeem(n3 sp(r(t o$ our d('(ne Sa'(or) (ts (narnat(on and
man($estat(on) (s not the (nd('(dual personal(t!) 5ut the ommun(t! as ommun(t!- The sp(r(t o$
Chr(st (s real(>ed (n the ommun(t!- There$ore the '(s(5(l(t! o$ the Churh does not ons(st
merel! (n the '(s(5(l(t! o$ (ts (nd('(dual mem5ers) 5ut (n the '(s(5(l(t! o$ (ts ompat un(t!) o$ (ts
ommun(t!- 0ut 2here there (s a ommun(t!) a omprehens('e un(t!) there (s d(str(5ut(on and
o7ord(nat(on o$ $unt(ons- That (s the seond onse1uene that $ollo2s $rom the m!ster! o$ the
Inarnat(on- The Chr(st(an un(t! (s no mere mehan(al un(t!) 5ut a un(t! 2(th (nner
d($$erent(at(on) an or3an( un(t!- The 0od! o$ Chr(st) ($ (t 5e a true 5od!) must ha'e mem5ers
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and or3ans 2(th the(r spe(al tas#s and $unt(ons) 2h(h) eah (n (ts measure) ser'e the
de'elopment o$ the essent(al $orm o$ the 5od! and 2h(h there$ore ser'e one another- .hen St-
Paul) the $(rst apostle to $ormulate the e6press(on "0od! o$ Chr(st)" de'elops th(s onept(on (n
the t2el$th Chapter o$ h(s F(rst Ep(stle to the Cor(nth(ans) he alread! stresses th(s po(nt and
spea#s o$ the or3an( $unt(on(n3 o$ th(s 5od!: "No2 there are d('ers(t(es o$ 3raes) 5ut the
same Sp(r(t- And there are d('ers(t(es o$ m(n(str(es) 5ut the same Lord- And there are d('ers(t(es
o$ operat(ons) 5ut the same <od) 2ho 2or#eth all (n all - - - For as the 5od! (s one and hath
man! mem5ers4 and all the mem5ers o$ the 5od!) 2hereas the! are man!) !et are one 5od!: so
also (s Chr(st---- <od (ndeed hath set some (n the Churh) $(rst apostles) seondl! prophets)
th(rdl! dotors4 a$ter that m(rale72or#ers) then the 3raes o$ heal(n3s) helps) 3o'ernments)
#(nds o$ ton3ues) (nterpretat(ons o$ speehes-" It (s there$ore the '(e2 o$ the apostle that the
ommun(t! (s o$ (ts nature d($$erent(ated) that the 5od! 2or#s as a un(t! throu3h a d('ers(t! o$
or3an( $unt(ons) that the un(t! o$ the 2hole attests the un(t! o$ the sp(r(t o$ &esus- It (s true that
St- Paul does not d(st(n3u(sh the 'ar(ous $unt(ons o$ the one or3an(sm 2(th theolo3(al

 pre(s(on- Suh pre(s(on ame 2(th later de'elopments and 2(th the speulat(on that spran3
$rom them- T(me made (t lear that some o$ the 3($ts) suh as those o$ the apostolate) o$
teah(n3) and o$ 3o'ernment) 5elon3 to the nature o$ the Churh and ould not 5e d(sarded4
2hereas others) suh as the 3($ts o$ prophe!) m(rales and ton3ues) 2ere the man($estat(on o$ a
supera5undant Chr(st(an l($e) and to 5e re3arded not as struturall! neessar! to that l($e) 5ut
rather as s(3ns and e6press(ons o$ (t-

0ut the $undamental thou3ht) that the 0od! o$ Chr(st (s and must 5e an or3an( 5od!) that (t
2or#s 5! (ts 'er! nature (n a man($old o$ $unt(ons) and that th(s man($old (s 5ound to3ether 5!
the one Sp(r(t o$ Chr(st (nto an (nner un(t!: th(s thou3ht (s nat('e to St- Paul) and (t (s the
her(ta3e and $undamental pr(n(ple o$ the 2hole Chr(st(an <ospel-

Let us no2 ons(der more nearl! the or3an(>at(on o$ the 0od! o$ Chr(st) (ts un(t! (n $ullness and
$ullness (n un(t!- The $(rst po(nt to 5e (ns(sted on (s th(s) that s(ne the ommun(t! and not the
(nd('(dual (s the 5earer o$ the Sp(r(t o$ &esus) and s(ne (ts '(s(5(l(t! ons(sts espe(all! (n the
man($estat(on o$ th(s essent(al un(t!) there$ore the '(s(5le or3an(sm o$ the Churh postulates $or
(ts '(s(5(l(t! a real pr(n(ple o$ un(t! (n 2h(h the supra7personal un(t! o$ all the $a(th$ul o5ta(ns

 perept(5le e6press(on and 2h(h supports) ma(nta(ns and protets th(s un(t!- The pope as the
Ro# o$ the Churh (s the '(s(5le e6press(on and the a5(d(n3 3uarantee o$ th(s un(t!- So) ($ 2e
re3ard the matter thus) (t 5eomes pla(n that the or(3(nal nature o$ the Churh) her $undamental
determ(nat(on as a un(tar! or3an(sm) ah(e'es (ts purest e6press(on (n the papa!- In the papa!
the ommun(t! str('es a$ter and ah(e'es the $ullest ons(ousness o$ (ts essent(al and neessar!
un(t!- In the papa! (t 3rasps and real(>es (tsel$ as the one K(n3dom o$ <od) as the one 0od! o$
Chr(st on the earth- And so the Cathol( ne'er re3ards the pope as separated $rom th(s un(t!) as
an (ndependent $ator) as a har(smat(al personal(t!) as a personal(t! possessed o$ supernatural

 po2ers l(#e a Moses or an El(as- The pope) as the '(s(5le head) (s to h(m the pla(n em5od(ment
o$ the un(t! o$ the Churh) that real pr(n(ple 2here5! redempt(on7need(n3 man#(nd ah(e'es (ts
$orm as omplete and per$et un(t!- In the pope h(s un(t! 2(th h(s 5rethren 5eomes '(s(5le to
the Cathol(- H(s '(e2 5roadens and h(s e!e passes 5e!ond all the l(m(tat(ons o$ personal(t(es)

 5e!ond all 5ounds o$ nat(ons and ('(l(>at(ons) 5e!ond all seas and deserts- And the 2hole
mass('e Chr(stendom) 2(th all the or3an( (nterrelat(on o$ (ts parts) (ts 3reat and sared
ommun(on o$ lo'e) 5eomes man($est $or h(m (n the pope) and stands out 5e$ore h(m as a
su5l(me and 3lor(ous real(t!- There$ore no m(suse o$ papal author(t! and no human $a(l(n3s (n
the 2earers o$ the t(ara an ro5 h(m o$ h(s 'enerat(on and h(s lo'e $or the papa!- .hen he
#(sses the pope@s hand he #(sses all h(s 5rethren) 2ho are ;o(ned to3ether (nto one (n the person
o$ the pope- H(s heart 5roadens out (nto the heart o$ all Chr(stendom) o$ the un(t! (n $ullness-

Moreo'er the pope h(msel$ teahes) ats) str('es) su$$ers onl! $rom out o$ th(s un(t!- It (s true
that) (nasmuh as he (s 5! the 2(se d(spos(t(on o$ Pro'(dene at the same t(me 5(shop o$ Rome)
he an ma#e re3ulat(ons and 3('e de(s(ons 2h(h are 'al(d onl! $or h(s (mmed(ate Roman $lo#
and 2h(h there$ore possess onl! a loal s(3n($(ane- 0ut 2hen he spea#s as pope) as suessor
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o$ St- Peter) then he spea#s 2(th a d('(ne author(t! that demands the o5ed(ene o$ all the
$a(th$ul4 he spea#s as the '(s(5le 5as(s and pled3e o$ un(t!) out o$ the ompat $ullness o$ the
0od! o$ Chr(st) as that pr(n(ple (n 2h(h the supra7personal un(t! o$ the 0od! o$ Chr(st has
ah(e'ed '(s(5le real(t! $or the 2orld o$ spae and t(me- There$ore he does not spea# as a despot
(n h(s o2n r(3ht) as some a5solute monarh) 5ut as the head o$ the Churh) (n (nt(mate '(tal
relat(onsh(p to the omplete or3an(sm o$ the Churh- So he annot) l(#e a =elph( Orale) 3('e
do3mat( de(s(ons purel! at h(s o2n d(sret(on and aord(n3 to h(s o2n su5;et('e not(ons- On
the ontrar!) he (s 5ound) as the Bat(an Coun(l emphat(all! delares) 5ound stron3l! (n
ons(ene) to prola(m and (nterpret that re'elat(on 2h(h (s onta(ned (n the 2r(tten and
un2r(tten m(nd o$ the Churh) (n the t2(n soures o$ our $a(th) sared Sr(pture and Trad(t(on-

On the other hand) (t (s o$ the nature o$ the Churh as a supra7personal un(t!) and there5! also o$
the nature o$ the papa!) that the pope should not 5e re3arded as a mere representat('e o$ the
Churh) as a sort o$ mouthp(ee o$ the 3eneral m(nd- For the 'er! reason that the ommun(t! (s
not e6haust('el! represented 5! the mem5ers o$ the Churh nor o2es (ts or(3(nal e6(stene to
them) 5ut (s a supra7personal un(t! esta5l(shed (n the Inarnate <od) a pr(n(ple o$ or3an(>at(on
2h(h (s e$$et('e (n and o$ (tsel$) a po2er (n (ts o2n r(3ht: $or that reason the pope) (n 2hom
th(s ommun(t! 5! Chr(st@s 2(ll o5ta(ns '(s(5le $orm) rules a5solutel! "e6 sese)" that (s to sa!
that (n h(s at('(t! he (s (n no respet dependent on an! mem5er o$ the 0od! o$ Chr(st) ne(ther
on the 2hole ep(sopate) nor on (nd('(dual 5(shops) nor on the rest o$ the $a(th$ul- He (s not
merel! one "pastor" alon3s(de others4 he (s the pastor to 2hom alone the sheep o$ the =('(ne
Pastor are omm(tted %$ &n- 66() 9D $$-,- And he (s not merel! one stone (n the hol! 5u(ld(n3) nor
onl! the $(rst stone) 5ut the ro# %$- Mt- 6'() 9,) to 2hom all other stones ha'e another relat(on
than that the! are supported 5! (t) and are (n the(r 2hole 5e(n3 and at('(t! dependent upon (t-
The ne2 Code o$ Canon La2 %anon +9) 9) +, $ormulates 2(th trul! monumental po2er th(s

 papal plen(poten! %suprema et plena potestas ;ur(sd(t(on(s (n un('ersam eles(am,) 2h(h (s
"(ndependent o$ e'er! human author(t!" and (mmed(atel! em5raes not onl! all and s(n3le
"hurhes)" 5ut also all and s(n3le pastors and $a(th$ul-"

.hat the pope (s $or the 2hole Churh) that (n an analo3ous sense the 5(shop (s $or the
 part(ular ommun(t!) $or the d(oese- He (s the representat('e and o5;et('e $orm o$ (ts (nner
un(t!) he (s the mutual lo'e o$ (ts mem5ers made '(s(5le) the or3an( (nterrelat(on o$ the $a(th$ul
made perept(5le %Mohler,- That e6pla(ns 2h! the Cathol( #no2s no more 'enera5le names on
earth than those o$ pope and 5(shop) and 2h! (n the entur(es 2hen the 2estern 2orld 2as
(mpre3nated 2(th the Cathol( ons(ousness) no honor 2as too 3reat) no ornament too pre(ous
to 5e 5esto2ed upon pope and 5(shop- Th(s d(d not) and does not) hold 3ood o$ the person o$

 pope or 5(shopno one ma#es so sharp a d(st(nt(on 5et2een the person and h(s o$$(e as does
the Cathol( 5ut (t d(d and does hold 3ood e6lus('el! o$ the(r su5l(me $unt(on) that namel!
o$ real(>(n3) represent(n3 and assur(n3 the un(t! o$ the 0od! o$ Chr(st (n the 2orld- .hen a man
(s present at a pont($(al H(3h Mass) and sees 2(th ama>ement the 'ast (rumstane o$ pomp
and splendor) the r(h eremon(al 2(th 2h(h the person and the at(ons o$ the pont($e6 are
surrounded) ($ he sees (n all th(s noth(n3 5ut a onse1uene and sur'('al o$ the ourt eremon(al
o$ Rome and Constant(nople) he has 3rasped onl! hal$ the truth- The mot('e $ore) the dom(nant
(dea o$ th(s ma3n($(ene) (s the ;o! o$ the Cathol( (n h(s Churh) (n her o'erpo2er(n3 un(t!) (n
that a$$(rmat(on o$ the ommun(on o$ the 5rethren) o$ the one 0od! o$ Chr(st) 2h(h (s so to sa!

 person($(ed (n the 5(shop- One <od) one $a(th) one lo'e) one s(n3le man: that (s the st(rr(n3
thou3ht 2h(h (nsp(res all the Churh@s pa3eantr! and 3('es (t art(st( $orm- It (s a see#(n3 and
$(nd(n3 o$ lo'e) o$ lo'e $or Chr(st and $or the 5rethren 2ho (n H(m are 5ound to3ether (nto one-

Th(s $undamental onept(on o$ papa! and ep(sopa! o$ (tsel$ ans2ers the o5;et(ons ra(sed
a3a(nst the pr(m(t('eness o$ Churh author(t! on the 3round that Chr(st preahed hum(l(t! and

 5rotherl! lo'e- Th(s r(t((sm sees (n our Lord@s 2ords) 2hen He settled the d(spute amon3 H(s
d(s(ples) "the str(test (nternal ar3ument" a3a(nst the h!pothes(s that He (nst(tuted the papa!-
8* The d(s(ples 2ere (rr(tated 5! the re1uest o$ the sons o$ e5edee) that the! should s(t the
one on the r(3ht and the other on the le$t o$ the Lord (n H(s K(n3dom- &esus alled them to H(m
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and sa(d: "You #no2 that the! 2ho seem to rule o'er the <ent(les lord (t o'er them: and the(r
 pr(nes ha'e po2er o'er them- 0ut (t (s not so amon3 !ou- 0ut 2hosoe'er 2(ll 5e 3reater) shall
 5e !our m(n(ster- And 2hosoe'er 2(ll 5e $(rst amon3 !ou shall 5e the ser'ant o$ all- For the Son
o$ man also (s not ome to 5e m(n(stered unto) 5ut to m(n(ster) and to 3('e h(s l($e a redempt(on
$or man! %M#- 6) +7D,-

In these 2ords &esus d(sards $or H(s d(s(ples that a5solute po2er) that dom(nat(on) 2h(h 2as
e6er(sed 5! ontemporar! rulers) espe(all! 5! the Hellen(st( pr(nes- The mar# o$ the d(s(ple
o$ &esus (s to 5e ser'(e) and not 5rutal dom(nat(on- In <od@s K(n3dom there (s to 5e no "lord(n3
(t o'er them" and no "lett(n3 them $eel one@s po2er)" 5ut lo'(n3 m(n(str! and m(n(ster(n3 lo'e-
The 2ords themsel'es ma#e (t pla(n enou3h that the Master (s not e6lud(n3 all author(t! and all

 po2er $rom H(s so(et!) 5ut onl! that po2er 2h(h (s essent(all! 5rutal and dom(neer(n3- Th(s
mean(n3 o$ our Lord@s 2ords (s 5rou3ht out st(ll more learl! 5! the e'an3el(st Lu#e %66(() +
$$-, 2ho 3('es Mar#@s lo3(on (n the $orm: "He that (s the 3reater amon3 !ou) let h(m 5eome as
the !oun3er: and he that (s the leader as he that ser'eth-" 0! those 2ords &esus ma#es (t

 per$etl! lear that there shall 5e a "3reater" amon3 h(s d(s(ples) and that there shall 5e those
2ho are "leaders-" So that h(s reommendat(on o$ 5rotherl! hum(l(t! and lo'e (s not d(reted
a3a(nst the pr(n(ple o$ author(t! (n (tsel$) 5ut a3a(nst the e3ot(st(al m(suse o$ th(s pr(n(ple-
Ho2 else ould &esus ha'e set H(msel$ up as a pattern o$ ser'(e and 5rotherl! lo'e) and !et (n
the same 5reath all H(msel$ the "Son o$ Man)" that (s the Lord o$ the $uture and o$ the

 ;ud3ment) the holder o$ author(t!/ &ust as H(s 5rotherl! ser'(e does not e6lude H(s supreme
d(3n(t! as Son o$ Man) so h(s reommendat(on o$ hum(l(t! and lo'e annot 5e (ntended (n an
ant(7h(erarh(al sense- There$ore (t (s a m(s(nterpretat(on o$ the pla(n (ntent(on o$ &esus to ar3ue
that the (dea o$ a pr(ma! (s (rreon(la5l! opposed to H(s teah(n3 onern(n3 hum(l(t! and

 5rotherl! lo'e- The ontrar! (s true- The teah(n3 o$ &esus o5ta(ns (ts lum(nous $ul$(llment
e6atl! (n7papa! and ep(sopa!) ($ the! 5e orretl! one('ed- For the papa!) re3arded (n
the l(3ht o$ the supernatural essene o$ the Churh) (s nou3ht else 5ut a person($(at(on o$ lo'e)
the man($estat(on o$ the un(t! o$ the 0od! o$ Chr(st on earth- It (s there$ore (n (ts essent(al nature
the e6at oppos(te o$ dom(nat(on4 (t (s 5orn not o$ 5rutal(t!) 5ut o$ lo'e- Papa! and ep(sopa!
are d('(ne po2er) 5ut po2er put to the ser'(e o$ lo'e- Certa(nl! the pope has somet(mes to
spea# out (n sharp and peremptor! admon(t(on- It (s as 2hen Paul r(ed: "Shall I ome to !ou
2(th a rod/" %9 Cor- (') +9,- And somet(mes h(s anathema r(n3s throu3h the 2orld "(n the same
tones and 2(th the same lan3ua3e" %He(ler, as St- Paul used 2hen he e6luded the (nestuous
Cor(nth(an $rom the Chr(st(an ommun(t!- Ne'ertheless) e'en th(s an3r! and orret('e lo'e
rema(ns lo'e) lo'e $or the ommun(t! o$ 5rethren- The pope has (n so $ar the pr(ma! o$ lo'e-

 Nor (s there an! h(erarh! (n the Churh that ma! e6press (tsel$ other2(se than (n m(n(ster(n3
lo'e- .oe to the pont($$ 2ho m(suses h(s pr(ma! o$ lo'e $or personal ends) to 3rat($! h(s lust o$

 po2er) h(s a'ar(e) or other pass(on8 He s(ns a3a(nst the 0od! o$ Chr(st) he o$$ers '(olene to
&esus- He has to render an aount 5e!ond that re1u(red o$ an! other mem5er o$ the 0od! o$
Chr(st- Ho2 terr(5l! at the &ud3ment ma! the 2ords sound (n h(s ears) 2hen the r(sen Lord shall
as# h(m: "Peter) lo'est thou me) lo'est thou me more than these/" That (s the 3reat and sared

 pr('(le3e o$ h(s o$$(e) to lo'e Chr(st and H(s 0od! more than all other men) to real(>e that
honora5le t(tle 2h(h <re3or! the <reat assumed: "Ser'ant o$ the ser'ants o$ <od" %Ser'us
ser'orum =e(,- Pope P(us I) (n h(s $(rst En!l(al) la(d (t do2n that those 2ho pres(de are
noth(n3 5ut "ser'ants o$ the 3eneral 2eal) ser'ants o$ the ser'ants o$ <od) espe(all! o$ the
2ea# and need!) a$ter the pattern o$ the Lord-"8

The pope@s o$$(e (s essent(all! ser'(e o$ the ommun(t!) lo'e and de'ot(on- And 2hen 2e
 pres(nd $rom the o$$(e) 2hen 2e ons(der onl! the personal(t! o$ pope or 5(shop) then there (s
no d(st(nt(on o$ ran# (n the Churh) then the sa!(n3 o$ &esus (s true: "Ye are all 5rethren" %Mt-
66((() ,- In the same En!l(al Pope P(us la!s stress on the po(nt that "onl! (n th(s #(n3dom (s
there a true e1ual(t! o$ r(3ht) 2here(n all are endo2ed 2(th the same 3reatness and the same
no5(l(t!) 5e(n3 enno5led 5! the same pre(ous 0lood o$ Chr(st-" In the K(n3dom o$ Chr(st there
(s onl! one #(nd o$ no5(l(t!) namel! no5(l(t! o$ soul- The 2earer o$ the t(ara (s the ro# o$ the
Churh and has the har(sma o$ that o$$(e not $or h(msel$) 5ut $or h(s 5rethren- For h(msel$ he
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has no 3reater Chr(st(an r(3hts and no lesser Chr(st(an dut(es than the poorest 5e33ar (n the
streets- Indeed he (s (n espe(al need o$ the mer! o$ <od and re1u(res the (nteress(ons o$ h(s

 5rethren- And ($ h(s ons(ene 5e 5urdened 2(th s(n) then he also must #neel at the $eet o$ h(s
on$essor) 2ho ma! 5e the homel(est Capuh(n $r(ar- And 2ere he to appeal to &esus 2(th the
re1uest o$ the Sons o$ e5edee: "Lord) 3rant that I ma! s(t at Th! r(3ht hand or Th! le$t (n Th!
3lor!)" then 2ould h(s d(retor 3('e h(m the same ans2er: "You #no2 not 2hat !ou as#- Can
!ou dr(n# the hal(e 2h(h &esus dran#/"

Churh h(stor! demonstrates) to e'er! un5(ased student) ho2 earnestl! and austerel! most
2earers o$ the t(ara ha'e ta#en the(r personal o5l(3at(ons) and ho2 the(r lo$t! o$$(e has not
(mpa(red the(r hum(l(t!) lo'e and de'ot(on) 5ut trans$ormed and deepened them- It (s true that
there ha'e 5een popes) espe(all! (n the tenth entur! and at the Rena(ssane) 2ho ha'e 3('en
sad e'(dene o$ the $ra(lt! o$ human nature- 0ut the(r num5er $ades (nto (ns(3n($(ane 5e$ore
the da>>l(n3 ompan! o$ sa(nts and mart!rs 2h(h the See o$ Rome has alread! 3('en to the
2orld- The 2ords o$ the Protestant theolo3(an .alter Kohler a5out Pope P(us  are true
"mutat(s mutand(s" o$ the o'er2helm(n3 ma;or(t! o$ the popes o$ Rome: "He re#ed noth(n3 o$
the pol(t(al po2er o$ the modern state- He 2as a pr(est) and h(s endea'or 2as to hold the Host
alo$t) to loo# ne(ther to r(3ht nor le$t) and to 5ear h(s Sa'(or throu3h the 2orld-" Suh (s the (dea
o$ the papa! and suh (ts essent(al nature: to 5ear the Sa'(or throu3h the 2orld) to de'ote sel$
to Chr(st (n the ser'(e o$ the ommun(t!- So all e3ot(sm) all dom(nat(on) all spe(al pr('(le3e (s
$undamentall! $ore(3n to the Churh- And there$ore and (n that measure the Churh $ul$(lls the
no5lest dreams o$ demorat( e1ual(t!- n(t! and 5rotherl! lo'e ha'e here 5u(lt themsel'es a
house) a house (n 2h(h) as St- C!pr(an sa!s and St- Au3ust(ne repeats %=e 5apt- - =on- '(() J,)
onl! those d2ell 2ho are o$ one heart and one m(nd- The sp(r(t o$ the Master per'ades that
d2ell(n3) the sp(r(t 2h(h enr(hed us 2(th the lum(nous 2ords: "One onl! (s !our Master) !e all
are 5rethren-"

Endnotes

#$ one of the Fathers sets forth the mystical unity of Christ and the faithful so clearly and impressi!ely as
does St$ Augustine$ 2e would ha!e the nature of the Church concei!ed in terms of this unity: Cum ille
caput) nos mem6ra unus est Filius &ei *In ep$ Eoan$ Tr$ X) -.$ Aliter enim est in no6is tamuam in templo
suo) aliter autem uia et nos ipse sumus) cum secundum id) uod ut caput nostrum esset) homo factus
est) corpus eius sumus *In e!$ Eoann$ Tr$ CXI) ?.$ "t nos Ipse est *Sermo CXXXIII) >.$ Ille caput cum
ceteris mem6ris unus homo est$ "t cum ascendere nemo potest) nisi ui in eius corpore mem6rum ipsius
factus fuerit) impletur: uia nemo ascendit) nisi ui descendit$$$$ igitur am non duo) sed una caro *Sermo
XCI) ) <.$

,$ St$ Augustine: &ominus autem securus moriens dedit sanguinem suum pro ea) uam resurgens
ha6eret) uam si6i am conun1erat in utero !irginis$ Ver6um enim sponsus et sponsa caro humana et
utrumue unus Filius &ei et idem filius hominis: u6i factus est caput ecclesiae) ille uterus !irginis 5ariae
thalamus eus) inde processit tamuam sponsus de thalamo suo *In e!$ Eoann$ Tr$ VIII) ;.$

-$ 2eiler) op$ cit$) p$ ;0$

;$ %Arcanum &ei% *#+,,.$ St$ Augustine delights to descri6e this Church authority as a ministry of lo!e$ cf$
Praesunt non ut praesint) sed ut prosint *Contra Faustum XXII) ?.$ Sic praeest fratri6us) ut eorum ser!um
se esse meminerit *Contra ep$ Parm$ III) -) #.$

Chapter IB: Throu3h the Churh to Chr(st
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"%here two or three are &athered to&ether in my name, there am I in the midst of
them" (Mt. xviii, 20).

0eh(nd our (n1u(r! (nto the nature o$ Cathol((sm) there l(e neessar(l! the 1uest(on o$ the l('(n3
<od and the 1uest(on o$ the m!ster! o$ Chr(st-

It (s o$ ourse (mposs(5le to set $orth e'en rou3hl!) st(ll less to sol'e) the 2hole mass o$
 pro5lems onneted 2(th these 1uest(ons- Let (t 5e su$$((ent to sho2 learl! and s(mpl! the 2a!
 5! 2h(h the Cathol( omes to the l('(n3 <od and to Chr(st- In th(s proess 2e shall $(nd that
$urther l(3ht 2(ll 5e thro2n on the nature o$ Cathol((sm) so as to (llum(nate (ts manner o$
see(n3) th(n#(n3 and $eel(n3-

The struture o$ Cathol( $a(th ma! 5e summar(>ed (n a s(n3le sentene: I ome to a l('(n3 $a(th
(n the Tr(une <od throu3h Chr(st (n H(s Churh- I e6per(ene the at(on o$ the l('(n3 <od
throu3h Chr(st real(>(n3 H(msel$ (n H(s Churh-

So 2e see that the ert(tude o$ Cathol( $a(th rests on the sared tr(ad: <od) Chr(st) Churh-

Ho2 does the Cathol( atta(n ert(tude a5out <od) and ah(e'e h(s "I 5el(e'e"/ He omes
thereto $(nall! 5! the 2a! o$ re'elat(on and 3rae) 5ut (n the $(rst (nstane and preparator(l! 5!
the 2a! o$ natural reason- The Bat(an Coun(l la!s (t do2n that <od) as the 5e3(nn(n3 and end
o$ all th(n3s) an 5e erta(nl! #no2n) 5! the natural l(3ht o$ reason $rom the '(s(5le 2orld- Th(s
#no2led3e o$ <od 2(ll 5e more eas(l! atta(ned) the more learl! 2e are ons(ous that the 1uest
a$ter <od) the rel(3(ous (n1u(r! and (n'est(3at(on) (s spe($(all! d($$erent $rom an! pro$ane
(n1u(r!) as $or (nstane an (n'est(3at(on (nto the ha5(ts o$ (nsets- The ond(t(onal) $(n(te)
(mper$et harater o$ our 5e(n3 3('es the rel(3(ous (n1u(r! th(s spe($( harater- I$ I ons(der
m! o2n nature I read(l! d(so'er that I am not an a5solute 5e(n3) 5ut utterl! and ent(rel!
ond(t(oned- E'er!2here I $(nd 5ounds and l(m(ts- E'er!2here are l(nes 2h(h suddenl! 5rea#
o$$ short- The $at that there (s an A5solute (s not the la5or(ous produt o$ speulat('e

 ph(losoph!) 5ut rather the med(ate onse1uene o$ a d(spass(onate ons(derat(on o$ m! 5e(n3-
For 2hen I reo3n(>e that I am a ond(t(oned 5e(n3) 5! that 'er! $at I a$$(rm the e6(stene o$
the A5solute- Thus I reah 2(thout more ado the prat(al ;ud3ment that m! utterl! ond(t(oned

 5e(n3 (s ord(nated to and postulates an A5solute- I do not stand on the same le'el 2(th the
A5solute- And so m! mental att(tude to2ards th(s A5solute must ha'e a moral and rel(3(ous
harater) that (s to sa! that (t must 5e harater(>ed 5! hum(l(t!) re'erene) pur(t! and lo'e-

.hen the (n1u(r! (s not 5ased upon th(s moral $oundat(on) 2hen a man enters upon (t (n $ull
autonom! and 2(th purel! pro$ane (nst(nts) as thou3h (t 2ere a purel! (nd($$erent 1uest(on and
one 2h(h d(d not onern man@s '(tal (nterests) or e'en as thou3h he 2ere ;ud3e and <od a
suspeted de$endant) then he (s sadl! m(sone('(n3 the 'er! 5as(s o$ h(s 5e(n3 and (n a 2holl!
(nadm(ss(5le $ash(on ma#(n3 h(msel$ a5solute- .e somet(mes steal (nto the sphere o$ the
A5solute) as thou3h 2e stood on a le'el 2(th It) or as thou3h It 2ere (narnate (n us- At the

 5ottom o$ all un(nterested or autonomous th(n#(n3 a5out <od l(es suh a seret delus(on- And
th(s seret delus(on (s the real soure o$ error 2h(h all too eas(l! ma#es the (n1u(r! un$ru(t$ul-
For althou3h <od has pla(nl! man($ested H(msel$ to human reason (n H(s reat(on) !et suh a
natural #no2led3e o$ <od an en#(ndle '(tal rel(3(on onl! ($ (t 5e aompan(ed 5! hum(l(t! and
re'erene- All sel$7assured) proud (n1u(r! (s e6luded- Re'erene onl! should (nsp(re us and a
hum5le !earn(n3 $or the truth- I$ m! (n1u(r! has th(s eth(o7rel(3(ous harater) then (s m! m(nd
$ree and open to the deepest (ntu(t(ons4 (t (s no lon3er (mpr(soned (n the narro2 l(m(ts o$ m!
sel$) 5ut trul! unpre;ud(ed (n the 5est sense o$ the 2ord- Then onl! am I thorou3hl! aess(5le
to all the poss(5(l(t(es o$ the m!ster! o$ the un('erse and there$ore (n a pos(t(on to see natural
real(t! as (t (s (n (tsel$) as (t reall! (s) and not as m! (mper(ous m(nd 2ould ha'e (t 5e- I see
learl! ho2 thousands o$ l(nes o$ the maroosm and the m(roosm lead onurrentl! to a
s(n3le po(nt) 5! 2h(h alone the(r un(t! and the(r ult(mate mean(n3 are (ntell(3(5le- I atta(n to the
reo3n(t(on o$ a pr(mal F(rst Cause) to the assumpt(on o$ an ult(mate Idea and an ult(mate .(ll





THE SPIRIT OF THE SPIRIT OF CACATHOLICISM THOLICISM Karl Karl AdamAdam 2727

dom(nat(n3 the 2orld4 and I reah e'en $urther st(ll) $or I ome to 5el(e'e (n an (ntell(3ent .(lldom(nat(n3 the 2orld4 and I reah e'en $urther st(ll) $or I ome to 5el(e'e (n an (ntell(3ent .(ll
2h(h real(>es Itsel$ a5solutel2h(h real(>es Itsel$ a5solutel! (n the 2orld o$ real(t! (n the 2orld o$ real(t!!--

0ut natural reason leads me onl! so $ar) onl! to <od as the pr(n(ple and mean(n3 o$ all th(n3s)0ut natural reason leads me onl! so $ar) onl! to <od as the pr(n(ple and mean(n3 o$ all th(n3s)
to 2hom I o2e adorat(on and o5ed(ene- It leads me to a natural 2orsh(p o$ the Most H(3h) 5utto 2hom I o2e adorat(on and o5ed(ene- It leads me to a natural 2orsh(p o$ the Most H(3h) 5ut
(t does not lead me to a supernatural ommere o$ l($e and lo'e 2(th th(s <od) nor an (t tell me(t does not lead me to a supernatural ommere o$ l($e and lo'e 2(th th(s <od) nor an (t tell me
2hether suh a l('(n3 (nterourse (s poss(5le- It (s true that reat(on 3('es test(mon! to <od@s2hether suh a l('(n3 (nterourse (s poss(5le- It (s true that reat(on 3('es test(mon! to <od@s
omn(potene) 2(sdom and 3oodness4 5ut (t does so onl! so $ar as these attr(5utes are m(rrored (nomn(potene) 2(sdom and 3oodness4 5ut (t does so onl! so $ar as these attr(5utes are m(rrored (n
natural th(n3s- It does not 3('e test(mon! to the $ullness o$ H(s reat('e lo'e) (t does not let usnatural th(n3s- It does not 3('e test(mon! to the $ullness o$ H(s reat('e lo'e) (t does not let us
see (nto the heart o$ <od- Is <od onl! the Creator and Supporter o$ m! 5e(n3/ Or (s He moresee (nto the heart o$ <od- Is <od onl! the Creator and Supporter o$ m! 5e(n3/ Or (s He more
than that) and 2ould He 5e more than that/ The (nner 2orld o$ the Tr(une <od) 2ho "d2elleththan that) and 2ould He 5e more than that/ The (nner 2orld o$ the Tr(une <od) 2ho "d2elleth
(n l(3ht (naess(5le" %9 T(m- '() 9,) rema(ns $or us the "m!ster! #ept seret $rom etern(t!"(n l(3ht (naess(5le" %9 T(m- '() 9,) rema(ns $or us the "m!ster! #ept seret $rom etern(t!"
%Rom- 6'() +D,) unless He re'eals H(msel$ to us 5! H(s l('(n3 2ord) (n an at o$ the most%Rom- 6'() +D,) unless He re'eals H(msel$ to us 5! H(s l('(n3 2ord) (n an at o$ the most
3enerous personal 3('(n3 and 5! a man($estat(on that passes 5e!ond the dead 2(tness o$ nature-3enerous personal 3('(n3 and 5! a man($estat(on that passes 5e!ond the dead 2(tness o$ nature-
Thus the (nner <od) the 2hole <od) the "m!ster! 2h(h had 5een h(dden $rom a3es andThus the (nner <od) the 2hole <od) the "m!ster! 2h(h had 5een h(dden $rom a3es and
3enerat(ons" %Col- () +, (s re'ealed to us men onl! 5! the supernatural 2a!) onl! 5! the $at that3enerat(ons" %Col- () +, (s re'ealed to us men onl! 5! the supernatural 2a!) onl! 5! the $at that
He H(msel$ spea#s to us- Suh (s the Chr(st(an@s 3lad t(d(n3s: "<od) 2ho at sundr! t(mes and (nHe H(msel$ spea#s to us- Suh (s the Chr(st(an@s 3lad t(d(n3s: "<od) 2ho at sundr! t(mes and (n
d('erd('ers manners spo#e (n t(mes past s manners spo#e (n t(mes past to the $athers 5! the to the $athers 5! the propprophets) last o$ all hets) last o$ all (n these da!s hath(n these da!s hath
spo#en to us 5! spo#en to us 5! H(s Son" %He5r- () 97+,-H(s Son" %He5r- () 97+,-

In Chr(st the ondesens(on o$ <od to our human(t! 5eame a permanent and 5lessed real(t!-In Chr(st the ondesens(on o$ <od to our human(t! 5eame a permanent and 5lessed real(t!-
"And the .ord 2as made $lesh-" Th(s $a(th (n &esus) (n the "=eus Inarnatus)" (s the seond"And the .ord 2as made $lesh-" Th(s $a(th (n &esus) (n the "=eus Inarnatus)" (s the seond

 p(llar 2h(h supports the ed($(e o$ the Cathol p(llar 2h(h supports the ed($(e o$ the Cathol( $a(th-( $a(th-

0ut ho2 omes the Cathol( to th(s $a(th (n &esus) (n the Son o$ <od/ .hen 2e ans2er th(s0ut ho2 omes the Cathol( to th(s $a(th (n &esus) (n the Son o$ <od/ .hen 2e ans2er th(s
1uest(on there emer3es to '(e2 a harater(st( element o$ the Cathol( m(nd) the o'er2helm(n31uest(on there emer3es to '(e2 a harater(st( element o$ the Cathol( m(nd) the o'er2helm(n3
(mportane o$ the Churh (n the produt(on o$ the ert(tude o$ $a(th- The Cathol( does not ome(mportane o$ the Churh (n the produt(on o$ the ert(tude o$ $a(th- The Cathol( does not ome
to Chr(st 5! l(terar! hannels) as 5! the Sr(ptural reords) 5ut throu3h h(s saramental andto Chr(st 5! l(terar! hannels) as 5! the Sr(ptural reords) 5ut throu3h h(s saramental and

 personal (norporat(on (n the l('(n3 Ch personal (norporat(on (n the l('(n3 Churh- Ho2 (s th(s to 5e understood/urh- Ho2 (s th(s to 5e understood/

Certa(nl! he re3ards the 0(5le as a sared 5oo#) 2r(tten 5! the hand o$ <od and there$oreCerta(nl! he re3ards the 0(5le as a sared 5oo#) 2r(tten 5! the hand o$ <od and there$ore
unerr(n3 (n all (ts parts- And erta(nl! he aepts 2(th ;o! and 3rat(tude the lum(nous portra(t o$unerr(n3 (n all (ts parts- And erta(nl! he aepts 2(th ;o! and 3rat(tude the lum(nous portra(t o$
&esus that (s dra2n 5! the <ospels- ".(thout the Sr(pture)" sa!s Mohler) "the true $orm o$ the&esus that (s dra2n 5! the <ospels- ".(thout the Sr(pture)" sa!s Mohler) "the true $orm o$ the
sa!(n3s o$ &esus 2ould ha'e 5een 2(thheld $rom us- .e should not ha'e #no2n ho2 the <od7sa!(n3s o$ &esus 2ould ha'e 5een 2(thheld $rom us- .e should not ha'e #no2n ho2 the <od7
man spo#e) and I th(n# I should not 5e a5le to l('e an! more) ($ I eased to hear H(m spea#-89man spo#e) and I th(n# I should not 5e a5le to l('e an! more) ($ I eased to hear H(m spea#-89
Yet the Cathol( does not der('e h(s $a(th (n &esus $rom the Sr(ptures- For he had th(s $a(thYet the Cathol( does not der('e h(s $a(th (n &esus $rom the Sr(ptures- For he had th(s $a(th
alread!) 5e$ore the $(rst Ep(stle and 5e$ore the $(rst <ospel 2as 2r(tten- H(s $a(th dates 5a# toalread!) 5e$ore the $(rst Ep(stle and 5e$ore the $(rst <ospel 2as 2r(tten- H(s $a(th dates 5a# to
St- Peter@s on$ess(on at Caesarea Ph(l(pp(: "Thou art the Chr(st) the Son o$ the l('(n3 <od-"St- Peter@s on$ess(on at Caesarea Ph(l(pp(: "Thou art the Chr(st) the Son o$ the l('(n3 <od-"

In lo'(n3 on'erse 2(th &esus) under the (n$luene o$ H(s deep and mo'(n3 2ords and H(sIn lo'(n3 on'erse 2(th &esus) under the (n$luene o$ H(s deep and mo'(n3 2ords and H(s
m(3ht! 2or#s) 5ut espe(all! throu3h (mmed(ate (nterourse 2(th H(s l('(n3 Person) a ne2 th(n3m(3ht! 2or#s) 5ut espe(all! throu3h (mmed(ate (nterourse 2(th H(s l('(n3 Person) a ne2 th(n3
matured (n the l(ttle 5and o$ H(s d(s(ples) the ne2 real(>at(on that the Chr(st 2as man($ested (nmatured (n the l(ttle 5and o$ H(s d(s(ples) the ne2 real(>at(on that the Chr(st 2as man($ested (n
&esus- S(ne men annot 3rasp the 3lor! o$ <od (n (ts na#ed (mmed(a!) 5ut onl! (n a m(rror)&esus- S(ne men annot 3rasp the 3lor! o$ <od (n (ts na#ed (mmed(a!) 5ut onl! (n a m(rror)
onl! "(n aen(3mate)" onl! (n the 5ro#en $orms o$ the human and $(n(te) there 2as needed aonl! "(n aen(3mate)" onl! (n the 5ro#en $orms o$ the human and $(n(te) there 2as needed a
mo'ement $rom <od) a d('(ne (llum(nat(on) a ne2 and pro$ounder '(s(on) (n order that manmo'ement $rom <od) a d('(ne (llum(nat(on) a ne2 and pro$ounder '(s(on) (n order that man
m(3ht p(ere the reated 'e(ls and 2(th a5solute erta(nt! reom(3ht p(ere the reated 'e(ls and 2(th a5solute erta(nt! reo3n(>e the d('(ne (n &esus- 3n(>e the d('(ne (n &esus- HeneHene
the 2ords o$ our Lord to Peter: the 2ords o$ our Lord to Peter: "Flesh and 5lood ha'e not re'ealed (t to thee) "Flesh and 5lood ha'e not re'ealed (t to thee) 5ut m! Father 2ho5ut m! Father 2ho
(s (n hea'en-" There$ore) at the 'er! 5e3(nn(n3 o$ the h(stor! o$ the Chr(st(an $a(th) there stands(s (n hea'en-" There$ore) at the 'er! 5e3(nn(n3 o$ the h(stor! o$ the Chr(st(an $a(th) there stands
the on'(t(on that not mere reason) nor learn(n3) not e'en theolo3(al learn(n3) onduts us tothe on'(t(on that not mere reason) nor learn(n3) not e'en theolo3(al learn(n3) onduts us to
the m!ster! o$ &esus) 5ut the 3rae o$ <od alone4 and that there$ore hum5le) re'erent and lo'(n3the m!ster! o$ &esus) 5ut the 3rae o$ <od alone4 and that there$ore hum5le) re'erent and lo'(n3
openness to the 2orld o$ the supernatural (s more e$$et('e than all learned reason(n3- "No oneopenness to the 2orld o$ the supernatural (s more e$$et('e than all learned reason(n3- "No one
ometh to the Son) unless the Father dra2 h(m" %&ohn '() ,- In the 1uest o$ the (n$(n(te <odometh to the Son) unless the Father dra2 h(m" %&ohn '() ,- In the 1uest o$ the (n$(n(te <od
our att(tude must 5e one onl! o$ e6petat(on and attent(on) $or the ade1uate ans2er omes onl!our att(tude must 5e one onl! o$ e6petat(on and attent(on) $or the ade1uate ans2er omes onl!
$rom on h(3h- And so there (s noth(n3 more preposterous than to see# to demonstrate the$rom on h(3h- And so there (s noth(n3 more preposterous than to see# to demonstrate the
=('(n(t! o$ &esus 2(th se'ere s(ent($( e6at(tude) (n the sense that e'en the rel(3(ousl! and=('(n(t! o$ &esus 2(th se'ere s(ent($( e6at(tude) (n the sense that e'en the rel(3(ousl! and
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morall! (nd($$erent) !es e'en the morall! de$et('e) the e3o(st and the man (mmersed (n themorall! (nd($$erent) !es e'en the morall! de$et('e) the e3o(st and the man (mmersed (n the
th(n3s o$ sense) should 5e a5le to la! hold o$ the <odhead o$ &esus 2(th the(r hands and shouldth(n3s o$ sense) should 5e a5le to la! hold o$ the <odhead o$ &esus 2(th the(r hands and should
no lon3er res(st the $a(th- As thou3h $a(th 2ere a sel$7e'(dent th(n3) as that t2(e t2o (s $our- Theno lon3er res(st the $a(th- As thou3h $a(th 2ere a sel$7e'(dent th(n3) as that t2(e t2o (s $our- The
(n$(n(te and hol! <od does not allo2 H(msel$ to 5e pro$aned 5! 5eom(n3 the o5;et o$ a purel!(n$(n(te and hol! <od does not allo2 H(msel$ to 5e pro$aned 5! 5eom(n3 the o5;et o$ a purel!
human (n'est(3at(on- Certa(nl!) 5! H(s m(rales and s(3ns) He d(rets an! unpre;ud(ed th(n#erhuman (n'est(3at(on- Certa(nl!) 5! H(s m(rales and s(3ns) He d(rets an! unpre;ud(ed th(n#er
to the $a(th- 0ut the happ! onsummat(on) the '(tor(ous a$$(rmat(on o$ 5el(e$) (s 3('en onl! toto the $a(th- 0ut the happ! onsummat(on) the '(tor(ous a$$(rmat(on o$ 5el(e$) (s 3('en onl! to
those 2ho see# H(m 2(th pro$ound re'erene- .hat sort o$ Chr(st(an(t! 2ould that 5e) 2hosethose 2ho see# H(m 2(th pro$ound re'erene- .hat sort o$ Chr(st(an(t! 2ould that 5e) 2hose

 pr(n(pal  pr(n(pal and and most most >ealous >ealous adherents adherents 5eause 5eause o$ o$ the the mathemat(al mathemat(al demonstra5(l(t! demonstra5(l(t! o$ o$ thethe
=('(n(t! o$ &esusmust neessar(l! 5e the 2(se and the le'er o$ th(s 2orld) the sel$(sh and the=('(n(t! o$ &esusmust neessar(l! 5e the 2(se and the le'er o$ th(s 2orld) the sel$(sh and the
sel$7sat(s$(ed) and not the poor (n sp(r(t and the pure o$ heart? M!ster! and 3rae are o$ thesel$7sat(s$(ed) and not the poor (n sp(r(t and the pure o$ heart? M!ster! and 3rae are o$ the
essene o$ the d('(ne- Hene the 'ast s(3n($(ane o$ the 2ords o$ &esus: "Flesh and 5lood ha'eessene o$ the d('(ne- Hene the 'ast s(3n($(ane o$ the 2ords o$ &esus: "Flesh and 5lood ha'e
not re'ealed (t to thee) 5ut m! Father 2ho (s not re'ealed (t to thee) 5ut m! Father 2ho (s (n hea'en-"(n hea'en-"

The "m(3ht! 2(ndThe "m(3ht! 2(nd" o$ Penteost #(ndle" o$ Penteost #(ndled that pure 3lo2 2h(h 2as (n the d that pure 3lo2 2h(h 2as (n the 5reast o$ Peter (nto a5reast o$ Peter (nto a
 5la>(n3  5la>(n3 $(re $(re and and the the $(re $(re se(>ed se(>ed upon upon all all those those 2ho 2ho surrounded surrounded Peter- .hat Peter- .hat the! the! had had 5el(e'ed5el(e'ed
onl! $a(nt7heartedl! 5e$ore) 5eame no2 an unsha#a5le erta(nt!) a erta(nt! stron3er than theonl! $a(nt7heartedl! 5e$ore) 5eame no2 an unsha#a5le erta(nt!) a erta(nt! stron3er than the
erta(nt! o$ &e2(sh perseut(on and Roman t!rann!- The! #ne2 that "th(s &esus hath <od ra(sederta(nt! o$ &e2(sh perseut(on and Roman t!rann!- The! #ne2 that "th(s &esus hath <od ra(sed
a3a(n - - - and He (s e6alted to the r(3ht hand o$ the Father" %Ats (() *+) **,- That 2as the houra3a(n - - - and He (s e6alted to the r(3ht hand o$ the Father" %Ats (() *+) **,- That 2as the hour
o$ the 5(rth o$ the ne2 $a(th and o$ the ne2 Churh- .h! d(d the apostles 5el(e'e/ 0eause theo$ the 5(rth o$ the ne2 $a(th and o$ the ne2 Churh- .h! d(d the apostles 5el(e'e/ 0eause the
Hol! Sp(r(t opened the(r e!es Hol! Sp(r(t opened the(r e!es and the! understooand the! understood d 2hat had 3one 2hat had 3one 5e$o5e$ore: the re: the man($man($estat(oestat(on o$n o$
&esu&esus) s) H(s H(s l($el($e) ) deadeath th and resurand resurreret(ot(on- n- The human The human $or$orm m thathat t 'e('e(led led H(s H(s =('=('(n((n(t! t! 5e5eameame
transparent to them) and no2 $or the $(rst t(me the! all o$ them (n a omprehens('e andtransparent to them) and no2 $or the $(rst t(me the! all o$ them (n a omprehens('e and
o'er2helm(n3 (ntu(t(on sa2 "the 3lor! o$ <od (n the $ae o$ Chr(st &esus-" All that the! hado'er2helm(n3 (ntu(t(on sa2 "the 3lor! o$ <od (n the $ae o$ Chr(st &esus-" All that the! had
3uessed) and hoped) and 5el(e'ed o$ H(s m!ster! dur(n3 H(s earthl! areer: all that 2as st(ll3uessed) and hoped) and 5el(e'ed o$ H(s m!ster! dur(n3 H(s earthl! areer: all that 2as st(ll
o'ershado2ed 5! dou5t) unerta(nt! and 2orldl! ares- Onl! at t(mes) as at Caesarea Ph(l(pp(o'ershado2ed 5! dou5t) unerta(nt! and 2orldl! ares- Onl! at t(mes) as at Caesarea Ph(l(pp(
%Mt- 6'() 979G,) had a deeper (ns(3ht ome to them- 0ut (t had not 3r(pped the 2hole man) and%Mt- 6'() 979G,) had a deeper (ns(3ht ome to them- 0ut (t had not 3r(pped the 2hole man) and
under the (n$luenes o$ e'er!da! (rumstane) espe(all! under the terrors o$ <ood Fr(da!) (tunder the (n$luenes o$ e'er!da! (rumstane) espe(all! under the terrors o$ <ood Fr(da!) (t
soon $led (nto the soon $led (nto the remotremotest reesses o$ est reesses o$ the(r onsthe(r ons(ousne(ousness- 0ut ss- 0ut no2no2) (n ) (n the $(er! 3lo2 o$ the $(er! 3lo2 o$ the(rthe(r
Penteostal e6per(ene) the(r $a(th 5eame a 5la>(n3 $lame- Then all those small and satteredPenteostal e6per(ene) the(r $a(th 5eame a 5la>(n3 $lame- Then all those small and sattered
ra!s om5(ned to $orm one 3reat rad(ane) a sure and erta(n real(>at(on o$ the Person o$ &esusra!s om5(ned to $orm one 3reat rad(ane) a sure and erta(n real(>at(on o$ the Person o$ &esus
and all that that (mpl(ed- So lear 2as th(s (ntu(t(on and so stron3 th(s erta(nt!) that thoseand all that that (mpl(ed- So lear 2as th(s (ntu(t(on and so stron3 th(s erta(nt!) that those
d(s(ples 2ere utterl! han3ed men- 0e$ore) the! had 5een men o$ l(ttle $a(th) 2(th the(rd(s(ples 2ere utterl! han3ed men- 0e$ore) the! had 5een men o$ l(ttle $a(th) 2(th the(r
ont(nual 1uest(on(n3 and the(r h(ld(sh e3ot(sm4 5ut no2 the! 2ent out (nto the ('(l(>ed 2orldont(nual 1uest(on(n3 and the(r h(ld(sh e3ot(sm4 5ut no2 the! 2ent out (nto the ('(l(>ed 2orld
$ull o$ the sp(r(t o$ sel$7 sar($(e and stron3 (n soul- And the! arr(ed the ne2 $(re to the ho'els$ull o$ the sp(r(t o$ sel$7 sar($(e and stron3 (n soul- And the! arr(ed the ne2 $(re to the ho'els
o$ sla'es and (nto the palaes o$ emperors- T2el'e s(mple) uneduated $(shermen re'olut(on(>edo$ sla'es and (nto the palaes o$ emperors- T2el'e s(mple) uneduated $(shermen re'olut(on(>ed
the 2orld) and that 2(th no other (nstrument than the(r ne2 $a(th and the(r read(ness to d(e $orthe 2orld) and that 2(th no other (nstrument than the(r ne2 $a(th and the(r read(ness to d(e $or
that $a(th-that $a(th-

So the ne2 $a(th entered upon the sta3e o$ h(stor!) not as a human 2or#) 5ut as an elementalSo the ne2 $a(th entered upon the sta3e o$ h(stor!) not as a human 2or#) 5ut as an elemental
e6per(ene o$ the sp(r(t) as the po2er o$ <od- The h(stor(an 2(ll est(mate th(s e6per(enee6per(ene o$ the sp(r(t) as the po2er o$ <od- The h(stor(an 2(ll est(mate th(s e6per(ene
d($$erentl!) aord(n3 to h(s $undamental standpo(nt- 0ut he annot ontest (ts atual(t!- And ($d($$erentl!) aord(n3 to h(s $undamental standpo(nt- 0ut he annot ontest (ts atual(t!- And ($
he should happen to (nterpret (t other2(se) then the ps!holo3(st (nter'enes and po(nts out thathe should happen to (nterpret (t other2(se) then the ps!holo3(st (nter'enes and po(nts out that
the e6per(ethe e6per(ene o$ ne o$ PentePenteost d(d not ost d(d not remarema(n an (n an (solate(solated e'ent) 5ut has d e'ent) 5ut has 2or#e2or#ed on d on the h(stor! o$the h(stor! o$
the 2orld 2(th une6ampled po2er) and that a permanent rel(3(ous un(on o$ m(nds has resultedthe 2orld 2(th une6ampled po2er) and that a permanent rel(3(ous un(on o$ m(nds has resulted
$rom (t- Suh a permanent un(on o$ m(nds 2ould 5e ps!holo3(all! (ne6pl(a5le) had not man@s$rom (t- Suh a permanent un(on o$ m(nds 2ould 5e ps!holo3(all! (ne6pl(a5le) had not man@s
$undamental apt(tude $or the d('(ne $ound) and d(d (t not ont(nuall! $(nd) pre(sel! (n th(s$undamental apt(tude $or the d('(ne $ound) and d(d (t not ont(nuall! $(nd) pre(sel! (n th(s
e6per(ene (ts $ul$(llment and (ts sat(s$at(on- So the e6per(ene o$ Penteost orresponds to ae6per(ene (ts $ul$(llment and (ts sat(s$at(on- So the e6per(ene o$ Penteost orresponds to a

 5as(  5as( $at $at o$ o$ the the human human sp(r(t) sp(r(t) (ts (ts ord(nat(on ord(nat(on to to <od) <od) and and there5! there5! has has an an (mportane (mportane thatthat
transends the part(ular e6per(ene) an (mportane as 2(de as human(t!- All other (nd('(dualtransends the part(ular e6per(ene) an (mportane as 2(de as human(t!- All other (nd('(dual
rel(3rel(3(ous e6per(en(ous e6per(enes) suh as es) suh as those o$ S(mon those o$ S(mon Ma3us) o$ =os(theus) o$ Elhasa() are la#(n3 (nMa3us) o$ =os(theus) o$ Elhasa() are la#(n3 (n
th(s d(st(nt('e 1ual(t! o$ e$$et(n3 a permanent un(on o$ m(nds- The! 'an(sh $rom h(stor! asth(s d(st(nt('e 1ual(t! o$ e$$et(n3 a permanent un(on o$ m(nds- The! 'an(sh $rom h(stor! as
1u(#1u(#l! as l! as the! ome) and 5! the! ome) and 5! that 'er! $at pro'e themsel'es $alse e6per(ethat 'er! $at pro'e themsel'es $alse e6per(enes) possess(nes) possess(n3 non3 no
human and un('ersal (mportane $undamentall! rooted (n human and un('ersal (mportane $undamentall! rooted (n the sp(r(t o$ man-the sp(r(t o$ man-
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The e6per(ene o$ Penteost 2as a torh 2h(h 2as ne'er a3a(n to 5e e6t(n3u(shed (n human(t!-The e6per(ene o$ Penteost 2as a torh 2h(h 2as ne'er a3a(n to 5e e6t(n3u(shed (n human(t!-
ThaThat t (s (s the de(sthe de(s('e $at 2h(h the ('e $at 2h(h the h(sh(stortor(an ma! (an ma! not (3nonot (3nore- On re- On h(s o2n h(s o2n pr(pr(n(n(pleples s thethe

 ps!holo3(st  ps!holo3(st an an onlude onlude that that th(s th(s (s (s no no ase ase o$ o$ mass7su33est(on mass7su33est(on or or hallu(nat(on) hallu(nat(on) 5ut 5ut aa
3enu(ne) rel(3(ous e6per(ene) a permanent 3r(p o$ the soul 5! po2ers 2h(h are not o$ th(s3enu(ne) rel(3(ous e6per(ene) a permanent 3r(p o$ the soul 5! po2ers 2h(h are not o$ th(s
2orld- .h(le the h(stor(an e6am(nes th(s ps!holo3(al $at (n the l(3ht o$ h(stor(al #no2led3e2orld- .h(le the h(stor(an e6am(nes th(s ps!holo3(al $at (n the l(3ht o$ h(stor(al #no2led3e
and aserta(ns (n deta(l 2hat enormous oppos(t(on that Penteostal e6per(ene enountered (nand aserta(ns (n deta(l 2hat enormous oppos(t(on that Penteostal e6per(ene enountered (n
the &e2(sh and pa3an 2orld) ho2 the Chr(st(an $a(th had to stru33le not onl! 2(th pol(t(althe &e2(sh and pa3an 2orld) ho2 the Chr(st(an $a(th had to stru33le not onl! 2(th pol(t(al
$ores 5ut also 2(th rel(3(ous and ultural enem(es) na! 2(th the 'er! des(res o$ the heart (n the$ores 5ut also 2(th rel(3(ous and ultural enem(es) na! 2(th the 'er! des(res o$ the heart (n the
mart!rdom o$ the 5od! and more 5(tter tr(als o$ the soul) ho2 the 3ospel o$ Chr(st ru($(ed) somart!rdom o$ the 5od! and more 5(tter tr(als o$ the soul) ho2 the 3ospel o$ Chr(st ru($(ed) so
(nred(5le and parado6(al (n (tsel$ and prola(med 5! suh s(mple) poor and unlettered men) !et(nred(5le and parado6(al (n (tsel$ and prola(med 5! suh s(mple) poor and unlettered men) !et
(n a (n a $e2 entur(e$e2 entur(es s on1uon1uered the 2orld %$- St- Au3ust(neered the 2orld %$- St- Au3ust(ne) "=e ) "=e (' =e()" 66(() D,) he (' =e()" 66(() D,) he passes outpasses out
o$ the re3(on o$ mere ps!holo3! on to the plane o$ h(stor(al real(t! and atta(ns the h(3hesto$ the re3(on o$ mere ps!holo3! on to the plane o$ h(stor(al real(t! and atta(ns the h(3hest
de3rede3ree e o$ o$ h(storh(stor(al erta(nt!(al erta(nt!- - Thus an Thus an unpreunpre;ud(e;ud(ed d appreappre(at(o(at(on n o$ the o$ the ps!hps!holo3(olo3(al al andand
h(stor(al results o$ the m(rale o$ Penteost ma! e'en pro'(de a rat(onal 5as(s $or St- Paul@sh(stor(al results o$ the m(rale o$ Penteost ma! e'en pro'(de a rat(onal 5as(s $or St- Paul@s
test(mon! to the <ospel: "It (s the po2er o$ <od unto sal'at(on $or e'er!one that 5el(e'ethtest(mon! to the <ospel: "It (s the po2er o$ <od unto sal'at(on $or e'er!one that 5el(e'eth
there(n" %Rom- () 9,-there(n" %Rom- () 9,-

The Penteostal e6per(ene o$ the $(rst d(s(ples) 5eause (t 2as e$$eted 5! <od) has t2oThe Penteostal e6per(ene o$ the $(rst d(s(ples) 5eause (t 2as e$$eted 5! <od) has t2o
harater(st(s: (ts omprehens('e athol((t! and (ts ompat un(t!- Cathol((t!) un('ersal(t!)harater(st(s: (ts omprehens('e athol((t! and (ts ompat un(t!- Cathol((t!) un('ersal(t!)

 5elon3s properl! to  5elon3s properl! to <od@s redempt('e at('(t<od@s redempt('e at('(t!!- .here <od - .here <od (s at 2or# (s at 2or# there an 5e there an 5e no respet o$no respet o$
 persons- It  persons- It annot 5e annot 5e that the that the real(t! man($ested real(t! man($ested (n Chr(st (n Chr(st should 5e should 5e onl! $or onl! $or some men some men and notand not
$or others$or others) onl! $or the &e2s ) onl! $or the &e2s and not also $or the <ree#s) onl! $or the ('(l(>and not also $or the <ree#s) onl! $or the ('(l(>ed 2orld and noted 2orld and not
also $or 5ar5ar(ans- Chr(st@s redempt('e 2or# 5elon3s to all) and there$ore also (n a erta(n sensealso $or 5ar5ar(ans- Chr(st@s redempt('e 2or# 5elon3s to all) and there$ore also (n a erta(n sense
(t re1u(res all- So the Penteostal e6per(ene 5ears th(s d(st(nt('e mar# o$ athol((t! (n (ts(t re1u(res all- So the Penteostal e6per(ene 5ears th(s d(st(nt('e mar# o$ athol((t! (n (ts
m(rale o$ ton3ues: "Ho2 ha'e 2e heard e'er! man our o2n ton3ue 2here(n 2e 2ere 5orn/m(rale o$ ton3ues: "Ho2 ha'e 2e heard e'er! man our o2n ton3ue 2here(n 2e 2ere 5orn/
Parth(ans and Medes and Elam(tes) and (nha5(tants o$ Mesopotam(a) &udea and Cappodo(a"Parth(ans and Medes and Elam(tes) and (nha5(tants o$ Mesopotam(a) &udea and Cappodo(a"
%Ats (() G,- In the same moment that the ne2 $a(th entered the 2orld (t 2as a $a(th that%Ats (() G,- In the same moment that the ne2 $a(th entered the 2orld (t 2as a $a(th that
em5raed all man#(nd) a Cathol( $a(th- The hurh that 2as to 5e) 2as prola(med (n allem5raed all man#(nd) a Cathol( $a(th- The hurh that 2as to 5e) 2as prola(med (n all
ton3ues-8+ And th(s athol((t! 2as a athol((t! o$ un(t!- The! 2ere all assem5led around theton3ues-8+ And th(s athol((t! 2as a athol((t! o$ un(t!- The! 2ere all assem5led around the
apostol( olle3e) around the one Peter- And the! all understood one another- One <od) oneapostol( olle3e) around the one Peter- And the! all understood one another- One <od) one
Chr(st) one $a(th) one lan3ua3e- Fullness (n un(t!Chr(st) one $a(th) one lan3ua3e- Fullness (n un(t!) un(t! (n $ullnessso d(d the ne2 $a(th enter the) un(t! (n $ullnessso d(d the ne2 $a(th enter the
2orld-2orld-

And ho2 d(d (t 3o throu3h the 2orld) ho2 d(d (t ome to us) to me/ Not other2(se than as (tAnd ho2 d(d (t 3o throu3h the 2orld) ho2 d(d (t ome to us) to me/ Not other2(se than as (t
ame to the apostles: throu3h the l('(n3 2ord and throu3h the 1u(#en(n3 Sp(r(t-ame to the apostles: throu3h the l('(n3 2ord and throu3h the 1u(#en(n3 Sp(r(t-

.e #no2 that &esus prepared H(s d(s(ples $or the m(rale o$ Penteost throu3h H(s l('(n3 2ord-.e #no2 that &esus prepared H(s d(s(ples $or the m(rale o$ Penteost throu3h H(s l('(n3 2ord-
And H(s d(s(ples too 2(shed to 5e nou3ht else 5ut "e!e72(tnesses and $(rst m(n(sters o$ theAnd H(s d(s(ples too 2(shed to 5e nou3ht else 5ut "e!e72(tnesses and $(rst m(n(sters o$ the
2ord" %Lu#e () +,- .e see them at one) a$ter the m(rale o$ Penteost) prola(m(n3 the <ospel2ord" %Lu#e () +,- .e see them at one) a$ter the m(rale o$ Penteost) prola(m(n3 the <ospel
and 3('(n3 test(mon! to Chr(st "(n &erusalem and &udea and (n Samar(a and e'en unto the endsand 3('(n3 test(mon! to Chr(st "(n &erusalem and &udea and (n Samar(a and e'en unto the ends
o$ the earth" %Ats () ,- Certa(nl! some o$ them omposed h(stor(al reords o$ the l($e o$ &esuso$ the earth" %Ats () ,- Certa(nl! some o$ them omposed h(stor(al reords o$ the l($e o$ &esus
anand d o$ o$ ththe e aats ts o$ o$ ththe e hh(e$ (e$ apaposostltles- And es- And ththe! e! 2r2rotote e alalso so leletttterers s to to s(ns(n3l3le e pepersorsons ns anandd
ommun(t(es) 2here(n the! set $orth the Chr(st(an teah(n3 and the Chr(st(an l($e aord(n3 toommun(t(es) 2here(n the! set $orth the Chr(st(an teah(n3 and the Chr(st(an l($e aord(n3 to
the (n1u(r(es and the spe(al (rumstanes o$ those to 2hom the! 2rote- Yet these 2r(ttenthe (n1u(r(es and the spe(al (rumstanes o$ those to 2hom the! 2rote- Yet these 2r(tten
ommun(at(ons 2ere onl! supplementar! to the(r oral preah(n3) somet(mes (n on$(rmat(on o$ommun(at(ons 2ere onl! supplementar! to the(r oral preah(n3) somet(mes (n on$(rmat(on o$
(t or preparator! to (t- E'en the Ep(stles to the Romans) Ephes(ans and He5re2s) (n sp(te o$ the(r(t or preparator! to (t- E'en the Ep(stles to the Romans) Ephes(ans and He5re2s) (n sp(te o$ the(r
more 3eneral ran3e) are onerned part(ularl! 2(th the spe(al needs o$ the people to 2hommore 3eneral ran3e) are onerned part(ularl! 2(th the spe(al needs o$ the people to 2hom
the! are addressed) and ma#e no sort o$ la(m to 5e an e6haust('e e6pos(t(on o$ the Chr(st(anthe! are addressed) and ma#e no sort o$ la(m to 5e an e6haust('e e6pos(t(on o$ the Chr(st(an
$a(th- So l(ttle thou3ht 2as 3('en to an! $(nal l(terar! e6press(on o$ the <ospel) that some$a(th- So l(ttle thou3ht 2as 3('en to an! $(nal l(terar! e6press(on o$ the <ospel) that some
apostlapostles le$t es le$t no 2r(t(n3 2hate'er a$ter them and no 2r(t(n3 2hate'er a$ter them and that apostol(that apostol(al 2r(t(n3s ould e'en al 2r(t(n3s ould e'en d(sappd(sappearear
%9 Cor- ') J4 Coloss- (') 9,-%9 Cor- ') J4 Coloss- (') 9,-

There$ore a5o'e all (t 2as the l('(n3 2ord 2h(h 2as to 5r(n3 the ne2 $a(th to man#(nd- "TheThere$ore a5o'e all (t 2as the l('(n3 2ord 2h(h 2as to 5r(n3 the ne2 $a(th to man#(nd- "The
th(n3s 2h(h thou hast heard o$ me 5e$ore man! 2(tnesses) the same ommend to $a(th$ul menth(n3s 2h(h thou hast heard o$ me 5e$ore man! 2(tnesses) the same ommend to $a(th$ul men
2ho shall 5e $(t to teah others also" %+ T(m- (() +,- Suh 2as St- Paul@s har3e to h(s d(s(ple2ho shall 5e $(t to teah others also" %+ T(m- (() +,- Suh 2as St- Paul@s har3e to h(s d(s(ple
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T(moth!- 0ut e'en the l('(n3 2ord d(d not ah(e'e the 2or# o$ (tsel$- For (t 2or#ed) as St-
Au3ust(ne e6pressed (t) onl! on the outer and not on the (nner man- It reahed onl! "to the ear)
and not to the heart-" The supernatural) $(nal) h(3hest ert(tude ame $rom the 2or#(n3 o$ the
Sp(r(t- And s(ne the Hol! Sp(r(t) s(ne the d('(ne o$ (ts nature ommun(ates (tsel$ to all men) to
the ollet('e 2hole) and (s o$ (ts 'er! nature reat('e and en#(ndl(n3 l($e) there$ore the Hol!
Sp(r(t o$ (ts nature 2or#s onl! (n and throu3h a omprehens('e) l('(n3 ommun(t!) throu3h the
un(t! o$ lo'e) throu3h the un(t! (n $ullness- The athol((t! and un(t! o$ the Penteostal m(rale
2ere permanentl! em5od(ed (n the sp(r(t o$ lo'e and $ello2sh(p o$ the Chr(st(an ommun(t(es)
an(mated 5! Chr(st and 3athered round the apostles and Peter espe(all!- These ommun(t(es
2ere "one heart and one soul)" planted 5! one apostol(al preah(n3) 5rou3ht to (nter(or 3ro2th

 5! one Hol! Sp(r(t- Th(s Sp(r(t 2as saramentall! 3uaranteed to them (n the '(s(5le s(3ns o$
0apt(sm and Con$(rmat(on- 0apt(sm 3a'e adm(ss(on (nto the ne2 sp(r(tual $ello2sh(p) and the
sarament o$ Con$(rmat(on sealed and per$eted th(s adm(ss(on- Th(s Sp(r(t deepened the natural
e$$et o$ the apostol( preah(n3 and led to the (ntu(t('e e6per(ene that "the Lord (s a Sp(r(t" %+
Cor- ((() 9G,-

There$ore (t 2as not l(terar! reords) (nontesta5le douments) 2h(h 2ere the pr(mar! means
o$ 5r(n3(n3 the messa3e o$ &esus to men) 5ut the 5road stream o$ the un($orm l($e o$ $a(th o$ the

 pr(m(t('e Churh) a l($e 5ased on the preah(n3 o$ the apostles and an(mated 5! the Hol! Sp(r(t-
Ho2 ould (t ha'e 5een other2(se/ A l('(n3 th(n3) (n all (ts depth and (n all (ts e6tent) annot 5e
ompr(sed 2(th(n a $e2 2r(tten sentenes- Onl! that 2h(h (s dead an 5e ade1uatel! del(neated
(n 2r(t(n3- The l('(n3 th(n3 (s ont(nuall! 5urst(n3 the temporar! $orm (n 2h(h l(terature must

 per$ore em5od! (t- At the 'er! moment that l(terature (s endea'or(n3 to arrest and $(6 (t) the
stream o$ l($e (s esap(n3 and mo'(n3 s2($tl! on- There$ore all l(terature) and e'en the 0(5le
(tsel$) (s stamped 2(th the harater o$ (ts t(me) and 5ears a $orm 2h(h) ho2e'er '(tal (ts
ontent rema(ns) !et all too eas(l! seems st($$ and stran3e to later 3enerat(ons-

And so the 2r(t(n3s o$ apostles and e'an3el(sts po(nt 5e!ond themsel'es to the supernatural l($e
o$ $a(th o$ the pr(m(t('e Churh) 2hene the! themsel'es 3re2- The Ne2 Testament) althou3h as
the (nsp(red 2ord o$ <od (t la(ms (ts spe(al d('(ne author(t! 3uaranteed 5! the Churh@s
teah(n3 o$$(e) stands 2(th(n th(s l($e) $or there 2ere man! Chr(st(an ommun(t(es alread! (n
e6(stene 5e$ore an! apostle too# up h(s pen- Ha'(n3 5een 2r(tten under the (nsp(rat(on o$ the
Hol! Sp(r(t) the Ne2 Testament as the un(1ue doument o$ the $a(th prola(ms no other truths
than those 2h(h 2ere alread! l('(n3 (n the Churh 5e$ore (t 2as 2r(tten- Throu3h all (ts h(n#s
and re'(es 2e desr! the 3leam o$ the l('(n3 2aters o$ the 5road stream o$ the pr(m(t('e $a(th)
and the real(>at(on o$ th(s ontr(5utes not a l(ttle to a omplete understand(n3 o$ the 0(5le- For
the <ospels present us 2(th onl! a $ra3mentar! reord o$ &esus) $rom 2h(h (t (s (mposs(5le to
onstrut an e6haust('e p(ture- And so I learn the omplete Chr(st) not $rom the 0(5le) 5ut $rom
the un($orm l($e o$ $a(th o$ the 2hole Churh) a l($e $ert(l(>ed 5! the teah(n3 o$ the apostles-
.(thout the l('(n3) un($orm trad(t(on o$ the Churh) essent(al elements (n the p(ture o$ Chr(st
2ould rema(n e(ther en(3mat(al or h(dden $rom me- And 2(thout (t I ould ah(e'e ne(ther an
h(stor(al nor a rel(3(ous s!mpath! 2(th &esus- Suh (s the mean(n3 o$ that pro$ound sa!(n3 o$
St- Au3ust(ne: "I 2ould not 5el(e'e the <ospel) d(d not the author(t! o$ the Churh mo'e
me-"8*

The ne2 l($e) $lo2(n3 out $rom the apostol( ommun(t(es) spread e'er 2(der and 2(der) and
(mpre3nated the 2orld- The preah(n3 author(t! 2as ta#en o'er $rom the d!(n3 apostles 5!
d(s(ples 2ho had 5een omm(ss(oned 5! them and appo(nted as pres(dents and o'erseers o$ the
Chr(st(an ommun(t(es- Th(s $at (s pla(nl! attested 5! h(stor!- And $rom these d(s(ples r(3ht
do2n to our o2n da! there runs a ont(nuous l(ne o$ preahers hold(n3 th(s apostol(al
omm(ss(on- And alon3 2(th th(s author(tat('e l(ne there arose the spae7t(me $ello2sh(p o$ the
$a(th$ul) that (s the Churh- The un(t! o$ the apostol( preah(n3 2as ma(nta(ned 5! stead!
ontat 2(th the hurhes $ounded 5! the apostles) espe(all! 5! ontat 2(th Rome) 2here
Peter prola(med h(s messa3e and 2as 5ur(ed (n h(s mart!r@s 3ra'e- .(th the un(t! o$ the
apostol( preah(n3 2as on;o(ned the un(t!) the spae7t(me ommun(t! o$ the Hol! Sp(r(t- The
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Penteostal ommun(t! 5roadened out (nto the un('ersal Churh- Certa(nl!) (n the rude stru33le
$or e6(stene) (ts e6ternal $orms 5eame more r(3(d and (t 5eame more $ull! or3an(>ed- 0ut) $or
all that) (t rema(ned 2(th ne2 mem5ers e'er the same Sp(r(t and the same 0od!- The same
apostol( author(t! preahes throu3h (ts 5(shops the same Chr(st) and (t (s the same $ello2sh(p o$
the Hol! Sp(r(t (n 2h(h 2e ree('e th(s preah(n3) not out2ardl! merel!) 5ut (n2ardl! also-

And so I $(nd the l('(n3 Chr(st 5! means o$ the l('(n3 Churh- That (s as true toda! as (t 2as on
the $(rst da!- M! $a(th (n Chr(st (s 3('en me 5as(all! and preparator(l! 5! the l('(n3 apostol(
2ord) per$etl! and $ul$(ll(n3l! 5! the l('(n3 Penteostal Sp(r(t- L(#e the apostles) the Churh (n
her l('(n3 teah(n3 sets 5e$ore me the (ma3e o$ the Lord) as the 0(5le lum(nousl! portra!s H(m)
and as she has 5orne H(m st(ll more lo'(n3l! and rad(antl! $or entur(es (n her heart- In a $ull
and true sense she an sa! that she hersel$ has seen th(s &esus) that she stood 5eneath H(s Cross)
and that she heard H(s Easter 3reet(n3: Peae 5e to !ou- There$ore she 5r(n3s me (nto the losest
h(stor(al relat(on to &esus- She el(m(nates t(me $rom H(s p(ture) and she puts me (n rel(3(ous
ontat 2(th H(m- She an po(nt out that the messa3e o$ &esus (s not onl! reorded (n l($eless

 parhment) 5ut (s em5edded (n 2orld h(stor! 5! (mper(sha5le s(3ns and 2onders) that (t (s
on$(rmed 5! a L($e and =eath o$ unsurpassa5le pur(t! and (nnoene and 5! a Resurret(on o$
da>>l(n3 3lor!) that (t has 5een sealed 5! the l($e75lood o$ thousands and has 3('en ountless
mult(tudes o$ her sons and dau3hters a ne2 heart and a ne2 ons(ene- She an assert $urther
that no other rel(3(on has e'er approahed e'en d(stantl! the moral and rel(3(ous su5l(m(t! o$
Chr(st(an(t!- And she an ma(nta(n that the rad(ane o$ th(s d('(n(t! $lashes $orth and (s
e6ternall! man($ested toda! also (n no5le sa(ntl! $(3ures) that (t attests (tsel$ (n 3raes that
appear e'er and a3a(n 2(th ne2 5r(ll(ane) and (n m(raulous 3($ts-

S(ne her apostol( 2ord prola(ms and attests th(s and muh else) the Churh an ma#e
red(5le to me the supernatural m!ster! o$ &esus- Her preah(n3 prepares the 2a! $or m! $a(th (n
&esus- Her test(mon! 5eomes (n that measure a mot('e o$ red(5(l(t!) as the Shool e6presses (t)

 5ut (s not !et a true mot('e o$ $a(th- It 3('es me human $a(th) a ert(tude 2h(h (s not as !et
a5solute) 2h(h (s st(ll $ra(l-

0ut to l('(n3 2ord (s added the Sp(r(t) the (nsp(rat(on o$ the one d('(ne Sp(r(t (n the ommun(on
o$ the $a(th$ul- The Hol! Sp(r(t alone 3('es our 2(ll the po2er and our understand(n3 the l(3ht
that 2e ma! 5e a5le to pass $rom the mere ;ud3ment o$ red(5(l(t! to the unond(t(onal
a$$(rmat(on o$ the m!ster(es o$ the $a(th) that (s to true d('(ne $a(th) and so ome to the
e6per(ene o$ Penteost- The more losel! the Cathol( then 3ets (nto touh 2(th h(s Churh) not
merel! e6ternall!) 5ut (nternall!) 2(th her pra!er and sar($(e) 2(th her 2ord and sarament) the
more sens(t('e and attent('e 2(ll he 5e to the (nsp(rat(on o$ the d('(ne Sp(r(t (n the ommun(t!)
the more '(tall! 2(ll he 3rasp the d('(ne l($e that $lo2s throu3h the or3an(sm o$ the Churh- For
"(n proport(on as a man lo'es the Churh) so has he the Hol! Sp(r(t" %S- Au3- "In e'- &oann-"
666(() ,- And 2hen he th(n#s and pra!s) su$$ers and str('es 2(th the l('(n3 Churh) then he
e6per(enes a 5roaden(n3) deepen(n3 and $ul$(ll(n3 o$ h(s 2hole 5e(n3- And so the lo3(al
ert(tude o$ h(s $a(th 5eomes pro3ress('el! a ps!holo3(al) l('(n3 e6per(ene that (t (s the 'er!
L($e o$ all l($e 5! 2h(h he (s susta(ned) that 'er(l!) as St- Paul e6presses th(s e6per(ene) "the
Lord (s a Sp(r(t" %+ Cor- ((() 9G,- Th(s ert(tude (s a personal e6per(ene) the most personal
e6per(ene that he has- He ma! del(neate and desr(5e (t (n rat(onal lan3ua3e) thou3h 'er!
rudel! and (mper$etl!) 5ut he annot (mpart (t to an! other- For (t (s der('ed $rom that
omplete personal ontat o$ h(s soul 2(th the Sp(r(t o$ &esus that (nsp(res the Chr(st(an
ommun(t!- 0ut 5eause (t (s a ert(tude that he has tested $or h(msel$) no man) no dou5t) no
r(d(ule an depr('e h(m o$ (t- There$ore) to 5e a5solutel! e6at) I do not 5el(e'e the Churh) 5ut
the l('(n3 <od) 2ho attests H(msel$ to me (n the Churh- Nor (s (t I that 5el(e'e) 5ut the Hol!
Sp(r(t that (s (n me- The Cathol( 3rasps and a$$(rms &esus ult(matel! and de(s('el! (n the
$lo2(n3 l($e o$ H(s Churh) (n the Churh as the m!st(al 0od! o$ Chr(st-

Here erta(nl! l(es the sharpest l(ne o$ demarat(on separat(n3 the $a(th o$ a Cathol( $rom that
o$ a Protestant) or rather) separat(n3 the Cathol(@s $a(th $rom that purel! rat(onal(st(
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apprehens(on o$ Chr(st 2h(h (s esta5l(sh(n3 (tsel$ amon3 the d(s(ples o$ the so7alled r(t(al
theolo3!-

That r(t(al theolo3!) the h(ld o$ the a3e o$ "enl(3htenment" and m(sta#enl! omm(tted to that
s(ent($( method 2h(h (s presr(5ed $or the pro$ane s(enes 5! the(r spe(al su5;et matter)

 5eha'es as thou3h Chr(st(an(t! (s and must 5e a mere o5;et o$ #no2led3e) a mere su5;et $or
s(ent($( (n'est(3at(on) as thou3h the l('(n3 Chr(st(an $a(th ould 5e resol'ed (nto a ser(es o$
(deas and not(ons 2h(h m(3ht 5e e6am(ned) ons(dered and lass($(ed aord(n3 to the(r

 pro'enane and aord(n3 to the(r relat(on to a supposed pr(m(t('e Chr(st(an(t! or "Chr(st(an(t!
o$ Chr(st-" Chr(st(an(t! then 5eomes) not un(tar!) or(3(nal and a5ound(n3 l($e) 5ut a

 ;u6tapos(t(on o$ (deas and onept(ons) 2h(h) der('(n3 $rom the most 'ar(ous soures) ha'e
3raduall! 5! the po2er o$ ollet('e $a(th 3athered round the person o$ &esus o$ Na>areth and
trans$ormed H(s or(3(nall! s(mple 3ospel (nto the saramental and do3mat( Chr(st(an(t! 2h(h
2e #no2- Suh (s the rat(onal(st( $oundat(on o$ the r(t(al theolo3!) and (t rests on a 5ad
m(sunderstand(n3 o$ the nature o$ rel(3(on (n 3eneral and o$ Chr(st(an(t! (n part(ular- For the
most (mportant representat('es o$ the latest rel(3(ous ps!holo3!I re$er to &ames) Osterre(h)
Sheler) Shol>ha'e esta5l(shed (t as a $at aepted e'en 5! the non7rel(3(ous that rel(3(on (s
someth(n3 spontaneous and not a der('at('e th(n3) that (t (s a $undamental $at o$ the human
sp(r(t and there$ore or(3(nal) un(tar! l($e) and not mere th(n#(n3) a l($e that has (ts o2n
le3(t(ma!) (ts o2n (nner un(t! and purpose- It (s 1u(te 2ron3 to est(mate a rel(3(on solel!
aord(n3 to (ts oneptual ontent) or e'en aord(n3 to th(s or that dom(nant (dea alone) and
not rather to re3ard the total(t! o$ the '(tal $orms that spr(n3 $rom (t (n past) present and $uture-
I$ th(s 5e true o$ rel(3(on (n 3eneral) (t (s $ar more true o$ the l($e o$ Chr(st and o$ Chr(st(an(t!- As
the h(stor! o$ Chr(st(an(t! sho2s) (t (s a l($e) 2h(h man($est(n3 (ts po2er $(rst (n the Person o$
&esus del('ered the souls o$ men $rom an earth75ound e6(stene) reated a ne2) supernatural
ommun(t!) and throu3h (t $or all t(me 5! 2ord and sarament pro'(des human(t! 2(th streams
o$ truth and 3rae- It (s a l($e 2h(h not merel! la(d hold o$ the restr(ted 3roup o$ H(s d(s(ples)

 5ut (n an (nred(5l! short spae o$ t(me 3r(pped the 2hole an(ent 2orld and 5rou3ht (nto 5e(n3
ne2 ('(l(>at(ons) ne2 peoples) ne2 men) and 2h(h st(ll al('e and e$$etual amon3 us) attests
(tsel$ to our o2n da! as a perenn(al soure o$ sp(r(tual l($e- .e #no2 o$ no sp(r(tual mo'ement
on the earth 2h(h has 2or#ed upon men 2(th suh elemental po2erand that o$ (ts o2n
nature and 5e(n3) and not throu3h an! e6ternal) $ore(3n $atorsso un(tar(l!) omprehens('el!)
$ru(t$ull! and '(tall! as has Chr(st(an(t!-

And s(ne suh (s the ase 2(th (t) s(ne Chr(st(an(t! (s not mere old thou3ht) 5ut a un(tar!
rel(3(ous l($e) a $ullness o$ l($e) (t (s there$ore an o5'(ous error to do as the r(t(al theolo3! (s
e'er see#(n3 to do) and to one('e th(s l($e (n terms o$ erta(n stale not(ons and ath72ords)
suh as that o$ the Fatherhood o$ <od) or o$ (n2ardness) or the near om(n3 o$ the K(n3dom)
and to tal# o$ a Chr(st(an(t! o$ Chr(st) o$ the pr(m(t('e ommun(t!) o$ the Hellen(st(
ommun(t(es) and o$ a &ohann(ne or Paul(ne Chr(st(an(t!) as thou3h these 2ere not e6press(ons
and man($estat(ons o$ the one or(3(nal l($e o$ Chr(st) 5ut rather omple6es o$ ne2 (deas) o$ the(r
nature al(en to Chr(st(an(t! and der('ed $rom e6ternal soures- In real(t! Chr(st(an(t! (s an
(nt(mate or3an( un(t!) a '(tal un(t!) 2h(h un$olds (tsel$ (ndeed to (ts $ullness pro3ress('el!) and
!et (n all the sta3es o$ (ts un$old(n3 (s a un(t! and a 2hole) the Chr(st(an(t! o$ Chr(st- &ust as I
$(rst appre(ate the total(t! o$ that potent(al l($e 2h(h (s (n the aorn 2hen I see 5e$ore me the
mature oa#) $ull! de'eloped (n all (ts 3randeur) (n a 2a! that no mere stud! o$ the em5r!olo3!
o$ the aorn an ena5le me to real(>e (t) so an I $(rst d(sern the 2(dth and depth o$ Chr(st@s
<ospel) the 2hole 'ast r(hness o$ H(s m(nd and H(s messa3e) H(s "$ullness)" 2hen I ha'e

 5e$ore me the $ull!7de'eloped Chr(st(an(t!) and then onl! (n the measure (n 2h(h I appre(ate
(ts (nner un(t!- The h(stor! o$ do3ma has esta5l(shed these three $ats- F(rst) that Cathol(
Chr(st(an(t! has de'eloped (n a d(ret l(ne) 2(thout (nterrupt(on and 2(thout '(olent d(stort(on-
Seondl!) that th(s de'elopment has not 5een e$$eted 5! (nd('(dual enthus(asm or (nd('(dual
(nsp(rat(on) 5ut 5! the one sp(r(t o$ the 2hole Chr(st(an ommun(t!) 3u(ded 5! the apostol(
teah(n3- The onept(on o$ the ommun(t! $ash(on(n3 do3ma as so muh $a5le and m!th (s an
a5surd one and there an 5e no room $or suh a 2(ld phantom 2(th(n the l(ne o$ the apostol(
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suess(on and 2(th(n the one l('(n3 ommun(t! sp(r(t- And (n the th(rd plae) (t (s e'(dent that
Cathol( Chr(st(an(t! has throu3hout the entur(es an6(ousl! res(sted all that appeared to (ts
ons(ousness as (nno'at(on) that (t has held $ast do33edl! and r(3(dl! to that 2h(h 2as handed
do2n) and that (t has o5ser'ed as a sared trust the (n;unt(on o$ the apostle to T(moth!) "<uard
that 2h(h has 5een omm(tted to thee" %+ T(m- () 9,- H(stor! attests 2(th e6at(tude) $rom
I3nat(us on2ards) the pr(n(ple o$ apostol((t!) o$ most r(3(d onser'at(sm) o$ utterl! srupulous
ont(nu(t! 2(th the trad(t(onal re'elat(on- So there (s (n Cathol( Chr(st(an(t! a un(tar! l($e7
stream) a l($e o$ un(t! (n $ullness) a s(n3le m(3ht! l($e- And ($ I 2ould determ(ne the ontent o$
the or(3(nal ell o$ th(s l($e) the ontent o$ the Chr(st(an(t! o$ Chr(st) I must not approah the tree
o$ Chr(st(an(t! 2(th the #n($e o$ the r(t( and mut(late (t (n order to d(so'er th(s or(3(nal ell-
On the ontrar! I must aept the Chr(st(an l($e as a 2hole and appra(se (t as a 2hole- nl(m(ted
r(t((sm) $ault! and ster(le h(stor(al or ph(lolo3(al researh: these th(n3s do not ondut us to
the m!ster! o$ Chr(st- 0ut 2e atta(n to H(m 5! steep(n3 oursel'es lo'(n3l! (n the a5undane o$
l($e 2h(h has 3one $orth $rom H(m) 2h(h has attested (ts (nner or3an( un(t! throu3hout the
entur(es) and 2h(h toda! as (n the 5e3(nn(n3 (s noth(n3 else) des(res to 5e noth(n3 else) than a
l($e l('ed (n the stren3th o$ Chr(st) a Chr(st(an l($e-

It (s thus onl! that the 2hole re'elat(on (n 3eneral a1u(res mean(n3 $or me- I$ (t 5e reall! true
that there (s a personal <odand there (s suh a <od) $or our 2hole sp(r(t (s rooted (n H(m 
and ($ (t 5e reall! true that th(s l('(n3 <od$or the 'er! reason that He (s a personal <od 
2(lled to man($est H(msel$ to me (n &esus Chr(st) then (t annot 5e that I should need) $or the
atta(nment o$ th(s (n$(n(tel! (mportant) sa'(n3 real(t!) la5or(ous h(stor(al and ph(lolo3(al stud!)
that I should ha'e to appeal to the H(3her and Lo2er Cr(t((sm (n order to reah the d('(ne
m!ster!- For then the d('(ne 2ould not 5e s(mple and pla(n enou3h to penetrate (nto m! heart
and (nto the hearts o$ all men) e'en the least and s(mplest- 0ut th(s s(mpl((t! and th(s pla(nness
are $ound (n the 1u(et) l('(n3 $a(th) (n the lo!al and stron3 hope) (n the de'oted $ello2sh(p and
lo'e o$ the Churh) 2h(h (n her do3ma) morals and 2orsh(p 5reathes the Sp(r(t o$ &esus) and
2h(h (n sp(te o$ perseut(on) s(n and e'(l has $or so man! entur(es 2(th ont(nuall! ne2
stren3th 5orne test(mon! to H(m- ".here t2o or three are 3athered to3ether (n M! name) there
am I (n the m(dst o$ them-" Not three onl!) 5ut m(ll(ons o$ lo'(n3 and lo!al heartsthou3h there

 5e tares amon3 themare un(ted (n th(s one Churh (n the name o$ &esus- There$ore (s &esus
'er(l! (n the m(dst o$ them-

EN=NOTES

#$ %&ie "inheit in der 'irche)% #+,?) p$ ;,$ The first edition of this remara6le 6oo on the note of %unity%
appeared in #>,?

,$ Futura ecclesia in omni6us linguis praenuntia6atur *S$ Aug$ Sermo CC@XVI) ,.$

-$ "go !ero e!angelio non crederem) nisi me catholicae ecclesiae commo!eret auctoritas *Contra ep$
5anichaei) c$ V.$

;$ 2e too teaches that Christ is to 6e grasped only through the Church) 2is 6ody$ cf $ &e fide rerum uae
non !identur) III) ?: Proinde) ui putatis nulla esse indicia) cur de Christo credere de6eatis uae non
!idistis) attendite uae !idetis: ipsa !os ecclesia ore maternae dilectionis allouitur $ $ $ me attendite) !o6is
dicit ecclesia) me attendite uam !idetis) etiamsi !idere nolitis$ Similarly in Sermo CX VI) : Duomodo illi
*sc$ apostoli. illum *sc$ Christum. !ide6ant et de corpore crede6ant) sic nos corpus !idemus) de capite
credamus$
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Chapter B: The Foundat(on o$ the Churh (n the L(3ht o$
the Teah(n3 o$ &esus

"I am not come to destroy, !ut to fulfill" (Mt. v, ').

.(th the e6per(ene o$ Penteost the ne2 $a(th and the ne2 $ello2sh(p o$ the $a(th entered
h(stor!- Must 2e there$ore re3ard the Churh s(mpl! as the reat(on o$ the Sp(r(t o$ Penteost)
the o$$spr(n3 o$ the $a(th) ult(matel! as the 2or# o$ the 3lor($(ed Chr(st man($est(n3 H(msel$ (n
the $a(th$ul) or does the Churh 3o 5a# to a pos(t('e and (mmed(ate $oundat(on 5! the
"h(stor(al" &esus H(msel$/

The 1uest(on (s (mportant not onl! $or the more aurate de$(n(t(on o$ the a(ms and (ntent(ons o$
&esus and there$ore $or the omplete understand(n3 o$ H(s h(stor(al $(3ure) 5ut also and more
ur3entl! $or the authent(at(on o$ the la(ms o$ the Churh- The Penteostal e6per(ene o$ the
d(s(ples 2ould ha'e 5een 2(thout roots) had (t not 5een preeded 5! the(r h(stor(al asso(at(on
2(th &esus) 2h(h prepared the 2a! $or the(r $a(th- And) s(m(larl!) the author(t! o$ the Churh
2ould 5e 2(thout a seure h(stor(al 5as(s) ($ (t 2ere der('ed onl! $rom purel! supernatural
e6per(enes- "<rae presupposes nature)" 2h(h (n th(s ase means that the supernatural
e6per(enes presuppose h(stor(al $ats- E6per(enes 2h(h rest (n no 2a! upon natural $ats)
annot la! la(m to an! a5solute 'al(d(t!) 5eause the! annot 5e tested and ontrolled- The
Cathol( Churh (s there$ore '(tall! (nterested (n the esta5l(shment o$ the $at that she 2as not
alled (nto e6(stene e6lus('el! 5! the Penteostal $a(th o$ the d(s(ples) 5ut that she (s rooted
(n the thou3hts and (ntent(ons o$ &esus) 2h(h ma! 5e h(stor(all! aserta(ned- She (s the
reat(on not onl! o$ the 3lor($(ed) 5ut o$ the "h(stor(al" &esus-

The so7alled "r(t(al" theolo3! pos(t('el! den(es an! d(ret onnet(on 5et2een &esus and the
Churh- It re3ards (t as s(ent($(all! pro'ed that "&esus o$ Na>areth d(d not $ound the un('ersal
Churh o$ later entur(es- There (s no (n2ard onnet(on 5et2een &esus and the Roman Churh4
the! are separated 5! a pro$ound 3ul$-89 Yet (t does not 2(sh to den! that the deep 3ul$ 5et2een
&esus and the Churh (s "e6(3uous and narro2)" and that (t e'en "seems (n the end to lose
ent(rel!-" "The (nter'al o$ t(me 5et2een &esus and Cathol((sm (s e6eed(n3l! small- The
Chr(st(an(t! o$ the apostol( a3e (s (n(p(ent Cathol((sm) and the athol((>(n3 o$ Chr(st(an(t!

 5e3(ns (mmed(atel! a$ter the death o$ &esus-"8+

 No2 that (s a some2hat stran3e pos(t(on- A mere h(stor(an m(3ht 2ell 5e $or3('en ($ he
ons(dered (t odd that there should 5e a 3ul$ 5et2een &esus and the Churh 2h(h (s so narro2
that (t "seems (n the end to lose up ent(rel!-" It m(3ht 2ell appear mar'elous to h(m that the
$(rst d(s(ples o$ the Lord) those 2ho had seen and heard H(m and must ha'e #no2n H(s m(nd)
should "(mmed(atel! a$ter H(s death" set a5out athol((>(n3 Chr(st(an(t!- And one m(3ht
suspet) on "a pr(or(" 3rounds) that there 2as some m(sta#e (n the "r(t(al" ar3ument- In order
to 3et the matter lear) let us $(rst e6am(ne our Lord@s relat(ons 2(th &e2(sh 2orsh(p and the
&e2(sh Churh) so that 2e ma! determ(ne H(s att(tude to2ards (nst(tut(onal rel(3(on- And)
seondl!) let us e6am(ne the $undamental (deas o$ H(s <ospel and see ($ the! are reall!
(nons(stent 2(th H(s $oundat(on o$ a hurh- In th(s onnet(on 2e propose to e6am(ne the
sr(ptural te6ts themsel'es 2h(h test($! to a d(ret $oundat(on o$ the Churh 5! &esus-

 No h(stor(an den(es that &uda(sm (n the t(me o$ our Lord possessed de$(n(te r(tes and an
author(tat('e pr(esthood 2h(h per$ormed and sa$e3uarded those r(tes- He(ler (s orret (n
assert(n3 that the &e2(sh so(et! (n 2h(h &esus l('ed and 2or#ed e6h(5(ted on (ts rel(3(ous s(de
"a str(#(n3 s(m(lar(t! to Cathol( eles(ast((sm-"8* .hat 2as our Lord@s att(tude to2ard th(s
&e2(sh Churh/
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On one po(nt there (s surel! a3reement) namel!) that &esus should not 5e re3arded(n the
manner o$ man! romanes o$ the past and presentas an a33ress('e re$ormer) 2ho ra(sed the
standard o$ sp(r(tual rel(3(on and the lo'e o$ <od and atta#ed all e6ternal ord(nanes- On th(s

 po(nt the e'(dene o$ the <ospels (s too pla(n- So 2e are le$t to as#and the 1uest(on (s (n $at
so $ormulated2hether &esus d(d not 5! the no'elt! o$ H(s teah(n3) that (s to sa! (nd(retl!)
underm(ne and uproot these e6ternal ord(nanes) and so annul and a5ol(sh them-

The att(tude o$ &esus to2ards the author(tat('e teah(n3 o$ &uda(sm) as la(d do2n (n the Torah) (s
de(s('el! (nd(ated (n H(s emphat( delarat(on %Mt- ') 9G79,: "=o not th(n# that I am ome to
destro! the la2 or the prophets- I am not ome to destro!) 5ut to $ul$(ll- For amen I sa! unto !ou)
t(ll hea'en and earth pass) one ;ot or one t(ttle shall not pass o$ the la2) t(ll all 5e $ul$(lled-" .e
ha'e (n th(s passa3e a 3enu(ne utterane o$ our Lord@s) $or St- Lu#e also) 2ho has (n h(s 2hole
att(tude some o$ St- Paul@s (ndependene to2ards the La2) 3('es th(s (mportant sa!(n3) and puts
(t (n the d(st(nt('e $orm: "It (s eas(er $or hea'en and earth to pass) than one t(ttle o$ the la2 to
$all" %6'() 9G,-

There$ore our Lord@s att(tude to2ards the Mosa( La2) 2h(h omprehended 5oth moral
re3ulat(ons and an a5undane o$ l(tur3(al ord(nanes) 2as 5! no means one o$ (nd($$erene) or
one o$ un2(ll(n3 tolerane- He (s ome $or th(s purpose) and re3ards (t as an essent(al part o$ H(s
tas#) not to destro! the La2) 5ut to $ul$(ll (t) do2n to (ts last (ota- He e6pla(ns (n 2hat sense He
one('ed th(s $ul$(llment (n the 'erses 2h(h $ollo2 (mmed(atel!) (n 2h(h He presses $or a
$ull! sp(r(tual (nterpretat(on o$ the ommandments o$ the La2- "It 2as sa(d to them o$ old: Thou
shalt not #(ll- 0ut I sa! to !ou that 2hosoe'er (s an3r! 2(th h(s 5rother shall 5e (n dan3er o$ the

 ;ud3ment-" So that He one('es the $ul$(llment o$ the La2 as a moral and rel(3(ous deepen(n3
o$ (t) or) more pre(sel!) as (ts permeat(on 5! lo'e o$ <od and o$ one@s ne(3h5or- Noth(n3
2hatsoe'er) He teahes) should 5e done (n a merel! e6ternal $ash(on) ;ust 5eause (t (s the La2-
E'er!th(n3 should 5e done on (nter(or pr(n(ple) under the (nsp(rat(on o$ the lo'e o$ <od and o$
one@s ne(3h5or- For on these t2o ommandments "dependeth the 2hole la2 and the prophets"
%M#- 6(() +JMt- 66(() ,- The s(6 e6amples 2h(h &esus 3('es all (nulate 2hole7hearted
o5ser'ane o$ these ommandments- Indeed) suh (s H(s (ns(stene on the la2 o$ lo'e) that He (s
ompelled $our t(mes to 5rea# the letter o$ the Mosa( La2- He sets H(msel$ a5o'e e'en the
author(t! o$ Moses4 !et not (n order to den! or destro! that la2 a5solutel!) 5ut onl! to elu(date
and $ul$(ll (t (n (ts (nnermost mean(n3- The $ul$(llment o$ the La2 means) (n H(s e!es) that 2e
should penetrate to the $ull depth o$ the d('(ne (ntent(on and that 2e should 5r(n3 out the truest
and most pro$ound mean(n3 o$ the La2- E'er! le3al ord(nane (s to 5e tested 5! th(s 2hole7
hearted $ul$(llment o$ the t2o7$old la2 o$ lo'e) and th(s (s our <olden Rule

&esus su5ord(nates the Mosa( la2 o$ the Sa55ath to th(s rule- So lon3 as the lo'e o$ one@s
ne(3h5or (s not a$$eted) th(s la2 rema(ns o5l(3ator!4 5ut ($ the t2o run ounter to eah other)
and H(s hun3r! d(s(ples are $or5(dden to plu# the ears o$ orn 5eause (t (s the Sa55ath) then
the la2 must 5e su5ord(nated to har(t!- "For the Sa55ath 2as made $or man) and not man $or
the Sa55ath" %M#- (() +G,-

And the same (s the ase 2(th the &e2(sh sar($(es- &esus t2(e (tes the 2ords o$ Osee %'() ,:
"I 2(ll ha'e mer! and not sar($(e" %Mt- (6) 9*4 6(() G,- 0ut 5oth t(mes H(s o5;et (s the same)
namel!) to sp(r(tual(>e the urrent prat(e- <od (s a <od o$ mer!- The man 2ho o$$ers <od a
sar($(e and !et (s not mer($ul) does not o$$er a sar($(e 2h(h (s aepta5le (n the s(3ht o$ the
all7mer($ul- The same (dea (s de'eloped and (llustrated (n the Sermon on the Mount: "I$
there$ore thou o$$er th! 3($t at the altar) and there thou remem5er that th! 5rother hath an!th(n3
a3a(nst thee) lea'e there th(ne o$$er(n3 5e$ore the altar) and 3o $(rst to 5e reon(led to th!

 5rother4 and then om(n3 thou shalt o$$er th! 3($t" %Mt- ') +*,- &esus does not 2(sh to a5ol(sh
sar($(e- He sa!s e6pressl!: "Come and o$$er th! 3($t-" 0ut (t must 5e a sar($(e (nsp(red 5!
lo'e and per$ormed (n lo'e- .hen our Lord atta#s the Phar(sees and 2(th prophet( >eal
sour3es them $or the(r merel! e6ternal o5ser'ane) 2e should e6pet) ($ the '(e2s o$ the
r(t(al theolo3(ans are orret) that H(s 2ords 2ould 5reathe host(l(t! to the &e2(sh
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eles(ast(al s!stem and to (ts r(tual la2- .e $(nd) on the ontrar!) that H(s re'olt a3a(nst the
 phar(sa(al sp(r(t (s (nsp(red 5! the pro$oundest respet $or the temple and (ts 2orsh(p- "The
temple that sant($(eth the 3old (s 3reater than the 3old) and the altar that sant($(eth the 3($t (s
3reater than the 3($t- .hosoe'er shall s2ear 5! the temple) he s2eareth 5! h(m that d2elleth (n
(t" %Mt- 66((() 9G $$-,- Indeed) He re3ards the temple and (ts ser'(e as so hol!) that 2hen He sees
(t pro$aned 5! the mone!7han3ers and sellers o$ do'es) He (s roused to an3er and ta#es up a
sour3e o$ ords %M#- 6() 9G4 &n- (() 9D,- True) the temple 2as not the most sared th(n3) nor 2as
(t to endure $or e'er- "There shall not 5e le$t a stone upon a stone-" He H(msel$ 2as the
man($estat(on o$ someth(n3 3reater than the temple- .hen H(s 2or# 2as omplete) then the
Father 2ould 5e no lon3er adored (n S(on onl!) 5ut "e'er!2here (n sp(r(t and (n truth-"

H(s att(tude to2ards the temple and (ts sar($(es (s (n $at d(st(n3u(shed) l(#e H(s att(tude
to2ards the Mosa( La2) 5! a str('(n3 a$ter (nter(or) sp(r(tual 'alues- He destro!s onl! (n so $ar
as the (nner la2 ma#es destrut(on neessar!- And (n so $ar as the ra55(n(al do3ma that the
temple o$ S(on 2as eternal and the onl! le3(t(mate plae o$ 2orsh(p) 2as at 'ar(ane 2(th H(s
sp(r(tual teah(n3) He res(sted th(s &e2(sh attempt to 3('e the temple suh an a5solute pos(t(on4

 5ut He d(d not 1uarrel 2(th the temple (tsel$ or (ts 2orsh(p-

The same $undamental emphas(s on sp(r(tual rel(3(on dom(nates H(s att(tude to2ards the &e2(sh
author(t(es- It (s true that He (s #(ndled to a hol! (nd(3nat(on 5! the h!por(tes and 5l(nd 3u(des
amon3 the Sr(5es and Phar(sees) 2ho t(thed m(nt and umm(n) 5ut ne3leted 2hat 2as more
(mportant (n the La2: ;ust(e and mer! and $a(th %Mt- 66((() +*,- Yet the 'er! pre$ae to th(s
'ehement atta# ma#es (t pla(n that H(s protest (s d(reted) not a3a(nst the ha(r o$ Moses (tsel$)

 5ut a3a(nst the 5l(nd 3u(des 2ho s(t (n (t- Here &esus d(st(n3u(shes e6pressl! 5et2een the
teah(n3 and the teaher) or) as 2e should sa!) 5et2een the o$$(e and the person- "All th(n3s
there$ore) 2hatsoe'er the! shall sa! to !ou) o5ser'e and do4 5ut aord(n3 to the(r 2or#s do !e
not" %Mt- 66((() *,- There$ore &esus (ntends to preser'e the pr(n(ple o$ a teah(n3 author(t! as
suh) and atta#s onl! the per'erse manner (n 2h(h the Sr(5es and Phar(sees real(>ed th(s

 pr(n(ple- To 5e sure) so $ar as th(s per'ers(t! 2as rooted (n the nature o$ phar(sa(sm) H(s atta#
on the 5l(nd 3u(des 5eomes an atta# on the (nst(tut(on (tsel$) 5ut (t (s not an atta# on the

 pr(n(ple o$ a teah(n3 author(t! as suh- On the ontrar! He e6pressl! adopts and ommends
th(s pr(n(ple (n the same onte6t: "Let one onl! 5e !our Master) Chr(st" %Mt- 66((() 9,- And (n
so $ar as the d(s(ples ha'e to spread the teah(n3 o$ &esus) the!) and St- Peter espe(all!) are the
appo(nted teahers o$ the #(n3dom o$ hea'en-

The more 2e e6am(ne the matter the learer (t 5eomes that our Lord@s att(tude to2ards the Old
La2 (s ne(ther a5rupt re;et(on) nor un2(ll(n3 tolerane) nor ent(re aeptane- It (s rather the
att(tude o$ one 2ho 2(shes to omplete and $ul$(ll th(s La2) that (s to sa!) a ond(t(onal
aeptane- 0eause (n the &uda(sm o$ the Phar(sees the La2) the 2orsh(p o$ the temple) and the
o$$((al teah(n3 had 5eome e6ternal(>ed and d('ored $rom sp(r(tual and moral 'alues)
there$ore &esus ould oppose onl! a de(s('e "No" to th(s ra55(n(al per'ers(on o$ the Mosa(
Churh- "No man puts a ne2 p(ee to an old 3arment) no man puts ne2 2(ne (nto old 5ottles-"
To that e6tent &esus (s a ons(ous re$ormer- 0ut (n so $ar as the &uda(sm o$ H(s t(me rested on
ord(nanes 2h(h 2ere sant($(ed 5! the author(t! o$ Moses and a(med at the moral
(mpro'ement o$ men) He a#no2led3es the(r (nner 'alue une1u('oall!- "These th(n3s !ou
ou3ht to ha'e done) and not to ha'e le$t the other undone" %Mt- 66((() +*,- That (s the $ormula (n
2h(h He H(msel$ desr(5es H(s $undamental att(tude to2ards the La2 o$ Moses-

There$ore (t (s not true to sa! that &esus (n2ardl! re;eted all r(tual) l(tur3(al and h(erarh(al
elements) and merel! su$$ered that sort o$ th(n3 as so muh "5a#3round)" 2(thout pos(t('el!
aept(n3 (t- In sa!(n3 th(s the "r(t(al" theolo3(ans $all all too read(l! (nto the error o$ de$(n(n3
our Lord@s teah(n3 e6lus('el! (n terms o$ (ts no'el elements- 0ut the truth (s that the ne2 rests
on the old and (s not to 5e separated $rom (t- The teah(n3 o$ &esus (s (nomplete 2(thout 5oth
old and ne2- The 5as(s o$ H(s teah(n3 (s no purel! sp(r(tual one) 5ut (t (s the 5road 5as(s o$ the
Old Testament rel(3(on handed do2n $rom Moses and the prophets) a 5as(s 2h(h (nluded 5oth
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sens(5le and supra7 sens(5le elements) 5oth 2orsh(p and moral(t!) 5oth a h(erarh! and the
(nd('(dual ons(ene- It 2as upon th(s 5as(s that He ereted H(s ne2 th(n34 or rather) He
$ul$(lled the old and made (t (nto the ne2- H(s teah(n3 has a harater o$ "un($(at(on)
s(mpl($(at(on and onentrat(on"8 (n so $ar as He su5ord(nated all e6ternal ord(nanes and
re3ulat(ons to the one th(n3 neessar!) the lo'e o$ <od and our ne(3h5or- He restored to 2orsh(p
a 3u(d(n3 pr(n(ple) 3a'e (t 5a# (ts soul) (ts moral and rel(3(ous s(3n($(ane- 0ut) (n do(n3 that)
He 2as restor(n3 (ts or(3(nal $orm and (ts true mean(n3 as an e6press(on and (nstrument o$ the
supra7sens(5le- He d(d not destro! 2orsh(p) 5ut re'('ed (t- The old 5eame ne2) and there 2as
made one ne2 th(n3-

.e annot) there$ore) onlude $rom our Lord@s att(tude to2ards the &e2(sh Churh) that He
2ould ha'e re3arded the Cathol( Churh also as onl! so muh 5a#3round 2h(h had to 5e
tolerated- For those 'er! th(n3s 2h(h &esus $ound la#(n3 (n ra55(n(al 2orsh(p and teah(n3)
namel!) true sp(r(tual rel(3(on and the lo'e o$ <od and o$ one@s ne(3h5or) these th(n3s are) as has

 5een seen (n the pre'(ous Chapters) o$ the essene o$ the Cathol( Churh- The do3ma) moral(t!
and 2orsh(p o$ the Churh are Chr(sto7 entr() are sp(r(t and l($e) and her or3an(sm (s noth(n3
else than appl(ed lo'e- There (s (n the Cathol( Churh noth(n3 that (s) or ma! 5e) purel!
e6ternal) 2(thout (nner onnet(on 2(th the lo'e o$ <od and o$ one@s ne(3h5or- 0! '(s(5le th(n3s
to the (n'(s(5le: that (s the $undamental pr(n(ple o$ the 2hole s!stem o$ the Churh) and (t (s the

 pr(n(ple also 2h(h (nsp(red our Lord@s att(tude to2ards &uda(sm-

0ut thou3h (t 5e 3ranted that H(s host(l(t! to the Phar(sees (s not (nompat(5le 2(th H(s $ound(n3
a Churh) !et (s not the rest o$ H(s teah(n3 (nsp(red 5! (deas 2h(h annot 5e reon(led 2(th
suh a des(3n/ =(d not &esus 5el(e'e that the end o$ the 2orld 2as at hand and that the K(n3dom
o$ <od 2ould ome do2n $rom hea'en (n H(s o2n 3enerat(on/ The so7alled "eshatolo3(al"
shool (n part(ular la! 3reat stress on th(s (dea- It re3ards th(s "reo3n(t(on o$ the eshatolo3(al
harater o$ the <ospel o$ &esus" as the "Copern(an $at o$ modern theolo3!-" "It o'erthro2s
the do3mat( struture o$ Cathol((sm 2(th a s(n3le 5lo2 and unh(n3es the olossal $a5r( o$ the
Roman Churh-"8D I$ &esus 5el(e'ed that the end 2as near) He annot ha'e re3arded H(s 3roup
o$ d(s(ples as a last(n3 ommun(t!) and He annot ha'e omm(tted to them more than a purel!

 personal author(t!- I$) then) 2e 2(sh to seure the h(stor(al $oundat(ons o$ the Cathol( Churh)
2e must $ae th(s eshatolo3(al 1uest(on s1uarel!- The pro5lem ma! 5e resol'ed) $or

 pre(s(on@s sa#e) (nto t2o part(ular 1uest(ons- In the $(rst plae) 2e ma! as#) (s the K(n3dom o$
<od 2h(h &esus announed a purel! elest(al th(n3 2h(h desends m(raulousl! $rom hea'en
at a de$(n(te po(nt (n t(me) or a K(n3dom 2h(h has (ts ommenement and (ts roots (n our 2orld
and (n our t(me) 5ut 2h(h 2(ll reah (ts matur(t! and per$et(on onl! (n the 2orld to ome/ It (s
o5'(ous that &esus an ha'e (ntended to $ound a Churh) (n the natural sense o$ those 2ords)
onl! (n the latter ase- The seond 1uest(on (s (nt(matel! onneted 2(th th(s and (s as $ollo2s:
=(d &esus reall! share the error o$ erta(n apoal!pt( (rles o$ H(s t(me and surround(n3s) and

 5el(e'e that the =a! o$ the Lord 2as 'er! near at hand/ I$ that 5e so) then a3a(n He annot ha'e
$ounded a last(n3 Churh- Let us no2 ons(der the $(rst o$ these t2o 1uest(ons-

E'en the "r(t(al" shool must a#no2led3e that the theor! that &esus had (n m(nd onl! a purel!
elest(al K(n3dom) 2h(h 2as to ome do2n $rom hea'en on to th(s eartha theor! $(rst
ad'oated 5! Re(mar) then de'eloped 5! &ohannes .e(ss and $(nall! ompleted 5! Al5ert
Sh2e(t>erannot 5e supported 5! s(ent($( theolo3!- A 3lane at the <ospels (s enou3h to
on'(ne an! $a(r7m(nded person that &esus 2as not an apoal!pt(- .e(nel (s r(3ht (n delar(n3
that He 5elon3s to the "ma(n stream o$ &e2(sh moral and prophet( thou3ht) and not to an!
eentr( mo'ement or narro2 oter(e-"8 " He (s (nterested (n the aompl(shment o$ the
K(n3dom o$ <od (n the l('(n3 man o$ the present- H(s thou3ht (s $or the "poor)" $or those outs(de
the la2) $or s(nners) the s(#) h(ldren and $or those 2ho hun3er $or ;ust(e- He des(red to so2
the ne2 seed o$ <od@s 2ord (n the(r hearts) the 3ospel o$ a5solute trust (n the Father) o$ lo'e and
hum(l(t! e'en to the sar($(e o$ one@s l($e) o$ (n2ardness e'en to the $oundat(ons o$ thou3ht and
des(re- He re3ards the K(n3dom o$ <od as the (narnat(on on earth o$ pur(t!) hol(ness and
(n2ardness4 as a th(n3 thorou3hl! eth(al (n harater- And so He tells the Phar(sees e6pressl!
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that the K(n3dom o$ <od annot 5e o5ser'ed and ontrolled l(#e some astronom(al
 phenomenon- "The K(n3dom o$ <od ometh not 2(th o5ser'at(on- Ne(ther shall the! sa!:
0ehold here) or 5ehold there-" On the ontrar!) "the K(n3dom o$ <od (s 2(th(n !ou" %L#- 6'(()
+) +9,- It (s an (n2ard sp(r(tual $ore) (t (s a 3o'ernane 5! <od) 2h(h (s alread! str(#(n3 root
all unheeded amon3 the &e2s) and 2h(h) (n sp(te o$ (ts present smallness and (n sp(te o$ all
e6ternal o5stales) (s assert(n3 (tsel$ (rres(st(5l! l(#e the mustard seed or the lea'en %Mt- 6((()
*9,) or the 3ra(n 2h(h 3ro2s o$ (tsel$ %M#- (') + $$-,- And &esus (s learl! ons(ous that the
real(>at(on o$ th(s d('(ne 3o'ernane on the earth) th(s (n(p(ent (narnat(on o$ hol(ness and

 pur(t!) (s essent(all! onneted 2(th H(s Person- Men annot 5e 5orn a3a(n 5! means o$ mere
(deas) 5ut onl! 5! the pro$ound po2er o$ the or(3(nal) personal and d('(ne l($e (tsel$- &esus
#no2s that th(s $ul$(llment (s ah(e'ed (n H(msel$) that He (s more than &ona and 3reater than
Solomon %Mt- 6(() 9) +,- The old era ends 2(th &ohn) the 3reatest o$ those 5orn o$ 2omen- The
ne2 era) the K(n3dom o$ Hea'en) has ome- There$ore the least (n th(s K(n3dom o$ Hea'en (s
3reater than &ohn %Mt- 6() 99,- &esus an test($!: I sa2 Satan l(#e l(3htn(n3 $all(n3 $rom hea'en
%L#- 6) 9,- The stron3 man (s 5ound and the K(n3dom o$ Hea'en has $ree passa3e %$- Mt- 6(()
+J,- To the dou5ters 2ho as#ed $or e6ternal proo$s) He po(nted to H(s deeds o$ po2er a3a(nst
the demons: "I$ I 5! the Sp(r(t o$ <od ast out de'(ls) then (s the K(n3dom o$ <od ome upon
!ou" %Mt- 6(() +,- He H(msel$ (s the K(n3dom- And th(s K(n3dom (s alread! 5e3(nn(n3 to send
$orth (ts $(rst !oun3 shoots) men 2(th trust$ul) h(ldl(#e $a(th) the hum5le and lo'(n3 souls o$ a
ahaeus or a Mar! Ma3dalen) and d(s(ples 2ho are read! to sell all to o5ta(n the pearl o$
3reat pr(e- And e'en the Sr(5e) 2ho understands the la2 o$ lo'e) (s not $ar $rom th(s K(n3dom
%M#- 6(() *,- These and other <ospel te6ts plae (t 5e!ond dou5t that the K(n3dom announed

 5! &esus (s alread! present) not merel! l(#e "louds that ast the(r shado2s on the earth"
%&ohannes .e(ss,) 5ut l(#e a l(3ht that sh(nes (n the dar#ness %$- Mt- (') 9,) 2h(h $(3hts (ts 2a!
throu3h to $ull da!- The l(3ht must 5rea# throu3h) and (t (s pre(sel! (n th(s proess that the true
harater o$ the present K(n3dom o$ <od (s man($ested- For that K(n3dom (s not !et $ul$(lled- It
has st(ll to stru33le 2(th the e'(l $ores o$ the 2orld- It (s l(#e the $(eld o$ 2heat (n 2h(h an
enem! so2ed o#le o'er n(3ht %Mt- 6((() +,- It (s l(#e the net (n 2h(h 3ood and 5ad $(sh are
au3ht to3ether- It (s not !et $(n(shed and omplete) 5ut a ompound o$ 2orth! and un2orth!
elements) 2h(h a2a(ts the $(nal selet(on) the har'est) the separat(on o$ sp(r(ts-

It (s at th(s po(nt that 2e meet that other aspet o$ our Lord@s preah(n3 o$ the K(n3dom) (ts
eshatolo3(al tenden! and (ts preoupat(on 2(th the end o$ the 2orld and the &ud3ment- The

 present K(n3dom o$ <od) 5eause (t (s essent(all! un$(n(shed) po(nts 5e!ond (tsel$ to that
onsummat(on) 2hen all tares shall 5e remo'ed and 2hen the K(n3dom o$ <od shall appear (n
all pur(t! as the ne2l! per$eted K(n3dom o$ those lo'(n3 souls 2ho (n the Name o$ &esus ha'e
$ed the hun3r! and 3('en dr(n# to the th(rst!-

.hen &esus emplo!s the phrase "K(n3dom o$ <od" (n (ts $ull mean(n3) He (s th(n#(n3 o$ th(s
$uture K(n3dom 2here(n <od@s rule (s per$eted- The 5eat(tudes spea# o$ th(s $uture K(n3dom)
and so does the pra!er o$ the Paternoster) "Th! K(n3dom ome-" In man! o$ H(s para5les and (n
e6pl((t prom(ses He d(rets the hearts and m(nds o$ H(s d(s(ples to th(s 3reat th(n3 that (s to
ome- Let !our lo(ns 5e 3(rt) let !our lamps 5e read! (n !our hands) the 5r(de3room ometh?
Th(s hope 3('es H(s messa3e an (mmense po2er to en#(ndle and st(r men@s souls- It allo2s no
eas! a1u(esene (n the present) 5ut re1u(res us to 5e e'er up and st(rr(n3) read! $or the 3reat
hour- No2) that our Lord@s teah(n3) on (ts eshatolo3(al s(de) ulm(nated (n th(s emphas(s on
the $uture K(n3dom and the &ud3ment) annot 5e ser(ousl! de5ated- 0ut (t (s a $ar harder matter
to determ(ne $rom the <ospels H(s e6at onept(on o$ the om(n3 o$ the Last =a!- =(d he
one('e (t as an a5rupt and atastroph( e'ent) or as the 3radual de'elopment o$ d('(ne
destrut('e $ores 2h(h e$$eted the &ud3ment (n the(r proess/

0ut one th(n3 (s erta(n) that &esus tau3ht pla(nl! that the K(n3dom 2h(h He had esta5l(shed (n
the (mmed(ate present 2as as !et em5r!on() the least o$ all seeds) a t(n! lea'en) and that (t 2as
to pass $rom th(s em5r!on( state (nto $ull l($e and stren3th onl! a$ter H(s death and 5eause o$
H(s death) 5! a 2ondrous (nterpos(t(on o$ <od- "And I) ($ I 5e l($ted up $rom the earth) 2(ll dra2
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all th(n3s to m!sel$" %&n- 6(() *+,- Not onl! St- Paul) 5ut the E'an3el(sts also #no2 o$ our Lord@s
 prom(se that a$ter H(s death a 3reat ne2 th(n3 2as to happen) the '(s(tat(on o$ the d(s(ples 5!
the Hol! <host) "5! the po2er $rom on h(3h)" as St- Lu#e sa!s %66(') J,) 5! the "Consoler)" as
St- &ohn alls H(m- It (s the pla(n on'(t(on o$ earl! Chr(st(an(t! that th(s prom(se 2as $ul$(lled
(n the "m(3ht! 2(nd" o$ Penteost) and that the small) em5r!on( K(n3dom o$ <od 2as then $(rst
a2a#ened (nto $ull and $ru(t$ul l($e) (nto a l($e that 2as to $(ll the 2hole 2orld-

From th(s 2e ma! onlude that our Lord@s hope $or the $uture 2as not onerned 2(th the Last
=a! as an (solated e'ent) 5ut 2as onerned also 2(th all those e'ents 2h(h are essent(all! and
atuall! onneted 2(th (t and 2h(h lead up to the 3reat separat(on o$ sp(r(ts: (n part(ular) 2(th
H(s death and resurret(on) 2(th the outpour(n3 o$ the Hol! <host) 2(th the $ound(n3 o$ the
un('ersal Churh) andas neessar(l! 5elon3(n3 to th(s7 72(th the a5ol(t(on o$ the Old
Co'enant and the do2n$all o$ &erusalem- Pre(sel! 5eause &esus #ne2 that the K(n3dom o$
<od 2as alread! esta5l(shed (n H(s o2n Person) 5eause (t 2as a entral $at o$ H(s
ons(ousness that the 3reat separat(on o$ sp(r(ts) the ;ud3ment o$ the 2orld) had alread! 5e3un
(n H(s Person) He neessar(l! re3arded all the e'ents that depended upon H(s Person as

 part(ular moments o$ the <eneral &ud3ment 2h(h 2as $undamentall! and prat(all!
(nau3urated 2(th H(s Person- And so) prola(m(n3 th(n3s (n a prophet( manner) He made no
d(st(nt(on 5et2een toda! and tomorro2- He d(d not onern H(msel$ pr(mar(l! 2(th the

 pos(t(on o$ e'ents (n t(me and h(stor!4 5ut (n a s(n3le) po2er$ul (ntu(t(on omprehended the(r
essent(al harater) the(r real (nner un(t! and the(r onnet(on 2(th H(s Person- The 2hole
$uture) the destrut(on o$ &erusalem as 2ell as the esta5l(shment and e6pans(on o$ H(s Churh)
2as to H(m the present) the present o$ H(s ;ud3ment- So H(s e6petat(on o$ the Last =a!
em5raed $uture 3enerat(ons alon3 2(th H(s o2n) and He ould threaten H(s o2n 3enerat(on
2(th the Com(n3 o$ the Son o$ Man-

.hen (s the e6at da!) the pre(se hour o$ H(s om(n3/ I$ 2e $ormulate the 1uest(on thus) 2e
$eel at one that (t (s an (dle 1uest(on) and 2e real(>e ho2 (mposs(5le (t (s to 5el(e'e that the
Lord &esus dep(ted (n the <ospels) 2hose m(nd 2as so onentrated on the essent(al and real)
not on the "2hen" 5ut on the "2hat)" e'er e6pounded a hronolo3!-

On the ontrar! (t (s to H(s d(s(ples that 2e must attr(5ute the attempt to $(6 dates- The a3e 2as
(nl(ned to apoal!pt( speulat(on) and the d(s(ples) (n$luened 5! (ts ur(ous ant((pat(ons)
2ere espe(all! (nterested (n the "2hen)" that (s to sa!) (n the e6ternal and hronolo3(al aspet
o$ our Lord@s eshatolo3!- And so) 2hen the! heard &esus tal#(n3 o$ the Last =a!) the! 2ere
d(sposed to one('e the ma(n elements o$ H(s announement) not aord(n3 to the (nner and
essent(al onnet(on (n 2h(h He re3arded them) 5ut $rom a purel! hronolo3(al standpo(nt)
and so to 2ea#en the 2hole $ore o$ H(s prophe!- And the e'an3el(sts man($est the s(mple
$(del(t! o$ the(r reord (n noth(n3 more pla(nl! than (n th(s) that (n the(r manner o$ orrelat(n3
our Lord@s eshatolo3(al pronounements 2(th one another and 2(th H(s other d(sourses) the!
represent the spe(al (nterpretat(on) (n$luened as (t 2as 5! trad(t(onal onept(ons) 2h(h man!
o$ H(s d(s(ples or(3(nall! 3a'e to the teah(n3 o$ &esus- Our Lord H(msel$ e6pressl! and $(nall!
re$used to ma#e an! pronounement re3ard(n3 the da! and hour o$ the Last =a!- .hen the
d(s(ples as#ed H(m 2hen the s(3n o$ H(s om(n3 and o$ the end o$ the 2orld 2ould appear
%M#- 6((() ,) &esus delared 2(thout 1ual($(at(on: "O$ that da! or hour no man #no2eth) ne(ther
the an3els (n hea'en) nor the Son) 5ut the Father alone" %M#- 6((() *+,- Th(s (s one o$ the most
erta(n o$ all the sa!(n3s o$ our Lord and an ome onl! $rom H(m- For a$ter H(s resurret(on)
2hen the 3lor! o$ <od had 5een man($ested (n H(s ountenane) H(s d(s(ples 2ould sarel!
ha'e or(3(nated a statement so l(a5le to m(sonstrut(on) as that e'en the Son d(d not #no2 the
da! o$ the &ud3ment- .e should there$ore (nterpret all other sa!(n3s o$ &esus (n the l(3ht o$ th(s
erta(n utterane- &esus does not) as He m(3ht ha'e done) ans2er H(s d(s(ples 2(th a pure
d(st(nt(on- He does not sa! that the Son o$ Man 2(ll assuredl! ome soon) 5ut that the e6at
hour o$ H(s om(n3 depends on the Father- H(s ans2er (s rather an un1ual($(ed and pla(n "I
#no2 not-" And there$ore that statement o$ H(s 2h(h (mmed(atel! preedes these 2ords) that
"th(s 3enerat(on shall not pass unt(l all these th(n3s 5e done)" annot re$er to the de$(n(te da! and
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hour o$ the <eneral &ud3ment) 5ut onl! to the e'ents ment(oned (n H(s d(sourse) to those
e'ents (ntrodutor! to the &ud3ment 2h(h 2ere to our (n H(s o2n 3enerat(on) and espe(all!
to the destrut(on o$ &erusalem- Had &esus ontemplated an (mmed(ate om(n3 o$ the Last
&ud3ment) He 2ould not ha'e ment(oned (n the same d(sourse another ser(es o$ s(3ns 2h(h
ould not poss(5l! 5e $ul$(lled (n H(s o2n 3enerat(on) suh as $(ere (nternat(onal 2ars) $am(nes)
earth1ua#es) un('ersal host(l(t! to Chr(st(ans) the appearane o$ man! $alse prophets) the

 preah(n3 o$ the <ospel (n the 2hole 2orld %Mt- 66(') D $$-,- A 'er! short t(me 5e$ore H(s death)
2hen the s(nner o$ 0ethan(a ano(nted H(m) He returned to the last o$ these prophe(es:
".heresoe'er th(s 3ospel shall 5e preahed (n the 2hole 2orld) that also 2h(h she hath done
shall 5e told $or a memor! o$ her" %Mt- 66'() 9*,- So &esus ontemplates a un('ersal r(s(s 2h(h
2(ll last a 'er! lon3 t(me and (nlude a 'er! lar3e num5er o$ e'ents- As to 2hen these shall
reah the(r end) that (s a matter 2h(h depends upon the Father alone-

Se'eral o$ H(s para5les po(nt (n the same d(ret(on- The 2(#ed ste2ard maltreats the ser'ants
and s1uanders the propert! entrusted to h(m under the prete6t that "M! lord (s lon3 a om(n3"
%Mt- 66(') ,- The 5r(de3room "tarr(es" so lon3) that the '(r3(ns a2a(t(n3 h(m) the 2(se as 2ell
as the $ool(sh) slum5er and sleep %Mt- 66') D,- The (ndustr(ous ser'ants 2ere a5le to dou5le the
talents omm(tted to them) 5e$ore the(r lord returned "a$ter a lon3 t(me" %Mt- 66') 9J,- It (s not
sane r(t((sm to anel all these s(3n($(ant (nd(at(ons s(mpl! 5eause the! on$l(t 2(th our
eshatolo3(al preonept(ons- I$ 2e ;ud3e all the eshatolo3(al utteranes o$ our Lord
aord(n3 to the(r true mean(n3) (n the l(3ht o$ that entral po(nt 2(th 2h(h &esus 2as
onerned) 2e shall $(nd that the! are noth(n3 5ut a '('(d and (mperat('e summons to onstant
2ath$ulness and read(ness $or the =a! o$ the Lord) ome (t 2hen (t ma!- "Ye #no2 not 2hen
the lord o$ the house ometh: at e'en) or at m(dn(3ht) or at o#7ro2) or (n the morn(n3- .ath
!e) there$ore) lest om(n3 on a sudden he $(nd !ou sleep(n3- And 2hat I sa! to !ou) I sa! to all:
.ath?" %M#- 6((() *D7G4 L#- 6(() *G $$-,- The po(nt that &esus emphas(>es (s th(s) that H(s om(n3
annot 5e alulated 5e$orehand) that (t 5rea#s (n suddenl!) as une6peted as a th(e$ (n the n(3ht
%L#- 6(() *J,) as (nstantaneous as a $lash o$ l(3htn(n3 %L#- 6'(() +,) as 1u(# as the snare that
entraps an an(mal %L#- 66() *D,- From a ps!holo3(al standpo(nt 2e an read(l! understand ho2
the d(s(ples) haunted 5! the apoal!pt( prepossess(ons o$ the(r t(me) and not so pro$oundl!
'ersed (n the m(nd o$ the(r Master as 2ere the t2el'e) (nterpreted the suddenness) speed and
une6petedness o$ the parous(a to mean a pro6(mate and (mm(nent om(n3 o$ the Lord) and ho2
th(s m(sunderstand(n3 lon3 ma(nta(ned (tsel$ amon3 them) 5e(n3 supported 5! the(r personal
des(res and 5! the hopes o$ the(r t(me- Yet the apostles and e'an3el(sts 2ere a2are that our Lord
H(msel$ had not sa(d that he 2ould ome soon) 5ut that He 2ould ome suddenl!- The Ats o$
the Apostles reords the $at that the r(sen and 3lor($(ed Chr(st also e6pressl! del(ned to sa!
2hether He 2ould restore the #(n3dom o$ Israel (n that t(me %en to Chrono touto,: "It (s not $or
!ou to #no2 the t(mes or the moments) 2h(h the Father hath put (n H(s o2n po2er" %Ats () G
$$-,- It 2as th(s real(>at(on that the not(on o$ a pro6(mate om(n3 o$ the &ud3ment d(d not rest on
the lear prom(se o$ the Lord) 5ut 2as der('ed onl! $rom the(r o2n op(n(ons and des(res) 2h(h
spared the !oun3 Chr(st(an ommun(t(es all those d(sappo(ntments and trou5les 2h(h the! must
else ha'e su$$ered 2hen the return o$ the Lord 2as dela!ed- The demol(t(on o$ the old hopes
2as e$$eted 2(thout $r(t(on- In the Seond Ep(stle to the Thessalon(ans there (s le$t 5ut a $a(nt
eho o$ them) 2h(le (n the <ospel o$ St- &ohn the! d(sappear ompletel!- 0ut there (s one th(n3
2h(h d(d not d(sappear) and 2h(h a5(des e'en to the present da!) namel!) the true delarat(on
and pla(n prom(se o$ our Lord) H(s 3reat messa3e: The 5r(de3room ometh) there$ore 5e !e
read!?

And so) to onlude) an est(mate o$ the nature o$ the Churh (n the l(3ht o$ our Lord@s
eshatolo3(al teah(n3 !(elds these t2o po(nts: In the $(rst plae 2e see that the $oundat(on o$
the Churh (s (n the d(ret l(ne o$ H(s thou3ht- For the 'er! reason that the K(n3dom o$ Hea'en
(s esta5l(shed (n the (mmed(ate present and must 5! the Father@s 2(ll 2a(t a lon3 t(me !et $or the
Com(n3 o$ the 0r(de3room) (t (s neessar! that the pearl o$ 3reat pr(e should 5e pro'(ded 2(th
a protet('e shell) that the ne2 sp(r(t o$ <od@s 3o'ernane should ha'e a 5od!) (n order to pass
unsathed throu3h h(stor!- 0ut s(ne th(s present K(n3dom (s ompleted onl! (n the $uture)
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there$ore the l($e o$ the Churh also (s ord(nated to2ards that $uture- The Churh) $ounded on
the one Peter) (s a so(et! a2a(t(n3 the parous(a) and her nature (s $undamentall! eshatolo3(al-
And so her do3ma (s (n (ts purpose a preparat(on $or the $uture '(s(on- "No2 2e see onl! a
m(rror---- 5ut then $ae to $ae-" There$ore her reed loses 2(th the on$ess(on o$ 5el(e$ (n the
l($e e'erlast(n3- Her l(tur3! see#s to adum5rate and ant((pate 5! means o$ '(s(5le and trans(tor!
s(3ns the 3lor(es o$ etern(t!- Her saraments are ant((pator! pled3es o$ a $uture onsummat(on-
The! on'e! that l(3ht o$ 3rae 2h(h (s to pass one da! (nto the l(3ht o$ 3lor!- All her pra!ers
and all her penane are (nsp(red 5! the 3reat hope: the Lord ometh- And so (n her att(tude she (s
not o$ th(s 2orld) 5ut o$ the ne6t- O$ ourse she reo3n(>es and uses the th(n3s o$ th(s 2orld) 5ut
she does so onl! so $ar as the! relate to the other 2orld and to the l($e eternal- &ust as her Lord
and Master sa2 and 'alued all ontemporar! e'ents onl! (n the(r (n2ard onnet(on 2(th the
3reat th(n3 that 2as to ome) so the Churh also a$$(rms (n e'er! present th(n3 onl! (ts $(nal and
eternal 'alue- She enlar3es our l($e) and ra(ses (t $rom trans(tor! 'alues (nto etern(t!- She 3rasps
the $uture (n the present) and etern(t! (n t(me- The Chr(st(an at pra!er #no2s not t(me) as mere
t(me- He does not allo2 h(msel$ to 5e 3o'erned 5! t(me and (ts mo'ement- He (s not the

 pla!th(n3 o$ t(me) 5ut l('es (n the eternal- H(s att(tude (s ons(ousl! supra7temporal- He "uses
the 2orld as thou3h he used (t not- For the $ash(on o$ th(s 2orld passeth a2a!" %9 Cor- '(() *9,-

And) there$ore) the Churh has no use $or an! merel! human and temporal ('(l(>at(on4 her (deal
(s an eternal one) and ons(sts (n the esta5l(shment o$ <od@s K(n3dom (n the souls o$ men-
.here'er a purel! human (deal see#s to assert (tsel$ and men are ta#en apt('e 5! 'alues less
than the ult(mate 'alue) then the Churh pro'es hersel$ an (rreon(la5le opponent- Th(s (s the

 po(nt (n 2h(h she separates hersel$ most pro$oundl! $rom the 2orld- She annot rest (n t(me-
.hene'er a purel! 2orldl! outloo# sho2s (tsel$) 2hether (t 5e (n the un('ers(t!) or (n the 5us!
mar#etplae) or e'en (n the home) she 2(ll ne'er ease to r! her "0e !e read!?" to all and
sundr!- Th(s (s the '(tal enter o$ her 5e(n3- .here'er the Churh enounters the 2orld) (n

 ph(losoph! and s(ene) (n pol(t(s and la2) (n art and l(terature) there the eternal (mp(n3es on
the temporal) the d('(ne on the human) and the K(n3dom o$ Chr(st on the #(n3dom o$ th(s 2orld-

That (s the $(rst po(nt- And the seond po(nt (s th(s) that the Churh) (n the l(3ht o$ our Lord@s
eshatolo3(al teah(n3) (s seen to 5e neessar(l! (nomplete and (mper$et- The Churh o$ the

 present (s not as !et the 2hole and $ull K(n3dom o$ <od- It (s a $(eld o$ 2heat (n 2h(h there (s
st(ll muh o#le) a net that onta(ns 5oth 3ood and 5ad $(sh- True) the sp(r(t that dom(nates her
(s the Sp(r(t o$ &esus) and the $ores that pulsate throu3h her are the l('(n3 $ores o$ her r(sen
Sa'(or- 0ut the men (n 2hom th(s d('(ne l($e (s at('e are men on$(ned 2(th(n the 5onds o$ the(r
orrupt 5od(es) and there$ore the! are (nomplete men and 2(ll rema(n so) unt(l the Lord ome-
Moreo'er there 2(ll al2a!s 5e men (n 2hom <od@s 2ord does not ta#e root) and 2ho 2(ll 5e
l(#e the o#le and 3ro2 t(ll the har'est- That (s the tra3ed! o$ the Churh and <od@s present
K(n3dom) that there should 5e th(s ontrast 5et2een her temporal man($estat(on and her d('(ne
(dea) 5et2een her atual state and that 3reat and hol! th(n3 2h(h l('eth (n her- 0ut our hope (s
not (llusor!: th(s tra3ed! shall ree('e (ts happ! solut(on on that da! 2hen Chr(st omes a3a(n-
The Cathol( turns h(s 3a>e a2a! $rom all (mper$et(on and 2rethedness) $rom h(s o2n s(ns
and the s(ns o$ h(s $ello2 Cathol(s) and loo#s $or2ard 2(th on$(dent hopee6atl! as d(d the
$(rst Chr(st(ans o$ Cor(nth and Thessalon(ato the da! 2hen the 0r(de3room shall ome-
Maranathaome) Lord &esus?
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$ 2$ /einel) %Bi6lische Theologie des euen Testaments% #+#>) p$ >,$

Chapter BI: The Churh and Peter 

"#on this roc* I will !uild my hurch" (Mt. xvi, '+).

Our Lord@s <ospel o$ the K(n3dom pressed on to the $oundat(on o$ a '(s(5le Churh- The more
de$(n(tel! He opposed the rul(n3 rel(3(ous author(t!) and the learer (t 5eame that He 2as
dethron(n3 the La2 and sett(n3 H(s o2n 2ord (n (ts plae) that the ne2 K(n3dom 2as 5ound up
2(th H(s Person and 2(th $a(th (n H(m) that (t 2as H(s K(n3dom %$- L#- 66(() +J) *4 66((() +4
Mt- 6((() 9,) and that (t 2as the Ne2 Co'enant (n H(s 0lood) so muh the more (ne'(ta5le 2as
the 3radual detahment o$ H(s d(s(ples $rom the(r pre'(ous rel(3(ous $ello2sh(p- "No man

 putteth a p(ee o$ ne2 loth unto an old 3arment-" And naturall! the $ello2sh(p 2h(h held H(s
d(s(ples to3ether 2as 5ound to 5eome all the more (nt(mate and ons(ous- Ho2 o$ten had He
not told them: "0! th(s shall all men #no2 that !ou are m! d(s(ples) ($ !ou ha'e lo'e one to
another-" The! shall all one another 5rethren) the! shall 5e H(s $am(l! %$- Mt- 6) +D,) H(s
marr(a3e 3uests) 2ho annot 5e sorro2$ul so lon3 as the 0r(de3room (s 2(th them %Mt- (6) 9D,)
2ho dr(n# to3ether out o$ the same up o$ the Ne2 Co'enant- And one da! the! are to 5e H(s
elet) and at H(s ta5le and (n H(s K(n3dom to eat o$ the 3lad mess(an( $east %L#- 66(() +J $-4 Mt-
6((() 9,

The mess(an( ons(ousness o$ &esus neessar(l! led to the $ormat(on o$ a ommun(t!- In H(s
Person the &ud3ment 2as alread! 5e3un) the ontrast o$ $a(th and un5el(e$) the separat(on o$
sp(r(ts- He told them 1u(te pla(nl!: "=o not th(n# that I ame to send peae upon earth4 I ame
not to send peae) 5ut the s2ord" %Mt- 6) *4 $- Lu#e 6(() D9,- In H(m the C(t! o$ <od (n'aded
the earthl! (t!) and at one there 5e3an the proess o$ d(sr(m(nat(on) the $ormat(on o$ the ne2
out o$ the old-

The $(rst step 2as ta#en 2hen &esus 5e3an 3raduall! to 3ather "d(s(ples" a5out H(m) and the
T2el'e are ment(oned (n t2ent!7n(ne passa3es o$ the <ospels- In St- Paul "the t2el'e" are
alread! a reo3n(>ed 5od!- Ho2e'er muh (t ma! 5e d(sputed 2hether the t2el'e 2ere named
apostles 5! our Lord H(msel$) or 2hether th(s name 5eame urrent $(rst (n Hellen(st(
surround(n3s) !et the $at that &esus H(msel$ seleted the t2el'e (s (nd(sputa5le- The! 2ere to 5e
t2el'e (n num5er) no more and no less- 0! 5e(n3 t2el'e the! 2ereso He pla(nl! (ntendedto
s(3n($! the ne2 t2el'e7$old Israel) and to 5e the 3erm o$ that hol! people 2h(h He) as the Son
o$ man) $oretold 5! the prophet =an(el) 2as ome to esta5l(sh89 As the ne2 Israel the! 2ere the
#ernel o$ the ne2 K(n3dom) (ts sp(r(tual support) the author(>ed 5earers o$ (ts messa3e) the "salt
o$ the earth)" the "l(3ht o$ the 2orld-" The! #ne2 themsel'es as those 2ho 2ould one da! ;ud3e
the t2el'e tr(5es o$ Israel %Mt- 6(6) +4 L#- 66(() *,- So deepl! 2ere the t2el'e permeated 2(th
the $undamental (mportane o$ the(r orporate un(on) that a$ter the Asens(on o$ &esus the!
ons(dered (t the(r $(rst 5us(ness to $(ll the 3ap 2h(h the su((de o$ &udas had le$t (n the
apostol( olle3e 5! elet(n3 Matth(as %Ats () 9D $$-,- There$ore the t2el'e 2ere the or(3(nal
$orm and $oundat(on o$ the ne2 K(n3dom- That ne2 K(n3dom entered h(stor! as an apostol(
Churh) 5u(lt) as the Ep(stle to the Ephes(ans sa!s %(() +,) "upon the $oundat(on o$ the apostles-"
The harater o$ apostol((t!) th(s real h(stor(al onnet(on 2(th the t2el'e) (s essent(al to (t and
annot 5e ta#en $rom (t-
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0ut alread!) at the elet(on o$ Matth(as) one o$ the t2el'e (s d(st(n3u(shed $rom the others 5! h(s
sel$7assurane- Th(s (s S(mon 0ar &ona) surnamed Peter- He proposed the elet(on and onduted
(t- On the da! o$ Penteost (t 2as Peter a3a(n 2ho 5! h(s st(rr(n3 2ords 5rou3ht the $(rst
Chr(st(an ommun(t! (nto 5e(n3 %Ats (() 9,- 0oth (n the temple %((() 9+, and 5e$ore the
Sanhedr(n %(') 4 ') +J, th(s same Peter 2as the spo#esman o$ the t2el'e- H(s m(rales surpassed
e'en those o$ our Lord- "The s(n3ular 3reatness o$ the mar'els reported o$ h(m---- sho2s that
Chr(st(an trad(t(on ra(sed h(m a5o'e the rest o$ the t2el'e-"8+ It 2as he) 2ho 5! h(s reept(on
o$ the <ent(le Cornel(us) ant((pated the de(s(on o$ that 1uest(on 2h(h 2as so '(tal $or the
!oun3 Churh) that (s) 2hether the <ent(les m(3ht 5e adm(tted d(retl! (nto the Chr(st(an
ommun(t!- And he seured the 3eneral reo3n(t(on o$ h(s pol(! (n sp(te o$ all oppos(t(on %Ats
6() 9,- .hen the 1uest(on 2as ra(sed later 2hether <ent(le Chr(st(ans 2ere under the la2 o$
(rum(s(on) a3a(n h(s 2ord 2as de(s('e %6') G,- And 2hen the ontro'ers! threatened to

 5rea# out ane2 (n Ant(oh) (t 2as e6peted that h(s presene (n person 2ould produe peae-
0ut the prest(3e o$ St- Peter 2as supreme) not onl! (n the or(3(nal ommun(t!) 5ut also (n those
Hellen(st( m(ss(onar! hurhes 2here St- Paul e6er(sed h(s apostolate to the un(rum(sed
%$- <al- (() G,- St- Paul tells us that St- Peter 2as aounted one o$ the "p(llars" o$ the Churh)
2(th &ames and &ohn %<al- (() J,- He (s one o$ the "author(t(es" %(() ,- Aord(n3 to St- Paul) St-
Peter (s entrusted 2(th the 3ospel to the (rum(sed) as he h(msel$ (s the apostle o$ the
un(rum(sed) 2h(h means that St- Paul re3arded h(m as the true $ounder and head o$ the
&e2(sh Chr(st(an ommun(t! %<al- (() G,- And so) on h(s $(rst '(s(t to &erusalem) he sou3ht out St-
Peter espe(all!- H(s '(s(t) a$ter h(s three !ears@ so;ourn (n Ara5(a) 2as $or the e6press purpose o$
"3ett(n3 to #no2 Peter personall!" %h(storesa(,- And he a5ode $($teen da!s 2(th h(m %<al- () 9,-
Man($estl! he ons(dered (t neessar! to arran3e matters 2(th St- Peter and to 5e (n a3reement
2(th h(m- And e'en 2hen he an sa! that he d(d not a3ree 2(th Peter) 5ut had to "2(thstand h(m
to h(s $ae" 5eause he had 2ron3l! 2(thdra2n h(msel$ $rom so(al (nterourse 2(th <ent(le
Chr(st(ans and there5! prat(all! 5el(ed h(s o2n pr(n(ples %<al- (() 9979+,) e'en then 2e
d(sern h(s on'(t(on that St- Peter@s e6ample (s o$ espe(al author(t! e'en $or Ant(oh) so that a

 pu5l( settlement 2(th h(m (s neessar!-

And so St- Paul@s att(tude to2ards the apostles (n 3eneral and to2ards St- Peter (n part(ular
on$(rms that p(ture o$ the Churh 2h(h 2e der('ed $rom the or(3(nal ommun(t! (n
&erusalem- It (s lear that the 3o'ernane o$ the Churh apperta(ned to the apostles) and that St-
Peter 2as the most (n$luent(al and esteemed o$ the apostles- The t2el'e 3o'erned the Churh
under the leadersh(p o$ St- Peter- &erusalem) as the seat o$ the apostol( olle3e 2(th St- Peter at
(ts head) 2as the metropol(s o$ the Chr(st(an hurhes- As Karl Holl has latel! demonstrated
a3a(nst Sohm) &erusalem had a spe(al ompetene to de(de 1uest(ons that arose and a $ormal
r(3ht to super'(se the 2hole Chr(st(an m(ss(on and to ared(t the m(ss(onar(es-8* St- Paul
h(msel$ tells us 2(th o5'(ous sat(s$at(on that the author(t(es (n &erusalem reo3n(>ed h(s
m(ss(on to the <ent(les and 3a'e h(m "the r(3ht7hand o$ $ello2sh(p" %<al- (() J,) 2(thout la!(n3
more upon h(m %(() ,- So the Paul(ne ommun(t(es also 2ere su5;et to the supreme ontrol o$
&erusalem- St- Paul adds: "Onl! that 2e should 5e m(nd$ul o$ the poor) 2h(h same th(n3 also I
2as are$ul to do" %<al- (() 9,- Not a $e2 modern (n'est(3ators see (n these re3ular alms sent to
&erusalem a spe(es o$ ta6He(ler e'en spea#s o$ Peter@s7pene 2h(h the Chr(st(an
ommun(t(es o$ the d(aspora had to pa! (n a#no2led3ment o$ the(r (nt(mate dependene on
&erusalem) ;ust as the s!na3o3ues o$ the &e2(sh d(aspora 2ere 5ound to ontr(5ute to the temple-

So ($ 2e ons(der the $undamental harater o$ the or(3(nal Chr(st(an Churh 2e an understand
ho2 He(ler an all those earl! !ears the "$ormat('e per(od o$ Cathol((sm)"8 and (n 2hat
respet he an sa! o$ the pr(m(t('e ommun(t! (n &erusalem that (t d(spla!ed the "unm(sta#a5le
3erms and $undamental elements o$ the om(n3 Cathol((sm-"8D The most outstand(n3 o$ these
(s St- Peter@s preem(nene (n the apostol( olle3e-

Ho2 are 2e to e6pla(n th(s pre7em(nene o$ St- Peter/ Aord(n3 to .ellhausen and h(s
$ollo2ers (t (s s(mpl! due to the $at that St- Peter 2as the $(rst to see the r(sen Chr(st- H(s $a(th
a2a#ened the $a(th o$ the rest) and so St- Peter@s Easter $a(th 2as the reat('e ause and the root
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o$ all that Chr(st(an(t! 2h(h 3re2 out o$ th(s Easter $a(th- u(te reentl! Holl has endea'ored to
(mpro'e th(s theor! 5! mod($!(n3 (t as $ollo2s: St- Peter (s not pre(sel! the reator and
en#(ndler o$ the Chr(st(an $a(th) 5ut (ts re7reator- The e'ents o$ the Pass(on (nt(m(dated the
d(s(ples and e6t(n3u(shed the(r $a(th4 that $a(th 2as re7en#(ndled 5! St- Peter@s $a(th) and (n that
2a! the ne2 $a(th (s ausall! der('ed $rom St- Peter- Ne(ther o$ these theor(es (s adm(ss(5le

 5eause ne(ther o$ them rests upon an! seure h(stor(al 5as(s- It (s true that St- Peter 2as
re3arded 5! the pr(m(t('e Chr(st(ans as an (mportant 2(tness to the Resurret(on o$ our Lord-
And (t (s (ndu5(ta5le that h(s test(mon! 2as 'alued more h(3hl! than the test(mon! o$ the other
apostles- .hen St- Paul) (n h(s ar3ument a3a(nst those 2ho den(ed the Resurret(on) enumerates
the most 2e(3ht! 2(tnesses to (t) he ment(ons St- Peter $(rst) and the t2el'e as a 2hole onl! a$ter
h(m %9 Cor- 6') D,- It (s s(3n($(ant also that the an3el at the tom5 %M#- 6'() G, 5ade the 2omen
tell "the d(s(ples and Peter" that &esus 2ould 3o 5e$ore them (nto <al(lee- So St- Mar# also
s(n3les out St- Peter and d(st(n3u(shes h(s test(mon! e6pressl! $rom that o$ the other d(s(ples-
0ut no2here) as Katten5ush trul! (ns(sts) (s there an! reord o$ St- Peter@s 5e(n3 the $(rst to
2hom the Lord appeared- Nor (s there an! e'(dene 2hate'er to sho2 that the $(rst d(s(ples and
the $(rst ommun(t(es e6pressl! 5ased the(r $a(th (n the r(sen Chr(st on the test(mon! o$ St- Peter)
that h(s $a(th 5e3at the(rs) and that the(r $a(th stood or $ell 2(th h(s alone- On the ontrar! the
narrat('es o$ the Resurret(on and espe(all! St- Paul@s) are onerned to name a 2hole ser(es o$
2(tnesses) and amon3 them $('e hundred 5rethren "o$ 2hom man! rema(n unt(l th(s present" %9
Cor- 6') ,- Not St- Peter s(n3l!) 5ut all the l('(n3 d(s(ples as a 5od!) are the 2(tness and
3uarantee o$ the Resurret(on- The e6per(ene o$ Penteost rests upon the 5as(s o$ the(r ommon
test(mon!-

 Ne'ertheless St- Peter@s test(mon! has a spe(al 'alue and (s e6pressl! (n'o#ed 5e$ore and alon3
2(th the test(mon! o$ the t2el'e- The reason (s) not that St- Peter 2as the authent( and spe(al)
or the $(rst 2(tness) o$ the Resurret(on) 5ut rather that h(s 2ord and h(s test(mon! (n 3eneral
2ere more h(3hl! treasured and that he en;o!ed a h(3her prest(3e than the other d(s(ples- In
other 2ords) St- Peter@s pre7em(nene as a 2(tness (s not to 5e e6pla(ned 5! h(s 5e(n3 the $(rst to

 5el(e'e (n the Resurret(on) 5ut ontrar(2(se (t (s 5! h(s alread! reo3n(>ed pre7em(nene that
2e must e6pla(n the spe(al 'alue 2h(h h(s test(mon! en;o!ed- The h(3h esteem and spe(al
ons(derat(on 3('en to h(s test(mon!as e'(dened 5! St- Mar# and St- Paul) and 5! St- Lu#e
also %6(() +,ompel the h(stor(an to on;eture the e6(stene o$ some $at) e6(st(n3 5e$ore the
Resurret(on o$ our Lord) 2h(h 3a'e St- Peter a spe(al stand(n3 (n the pr(m(t('e ommun(t!)
and 2h(h aused that ommun(t! to 3('e h(s test(mon!) thou3h not an e6lus('e) !et an
e6ept(onal 'alue- Is there suh a $at/

The e'an3el(st) St- Matthe2) reords an e'ent) 2h(h o$ (tsel$ (s 1u(te su$$((ent to e6pla(n St-
Peter@s pre7em(nene (n the pr(m(t('e ommun(t! and the h(3h 'alue set upon h(s test(mon! to
the Resurret(on- The sene (s the ne(3h5orhood o$ Caesarea Ph(l(pp() 5! the southern slopes o$
Mt- Hermon) (n s(3ht o$ the m(3ht! ran3e (n 2h(h the &ordan has (ts soure- Our Lord put th(s
1uest(on to H(s d(s(ples: .hom do !ou sa! that I am/" S(mon Peter made ans2er: "Thou art
the Chr(st) the Son o$ the L('(n3 <od-" &esus ans2ered h(m: "0lessed art thou) S(mon 0ar &ona4

 5eause $lesh and 5lood hath not re'ealed (t to thee) 5ut m! Father 2ho (s (n hea'en- And I sa!
to thee: That thou art Peter %the ro#,) and upon th(s ro# I 2(ll 5u(ld m! hurh- And the 3ates
o$ hell shall not pre'a(l a3a(nst (t- And I 2(ll 3('e to thee the #e!s o$ the K(n3dom o$ Hea'en-
And 2hatsoe'er thou shalt 5(nd upon earth) (t shall 5e 5ound also (n hea'en: and 2hatsoe'er
thou shalt loose upon earth) (t shall 5e loosed also (n hea'en" %Mt- 6'() 9D $$-,- I$ 2e e6am(ne the
l(n3u(st( (d(om o$ these 'erses) (t (mmed(atel! 5eomes e'(dent that the! are Arama( (n or(3(n-
The pla! on the 2ord Kephas (s per$et onl! (n Arama() $or (n the <ree# "petra" %ro#, has to

 5e han3ed (nto "Petros-" The e6press(ons S(mon 0ar &ona) 3ates o$ hell) #e!s o$ the K(n3dom
o$ Hea'en) 5(nd(n3 and loos(n3) and the ant(thes(s o$ hea'en and earth) are all Arama( (n
harater- Sem(t( sholars are there$ore emphat( (n the(r den(al that the passa3e (s a 2estern)
(-e-) Roman $or3er!- On purel! l(n3u(st( 3rounds that (s an (mposs(5(l(t!) and the h!pothes(s (s
no2 1u(te o5solete- The passa3e (s nat('e onl! to the so(l o$ Palest(ne and to pr(m(t('e &e2(sh
Chr(st(an(t!- Is (t 3enu(ne/ That (s to sa!) (t (s o5'(ousl! an or(3(nal part o$ the <ospel o$ St-
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Matthe2) or does (t 5etra! the harater o$ a later (nterpolat(on/ In (tsel$ the 2hole passa3e (s
 pla(nl! 'er! losel! strun3 to3ether and there (s no s(3n o$ an! art($((al path2or#- St- Peter@s
on$ess(on: "Thou art the Chr(st" (s 5alaned 5! our Lord@s attestat(on: "Thou art the ro#-" Our
Lord@s searh(n3 (n1u(r!: ".hom do men sa! that the Son o$ Man (s/" and the e6haust('e
enumerat(on o$ the $alse op(n(ons o$ the people lead up 2(th ps!holo3(al s#(ll to St- Peter@s
orret ans2er and our Lord@s ommendat(on- "Other men ;ud3e $alsel! and (n earthl! $ash(on
a5out me- 0ut thou hast d(serned m! m!ster!: 0lessed art thou)" et- The Protestant theolo3(an
0oll(3er remar#s o$ the 'erses that the! "$(t to3ether as aptl! as the mem5ers o$ a 5od!- The!
ha'e the 1u(te (n(m(ta5le $la'or o$ a 3reat h(stor(al moment- Moreo'er) the! are e6pressed (n
2ords suh as ome onl! to the 3reat ones o$ th(s 2orld) and e'en to these onl! (n the 3reatest
moments o$ the(r l($e- No (nterpolator an 2r(te (n th(s $ash(on-"8

And ($ 2e ons(der the passa3e more 5roadl!) (n the l(3ht o$ the spe(al tenden! o$ St-
Matthe2@s <ospel) (ts authent((t! 5eomes man($est- It (s the pla(n purpose o$ h(s <ospel to set
$orth &esus as the Mess(ah $oretold 5! the Old Testament) and (n part(ular as the d('(ne La27
3('er and Teaher 2ho re'eals the deepest mean(n3 o$ the Old Testament and 5r(n3s (t to
$ul$(llment- H(s ne2 and per$et dotr(ne orrets and amends the $alse dotr(ne o$ the Sr(5es
and Phar(sees) 2ho stra(n out the 3nat and s2allo2 the amel %Mt- 66((() +,- There$ore the
spe(al tenden! o$ St- Matthe2) thou3h not ant(7&e2(sh) (s erta(nl! ant(phar(sa(- The true
Teaher o$ the K(n3dom o$ Hea'en (s &esus alone- And (n so $ar as H(s hosen d(s(ples ha'e to

 propa3ate H(s teah(n3 o$ a ;ust(e super(or to the ;ust(e o$ the Phar(sees) the! 5eome a ne2
teah(n3 5od! and supplant the 5l(nd Sr(5es and Phar(sees- And so 2e see that the 2(der

 purpose o$ St- Matthe2@s <ospel (s the (nst(tut(on o$ a ne2 rel(3(ous author(t!) a ne2 teah(n3
 5od!) and onse1uentl! the esta5l(shment o$ a ne2 Churh 2h(h should replae the
S!na3o3ue- And that d(s(ple 2ho 3rasped the m!ster! o$ the K(n3dom o$ <od 5e!ond all the
rest) and on$essed (t at Caesarea Ph(l(pp() (s appo(nted to 5e the $oundat(on stone o$ the ne2
Churh) to 5e (ts ste2ard and (nstrutor (n the K(n3dom) and (s 3('en the po2er o$ 5(nd(n3 and
loos(n3) that (s o$ $or5(dd(n3 and perm(tt(n3) not aord(n3 to the manner o$ the Phar(sees) 5ut
aord(n3 to the m(nd o$ &esus- Thus the ant(7 phar(sa( tenden! o$ the <ospel o$ St- Matthe2
ulm(nates pre(sel! at th(s po(nt) (n the $oundat(on o$ a ne2 Churh and (n the ne2 author(t!
3ranted to St- Peter- Our Lord@s prom(se to St- Peter (s und(luted ant(7phar(sa(sm- And $or that
reason the passa3e ma! not 5e e6pun3ed $rom the <ospel4 (t 5elon3s to the e'an3el(st@s or(3(nal

 plan-

0ut (s (t not one('a5le that St- Matthe2 h(msel$let us sa! (n the &e2(sh and ant(7 Paul(ne
(nterest(n'ented the 2ords a5out the ro# and the #e!s (n order to seure St- Peter@s teah(n3
author(t! as a3a(nst St- Paul) or the teah(n3 author(t! o$ &erusalem as a3a(nst the pretens(ons o$
the Hellen(st( ommun(t(es/ The passa3e 2ould then 5e a produt o$ &e2(sh Chr(st(ans (n
&erusalem) 2ho 2(shed to pla! o$$ St- Peter a3a(nst St- Paul4 at the 5est a "p(ous $raud" o$ the
author o$ our <ospel- It 2ould ta#e me too $ar 2ere I to repeat the e6haust('e proo$ addued 5!
Protestant as 2ell as Cathol( theolo3(ans to sho2 that there (s no e'(dene (n the h(stor! o$ the

 pr(m(t('e Churh o$ an! anta3on(sm 5et2een St- Peter and St- Paul) or 5et2een &erusalem and
the Hellen(st( ommun(t(es- And the $urther demonstrat(on that the <ospel o$ St- Matthe2 (s
(nsp(red 5! no anta3on(sm to2ards St- Paul (s l(#e2(se 1u(te unneessar!- It (s de(s('e $or our

 purpose to re3(ster the adm(tted $at that the $undamental 2ord o$ our Lord@s prom(se) H(s
denom(nat(on o$ Peter as the "ro#)" 2as alread! urrent (n pr(m(t('e Chr(st(an(t! lon3 5e$ore
St- Matthe2 2rote h(s <ospel(e-) shortl! 5e$ore the destrut(on o$ &erusalem (n A-=- G and
that (t 2as adm(tted and reo3n(>ed not onl! amon3 &e2(sh Chr(st(ans) 5ut also amon3 the
<ent(les) and not least o$ all (n the hurhes $ounded 5! St- Paul- Not St- Matthe2 onl!) 5ut St-
Mar# also %((() 9, and St- &ohn %() +, reord that St- Peter 2as or(3(nall! alled S(mon) and that
our Lord H(msel$ $(rst 3a'e h(m the name o$ Peter %KephaPetrosRo#,- Mar# %((() 9, tells us
$urther that &esus su5st(tuted also $or the names o$ &ames and &ohn the des(3nat(on 0oaner3es-

 No2 (t (s surel! 'er! s(3n($(antHoll has reentl! po(nted th(s outthat the name 0oaner3es
d(d not 5eome urrent amon3 the pr(m(t('e Chr(st(ans) 2hereas S(mon@s des(3nat(on as Kepha)
or the Ro#) d(d- S(mon@s surname 5eame $or all Chr(stendom h(s proper name- St- Paul
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sarel! ment(ons h(m e6ept as Kephas) the <ree# $orm o$ the Arama( Kepha- In h(s Ep(stle
to the <alat(ans %() 94 (() G) , he (ntrodues the <ree# translat(on) Petros- And that $orm Petros

 pre'a(led (n the Hellen(st( ommun(t(es to the e6lus(on o$ an! other- H(s o2n proper name)
S(mon) $ell ompletel! out o$ use- The $at (s all the more str(#(n3 5eause ne(ther the <ree#
Petros) nor the Arama( Kepha) had 5een emplo!ed as proper names 5e$ore the t(me o$ Chr(st-
There$ore the earl! Chr(st(an ommun(t(es) se'eral deades 5e$ore St- Matthe2 2rote) and (n
an! ase alread! a5out the !ear A-=- *D) 2hen St- Paul 2as on'erted) 2ere (nterested (n
S(mon@s 5e(n3 alled) not S(mon) 5ut Ro#- "All the $a(th$ul 2ere meant to #no2 that he 2as the
ro#" %Katten5ush,- And 2h!/ For no other reason that an 5e d(serned sa'e that the 2hole
Chr(st(an 5od! reo3n(>ed that surname %KephaPetrosRo#, as the e6press(on o$ St- Peter@s
spe(al $unt(on and (mportane $or the Churh) and 2as a2are that th(s spe(al pos(t(on rested
upon the or(3(nal (ntent(on) and del(5erate) une1u('oal de(s(on o$ our Lord H(msel$- In other
2ords the entral su5stane o$ th(s passa3e o$ St- Matthe2) S(mon@s des(3nat(on as the
$oundat(on stone o$ the Churh and the Churh@s esta5l(shment on h(m) 5elon3s (n the losest

 poss(5le 2a! to the te6ture o$ the ommon Chr(st(an trad(t(on) and) (ndeed) to that trad(t(on e'en
(n pre7 Paul(ne t(mes- And so (t annot ha'e 5een the (n'ent(on o$ narro2l! &e2(sh and ant(7
Paul(ne (rles to2ards the end o$ the $(rst entur!- And thus 2e understand ho2 not onl! the
alle3ed "ant(7Paul(ne" St- Matthe2) 2r(t(n3 $or &e2(sh Chr(st(ans) spea#s o$ S(mon the Ro#)

 5ut also the Hellen(st( Lu#e) 2r(t(n3 $or <ent(le Chr(st(ans and losel! asso(ated 2(th St- Paul)
reords a sa!(n3 o$ our Lord 2h(h reads l(#e a pre(se e6planat(on o$ St- Matthe2@s passa3e:
"And the Lord sa(d: S(mon) S(mon) 5ehold Satan hath des(red to ha'e !ou that he ma! s($t !ou
as 2heat- 0ut I ha'e pra!ed $or thee that th! $a(th $a(l not4 and thou 5e(n3 one on'erted)
on$(rm th! 5rethren" %L#- 66(() *9,- So Chr(st pra!ed spe(all! $or S(mon (n part(ular that he
should not $a(l (n the $a(th and should "on$(rm" h(s 5rethren- The 2ord "on$(rm"
%ster(>e(nsupport, rem(nds us o$ the ro# o$ St- Matthe2- It (s the spe(al $unt(on o$ S(mon to

 5e the support and prop o$ the !oun3 Chr(st(an $a(th- There$ore St- Lu#e also (mpl(es S(mon@s
'oat(on to 5e the ro#- Nor (s the ase d($$erent 2(th St- &ohn- In the supplement to the $ourth
<ospel) 2h(h der('es $rom the (rle o$ St- &ohn@s d(s(ples) the r(sen Chr(st as#s: "S(mon) son
o$ &ohn) lo'est thou Me more than these/" %66() 9D,- E'(dentl! our Lord e6peted a more
$a(th$ul lo'e $rom S(mon than $rom the rest o$ H(s d(s(ples- And on the 5as(s o$ th(s more
$a(th$ul lo'e He deputed h(m) and h(m alone) to ta#e H(s pos(t(on as shepherd o$ H(s $lo#:
"Feed M! lam5s) $eed M! sheep-" .e ma! turn these passa3es as 2e l(#e) 5ut 2e annot esape
the (mpress(on that the 2hole 5od! o$ the earl! Chr(st(ans #ne2 that S(mon 5ore a spe(al
relat(on to the sta5(l(t! o$ the Churh) and der('ed th(s un(1ue pos(t(on o$ h(s $rom an e6press
delarat(on o$ our Lord@s- Conse1uentl! the 2ords o$ our Lord reported 5! St- Matthe2 are not
(solated and 5aseless) 5ut the! are (n the(r su5stant(al ontent rooted (n and authent(ated 5! the
ommon trad(t(on o$ pr(m(t('e Chr(st(an(t!) a trad(t(on 2h(h (s earl(er than St- Matthe2@s
<ospel and earl(er than St- Paul- It (s there$ore e'(dent) and 2e need not la5or the po(nt) that 2e
are not deal(n3 here 2(th a pre7em(nene o$ St- Peter 2h(h 2as on$(ned to h(s peul(ar 3($ts) as
$or (nstane to a spe(al apa(t! $or the (nterpretat(on o$ Sr(pture or to spe(al elo1uene (n the
e6pos(t(on o$ the $a(th- In $at) St- Peter ounts not merel! as one stone (n the ne2l!7$ounded
Churh) nor merel! as the $(rst stone) 5ut as the ro#) the $oundat(on stone 2h(h supports the
2hole Churh- He (s there$ore (nt(matel! onneted 2(th the 2hole 5e(n3 o$ the Churh) not
onl! 2(th (ts teah(n3 at('(t! and (ts $a(th) 5ut also 2(th the $ullness o$ that l($e 2h(h spr(n3s
$rom th(s $a(th) 2(th (ts d(s(pl(ne) (ts 2orsh(p and (ts ord(nanes- The 2hole Churh rests on
Peter) and not merel! (ts sr(ptural #no2led3e and (ts dotr(ne- Our Lord e6presses th(s $at 2(th
e'en 3reater emphas(s 5! the 5(5l(al (ma3e 2h(h he emplo!s (n the same onte6t) prom(s(n3
Peter the #e!s o$ the K(n3dom o$ Hea'en- Peter (s to 5e the ste2ard o$ the housethe same
$(3ure (s used 5! our Lord else2here %Mt- 66(') D4 L#- 6(() +,he alone has har3e o$ the
#e!s) and he has to super'(se e'er! department o$ the Churh- The metaphor o$ 5(nd(n3 and
loos(n3 po(nts (n the same d(ret(on- Aord(n3 to the ra55(n(al mode o$ speeh $rom 2h(h (t
(s ta#en) th(s s(3n($(es a po2er to $or5(d and to perm(t) to ;ud3e and to re3ulate) 2h(h (s
author(tat('e and 'al(d (n hea'en) (-e-) 5e$ore <od- There$ore these three (ma3es reall! desr(5e
that plen(tude o$ po2er %plen(tudo potestat(s, o$ 2h(h the Bat(an Coun(l spea#s) and 2h(h
ompr(ses $ull dotr(nal and d(s(pl(nar! author(t!) the omplete 3o'ernane o$ the Churh (n
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the most omprehens('e sense- And) as 2e ha'e seen) St- Peter@s (n$luene 2as not (n $at
on$(ned to the dotr(nal sphere alone-

0utand here 2e ome to the last 1uest(onha'e 2e not to deal here 2(th a purel! personal
relat(on o$ St- Peter to the Churh/ The passa3e o$ St- Matthe2 and the on'(t(on o$ the earl!
Churh test($! to the preedene o$ St- Peter- Can 2e la(m the(r test(mon! $or h(s suessors
also/ =o the! support the e6lus('e preedene o$ the 0(shop o$ Rome/

A ne3at('e ans2er to th(s 1uest(on an 5e 3('en onl! 5! those 2ho ons(der the sr(ptural te6ts
(n (solat(on and do not '(e2 them (n relat(on to the d('(ne Person o$ &esus and H(s (ntent(ons-
0ut those 2ho reall! 5el(e'e (n &esus) (n H(s d('(ne Personal(t! and (n the neessar(l!
(mper(sha5le harater o$ H(s (deas and H(s 2or#s) (n &esus the Master and Lord o$ the $uture)
annot re3ard an! o$ H(s 2or#s as trans(tor!) or an! o$ H(s 2ords as spo#en onl! $or !esterda!
and toda!- All H(s 2ords are (nst(nt 2(th eternal m(3ht) the! are 2ords o$ l($e) o$ reat('e

 po2er) the! are prom(ses 2h(h do not d(e unt(l the! are $ul$(lled-

And th(s (s true o$ Matthe2 6'() 979J- .hat &esus sa(d and d(d on that oas(on $or H(s
3enerat(on and H(s d(s(ples) He sa(d and d(d $or all t(mes) unt(l He shall ome a3a(n- .hen
&esus spo#e the 2ords: Tu es Petrus) He spo#e them out o$ H(s tr(umphant mess(an(
ons(ousness that H(s Person and H(s 2or# 2ere (mper(sha5le- True) He H(msel$ (s no2 at the
threshold o$ death) the "3ates o$ hell"4 5ut 5e$ore H(s d('(ne 3a>e all the dar# shado2s o$ death
melt a2a!- =o2n the lon3 '(sta o$ t(me He sees the rad(ant p(ture o$ H(s eternal Churh- Peter@s
on$ess(on 3('es H(m the oas(on to des(3nate S(mon and none other as the ro# o$ H(s Churh
and to $ound H(s (mper(sha5le Churh upon th(s (mper(sha5le ro#- Th(s Churh 2(ll ne'er

 per(sh) s(ne (t 2(ll al2a!s 5e a Churh $ounded on a ro#- There 2(ll al2a!s 5e a l('(n3 Peter)
2hose $a(th 2(ll on$(rm h(s 5rethren- It l(es at the 5as(s o$ H(s 2ords that H(s Churh 2(ll ne'er

 5e 2(thout that stron3 $oundat(on 2h(h He 3a'e (t at Caesarea Ph(l(pp() 5eause (ts ont(nuane
depends upon th(s $oundat(on- And so the ont(nuane o$ St- Peter@s o$$(e (s der('ed
(mmed(atel! $rom the tr(umphant 1ual(t! o$ the mess(an( ons(ousness o$ &esus- 0eause &esus
(s sure that H(s Churh) the most spe(al reat(on o$ H(s mess(an( ons(ousness) 2(ll ne'er 5e
o'erome 5! the 3ates o$ hell) there$ore the or(3(nal Petr(ne $orm) 2(th 2h(h He onneted th(s
(mper(sha5leness e6pressl! and emphat(all!) Peter@s o$$(e as "ro#)" must last on unt(l He
omes- So e'er! suess('e 3enerat(on o$ the d(s(ples 2(ll ha'e) l(#e the $(rst 3enerat(on) (ts
l('(n3 Peter) (ts ro#) 2h(h 2(ll ena5le (t to tr(umph o'er all the assaults o$ the 3ates o$ hell-

So muh 2e #no2 $rom $a(th (n &esus- And $rom h(stor! 2e #no2 that St- Peter) aord(n3 to
the 2(se des(3ns o$ <od@s Pro'(dene) d(ed a mart!r (n Rome) and that the 5(shops o$ Rome
ha'e al2a!s re3arded themsel'es) so $ar as h(stor(al reord reahes) as possessors o$ h(s
ep(sopal see- No2here throu3hout Chr(stendom has another see 5een esta5l(shed 2h(h has
la(med (n the same sense as Rome to 5e the see o$ Peter- Thou3h the theolo3(al 5as(s o$ the
Roman pr(ma! and the e6at de$(n(t(on o$ (ts mean(n3 ha'e 5een su5;et to some de'elopment)
!et t2o $ats 5elon3 to the sol(d su5stane o$ the an(ent Chr(st(an trad(t(on: $(rst) that there has
ne'er 5een a Peter7 less) non7Roman Cathol( Churh) and that ommun(on 2(th Peter and 2(th
the Roman hurh has 5een re3arded $rom the earl(est t(mes as a $undamental neess(t! o$ the
Cathol( ons(ene4 seondl!) that Rome has 5een ons(ous $rom the most an(ent t(mes) $rom
the da!s o$ Clement and I3nat(us o$ (ts pre7em(nene) and has e6er(sed as "pres(dent (n lo'e"
%I3nat(us,) and "pr(n(pal Churh" %C!pr(an,) an author(tat('e and de(s('e (n$luene on the
de'elopment o$ dotr(ne) morals and 2orsh(p- .hene 2e hold (t as an h(stor(al erta(nt!) a
erta(nt! 2h(h (s ult(matel! $ounded on $a(th (n the rat(onal nature o$ our Lord@s 2or# and on
the on'(t(on that He 3uards H(s Churh) that Peter l('es on (n the 5(shops o$ Rome- .e #no2
no other Peter (n our ommun(t!) and no man #no2s o$ an! other- It (s our 5el(e$ that 2e ha'e (n
the 5(shop o$ Rome the Peter upon 2hom Chr(st at Caesarea Ph(l(pp( esta5l(shed H(s Churh-

In the l(3ht o$ th(s $a(th our Lord@s 2ords to Peter: "Thou art Peter and upon th(s ro# I 2(ll 5u(ld
m! Churh)" 5eome at one prom(se and $ul$(llment- Has not h(stor! tau3ht us) and are 2e not
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see(n3 e'er! da!) that (t 2as) and (s) and 2(ll 5e th(s one ro# 2h(h supports the Churh o$
Chr(st) and 2(th that Churh a l('(n3 $a(th (n the Inarnat(on o$ the Son o$ <od/ There (s a
sared and pro$ound s(3n($(ane (n the $at that S(mon@s appo(ntment to 5e the ro# o$ the
Churh 2as preeded 5! h(s on$ess(on: "Thou art the Chr(st) the Son o$ the L('(n3 <od-" For
$a(th (n Chr(st) the Churh and Peter: these three th(n3s 5elon3 to3ether- .here there (s no Peter)
2here men ha'e 5ro#en $a(th 2(th h(m) there the $ello2sh(p o$ the $a(th per(shes and alon3 2(th
(t 5el(e$ (n &esus Chr(st- .here there (s no ro#) there there (s no Churh) there there (s no
Chr(st-

And 2here Peter (s) there o$ a truth the 3ates o$ hell ra3e a3a(nst the $ello2sh(p o$ the $a(th-
There Mar(on omes) and Ar(us) and the rena(ssane and rat(onal(sm) and the 3ospel o$ 2orldl!
ulture- 0ut st(ll 2e a5(de (n the pper Room) 3athered round our Lord and Master- .here
Peter (s) there (s Chr(st-

For us Cathol(s) $a(th (n the Son o$ <od) lo!alt! to the Churh) ommun(on 2(th Peter: these
th(n3s stand (n an (nt(mate and neessar! onnet(on- And there$ore s(ne 2e des(re not to
a5andon Chr(st) 2e do not a5andon Peter- And there$ore (s (t our 1u(et 5ut on$(dent hope) a
hope set (n our souls 5! our Lord at Caesarea Ph(l(pp() that (t annot 5e other2(se) that (t must

 5e so a3a(n) that all 2ho see# Chr(st shall l(#e2(se a3a(n $(nd Peter- He(ler 2r(tes (n mo'(n3
lan3ua3e o$ the lon3(n3 $or the "an3el( pastor" %pastor an3el(us,) to h(m a 5eaut($ul dream-8G
0ut $or us (t (s no mere 5eaut($ul dream) 5ut a erta(n e6petat(on- The d('(ne l($e) the l($e $ull o$
3rae and truth) has 5een re'ealed and 3('en to us one $or all (n Chr(st- Nor an there 5e an!

 permanent and $ru(t$ul l($e o$ nat(ons and o$ men) 2h(h (s not nour(shed on that or(3(nal d('(ne
l($e- There an 5e no un(t! o$ the .est) no ommun(on o$ souls) 2h(h does not dra2 all (ts
mot('es) !earn(n3s and hopes $rom th(s d('(ne soure- Chr(st (s and rema(ns the heart o$
human(t!) (ts true and onl! nat('e land) 2here(n (t shall $(nd rest $or (ts soul- That (s our $a(th)
thou3h 2estern ('(l(>at(on should ollapseand the prophets o$ (ts do2n$all are alread! 2(th
usor thou3h (t should 5e 5orn a3a(n (n H(m 2ho (s our l($e- And the or3an and (nstrument o$
th(s Chr(st(an l($e 2(ll 5e that Churh 2h(h He 5u(lt upon Peter- For to her alone 2as made the

 prom(se that the 3ates o$ hell should not pre'a(l a3a(nst her- She alone possesses the 3uarantee
o$ permanene) to her alone 5elon3s the $uture- &ust as the Churh 5! the ompat un(t! and
stren3th o$ her Chr(st(an $a(th 3a'e the M(ddle A3es the(r (n2ard un(t! and the(r stren3th o$
soul) and ;ust as (n her se'ere and (ne6ora5le stru33le 2(th pr(m(t('e pa3an (nst(nts and 2(th
the $ores o$ e6tra'a3ant (mper(al(sm) she de$ended the su5l(m(t!) pur(t! and $reedom o$ the
Chr(st(an $a(th and o$ Chr(st(an moral(t!) so she alone (s a5le (n our modern da! to (ntrodue
a3a(n am(d the on$l(t(n3 urrents) the sol'ent $ores and 3ro2(n3 e6haust(on o$ the .est) a
s(n3le lo$t! purpose) a onstrut('e and e$$et('e rel(3(ous po2er) a pos(t('e moral ener3! and a
'(tal(>(n3 enthus(asm- And she alone an reun(te the se'ered threads 2h(h ;o(ned our 2estern
('(l(>at(on to that 3reat and r(h past 2hene (t spran3- .hether 2e loo# $or2ards or

 5a#2ards) 2e real(>e that 2(thout the Churh o$ Peter there 2(ll 5e no (n2ard d!nam( un(t!)
no $urther "h(stor!" $or the .est) 5ut onl! a suess(on o$ e6per(enes 2(thout 3oal or purpose)
the on'uls('e mo'ements o$ a 5od! that has lost (ts soul- .e need the Churh that 2e ma! l('e-

I 3rant that there are man! 2ho do not see the matter so- Nor (s that the(r $ault alone- .hen dar#
louds o$ pre;ud(e and m(sunderstand(n3 o5sure the $a(r (ma3e o$ our Churh) 2e Cathol(s
o$ten must adm(t our 3u(lt: "mea ulpa) mea ma6(ma ulpa-" It (s due (n no small measure to our
(mper$et(ons and $ra(lt(es and s(ns that those dar# louds ar(se and oneal the ountenane o$
the 0r(de o$ Chr(st- .hen <od allo2ed 3reat set(ons o$ the Churh) onta(n(n3 an a5undane
o$ most no5le and 'alua5le elements) to separate $rom us) He pun(shed not them onl!) 5ut also
us Cathol(s oursel'es- And th(s pun(shment) th(s penal perm(ss(on o$ <od) should) l(#e all H(s

 perm(ss(ons) ause us to loo# (nto oursel'es and (mpel us to repentane- It should 5e an
(mperat('e "=o penane-" The Sp(r(t o$ &esus (s (narnate (n the Churh4 2e should all (mpress
that Sp(r(t on oursel'es) and espe(all! the sp(r(t o$ lo'e and 5rotherl(ness)8 o$ lo!alt! and
truth- And then (t annot 5e 5ut that <od) thou3h a$ter lon3 2ander(n3s and d($$(ult (n2ard
r(ses o$ the 2estern soul) 2(ll 3ra(ousl! 3rant that 2e ma! all un(te a3a(n) that our (n2ard
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un(on 2(th &esus ma! 5eome an out2ard $ello2sh(p also) that 2e ma! 5e one $lo# under one
shepherd- Then 2(ll 5e $ul$(lled the sared pra!er 2h(h &esus o$$ered to H(s Father on the e'e
o$ H(s death: "And not $or them onl! do I pra!) 5ut $or them also 2ho throu3h the(r 2ord shall

 5el(e'e (n me- That the! all ma! 5e one) as thou) Father) (n me) and I (n thee4 that the! also ma!
 5e one (n us4 that the 2orld ma! 5el(e'e that thou hast sent me" %&n- 6'(() +) +9,-

Endnotes
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>$ Such is St$ Augustine9s admonition: 2a6ete igitur pacem) fratres$ Si !ultis ad illam trahere ceteros) primi
illam ha6ete) primi illam tenete *Sermo CCC@VII) -.$

Chapter BII: The Commun(on o$ Sa(nts

"ow there are many mem!ers yet one !ody" (' or. xii, 20).

The true strutural or3ans o$ the 0od! o$ Chr(st) as that (s real(>ed (n spae and t(me) are pope
and 5(shops- 0e(n3 5orn o$ that lo'e 2h(h ma#es the 0od! o$ Chr(st one and ma(nta(ns (ts
un(t!) and 5e(n3 author(>ed 5! the spe(al (nst(tut(on o$ our Lord) the! e6er(se amon3 the
mem5ers o$ the 0od! the most (mportant $unt(on $or (ts sta5(l(t!) namel! 3o'ern(n3 author(t!-
0ut the or3an( at('(t! o$ the 0od! (s not on$(ned to th(s adm(n(strat('e at('(t!- The Churh
as the 0od! o$ Chr(st on earth does not ons(st merel! o$ the author(t(es o$ the Churh) o$ the

 pope and the 5(shops- "And ($ the! all 2ere one mem5er) 2here 2ould 5e the 5od!/ 0ut no2
there are man! mem5ers (ndeed) !et one 5od!" %9 Cor- 6(() 9J $$-,- 0! H(m 2ho (s the Head)
namel! Chr(st) (s "the 2hole 5od! ompated and $(tl! ;o(ned to3ether) 5! 2hat e'er! ;o(nt
suppl(eth) and to e'er! part (s 3('en (ts proper ser'(e) and so (s aompl(shed the (nrease o$
the 5od!) unt(l (t (s 5u(lt up (n lo'e" %Eph- (') 9,- There$ore there (s a man($old a5undane o$
$unt(ons (n the one 0od!- In $at the ourse o$ St- Paul@s thou3ht (mpl(es that e'er! $a(th$ul and
lo'(n3 mem5er o$ the 0od! has a spe(al $unt(on to $ul$(ll 2(th(n the 0od!- "For as (n one 5od!
2e ha'e man! mem5ers) 5ut all the mem5ers ha'e not the same o$$(e: so 2e 5e(n3 man! are
one 5od! (n Chr(st) and e'er! one mem5ers one o$ another: ha'(n3 d($$erent 3($ts aord(n3 to
the 3rae that (s 3('en us" %Rom- 6(() 7,- And e'er! one o$ these part(ular $unt(ons has (ts
(mportane $or the 2ell75e(n3 o$ the 0od!- There (s no 3rae that ma! 5e a purel! personal

 possess(on) no 5less(n3 that does not 5elon3 to all- "I$ the $oot should sa!) 0eause I am not the
hand) I am not o$ the 5od!: (s (t there$ore not o$ the 5od!/ And ($ the ear should sa!) 0eause I
am not the e!e) I am not o$ the 5od!: (s (t there$ore not o$ the 5od!/" %9 Cor- 6(() 9D79,- The
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ult(mate mean(n3 o$ e'er! '(tal Chr(st(an $unt(on l(es pre(sel! (n (ts lose relat(on to the
omplete or3an(sm) (n (ts sol(dar(t! 2(th the 2hole-

And so all the mem5ers o$ the 0od! are neessar! to (t) althou3h (n d($$erent 2a!s and d($$erent
de3rees- Some) l(#e pope and 5(shop) 5elon3 to (ts $undamental struture and are a5solutel!
(nd(spensa5le- The! ser'e the outer and (nner un(t!) the $(rm ompatness and 1u(et sta5(l(t!) as
2ell as the l('(n3 $ru(t$ulness o$ the Churh- The other mem5ers) 5orn o$ the supera5undane o$
those po2ers o$ the Hol! Sp(r(t 2h(h '(tal(>e the 0od! o$ Chr(st) ser'e (ts (n2ard at('(t! and
mo'ement- .hen 2e ons(der them all (n the l(3ht o$ the(r ult(mate purpose) 2e annot arran3e
the(r $unt(ons (n an! pre(se order o$ ran# and mer(t- "The head annot sa! to the $eet: I ha'e
no need o$ !ou- Yea) muh more those that seem to 5e the more $ee5le mem5ers o$ the 5od!) are
more neessar!" %9 Cor- 6(() +97++,- And so (t ma! happen that) thou3h $or the e6ternal h(stor!
o$ the 0od! o$ Chr(st the at('(t(es o$ the strutural or3ans) the o$$((al at('(t(es o$ pope or

 5(shop) ma! 5e more man($est to the e!e) !et the ;o!$ul po'ert! o$ a St- Fran(s o$ Ass(s() the
'(3(ls o$ a St- I3nat(us o$ Lo!ola and the har(t! o$ a St- B(nent de Paul ma! la(m 3reater
(mportane $or (ts (nner h(stor!) $or the real(>at(on o$ the $ullness o$ Chr(st-

Let us spea# (n the pa3es 2h(h $ollo2 o$ th(s onstrut('e e$$et('eness o$ the "2ea#er"
mem5ers o$ the 0od! o$ Chr(st- Let us see ho2 and (n 2hat measure the rest o$ the $a(th$ul 
and not onl! 5(shop and pope2or# to3ether $or the 5u(ld(n3 up o$ the 0od! o$ Chr(st4 and (n
2hat de3ree the spe(al 3($ts o$ the (nd('(dual mem5ers 5ene$(t the 2hole or3an(sm-

The #e! to th(s matter (s the dotr(ne o$ the "Commun(on o$ Sa(nts-" 0! th(s dotr(ne the Churh
means a ommun(t! o$ sp(r(t and o$ sp(r(tual 3oods amon3 the sa(nts on earth) that (s amon3 all
those 2ho are (norporated 5! $a(th and lo'e (n the one Head) Chr(st- More than that) she means
also the '(tal ommun(on o$ these $a(th$ul Chr(st(ans 2(th all those souls 2ho ha'e passed out o$
the 2orld (n the lo'e o$ Chr(st) and 2ho e(ther as 5lessed souls en;o! (n 3lor! the B(s(on o$ the(r
<od) or as souls (n the state o$ pur3at(on a2a(t that B(s(on- The dotr(ne em5raes there$ore the
2hole mass o$ the redeemed) 2ho (n the 'ar(ous sta3es o$ de'elopment) as mem5ers o$ the
m(l(tant) su$$er(n3 or tr(umphant Churh) are on;o(ned throu3h the(r one Head) &esus Chr(st) (n
one s(n3le $am(l! and $ello2sh(p) (n one s(n3le sared 0od!-

The Churh M(l(tant %eles(a m(l(tans,-The "sa(nts" o$ Chr(st) H(s "hol! nat(on" %9 Peter (()
J,) $(3ht here on earth) not 2(th loud lamor or 3reat d(spla!) 5ut (n 1u(et and st(llness- The(r
2restl(n3 (s not a3a(nst men) 5ut a3a(nst s(n4 the! see# the pearl o$ 3reat pr(e and the h(dden
treasure- The! are dep(ted (n the Sermon on the Mount) (n the on(se and 3raph( phrases o$
our Lord- The! are the "poor (n sp(r(t)" the l(ttle ones o$ state and Churh and so(et!) the
unappre(ated and desp(sed) 2ho da! 5! da! 3o the(r (nonsp(uous 2a! o$ dut!) and annot
mar'el enou3h that the 3reat and hol! <od should 2(sh to 5e 2(th them also- The! are the
"mee#" 2ho ne'er 3rum5le at l($e and 2ho e'er aept 2(th 3reat ontent 2hate'er <od sends
them- The! are the "mourners" 2ho (n the lonel! n(3ht r! pla(nt('el! to <od: Lord) not m!
2(ll) 5ut Th(ne 5e done) and 2ho at the last an than# the(r <od 2(th 3lad hearts that the! are
allo2ed to su$$er 2(th &esus- The! are those 2ho "hun3er and th(rst a$ter ;ust(e)" those 2ho
re# noth(n3 o$ om$orta5le p(et! and 2ell7$ed '(rtue) 5ut on the ontrar! are p(ered to the soul
2(th the thou3ht o$ the(r un2orth(ness) and put the(r 2hole trust onstantl! (n the redeem(n3

 po2er o$ &esus- The! are the "mer($ul)" $or 2hom the need o$ others (s the(r need) 2hom no
o5stale) no s(n or $oulness an h(nder $rom suor(n3 the(r star'(n3 5rother) and 2hose hands
are losed 5! no (n3rat(tude- The! are the "pure o$ heart)" men o$ a h(ldl(#e s(mpl((t! and
s(n3leness o$ a(m) #(ndhearted) 3u(leless and al2a!s heer$ul) $or 2hom l($e (s all sunsh(ne) a
onstant lo'(n3 r! o$ A55a) Father? The! are the "peae7ma#ers)" men o$ the Hol! Sp(r(t) o$
(n2ard matur(t! and serene e1u(po(se o$ m(nd) $rom 2hom 1u(et and peae $lo2 $orth as $rom a
santuar!) 5e$ore 2hom all d(sord (s ashamed and dum5- And lastl! the! are those 2ho are

 perseuted "$or ;ust(e sa#e)" "$or H(s sa#e)" those apostol( souls and t(reless 2or#ers (n the
'(ne!ard) 2ho prola(m H(s truth 5! speeh and 2r(t(n3) 5! teah(n3 and e6ample) "(n season
and out o$ season" %+ T(m- (') +,- The! see# not the(r o2n ad'anta3e) ne(ther reo3n(t(on $rom
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the 2orld) nor honors $rom the Churh4 the! see# onl! souls- And ommonl! the(r lot (s a5use)
 perseut(on and hatred- For the(r l($e (s a spe(al hallen3e to the 2orld) and dra2s do2n the
sorn and lau3hter o$ (ts 2(se ones-

The Churh Su$$er(n3 %eles(a pat(ens,-The Churh teahes) and her dotr(ne (s a5undantl!
supported 5! the Sr(ptures) that man an produe $ru(t $or the eternal l($e onl! (n th(s 2orld)
and not (n the ne6t 2orld- ".or# 2h(lst (t (s da!) $or the n(3ht ometh 2hen no man an 2or#"
%&n- (6) 4 $- 9 Cor- 6') + $$-, Th(s earth alone (s the $(eld) 2here(n 5oth 3ood seed and o#le
3erm(nate and 3ro2- The ne6t l($e (s the eternal har'est7t(me- In that l($e there (s no
"mer(tor(ous" at('(t!) noth(n3 that an ele'ate a man to a h(3her de3ree o$ 3rae and 5eat(tude-
.hen he stands 5e$ore <od (n the Part(ular &ud3ment he sees h(msel$ 5! the ;ud3ment o$ h(s
o2n ons(ene ass(3ned one and $or all e(ther to the ompan! o$ the damned or to the ran#s o$
the 5lessed- And h(s soul 2(ll 5ear $or e'er those essent(al tra(ts 2h(h (t has a1u(red (n the

 per$ormane o$ (ts earthl! tas#) (n (ts 2restl(n3 2(th <od) that (s (n $ul$(ll(n3 the dut! 2h(h
ons(ene (llum(nated 5! 3rae po(nted out to (t- The Cathol( dotr(ne o$ Pur3ator! has no
a$$(n(t! 2(th that Platon( and Or(3en(st '(e2) o$ Eastern der('at(on) 2here5! the human soul
em5ar#s a$ter death upon a ne2 sta3e o$ (ts de'elopment- On the other hand the Churh teahes
that not e'er! soul) e'en thou3h (t ha'e passed out o$ th(s 2orld (n the state o$ sant($!(n3 3rae)

 parta#es at one o$ eternal 5l(ss and o$ the B(s(on o$ <od- It (s true that sant($!(n3 lo'e 3('es
the soul a r(3ht to the possess(on o$ <od) and (s alread! (n 3erm a part((pat(on (n the d('(ne l($e-
0ut s(ne) aord(n3 to the Cathol( onept(on) ;ust($(at(on does not ons(st (n an e6ternal
(mputat(on o$ the mer(ts o$ Chr(st %see p- 9,) 5ut (n a true re7reat(on o$ the (n2ard man) (n h(s
re75(rth and (n the supernatural emer3ene o$ a ne2 lo'e $or 3oodness and hol(ness) there$ore

 ;ust($(at(on o$ (ts nature demands sant($(at(on and per$et(on) and (s onl! omplete and
$(n(shed (n th(s sant($(at(on- Str(tl! spea#(n3) there$ore) a man (n a state o$ 3rae (s not
alread! a sa(nt %homo santus,) not) that (s) unt(l he has 3('en th(s 3rae $ree sope (n h(s l($e and
under (ts a2a#en(n3 (mpulse o'erome e'er! e'(l tenden!) e'en to h(s most (nt(mate thou3hts
and most su5tle (nl(nat(ons) and ha'(n3 made 3oodness supreme 2(th(n h(m has 5eome the

 per$et and unallo!ed man- Onl! suh a one) 2hose 5e(n3 (s (n (ts e'er! part trans$(3ured 5!
lo'e o$ <od and h(s ne(3h5or) onl! suh a one 2(ll see <od- Are there suh men on th(s earth o$
ours/ ".ho shall 5e a5le to stand 5e$ore the Lord) th(s hol! <od/" %9 K(n3s '() +,- H(stor!
test($(es (ndeed that <od has 5een pleased to re'eal H(s po2er (n 2ea# human 'essels- There
ha'e 5een) and there are sa(nts) 2ho ha'e r(pened e'en (n th(s l($e "unto the measure o$ the a3e
o$ the $ullness o$ Chr(st)" thou3h the! ma! (n out2ard $orm ha'e rema(ned the h(ldren o$ the(r
t(me and ha'e ah(e'ed the(r $(nal per$et(on onl! (n the(r death- 0ut e6per(ene also teahes us
that the 3reat ma;or(t! o$ the p(ous $a(th$ul 2ho lea'e th(s l($e ha'e not atta(ned that su5l(me
(deal o$ 5e(n3 per$et "as !our hea'enl! Father (s per$et" 2h(h our Lord puts 5e$ore us and
2h(h (s pre$(3ured and (mplanted (n us 2(th the 3rae o$ our adopt(on as H(s sons- A 3reat
man! Chr(st(ans) 2hen the! d(e) are un(ted and de'oted to <od) the a5solute <ood) onl! (n the
enter o$ the(r 5e(n3) 5ut rema(n other2(se (mper$et and (mmature- <od@s rule (s not !et
supreme (n e'er! room and orner o$ the(r 5e(n3- The! ha'e 5een su5;et to man! errat(
(mpulses and errors4 the! ha'e $allen at t(mes (nto trans3ress(ons) 2(thout $ull ons(ousness o$
the s(n$ul harater o$ the(r ats or om(ss(ons- Some s(ns there ha'e 5een) 2h(h the! rather
su$$ered than del(5eratel! omm(tted) s(ns 2h(h are to 5e asr(5ed to unrul! nature and not to
the enter o$ the(r personal 5e(n3) s(ns 2h(h theolo3! there$ore alls "'en(al s(ns:" And there (s
no dou5t that (nnumera5le souls lea'e th(s 2orld 2(th a load o$ 'en(al s(n) and (n onse1uene
are un$(t to "2al# the hol! 2a!" %$- Isa(as 666') ,-

It (s 1u(te poss(5le that the e6per(ene o$ death (tsel$ 3('es man! the(r $(nal pur($(at(on- As the
2orld o$ sense and (ts on$us(n3 turmo(l 3ro2 st(ll) as lonel(ness and helplessness press do2n
upon them) as the(r a2e deepens 5e $ore the approah o$ the 3reat real(t! and the(r sense o$ 3u(lt
(s (ntens($(ed 5! the om(n3 &ud3ment) the! r! (n the terrors o$ death 2(th purer (n2ardness
and more pro$ound trust to the mer($ul <od- As a h(ld (n un1u(et sleep reahes out $or the
lo'(n3 hand o$ (ts mother) e'en so do the! 3rope a$ter <od) the L($e o$ the(r l($e- And so there
spr(n3s up 2(th(n them an ardent lo'e $or the(r Father) a lo'e that (s read! to rel(n1u(sh l($e





THE SPIRIT OF CATHOLICISM Karl Adam 52

3ladl!) a per$et lo'e- In suh ardor all s(n d(es) e'er! e'(l (nl(nat(on (s e6t(n3u(shed and e'er!
 penalt!- The soul enters (nto the ;o! o$ (ts Lord-

0ut suh a happ! death (s not the lot o$ all 2ho d(e (n Chr(st) e(ther 5eause the! are alled
a2a! suddenl!) or 5eause the! do not (n the(r deaths ah(e'e suh a depth o$ (n2ardness and
suh a stren3th o$ lo'e- No2) ($ 2e do not suppose that those 2ho d(e thus 2(thout a per$et at
o$ lo'e are pur($(ed $rom the(r $aults and prepared $or the B(s(on o$ <od 2(thout an! at o$ the(rs
and so to spea# (n a purel! ma3(al 2a! 5! a d(ret (nterpos(t(on o$ <od@s mer!$or that
2ould 5e (n on$l(t 2(th <od@s ;ust(e and 2(th H(s st(pulat(on that man should o7operate 2(th
3raeand ($ 2e ma(nta(n on the other hand that suh souls) 5e(n3 un(ted to <od (n the enter
o$ the(r 5e(n3) annot 5e eternall! 5an(shed $rom H(s s(3ht$or that 2ould 5e ontrar! to H(s
mer!then there must 5e a$ter death some poss(5(l(t! o$ a pur($(at(on o$ the soul- Th(s

 pur($(at(on 2as present to the m(nd o$ &udas Maa5eus 2hen he aused "sar($(es and
(nteress(ons" to 5e o$$ered (n &erusalem$or those hero( &e2s 2ho $ell $(3ht(n3 $or the(r $a(th
a3a(nst <or3(as and !et ontrar! to the Mosa( La2 had (dol o$$er(n3s onealed (n the(r
3armentsso that the! m(3ht 5e "loosed $rom the(r s(ns" and parta#e o$ the "resurret(on" %+
Mah- 6(() * $$-,- Th(s poss(5(l(t! (s alluded to also 5! our Lord) 2hen He 2arns us o$ a erta(n
s(n that "shall not 5e $or3('en) ne(ther (n th(s 2orld) nor (n the 2orld to ome" %Mt- 6(() *+,) and
2hen He spea#s o$ a pr(son 2hene no man shall esape "unt(l he has pa(d the last $arth(n3"
%Mt- ') +D,- St- Paul too 2as erta(nl! th(n#(n3 o$ the same th(n3) 2hen he spea#s o$ that teaher
2ho 5u(lds on the one $oundat(on) 2h(h (s Chr(st) noth(n3 5ut 2ood) ha! and stra2) and asserts
that suh a one) althou3h h(s 2or# 5e onsumed (n the $(re o$ the &ud3ment) 2(ll h(msel$ 5e
sa'ed) !et "so as 5! $(re)" that (s) not 2(thout la5or and pa(n %9 Cor- ((() 99 $$-,- There (s no
apparent reason 2h! these 2ords o$ St- Paul should appl! onl! to an unsat(s$ator! Chr(st(an
teaher) and not to all Chr(st(ans- For all suh ma! 5ase the(r l('es upon Chr(st) and !et $rom
moral $ra(lt! ah(e'e onl! an (mper$et 2or#- Tertull(an 2(tnesses) and the e'(dene o$ earl!
sepulhral (nsr(pt(ons (s onstantl! re(n$or(n3 the $at) that the earl! Chr(st(ans) m(nd$ul o$
th(s sal'at(on "so as 5! $(re)" 2ere 2ont to o$$er pra!ers) alms) and part(ularl! the Euhar(st(
Sar($(e) $or the peae %pa6,) the re$reshment %re$r(3er(um,)and the eternal rest %re1u(es, o$ the
dead-

On th(s $oundat(on the Churh (n the Coun(ls o$ L!ons) Florene and Trent) $ormulated the
dotr(ne that there (s a state o$ pur($(at(on %pur3ator(um, a$ter death) and that the souls
ons(3ned thereto ma! 5e helped 5! the pra!ers o$ the $a(th$ul %$- Trent) Sess- +D =e pur3-,-
The proess o$ Pur3ator! (s a ne3at('e one) a pur($(at(on o$ the soul) a remo'al o$ those

 5lem(shes that rema(n (n (t 5eause o$ the (mper$et(on o$ (ts earthl! l($e4 (t (s not a pos(t('e
 proess) an ele'at(on and per$et(n3 o$ the soul- And 5eause death (s the end o$ all reat('e
moral (n(t(at('e and mer(tor(ous at('(t!) th(s remo'al o$ de$ets an 5e e$$eted onl! 5! the 2a!
o$ pass('e pun(shment- It (s not an at('e sat(s$at(on $or s(n %sat(s$at(o,) 5ut a sat(s$ator!
su$$er(n3 %sat(spass(o,- And so the Churh alls the su$$er(n3s o$ Pur3ator! pur($!(n3 and
leans(n3 pun(shments %poenae pur3atonae seu atharter(ae,- The poor soul) ha'(n3 $a(led to
ma#e use o$ the eas(er and happ(er penane o$ th(s 2orld) must no2 endure all the 5(tterness and
all the d(re penalt(es 2h(h are neessar(l! attahed 5! the (n'(ola5le la2 o$ <od@s ;ust(e to
e'en the least s(n) unt(l she has tasted the 2rethedness o$ s(n to (ts dre3s and has lost e'en the
smallest attahment to (t) unt(l all that (s $ra3mentar! (n her has atta(ned ompleteness) (n the

 per$et(on o$ the lo'e o$ Chr(st- It (s a lon3 and pa(n$ul proess) "so as 5! $(re-" Is (t real $(re/
.e annot tell4 (ts true nature 2(ll erta(nl! al2a!s rema(n h(dden $rom us (n th(s 2orld- 0ut 2e
#no2 th(s) that no penalt! presses so hard upon the "poor souls" as the ons(ousness that the!
are 5! the(r o2n $ault lon3 de5arred $rom the 5lessed B(s(on o$ <od- The more the! are
d(sen3a3ed 3raduall! (n the 2hole ompass o$ the(r 5e(n3 $rom the(r narro2 sel'es) and the
more $reel! and ompletel! the(r hearts are opened to <od) so muh the more (s the 5(tterness o$
the(r separat(on sp(r(tual(>ed and trans$(3ured- It (s home7s(#ness $or the(r Father4 and the
$urther the(r pur($(at(on proeeds) the more pa(n$ull! are the(r souls sour3ed 2(th (ts rods o$
$(re-
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Suh (s the harater o$ Pur3ator!- It (s not mere pun(shment and pa(n l(#e Hell) 5ut rather
ur3ent lo'e) 3lad hope and sure e6petat(on- There (s a sared rh!thm o$ pa(n and ;o! (n the
l('es o$ the poor souls) the pa(n o$ s(n) the ;o! o$ the(r 5lessed hope- And 5! that the! are
essent(all! d($$erent $rom those 2ho "ha'e no $urther hope-" "Yet a l(ttle 2h(le and !our hearts
2(ll re;o(e-" A moment 2(ll ome) 2hen $or them Pur3ator! shall 5e no more) 5ut onl! the

 5lessedness o$ Hea'en- A$ter all) Pur3ator! (s onl! a thorou3h$are to the Father) to(lsome (ndeed
and pa(n$ul) 5ut !et a thorou3h$are) (n 2h(h there (s no stand(n3 st(ll and 2h(h (s (llum(nated

 5! 3lad hope- For e'er! step o$ the road 5r(n3s the Father nearer- Pur3ator! (s l(#e the 5e3(nn(n3
o$ spr(n3- .arm ra!s ommene to $all on the hard so(l and here and there a2a#en t(m(d l($e-
E'en so Chr(st our Head sends 3rae upon 3rae) stren3th upon stren3th) om$ort upon om$ort)
(n e'er r(her a5undane (nto H(s su$$er(n3 mem5ers- The 5lessed l(3ht o$ 3lor! spreads) and
em5raes an e'er 2(der e6tent o$ the su$$er(n3 Churh- Countless souls are alread! a2a#en(n3
to the $ull da! o$ eternal l($e and s(n3(n3 the ne2 son3: "Sal'at(on to our <od) 2ho s(tteth upon
the throne) and to the Lam5" %Apo- '(() 9,-

The Churh Tr(umphant %eles a tr(umphans,-Hosts o$ the redeemed are ont(nuall! pass(n3
(nto hea'en) 2hether d(retl!) or med(atel! 5! the road o$ pur($(at(on (n the Su$$er(n3 Churh-
The! pass (nto the presene o$ the Lam5 and o$ H(m 2ho s(ts upon the throne) (n order $ae to
$aeand no lon3er (n mere s(m(l(tude and (ma3eto ontemplate the Tr(n(t!) (n 2hose 5osom
are all poss(5(l(t(es and all real(t(es) the un5orn <od $rom out o$ 2hose eternal 2ellspr(n3 o$ l($e
all 5e(n3s dr(n# e6(stene and stren3th) mot(on and 5eaut!) truth and lo'e- There (s none there
2ho has not 5een 5rou3ht home 5! <od@s mer! alone- All are redeemed) $rom the h(3hest
seraph to the ne27 5orn h(ld ;ust sealed 5! the 3rae o$ 5apt(sm as (t le$t the 2orld- =el('ered
$rom all sel$(sh l(m(tat(ons and ra(sed a5o'e all earthl! an6(et(es) the! l('e) 2(th(n that sphere o$
lo'e 2h(h the(r l($e on earth has traed out $or them) the 3reat l($e o$ <od- It (s true l($e) no (dle
sta3nat(on) 5ut a ont(nual at('(t! o$ sense and m(nd and 2(ll- It (s true that the! an mer(t no
lon3er) nor 5ear $ru(t no2 $or the K(n3dom o$ Hea'en- For the K(n3dom o$ Hea'en (s
esta5l(shed and 3rae has $(n(shed (ts 2or#- 0ut the l($e o$ 3lor! (s r(her $ar than the l($e o$
3rae- The (n$(n(te spaes o$ the 0e(n3 o$ <od) (n all Its 2(dth and depth) pro'(de a soure (n
2h(h the soul see#s and $(nds the sat(s$at(on o$ (ts most (nt(mate !earn(n3s- Ne2 poss(5(l(t(es
ont(nuall! re'eal themsel'es) ne2 '(stas o$ truth) ne2 spr(n3s o$ ;o!- 0e(n3 (norporated (n the
most sared Human(t! o$ &esus) the soul (s ;o(ned (n most m!ster(ous (nt(ma! to the <odhead
Itsel$- It hears the heart5eats o$ <od and $eels the deep l($e that pulsates 2(th(n the =('(n(t!- The
soul (s set and l('es at the enter o$ all 5e(n3) 2hene the soures o$ all l($e $lo2) 2here the
mean(n3 o$ all e6(stene sh(nes $orth (n the Tr(une <od) 2here all po2er and all 5eaut!) all

 peae and all 5lessedness) are 5eome pure atual(t! and purest present) are made an eternal
no2-

Th(s l($e o$ the sa(nts) (n (ts supera5undant and (ne6haust(5le $ru(t$ulness) (s at the same t(me a
l($e o$ the r(h est 'ar(et! and $ullness- The one Sp(r(t o$ &esus) the(r Head and Med(ator) (s
man($ested (n H(s sa(nts (n all the r(h 'ar(et! o$ the(r (nd('(dual l('es) and aord(n3 to the
'ar(ous measure (n 2h(h e'er! s(n3le soul) 2(th (ts o2n spe(al 3($ts and (ts o2n spe(al all)
has ree('ed and emplo!ed the 3rae o$ <od- The one onept(on o$ the sa(ntl! man) o$ the
ser'ant o$ Chr(st) (s em5od(ed (n an (n$(n(te 'ar(et! o$ $orms- The L(tan! o$ the Sa(nts ta#es us
rap(dl! throu3h th(s "elest(al h(erarh!-" 0e3(nn(n3 at the throne o$ the most hol! Tr(n(t! and

 pass(n3 thene to Mar!) the Mother o$ <od) and then throu3h the hosts o$ the an3el( ho(rs to
the sol(tar! penane o$ the 3reat Preursor) St- &ohn the 0apt(st) (t leads us to St- &oseph) the
$oster7$ather o$ the Lord) the man o$ 1u(et dut($ulness and s(mpl((t! o$ soul- Ne6t to them to2er
the $(3ures o$ the Patr(arhs and Prophets) pr(m(t('e and somet(mes stran3e $(3ures) 5ut men o$
stron3 $a(th) o$ sared onstan!) o$ ardent des(re- Sharpl! ontrasted 2(th them are the
2(tnesses o$ the $ul$(llment) the apostles and d(s(ples o$ the Lord: Peter) Paul) Andre2) &ames
and the rest- And 2h(le e'er! name denotes a spe(al 3($t) a spe(al harater) a spe(al l($e) !et
all are un(ted (n one onl! lo'e and (n one 3ospel o$ ;o! and 3ladness- And around and a5out
these outstand(n3 $(3ures 2hat a har'est and r(h rop o$ (n$(n(te olor and (n (n$(n(tel! d('ese
$(elds? All hol! mart!rsAll hol! 5(shops and on$essorsAll hol! dotorsAll hol! pr(ests
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and le'(tesAll hol! mon#s and herm(tsAll hol! '(r3(ns and 2(do2sAll sa(nts o$ <od- It
(s that "3reat mult(tude 2h(h no man an num5er) o$ all nat(ons) and tr(5es) and peoples) and
ton3ues: stand(n3 5e$ore the throne and (n s(3ht o$ the Lam5) lothed 2(th 2h(te ro5es) and

 palms (n the(r hands" %Apo-'(() J,-

0ut ho2e'er 2ondrousl! 3lor(ous all these hol! $(3ures are) eah (n h(s o2n 2a!) !et all are
outshone 5! one) 5! the ueen o$ all an3els and sa(nts) Mar!) the Mother o$ <od- L(#e e'er!
reature (n hea'en and on earth) she too 2as alled (nto e6(stene out o$ noth(n3ness- An (n$(n(te
d(stane separates her $rom the In$(n(te) $rom Father) Son and Hol! <host- And she has no
3rae) no '(rtue) no pr('(le3e) 2h(h she does not o2e to the d('(ne Med(ator- 0oth (n her
natural and (n her supernatural 5e(n3) she (s 2holl! the 3($t o$ <od) "$ull o$ 3rae"
%#ehar(tomene L#- () +,- There (s noth(n3) there$ore) so m(s3u(ded and so preposterous as to
der! the Mother o$ <od as some "mother 3oddess)" and to tal# o$ Cathol((sm ha'(n3 a

 pol!the(st( harater- There (s 5ut one <od) the Tr(une <od) and e'er! reated th(n3 l('es (n
a2e o$ H(s m!ster!- 0ut th(s one <od (s a <od o$ l($e and o$ lo'e- So 3reat) so supera5undant (s
th(s lo'e) that (t not onl! ra(ses man to (ts o2n (ma3e and l(#eness 5! the natural 3($ts o$ reason
and 2(ll) 5ut also) 5! the pre(ous 3($t o$ sant($!(n3 3rae) summons h(m $rom h(s state o$
(solat(on to an unparalleled part((pat(on (n the =('(ne Nature and (n Its 5less(n3s) to a sort o$
at('e o7operat(on (n the 2or# o$ <od) to e$$et('e (n(t(at('e (n the esta5l(shment o$ the
K(n3dom o$ <od- It (s the pro$oundest mean(n3 and the ama>(n3 3eneros(t! o$ the redempt(on)
that (t ra(ses the rat(onal reature $rom the (n$(n(te remoteness o$ (ts (mpotene and $rom the
a5!smal ru(n o$ (ts s(ns (nto the =('(ne L($e) and there5! ma#es (t apt2h(le preser'(n3 (ts
reaturel! l(m(tat(onsto o7operate (n the 2or# o$ redempt(on- The Sr(ptures tell us that the
an3els (n the(r measure shared (n the 2or# o$ reat(on) and that the! 3a'e the La2 to Moses
%<al- ((() 9J4 He5r- (() +,) thus o7 operat(n3 e$$et('el! (n the esta5l(shment o$ the Old Co'enant-
The ne2 reat(on also and the Ne2 Co'enant are not per$eted 2(thout the ooperat(on o$
seondar! auses %ausae seundae,) the 5lessed an3els and men- So the 2hole o$ redeemed
human(t! enters (n (ts measure (nto the (rle o$ the =('(ne L($e- To that e6tent (t (s not onl! the
o5;et o$ the d('(ne 2or# o$ sal'at(on) 5ut also su5;et and a3ent (n that 2or#) althou3h the
reature) o$ ourse) rema(ns al2a!s a reature and an o7operate (n the 2or# o$ sal'at(on onl!
throu3h <od@s po2er- Yet) loo#(n3 at the matter as a 2hole) the true K(n3dom) 2hene omes all

 5less(n3) (s not <od alone) not the d('(ne "One" %hen, alone) 5ut the "One and all" %hen #a( pan,
or rather the total(t! o$ all the mem5ers 2hom Chr(st) the(r Head) (ntrodues (nto the =('(ne
L($e o$ <od) 2ho (s $ru(t$ul (n H(s sa(nts-

Here a3a(n 2e o5ser'e the essent(al d($$erene 5et2een Cathol((sm and Protestant(sm- The
spe(al harater(st( o$ Protestant(sm (s (solat(on) a5rupt separat(on and sh(sm) not onl! (n the
sphere o$ Churh 3o'ernment) 5ut (n that o$ rel(3(on 3enerall!- Protestant(sm separates reason
$rom $a(th) ;ust($(at(on $rom sant($(at(on) rel(3(on $rom moral(t!) nature $rom supernature) and
so (t (ntrodues a lea'a3e (nto the doma(n o$ <od@s lo'(n3 and 3ra(ous at('(t!- .hen Luther
narro2ed the sr(ptural (dea o$ <od@s all7e$$((en! (nto the dotr(ne o$ H(s sole e$$((en!) he
ut the nat('e stren3th o$ the reature loose $rom (ts moor(n3s (n <od) and del('ered (t o'er to
total un$ru(t$ulness- Aord(n3 to Luther@s '(e2) the stream o$ <od@s mer! $lo2s onl! o'er the

 ;ust($(ed) and there (s no reat('e rad(ane o$ H(s lo'e 2(th(n the soul) no 5urst(n3 $orth and
onurrent $lo2 o$ the soul@s po2ers under the touh and st(mulus o$ H(s lo'e) no on$luene o$
th(s ne2 2ealth 2(th <od@s a5undane) no l('(n3 o$ Chr(st (n H(s mem5ers- <od alone (s the
a3ent and at('e $ore) <od the supreme and (n$(n(te Sp(r(t) and not the <od 2ho has ta#en our
human nature) and 2ho throu3h that nature 2or#s and su$$ers) redeems and sant($(es) as thou3h
throu3h H(s mem5ers- Ho2 d($$erent the 5el(e$ o$ Cathol((sm? The Cathol( annot th(n# o$ the
3ood <od 2(thout th(n#(n3 at the same t(me o$ the .ord made Flesh) and o$ all H(s mem5ers
2ho are un(ted to H(m 5! $a(th and lo'e (n a real un(t!- The <od o$ Cathol((sm (s the
transendent) a5solute <od) 2ho 5eame Man $or us (n H(s Son) and there$ore no sol(tar! <od)

 5ut the <od o$ an3els and sa(nts) the <od o$ $ru(t$ulness and a5undane) the <od 2ho 2(th a
'er(ta5le d('(ne $oll! 5! the (nomprehens(5le deree o$ H(s most $ree .(ll ta#es up (nto
H(msel$ the 2hole reat(on that ulm(nates (n human nature) and (n a ne2) unheard o$
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supernatural manner) "l('es (n (t)" "mo'es" (n (t) and (n (t "(s" %$- Ats B(() +,- That (s the
 5as(s upon 2h(h the Cathol( 'enerat(on o$ the sa(nts and o$ Mar! must 5e ;ud3ed- To the
Cathol( the sa(nts are not mere e6alted patterns o$ 5eha'(or) 5ut l('(n3 mem5ers) and e'en
onstrut('e po2ers o$ the 0od! o$ Chr(st- The! possess there$ore) not merel! a moral) 5ut also
a rel(3(ous s(3n($(ane- L(#e the apostles and prophets) upon 2hom the! are $ounded %Eph- (()
+,) the! are essent(all! and $or e'er the $ello27 2or#ers o$ Chr(st %+ Cor- '() 9,) H(s ser'ants
%Mt- 6) +, and marr(a3e 3uests %Mt- (6) 9D,) H(s $r(ends %&n- 6') 9, and H(s 3lor! %+ Cor- '((()
+*,- The! ha'e all an a5(d(n3 (n2ard relat(on) a real and '(tal onnet(on 2(th the 2hole Chr(st
%totus Chr(stus,) and the(r (mportane $or the 2el$are o$ the 2hole 0od! depends upon the
spe(al $unt(on 2h(h the! ha'e to $ul$(ll 2(th(n (ts or3an(sm-

That 2h(h (s 'al(d o$ the sa(nts (n 3eneral) holds (n the h(3hest measure o$ the ueen o$ all
sa(nts) Mar! the Mother o$ <od- The m!ster! o$ Mar!@s d('(ne Motherhood does not merel!
ompr(se the 5are $at that the .ord too# $lesh and 5lood) our human nature) (n her 2om5- The
Cathol( (s not ontent merel! to repeat 2(th 3ladness the 2ords o$ the (nsp(red 2oman (n the
<ospel: "0lessed (s the 2om5 that 5ore thee) and the paps that 3a'e thee su#-" He l(stens 2(th
a $ar deeper attent(on to our Lord@s ans2er: "0lessed are the! that hear the 2ord o$ <od and
#eep (t" %L#- 6() +,- Mar!@s (mportane (n the 2or# o$ sal'at(on does not l(e h(e$l! (n the

 purel! 5od(l! sphere) 5ut (n the sphere o$ moral(t! and rel(3(on- It ons(sts (n th(s that Mar!) so
$ar as la! (n her) 3a'e the 5est o$ hersel$) e'en her 2hole 5e(n3) to the ser'(e o$ <od) and that)
ho2e'er (n$(n(tel! small all human do(n3 and su$$er(n3 are (n ompar(son 2(th the =('(ne
Per$et(on) she surrendered th(s (n$(n(tel! small 2(thout l(m(tat(on or st(nt to the '(s(tat(on o$
=('(ne <rae) and so prepared hersel$ to 5e the su5l(me (nstrument o$ the d('(ne redempt(on-
.e #no2 o$ mart!rs-" 0ut her $a(th 2as as stron3 as her hum(l(t!- She @#ept all these 2ords)"
2h(h 2ere spo#en o$ her Son ponder(n3 them (n her heart" %L#- (() 9J) D9,- And so she 5eame
the pre(ous and pure soure o$ the h(stor! o$ H(s (n$an!) the $a(th$ul e'an3el(st: "ueen o$
E'an3el(sts-" It 2as h(s mother@s $a(th that produed the m(rale o$ Cana) the $(rst man($estat(on
o$ our Lord@s 3lor! amon3 men %&n (() l,- And Mar! 2as a 5lessed 2(tness also o$ H(s last
re'elat(on o$ H(s 3lor!) (n the $(er! ton3ues o$ Penteost %Ats (() *,- No apostle learnt the
m!ster! o$ &esus so $ull! and so pro$oundl!) or preser'ed h(s e6per(ene so $a(th$ull!) as d(d the
ueen o$ Apostles-" It (s th(s rad(ant (ma3e o$ Mar!) as portra!ed 5! St- Lu#e and St- &ohn)
2h(h our Lord had (n m(nd 2hen He d(reted the 2oman (n the <ospel $rom the 5od(l!
motherhood o$ Mar! to her sp(r(tual su5l(m(t!: "0lessed are the! 2ho hear the 2ord o$ <od and
#eep (t-" %L#- 6( +,- Th(s 3('es the sene (ts (llum(nat(n3 harater and (ts (mportane (n the
h(stor! o$ our sal'at(on- 0ut all the su5l(m(t! o$ Mar!@s moral personal(t!) all the depth o$ her
'(r3(nal de'ot(on) and all the stren3th o$ her $a(th ulm(nate (n the 2ord 2h(h she spo#e to the
an3el: "0ehold the handma(d o$ the Lord) 5e (t done unto me aord(n3 to th! 2ord-" These
2ere no ommon) e'er!da! 2ords4 no 2ords suh as $all $rom men (n the han3(n3
(rumstane and asual ourse o$ l($e- The! 2ere 2ords out o$ the depths and reesses o$ a soul
that 2as pure and no5le 5e!ond all earthl! measure) 2ords that 2ere her 5e(n3) her e6press(on)
her ah(e'ement- 0! them o$ a truth she onserated her 5od! to a "reasona5le ser'(e" %$
Rom- 6(() 9 $$-,) and that (s the soure o$ her 5lessedness The "0lessed" 2(th 2h(h our Lord
orrets that 2oman@s pra(se) r(n3s then l(#e a ons(ous re$erene to the an3el@s "0lessed" (n the
same <ospel- "0lessed art thou that hast 5el(e'ed that those th(n3s shall 5e aompl(shed that
2ere spo#en to thee 5! the Lord" %() D,- The 3ladness o$ redeemed human(t! resounds (n those
2ords o$ St- El(>a5eth-

The! are the $(rst ;u5(lee o$ the <ospel- And the! are true o$ Mar! 5e!ond all others) $or she 5!
her "0e (t done unto me" preeded all others alon3 the 2a! o$ redempt(on) !es e'en helped to

 prepare that 2a!- .(thout her onsent there had 5een no redempt(on) and there$ore (s she $or us
all the "<ate o$ hea'en-"

And so the 2onder$ul $at that <od (s not alone (n the 2or# o$ redempt(on) 5ut that reatures
too) (n the(r measure) trul! share (n that 2or#) (s (llustrated no2here more learl! than (n Mar!-
It (s true that the $at that Mar! had suh pr('(le3e 2as due to <rae alone) that she 2as alled
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$rom etern(t! to 5e the Mother o$ <od and 2as $rom the 5e3(nn(n3 (mmersed (n Chr(st@s
redeem(n3 3rae) so that she 2as one('ed Immaulate) 2(thout sta(n o$ or(3(nal s(n- It 2as
3rae too) and 3rae alone) 2h(h 3a'e her heart (ts ardent and omplete de'ot(on to the Sa'(or
and (ts ma(den resolut(on) so that she "#ne2 no man" %L#- () *, and as "B(r3(n o$ '(r3(ns" 2as
that losed door "throu3h 2h(h no man shall pass) 5eause the Lord the <od o$ Israel hath
entered (n 5! (t" %$- E>eh- 6l(') +,- Yet the 3rae o$ <od does not o$$er '(olene) 5ut 2ould 5e
$reel! aepted- And there$ore) ho2e'er (n$(n(tel! small Mar! s o2n at('(t! ma! appear (n
ompar(son 2(th the at('(t! o$ <od) there rema(ns a human strand (n the d('(ne ro5e o$ our
sal'at(on) the "0e (t done unto me" o$ Mar!- And the Cathol( e6alts Mar! a5o'e all an3els and
sa(nts %h!perdul(a,) 5eause (t has pleased <od to 3('e her de(s('e 2ords th(s e$$et('e pos(t(on
(n the 2or# o$ redempt(on- The Fathers $rom the t(me o$ St- &ust(n Mart!r ont(nuall! ur3e th(s
(mportane o$ Mar! (n the h(stor! o$ sal'at(on) and ontrast (t 2(th the s(n o$ the $(rst 2oman-
&ust as E'e@s onsent to the serpent@s temptat(on 5rou3ht s(n and ru(n) so d(d Mar!@s onsent to
the an3el@s messa3e (ntrodue redempt(on- So Mar! possesses not onl! a personal relat(on to the
Son o$ <od and her personal sal'at(on) 5ut also a relat(on to the "man!" 2ho are redeemed 5!
her Son- She (s mother not o$ the Redeemer alone) 5ut also o$ the redeemed4 and so she (s the
mother o$ the $a(th$ul- The Cathol( a#no2led3es (n hea'en not onl! a Father) 5ut also a
mother- Thou3h 5! her human nature she (s (n$(n(tel! d(stant $rom the Father) !et her spe(al
3raes ha'e ra(sed her to a 2onder$ul nearness to <od) and as mother o$ the Redeemer she
re$lets <od@s 3oodness and 5ount! 2(th an (n2ardness and a truth that are poss(5le to no other
reature- .hen the Cathol( spea#s o$ h(s Hea'enl! Mother) h(s heart (s $ull 2(th all the stren3th
o$ $eel(n3 that (s onta(ned (n that 2ord- Mar! (s as (t 2ere a 3ra(ous re'elat(on o$ erta(n
(ne$$a5le and ult(mate tra(ts (n the nature o$ <od) 2h(h are too $(ne and too del(ate to 5e
3rasped other2(se than as re$leted (n the m(rror o$ a mother- A'e Mar(a?

Chapter BIII: The Commun(on o$ Sa(nts

If one mem!er suffer anythin&, all the mem!ers suffer with it- or if one mem!er
 &lory, all the mem!ers reoice with it (' or. xii, 2/).

The 2a! o$ the sa(nts leads $rom earth throu3h the plae o$ pur($(at(on to hea'en- It (s no lonel!
2a!- .e tra'el (t (n the $ello2sh(p o$ the 5od! o$ Chr(st) 3ro2(n3 and 5lossom(n3 (n the $ullness
o$ Chr(st) 3('(n3 and ta#(n3 one $rom another "aord(n3 to the 3rae that (s 3('en to eah
mem5er-" .e ha'e alread! po(nted out that the sa(nts (n hea'en and on earth 2(n the(r pos(t('e
and proport(onate (mportane (n the or3an(sm o$ the 0od! o$ Chr(st 5! th(s re(proal 3('e and
ta#e- .hen the Churh spea#s o$ the Commun(on o$ Sa(nts she (s th(n#(n3 pr(mar(l! o$ th(s
(nterat(on) o$ th(s on$luene o$ the po2ers o$ &esus that 2or# (n H(s sa(nts) o$ th(s supernatural
(nterhan3e o$ 3raes) o$ th(s sol(dar(t! o$ l($e and mo'ement- For (t (s (mportant to note that the
Commun(on o$ Sa(nts does not s(mpl! mean that e'er! mem5er o$ the 0od! e6er(ses (ts o2n
spe(al $unt(on $a(th$ull! $or the 3ood o$ the 2hole) and that e'er! sa(nt prat(es th(s
ommun(on s(mpl! 5! $ul$(ll(n3 h(s personal tas#- St- Paul sa!s: "I$ one mem5er su$$er
an!th(n3) all the mem5ers su$$er 2(th (t- I$ one mem5er 3lor!) all the mem5ers re;o(e 2(th (t"
%9 Cor- 6(() +,- All the sa(nts are 5ound to3ether) o'er and a5o'e the(r personal $unt(ons) 5! a
lose ommun(t! o$ l($e and sent(ment) 5! a $ello2sh(p and s!mpath! (n sorro2 and ;o!- 0e(n3
mem5ers o$ Chr(st) the(r souls do not stand 5e$ore <od as (solated un(ts- Ho2e'er (nd('(dual
ma! 5e the harater o$ the(r sant(t!) !et (t (s st(ll the l($e o$ a mem5er o$ Chr(st and as suh

 5elon3s to all- Conse1uentl!) althou3h the dotr(ne o$ the Commun(on o$ Sa(nts 2as not
(nserted (n the Apostles@ Creed unt(l a5out the m(ddle o$ the $($th entur!) !et (t (s su5stant(all!
onta(ned (n St- Paul@s teah(n3- In e$$et the dotr(ne represents the prat(e o$ the earl! Churh
(n (ts pra!er) and does no more than set $orth the $ull mean(n3 o$ the Chr(st(an $ello2sh(p- .e
shall (n the $ollo2(n3 pa3es ons(der the 'ar(ous aspet o$ th(s lose $ello2sh(p) and (n so do(n3
2e shall real(>e ane2 ho2 2orld72(de and e'en <od72(de (s the Cathol( outloo#) and ho2 (t
omprehends 5oth <od and man (n one m(3ht! (rle o$ l($e) so that <od ma! 5e "all (n all"4 and
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!et) on the other hand) stands s(lent (n lo2l(est re'erene 5e$ore the ma;est! o$ <od and
an6(ousl! o5ser'es the l(m(ts (mposed upon e'er! reature 5! the nature o$ (ts 5e(n3-

The Commun(on o$ Sa(nts ompr(ses) and (s made $ru(t$ul 5!) three 3reat '(tal mo'ements- A
stream o$ ardent lo'e $lo2s $rom the Churh Tr(umphant to the mem5ers o$ Chr(st on earth) and
thene returns (n ountless rush(n3 5roo#s to the 5lessed (n hea'en- A s(m(lar tra$$( o$ lo'e
ta#es plae 5et2een the mem5ers o$ the Churh Su$$er(n3 and the Churh M(l(tant- And th(rdl!
that same ommun(on operates 5et2een the se'eral mem5ers o$ the Churh M(l(tant) produ(n3
those $ru(t$ul enters o$ l($e 2here5! the earthl! $ello2sh(p (s ont(nuall! rene2ed-

The Churh Tr(umphant and the Churh M(l(tant-The relat(ons o$ these t2o ons(st (n the
'enerat(on o$ an3els and sa(nts on the one hand) and on the other (n the(r (nteress(on $or us and
the appl(at(on to us o$ the mer(ts o$ the sa(nts- It (s a $undamental pr(n(ple o$ the Churh@s
teah(n3 that adorat(on 5elon3s to <od alone- From the aount o$ St- Pol!arp@s mart!rdom
%6'(() *,) 2h(h (s our earl(est e'(dene $or the 'enerat(on o$ the mart!rs) throu3h St- Au3ust(ne
and St- &erome) 5oth elo1uent ad'oates o$ the 'enerat(on o$ the sa(nts) do2n to St- Thomas
A1u(nas) 2ho has de$(ned 2(th une1ualed lu(d(t! the nature o$ th(s Cathol( prat(e) the
theolo3! o$ the Churh (s pla(n) and emphat(all! (ns(sts that the 'enerat(on 2h(h 2e 3('e to
an3els and sa(nts (s essent(all! %spe($(e, d($$erent $rom the 2orsh(p 2h(h 2e o$$er to <od-
The d($$erene (s (n $at the 2hole d($$erene 5et2een the reature and the Creator- To <od
alone 5elon3s the omplete ser'(e o$ the 2hole man) the 2orsh(p o$ adorat(on) that 2orsh(p
and pra!er 2h(h are (nsp(red 5! a2e 5e$ore the m!ster! o$ <od %ultus latr(ae,- To <od alone
do 2e r!) "Lord) ha'e mer! on us?" s(ne <od alone (s the All7 per$et) the In$(n(te) the Lord-
0ut so per'as('e and so reat('e (s <od@s 3lor! that (t does not sh(ne onl! (n the $ae o$ H(s
Onl!75e3otten Son) 5ut (s re$leted also (n all those 2ho (n H(m ha'e 5eome h(ldren o$ <od)
and there$ore (llum(nates 2(th un$ad(n3 rad(ane the ountenanes o$ the 5lessed- So 2e lo'e
them as ountless de2drops (n 2h(h the sun@s rad(ane (s m(rrored- .e 'enerate them 5eause
2e $(nd <od (n them- "The(r name l('eth unto 3enerat(on and 3enerat(on- Let the people she2
$orth the(r 2(sdom and the hurh delare the(r pra(se-" %Elus- 6l(') 979D,- And 5eause <od
(s (n them) there$ore are 2e on$(dent that the! an and 2(ll help us4 $or 2here <od (s) there (s
our help- The! do not help us throu3h an! stren3th o$ the(r o2n) 5ut throu3h the stren3th o$
<od) and the! help us onl! so $ar as reatures ma!- The! annot themsel'es sant($! us- For
sant($(at(on) the ne2 l($e (n <od) (s to 5e o5ta(ned onl! $rom H(m 2ho (s H(msel$ the d('(ne
l($e) that (s $rom our d('(ne Redeemer- St- Au3ust(ne tells us that the po2er o$ a2a#en(n3 souls
to th(s l($e 5elon3s to <od alone89 So the Cathol( #no2s that he 5elon3s to <od alone) (s
related onl! to H(m and l('es onl! (n H(m) and that not onl! (n the su5stane o$ h(s natural

 5e(n3) 5ut also (n h(s supernatural l($e- In ompar(son 2(th our (nt(mate and '(tal on;unt(on
2(th <od) and 2(th that mar'elous ontat 2(th the In$(n(te 0e(n3) 2here d($$erene (s annulled
and 2here the =('(ne L($e penetrates our souls and ont(nuall! per'ades them ane2) the at('(t!
o$ e'en an3els and sa(nts pales (nto (ns(3n($(ane- For (t (s <od and <od onl! 2ho redeems us
and 3('es us l($e- Yet an3els and sa(nts ha'e the po2er to aompan! the 3reat 2or# o$ our
redempt(on 2(th the(r $oster(n3 lo'e and 5! the(r "(nteress(on" %(nteress(one, to ele'ate our

 pra!ers $or help (nto the 3reat sol(tar! pra!er o$ the 2hole 0od! o$ Chr(st- It (s true that <od
#no2s our neess(t(es) and needs no sa(nts to tell H(m- And (t (s true also that H(s Onl!75e3otten
Son 5! H(s sar($(e on the Cross mer(ted H(s 3rae and mer! $or us one and $or all) so that
the! are e'er near us- Yet) $or the 'er! reason that &esus Chr(st) the <od7man) (s the Med(ator o$
our redempt(on) the sa(nts also ha'e a share (n (t- For the! are mem5ers o$ our Redeemer- He (s
not 2(thout them) and the! are not 2(thout H(m- No help omes to us) 5ut that the mem5ers o$
Chr(st (n the(r manner o7operate 2(th the(r Head- .e sa! "(n the(r manner)" that (s) other2(se
than the Head- Th(s (s the $ul$(llment o$ the la2 o$ lo'e) the 3reat strutural la2 o$ the K(n3dom
o$ <od- <od redeems men (n suh a 2a! that e'er! lo'e7$ore (n the 0od! o$ Chr(st has (ts

 proper share (n the 2or#- The 0od! o$ Chr(st o$ (ts 'er! nature (mpl(es ommun(on and o7
operat(on) and so the d('(ne 5less(n3 ne'er 2or#s 2(thout the mem5ers) 5ut onl! (n and throu3h
the(r un(t!- <od an help us 2(thout the sa(nts4 5ut He 2(ll not help us 2(thout the(r o7
operat(on) $or (t (s H(s nature and 2(ll to 5e ommun(at('e lo'e-
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There$ore) althou3h the 'enerat(on o$ the sa(nts has under3one some de'elopment (n the ourse
o$ the Churh@s h(stor!(n so $ar as the pr(m(t('e 'enerat(on o$ apostles) prophets and mart!rs
e6panded a5out the m(ddle o$ the th(rd entur! to (nlude all the sa(nts) and then (n the $ourth
entur!) not un(n$luened 5! that 'enerat(on o$ our Lad! 2h(h 2as promoted 5! the Nestor(an
on$l(ts) 2as deepened (nto $a(th (n the(r (nteress(on!et suh 'enerat(on 2as $rom the

 5e3(nn(n3 3erm(nall! onta(ned (n the nature o$ the Churh as the 0od! o$ Chr(st) (n the
Chr(st(an on'(t(on o$ the $ello2sh(p and sol(dar(t! o$ H(s mem5ers) and ult(matel! (n the
omprehens('e 'al(d(t! o$ the Chr(st(an ommandment o$ lo'e- It (s no pa3an 3ro2th) 5ut
(nd(3enous to Chr(st(an(t!-8+ It has th(s muh (n ommon 2(th pa3an hero72orsh(p) that (t
'enerates the h(stor(al ah(e'ement o$ the sa(ntl! $(3ure and re'erenes the man($estat(on o$ the
d('(ne (n human $orm- 0ut that (s an (mpulse 2h(h (s not spe($(all! pa3an) 5ut 5elon3s to our
ommon human(t! and (s there$ore o$ un('ersal 'al(d(t!- 0ut the spe(al harater(st( o$

 pa3an(sm 2as to o5l(terate the 5oundar(es 5et2een the d('(ne and human and to ult('ate
 pol!the(sm- In that respet the (n$luene o$ pa3an(sm upon the de'elopment o$ the 'enerat(on o$
the sa(nts 2as rather to (mpede than to promote) $or (t 2as the $ear o$ pol!the(st( (nst(nts
2h(h pre'ented the earl(er 5lossom(n3 o$ th(s 'enerat(on- It 2as not unt(l the Chr(st(an
onept(on o$ <od and the 2orsh(p o$ our Lord 2ere deepl! and $(rml! rooted (n the
ons(ousness o$ the masses) that the 3round 2as read! $or the spe($(all! Chr(st(an $orm o$
hero72orsh(p-

The (nter'ent(on o$ the sa(nts (s e$$eted espe(all! (n the(r (nteress(on 2(th <od) that (s) (n the
spe(al lo'e 2(th 2h(h) as the! see us (n <od) the! $ollo2 up our $ortunes and reommend
them to H(m- L(#e On(as) the H(3h Pr(est) and the Prophet &erem(as) 2ho "as $r(ends o$ the

 5rethren on earth pra! muh $or the people and $or the hol! (t!" %$- + Mah- 6') 9,) so does
the 3reat ompan! o$ the sa(nts suppl(ate $or the stru33l(n3 mem5ers o$ Chr(st on the earth-
The(r (nteressor! pra!er man($ests the(r ardent lon3(n3 that the name o$ <od should 5e
sant($(ed and H(s 2(ll aompl(shed on earth as 2ell as (n Hea'en- And so (t (s noth(n3 5ut
l('(n3 and at('e lo'e) and a true e6press(on o$ the(r 5lessed l($e- The Churh (s not dea$ to the

 pulsat(on o$ th(s l($e) and there$ore ont(nuall! ommends hersel$ ane2 to the(r (nteress(on- She
annot th(n# o$ her Head) 2(thout also nam(n3 H(s hol! mem5ers- Her 2hole l(tur3! (s a 3o(n3
"to Mount S(on and to the (t! o$ the l('(n3 <od) the hea'enl! &erusalem) and to the ompan! o$
man! thousands o$ an3els) and to the hurh o$ the $(rst75orn) 2ho are 2r(tten (n the hea'ens)
and to <od the ;ud3e o$ all) and to the sp(r(ts o$ the ;ust made per$et) and to &esus the med(ator
o$ the ne2 testament) and to the spr(n#l(n3 o$ 5lood 2h(h spea#eth 5etter than that o$ A5el"
%He5r- 6(() ++7+,- A5o'e all she turns to Mar!) (n trust$ul pra!er- The Cathol( re3ards Mar!@s
(nteress(on as all7po2er$ul 2(th <od) and Cathol( Chr(st(an(t! (s 5eom(n3 more and more
learl! ons(ous that as mother o$ the Redeemer and as a2are o$ e'er! pulsat(on o$ her Son@s
heart) Mar! (s the mother also o$ all H(s 3rae-

I$ Mar! (s the mother o$ all the $a(th$ul4 the (n$luene o$ the other sa(nts (s de$(ned 5! the
 pos(t(on 2h(h the! oup! (n the 2hole or3an(sm o$ the 0od! o$ Chr(st- Th(s 5el(e$ that an3els
and sa(nts ha'e spe(al spheres and spe(al tas#s o$ lo'e (s the $oundat(on o$ Cathol( dotr(ne
onern(n3 the <uard(an An3els) a5undantl! attested (n the Sr(ptures %To5- 6(() 9+4 ah- () 9+4
He5r- () 9,) and o$ Cathol( $a(th (n the spe(al help o$ Patron Sa(nts-

0ut the m(n(str! o$ the sa(nts to the $a(th$ul on earth (s not l(m(ted to lo'(n3 (nteress(on- It (s
also a lo'e o$ sel$7sar($(e and ser'(e) a lo'e 2h(h (s read! to share (ts o2n 2ealth 2(th all
the stru33l(n3 mem5ers o$ the 0od! o$ Chr(st) to the 2(dest e6tent that (t an so share (t- The
sa(nts dur(n3 the(r mortal l($e amassed 5e!ond the measure o$ the(r dut! a store o$ 2ealth and o$
sar($((al 'alues made pre(ous 5! the 0lood o$ Chr(st- The supera5undane o$ the(r lo'e and

 penane $orms a r(h depos(t- n(ted 2(th the supera5undane o$ the mer(ts o$ Chr(st) and
der('ed $rom those mer(ts) th(s 2ealth o$ the sa(nts (s that "treasure o$ the Churh" %thesaurus
eles(ae,) that sared $am(l! (nher(tane) 2h(h 5elon3s to all the mem5ers o$ the 0od! o$
Chr(st) and 2h(h (s at the ser'(e espe(all! o$ (ts s(# and $ee5le mem5ers- "I$ a mem5er
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su$$ers) all the mem5ers su$$er 2(th (t-" .hen a mem5er has not made su$$((ent reparat(on $or
h(s s(ns) 2hen a$ter the $or3('eness o$ s(n and the rem(ss(on o$ (ts eternal pun(shment) there !et
rema(ns a de5t o$ "temporal" pun(shment) 2h(h the ;ust <od (n H(s 2(se ord(nane attahes
st(ll to $or3('en s(n) then all the mem5ers o$ the 0od! help to 5ear th(s 5urden o$ pun(shment)
and then the Churh (n '(rtue o$ her po2er o$ 5(nd(n3 and loos(n3 ma! supplement the po'ert!
o$ one mem5er out o$ the 2ealth o$ another- And thus she 3rants "(ndul3enes)" that (s to sa!)
supplements the (nsu$$((ent reparat(on o$ her 2ea#er mem5ers 5! means o$ the '(ar(ous
supera5undane o$ the mer(ts o$ Chr(st and H(s sa(nts- So that the (ndul3ene not onl! attests the
ser(ousness o$ s(n and teahes that 3u(lt must 5e e6p(ated "to the last $arth(n3)" 5ut (s also an
(llustrat(on o$ the 5lessed poten! o$ the Commun(on o$ Sa(nts and o$ the '(ar(ous e6p(at(on
2h(h (s (nter2o'en 2(th (t- All the ma(n (deas upon 2h(h the dotr(ne o$ (ndul3enes (s 5ased

 the neess(t! o$ e6p(at(on $or s(n) the o7operat('e e6p(at(on o$ the mem5ers o$ the 0od! o$
Chr(st) the Churh@s po2er so to 5(nd and loose on earth that her at(on (s 'al(d (n hea'enall
these (deas are onta(ned (n hol! Sr(pture- So that althou3h the h(stor(al $orm o$ the
(ndul3ene has under3one some han3e$rom the '(ar(ous e6p(ator! su$$er(n3 o$ the mart!rs
and on$essors) and the pen(tent(al "redempt(ons" o$ the M(ddle A3es do2n to our modern
(ndul3ened pra!erand ma! (n the $uture under3o $urther han3e) and althou3h the theolo3!
o$ (ndul3enes has onl! 5een 3raduall! ela5orated) !et (n (ts su5stane the dotr(ne (s (n l(ne
2(th the pure thou3ht o$ the Sr(ptures- Here) as (n no other prat(e o$ the Churh) do the
mem5ers o$ the 0od! o$ Chr(st o7operate (n lo'(n3 e6p(at(on- All the earnestness and

 ;o!$ulness) hum(l(t! and ontr(t(on) lo'e and $(del(t!) 2h(h an(mate the 0od! are here
espe(all! om5(ned and man($ested- For that reason) as the Coun(l o$ Trent sa!s) "the use o$
(ndul3enes (s 'er! salutar! $or the people o$ Chr(st" %Sess- +D =e (ndul3-,) 0ut) 5eause
(ndul3enes are 5ased upon truths 2h(h are not eas! $or the rude and uneduated) d(stort(on
and a5use are 'er! poss(5le) espe(all! 2here the people are not 2ell (nstruted (n rel(3(on and
2here Churh author(t! (s not '(3(lant- There 2ere man! a5uses dur(n3 the per(od 5e$ore the
Coun(l o$ Trent) and 2e are st(ll su$$er(n3 the(r e'(l onse1uenes- 0ut (t (s a proo$ o$ the

 permanent 'alue o$ (ndul3enes that a5uses ha'e not 5een a5le to #(ll them) 5ut ha'e onl!
 pur3ed them 2(th leans(n3 $(re and aroused them to a ne2 and deeper l($e- The! ha'e 5eome
(n our da!) more than e'er) a 'alua5le ad;unt to pastoral 2or#- E'er! (nstruted Cathol( #no2s
that an (ndul3ene (s not a rem(ss(on o$ s(n) 5ut onl! o$ the temporal penalt(es attahed to s(n-
He #no2s that (t 5elon3s there$ore not to the enter and ore o$ the l($e o$ 3rae) 5ut onl! to (ts
outermost (rum$erene- The 3rant(n3 o$ an (ndul3ene (s not a saramental or pr(estl! at) 5ut
an at o$ Churh author(t!- E'er! (ndul3ened prat(e has mean(n3 and 'alue onl! (n so $ar as
(t (s at the same t(me a s(mple pra!er (n the Hol! <host- A man 2ho 2ould 2ant to use pra!er)
not $or lo'(n3 on'erse 2(th <od) 5ut merel! $or the 3a(n(n3 o$ (ndul3enes) 2ould m(suse (t
and 2ould d(spla! a 5ad m(sunderstand(n3 o$ (ts mean(n3 and nature- The supreme a(m o$ all
Chr(st(an p(et!) the one a5solutel! neessar! th(n3) (s to l('e a ne2 l($e (n <od and to 5e
del('ered 5! the po2er o$ th(s l($e $rom the 3u(lt o$ s(n and $rom eternal pun(shment- No
(ndul3ene an e6empt $rom th(s dut!- Indeed the 3a(n(n3 o$ an (ndul3ene presupposes th(s one
neessar! th(n3) $or there an 5e no rem(ss(on o$ temporal pun(shment 2here there (s no
rem(ss(on o$ 3u(lt and eternal pun(shment- So that (ndul3enes ma! 5e sa(d to operate at least
(nd(retl! to2ards th(s pur($(at(on $rom s(n and to2ards the esta5l(shment o$ the ne2 l($e (n
<od- The (ndul3ene) there$ore) o$ (ts nature (s not (nst(tuted $or the e6ternal(>(n3 o$ the
rel(3(ous l($e) 5ut $or (ts deepen(n3 and enr(hment- It (s an emphat( summons to repentane) a
stron3 (mpulse to '(tal (norporat(on (n the 0od! o$ Chr(st) so as to o5ta(n H(s 5less(n3- And as
an (ndul3ene does not s(mpl! a5ol(sh the 2hole 5urden o$ temporal pun(shment) 5ut rem(ts (t
onl! so $ar as !our 2or#s) e6atl! presr(5ed 5! the Churh) un(te 2(th the mer(ts o$ Chr(st and
H(s sa(nts) (t ma! ser'e also to arouse the slu33(sh ons(ene and to ma#e (t sens(t('e) not onl!
to the (n$(n(te ser(ousness o$ s(n) 5ut also to the unparalleled 5less(n3s onta(ned (n the
$ello2sh(p o$ the mem5ers o$ Chr(st-

The Churh Su$$er(n3 and the Churh M(l(tant onst(tute (n the(r relat(ons a seond (rle o$
most '(tal at('(t(es- Ha'(n3 entered (nto the n(3ht "2here(n no man an 2or#)" the Su$$er(n3
Churh annot r(pen to (ts $(nal 5lessedness 5! an! e$$orts o$ (ts o2n) 5ut onl! throu3h the help
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o$ othersthrou3h the (nteressor! pra!ers and sar($(es %su$$ra3(a, o$ those l('(n3 mem5ers o$
the 0od! o$ Chr(st 2ho 5e(n3 st(ll (n th(s 2orld are a5le (n the 3rae o$ Chr(st to per$orm
e6p(ator! 2or#s- The Churh has $rom the earl(est t(mes $a(th$ull! 3uarded the 2ords o$
Sr(pture %+ Mah- 6(() * $$-, that "(t (s a hol! and a 2holesome th(n3 to pra! $or the dead that
the! ma! 5e loosed $rom the(r s(ns-" The suppl(ant r! o$ her l(tur3!: "Eternal rest 3('e to them)
O Lord) and let perpetual l(3ht sh(ne upon them)" an 5e heard alread! (n the Ats o$ the
mart!rdom o$ SS Perpetua and Fel((tas %A-=- +*, and (s represented (n numerous sepulhral
(nsr(pt(ons o$ the most an(ent per(od) 2h(le theolo3(ans and Fathers o$ the Churh) 5e3(nn(n3
2(th Tertull(an) ha'e suppl(ed (ts su5stant(al proo$- The theolo3! o$ the sh(smat(al <ree#
Churh a3rees 2(th Lat(n theolo3! (n (ts 5el(e$ (n the e$$(a! o$ pra!ers $or the dead- So
$undamental (ndeed and so natural to man@s hope and des(re and lo'e (s th(s 5el(e$) that
h(stor(ans o$ rel(3(on ha'e d(so'ered (t amon3 almost all non7Chr(st(an ('(l(>ed peoples: a
str(#(n3 (llustrat(on o$ Tertull(an@s sa!(n3 that the human soul (s naturall! Chr(st(an-

The Cathol() there$ore) (s ;ealous to e6p(ate and su$$er $or the "poor souls)" espe(all! 5!
o$$er(n3 the Euhar(st( Sar($(e) 2here(n Chr(st@s (n$(n(te e6p(at(on on the Cross (s
saramentall! re7presented) and st(mulat(n3 and ;o(n(n3 (tsel$ 2(th the e6p(ator! 2or#s o$ the
$a(th$ul) passes to the Churh Su$$er(n3 aord(n3 to the measure determ(ned 5! <od@s 2(sdom
and mer!- So the sa!(n3 o$ St- Paul that the mem5ers o$ the 0od! o$ Chr(st "are mutuall!
are$ul one $or another" %9 Cor- 6(() +D, (s no2here more omprehens('el! and lum(nousl!
$ul$(lled than (n the Churh@s su$$ra3es $or her dead h(ldren- .hen) (n the Memento o$ the
Mass) (n the presene o$ the sared O5lat(on and under the 3a>e so to spea# o$ the Churh
Tr(umphant) she r(es to hea'en: "0e m(nd$ul also) O Lord) o$ th! ser'ants and handma(ds ----
2ho ha'e 3one 5e$ore us 2(th the s(3n o$ $a(th and rest (n the sleep o$ peae)" then trul! hea'en
and earth 3reet eah other) the Churh Tr(umphant) Su$$er(n3 and M(l(tant meet (n a "hol! #(ss)"
and the "2hole" Chr(st 2(th all H(s mem5ers ele5rates a 5lessed lo'e7$east %a3ape,) a memor(al
o$ the(r ommun(on (n lo'e and ;o! and pa(n-

The relat(ons 5et2een the Churh o$ th(s 2orld and the Churh o$ the ne6t are man! and
'ar(ous4 sarel! less r(h and $ru(t$ul (s the lo'(n3 and '(tal $ello2sh(p that e6(sts 5et2een the
earthl! mem5ers themsel'es o$ the 0od! o$ Chr(st- .hen the Fathers) 5e3(nn(n3 2(th N(etas)

 5(shop o$ Remes(ana at the ommenement o$ the $($th entur!) spea# o$ the Commun(on o$
Sa(nts) the! are th(n#(n3 espe(all! o$ th(s earthl! $ello2sh(p) and (t 2as th(s that St- Paul also
had spe(all! (n m(nd- It (s the m!ster(ous (nner l($e o$ the Churh) the m!ster(ous e6han3e and
ommere (n $unt(ons and 3raes 5et2een (ts mem5ers) the m!ster(ous proess 2here5! the
$ello2sh(p o$ Chr(st 3ro2s up or3an(all! (nto a "hol! temple (n the Lord)" (nto the ha5(tat(on o$
<od (n the Sp(r(t %Eph- (() +97++,

The ommun(on o$ the mem5ers o$ Chr(st 2(th the pr(esthood o$ the(r Head (s o$ $undamental
(mportane $or the(r mutual ommere o$ lo'e- There (s 5ut one pr(esthood (n the Churh) the

 pr(esthood o$ the <od7man) 2ho redeemed us 5! H(s 2hole l($e) 5ut espe(all! 5! the sar($(e
o$ H(s death- 0ut 5eause th(s (n'(s(5le pr(esthood o$ Chr(st 2ould ma#e use o$ '(s(5le
(nstruments and or3ans) so that Chr(st@s 3rae ma! 5e m(n(stered to H(s people (n saramental
2ords and s(3ns) there r(3htl! e6(sts (n the Churh a '(s(5le pr(esthood- And that '(s(5le

 pr(esthood has e6(sted $rom the 5e3(nn(n3) thou3h (ts $ull s(3n($(ane 2as not at $(rst man($est
to the ons(ousness o$ the $a(th$ul) nor e6pressed (n a pre(se term(nolo3!- .hene'er the most
hol! Euhar(st 2as ele5rated and 2hene'er s(ns 2ere $or3('en) 2hene'er the 3rae o$ Chr(st
2as (mparted under '(s(5le $orms) then (nstrumental a3ents 2ere emplo!ed) and 2ere alled
somet(mes "pres5!ter(" or pr(ests) somet(mes pres(dents) somet(mes o'erseers %ep(sop(,- The
'(s(5le pr(esthood (s noth(n3 else than a '(s(5le attestat(on o$ the ont(nual l('(n3 and 2or#(n3 o$
Chr(st (n the 2orld-

Ho2e'er man($old and 'ar(ous (ts names and dut(es 2ere and are) there (s ne'ertheless 5ut one
s(n3le pr(esthood) s(ne the pr(esthood o$ Chr(st (s 5ut one- The pr(esthood (s al2a!s onl! the
'(s(5le man($estat(on and med(at(on o$ the one 3rae o$ the one H(3h Pr(est- Ne'ertheless the
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'(s(5le pr(esthood must ha'e (ts (nner d($$erent(at(on) aord(n3 to the (nt(ma! 2(th 2h(h (ts
holders are (norporated (nto the pr(esthood o$ Chr(st) and onse1uentl!) aord(n3 to the(r
saramental author(t! to real(>e that pr(esthood- It (s (n th(s sense that Cathol( theolo3!
de$(n(tel! d(st(n3u(shes the spe($( pr(esthood $rom the pr(esthood o$ the la(t!) and not as
thou3h the latter d(d not (mpl! a 3enu(ne part((pat(on (n the pr(esthood o$ Chr(st- St- Au3ust(ne
%=e ('- =e() 66) 9, and St- Thomas %Summa) *) I6((() *, are pre7em(nent (n (ns(st(n3 that (t
does- A ons(derat(on o$ the Churh@s teah(n3 2(th re3ard to the harater 2h(h (s 3('en 5!
some o$ the saraments) ma! ma#e th(s po(nt learer-

It (s one o$ the pro$oundest truths o$ Cathol( theolo3! that 5es(des the purel! personal) the
rel(3(ous and moral relat(on o$ the Chr(st(an to Chr(st) as man($ested (n $a(th and sant($!(n3
lo'e) there (s also an e6tra7personal and 2holl! $atual relat(on) 2h(h onserates the Chr(st(an
a5(d(n3l! to Chr(st (ndependentl! o$ h(s su5;et('e l($e (n 3rae) 2h(h 3('es h(m Chr(st
(rre'oa5l! $or h(s o2n) 2h(h (norporates h(m one and $or all (nto Chr(st@s h(3h pr(esthood)
and 2h(h there5! esta5l(shes that (nd(ssolu5le rel(3(ous 5as(s upon 2h(h the lo'(n3
(nterourse and mutual ommere o$ Chr(st and H(s mem5ers (s $ounded- E'en the most del(ate
relat(on that e6(sts 2(th(n the 0od! o$ Chr(st) the relat(on that (s o$ the (nd('(dual human soul to
Chr(st) (s determ(ned 5! a s!stem o$ sared ord(nanes) o$ $(6ed and (nd(ssolu5le $orm and o$
unaltera5le (nteronne6(on- As (n the natural 2orld all $ree mo'ement o$ po2ers (s 5ased upon
the determ(nate stat(s o$ natural 5e(n3 and (ts la2s) and as all the at('(t! o$ our su5;et('e

 po2ers presupposes the o5;et('e 2orld and (ts sta5le ord(nanes) so also (n the supernatural
2orld the l($e o$ 3rae 2(th all (ts str('(n3 (s losel! #n(t to a permanent 5as(s) to the $(6ed and
(n2ard relat(ons and la2s o$ the 0od! o$ Chr(st- Here one more 2e reo3n(>e the trend o$
Cathol((sm to2ards real(t!) (ts omplete and $undamental pre$erene $or the o5;et('e $at and
the $(6ed $orm- The ult(mate 5as(s o$ th(s (s the $undamental do3ma that (t (s <od) and not man)
2ho (s the author o$ natural and supernatural real(t!) that the ne2 order o$ 5e(n3 (s determ(ned
not $rom 5elo2) 5ut $rom a5o'e) and that (n the 2orld o$ rel(3(on 2e ha'e to deal 2(th
supernatural $ats) 2h(h man must s(mpl! aept and 2h(h do not depend upon h(m- Man an
e$$et('el! real(>e the 3rae 2h(h (s (mparted to h(m onl! on the 5as(s o$ th(s saramental order
and 2(th(n (t- No2 there are three saraments 2h(h 3('e the Chr(st(an h(s $(6ed and de$(n(te

 plae 2(th(n the 0od! o$ Chr(st) h(s $undamental relat(on to the 2hole 0od!) and there5! to the
h(3h7pr(esthood o$ Chr(st 2h(h supports and per'ades the 2hole- The! are the saraments o$
0apt(sm) Con$(rmat(on and Hol! Orders- Eah o$ these three saraments not merel! on$ers
3rae) 5ut also (mparts to the soul o$ the Chr(st(an an a5(d(n3 rel(3(ous harater) 2here5! the
soul (s (norporated (n the h(3h7pr(esthood o$ Chr(st (n a 3reater or less de3ree aord(n3 to the
su5stane and nature o$ the sarament) and rema(ns permanentl! (norporated there(n %harater
(ndele5(l(s,) e'en thou3has (n the ase o$ the damnedth(s (mpersonal and o5;et('e relat(on
to Chr(st results (n no a5(d(n3 su5;et('e and personal relat(on o$ 3rae and 5lessedness- The
h(3hest $orm o$ th(s saramental (norporat(on (nto the h(3h7pr(esthood o$ Chr(st (s onta(ned (n
the sarament o$ Hol! Orders- Th(s sarament on$ers the (ne$$aea5le apt(tude and $ull $ault!
o$ on'e!(n3 the redeem(n3 3rae o$ Chr(st to the $a(th$ul (n (ts 2(dest e6tent) 5! 2ord as 2ell
as 5! sarament- 0! the pr(estl! harater the Chr(st(an (s onserated a "m(n(ster o$ Chr(st" (n
the $ull sense o$ the 2ords) and (n so $ar as the Churh (s Chr(st l('(n3 on (n the 2orld) he (s
onserated the "m(n(ster o$ the Churh-" As the e6ternal un(t! o$ the mem5ers o$ Chr(st rests
upon pope and 5(shop) so the(r (nner saramental un(t!) the(r ommun(t! o$ 3rae) rests upon the

 pr(est-

That pr(esthood 2h(h (s (mparted to the Chr(st(an alon3 2(th the saramental harater o$
0apt(sm and Con$(rmat(on (s not so (n2ard as th(s) nor so omprehens('e) and there$ore (t (s
spe($(all! d($$erent $rom the pr(esthood (n the narro2 sense o$ the 2ord- It does not) as the $ull

 pr(esthood does) on$er on the Chr(st(an the spe(al pos(t(on o$ a m(n(ster o$ the 0od! o$ Chr(st)
and $or that reason (t ompr(ses onl! a l(m(ted num5er o$ pr(estl! po2ers- Ne'ertheless (t (s a
true pr(esthood) $or (t 3('es the Chr(st(an a 3enu(ne part((pat(on (n the one7(dent(al pr(esthood
o$ Chr(st-8* E'er! 5apt(sm (s a onserat(on to the pr(esthood o$ Chr(st) $or 5apt(sm remo'es
the man $rom the pro$ane 2orld) appropr(ates h(m to Chr(st and sant($(es h(m $or the
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 per$ormane o$ those most 3eneral ats o$ 2orsh(p 2h(h 5elon3 to the 'oat(on o$ the h(ld o$
<od- And the saramental harater o$ Con$(rmat(on (ntens($(es th(s pr(esthood) s(ne (t $(ts the
Chr(st(an to ta#e an at('e share (n the 5u(ld(n3 o$ the temple o$ <od) and e1u(ps h(m $or the
apostolate and $or (ts "e'(denes o$ the sp(r(t and o$ po2er-" There$ore the Cathol( onept(on
o$ the pr(esthood o$ the la(t! (s 'er! $ar $rom 5e(n3 a ma#(n3 'o(d o$ the or(3(nal dotr(ne o$ the

 pr(esthood o$ all Chr(st(ans- On the ontrar! the 5eaut($ul 2ords o$ St- Peter (n h(s F(rst Ep(stle
%(() J79, st(ll hold 3ood (n all the(r or(3(nal $reshness and $ore: "0ut !ou are a hosen
3enerat(on) a #(n3l! pr(esthood) a hol! nat(on) a purhased people: that !ou ma! delare h(s
2ondrous deeds) 2ho hath alled !ou out o$ dar#ness (nto h(s mar'elous l(3ht- .ho (n t(me past
2ere not a people) 5ut are no2 the people o$ <od- .ho had not o5ta(ned mer!) 5ut no2 ha'e
o5ta(ned mer!-"

Th(s pr(estl! on;unt(on o$ all 2(th the h(3h7pr(esthood o$ Chr(st) an utterl! sared on;unt(on)
(s the soure 2hene spr(n3s the lose $ello2sh(p o$ all (n the(r pra!er and $a(th and lo'e-

I$ 2e e6lude some 'er! rare and reall! neessar! e6ept(ons) suh as the ommun(on pra!ers
o$ the pr(est) there (s no l(tur3(al pra!er o$ the earthl! Churh 2h(h (s not a pra!er o$ all $or
all- As our Lord) (n the 3reat pra!er 2h(h He tau3ht H(s d(s(ples) ;o(ned all 2ho pra! (nto a
s(n3le un(t! and d(reted them to appeal out o$ th(s un(t! to the(r ommon Father) and as St- Paul
espe(all! en;o(ned pra!er $or one another %Rom- 6') *4 + Cor- () 994 Eph- () 9D) et-,) so the
Churh pra!s) not (n the name o$ an! (nd('(dual) nor as the mere sum o$ all (nd('(duals) 5ut as a
$ello2sh(p) as a pr(estl! un(t!) as the '(s(5le pr(esthood o$ Chr(st-

It (s not I and !ou that pra!) 5ut the m!st(al Chr(st- And so the $ru(ts o$ th(s pra!er 5elon3 to all
those 2ho (n Chr(st are onserated to the Father) to the "hosen 3enerat(on" and "#(n3l!

 pr(esthood-" And the Churh (s des(rous that her h(ldren should remem5er the(r pr(estl!
harater) and (n the(r pr('ate l($e) as 2ell as (n the l(tur3!) pra!) o$$er and su$$er) not $or the(r
o2n needs onl!) 5ut also $or the 3reat and hol! $ello2sh(p o$ all the redeemed (n Chr(st- The
3enu(ne Chr(st(an pra!er has the pr(estl! 1ual(t! o$ the 3reat H(3h Pr(est: (t (s o$$ered "$or all"
%huper pollon) M#- 6(') +,) a 1ual(t! 2h(h (s so stron3l! mar#ed (n an(ent Chr(st(an pra!er
%$- Mart!r(um Pol!arp() ') 94 '((() 9,- And th(s pr(estl! ommun(on (n pra!er and sar($(e (s
no2here more learl! and stron3l! emphas(>ed than (n the Euhar(st( Sar($(e) 2here(n Chr(st
our H(3h Pr(est saramentall! re7presents the sar($(e 2h(h He one o$$ered on Cal'ar!- It (s
true that (t (s the spe(all! onserated pr(est 2ho 5! h(s (nstrumental m(n(str! ma#es the
(n'(s(5le sar($(e o$ Chr(st '(s(5le) and he per$orms h(s ser'(e (n l(tur3(al 'esture and (n a
l(tur3(al ton3ue) 2h(h) sant($(ed 5! the use o$ the See o$ Peter and o$ so man! Fathers o$ the
Churh) (s ra(sed a5o'e the '((ss(tudes o$ t(me and (s espe(all! su(ta5le $or the enatment o$
the M!ster!- 0ut the pr(est does not o$$er $or h(msel$ alone- Nor does he merel! o$$er as the

 people@s representat('e) so that as (n the an(ent sar($(es there (s onl! a moral un(t! 5et2een
 pr(est and people- On the ontrar! the un(t! 5et2een pr(est and people (s a m!st(all! real un(t!)
the un(t! o$ the pr(esthood o$ Chr(st) (n 2h(h 5oth pr(est and people share) thou3h (n d($$erent
de3rees- The l(tur3! o$ the Churh e6presses th(s 2onder$ul $at) 2hen (t auses the pr(est to

 pra! thus a$ter the Conserat(on: ".e th! %pr(estl!, ser'ants) O Lord) 5ut also th! hol! people)
m(nd$ul o$ the 5lessed Pass(on o$ Chr(st th! Son) our Lord) as also o$ h(s Resurret(on $rom the
dead and h(s 3lor(ous Asens(on) do o$$er to th! 3lor(ous Ma;est!) o$ th! 3($ts and presents) a

 pure sar($(e) a hol! sar($(e) an (mmaulate sar($(e) the hol! 0read o$ eternal l($e and the
Chal(e o$ e'erlast(n3 sal'at(on-"

The ommon $a(th o$ the mem5ers o$ Chr(st (s most (nt(matel! 5ound up 2(th the(r pr(estl!
$ello2sh(p (n pra!er- The Cathol( $ello2sh(p (n $a(th does not mean merel! that all the
mem5ers o$ the Churh lo!all! pro$ess one and the same $a(th) presented to them 5! apostol(
author(t!) that the! share the same lum(nous (deal) the same e$$et('e rule and the same $ru(t$ul
soures o$ sp(r(tual l($e- It means more than that- It means that there (s a sol(dar(t! and

 partnersh(p o$ the $a(th) a re(proal (nterat(on and $ru(t$ul (n$luene) 2h(h 5! (nt(mate and
 per'as('e at(on ma#e the(r e6ternal un(on an (n2ard ommun(on (n the $a(th) a ommun(on
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2h(h out o$ the depths o$ the ommon e6per(ene o$ the $a(th (s e'er e6press(n3 (tsel$ ane2 (n
a s(n3le "redo" o$ the m!st(al Chr(st-

Th(s sol(dar(t! o$ Cathol( 5el(e$ man($ests (tsel$ (n t2o 2a!s- On the one hand (t ommun(ates
the (n2ardness and stren3th o$ !our personal $a(th) the "po2er o$ <od" that !ou e6per(ene (n
!our o2n ons(ene) to other mem5ers o$ the 0od! o$ Chr(st) (n e'er ne2 (mpulses and
st(rr(n3s) and ma#es them the '(tal e6per(ene o$ e'er 2(der (rles- On the other hand) th(s
sol(dar(t! o$ the $a(th) return(n3 so to sa! upon (tsel$) 5eomes a $ert(le so(l and $ru(t$ul72om5)
2h(h (mpre3nated 5! the (n$all(5le teah(n3 o$ the Churh produes a onstantl! deeper (ns(3ht
(nto the mar#s o$ the $a(th and a onstantl! r(her appre(at(on o$ supernatural truth- In (ts $(rst
aspetas an e'(dent(al $orethe sol(dar(t! o$ the $a(th man($ests (tsel$ (n the Cathol(

 prat(e o$ the apostolate- The true and most em(nent 5earers o$ the apostolate are the suessors
o$ the apostles) those 5(shops 2ho are un(ted to3ether and 2(th the one Peter) and 2ho are "set

 5! the Hol! <host o'er the 2hole earth" %Ats 66) +,- The preah(n3 o$ the <ospel has 5een
omm(tted to them) the hosen d(s(ples) e'er s(ne that hour 2hen the r(sen Chr(st sent them
out (nto the 2hole 2orld and made them the prom(se that He 2ould 5e "2( th them all da!s) e'en
unto the onsummat(on o$ the 2orld" %Matt- 66'((() 9,- Chr(stendom) (n all per(ods o$ (ts
h(stor!) has reo3n(>ed (n the(r onordant test(mon!) 5ut espe(all! (n the(r harmon! 2(th the
See o$ Peter) the 3uarantee and s(3n o$ the true apostol( $a(th as ontrasted 2(th all (nd('(dual
"3nos(s" and set(onal op(n(on- The! (narnate the "teah(n3 Churh" %eles(a doens,) and (n
relat(on to the(r authent( teah(n3 the rest o$ the Churh an onl! 5e a "learn(n3 Churh"
%eles(a d(sens,- No la!man) pr(est) teaher) or theolo3(an o$ the Churh ma! preah the .ord
o$ <od unless he 5e omm(ss(oned to do so 5! the apostol( author(t! o$ the Churh %m(ss(o
anon(a,- For) "Ho2 shall the! preah) unless the! 5e sent/" %Rom- 6) 9D,- 0ut ho2e'er true (t
(s that the author(tat('e preah(n3 o$ Chr(st(an truth apperta(ns e6lus('el! to the apostol(
teah(n3 author(t!) (t (s e1uall! true that the l('(n3 o$ th(s truth) (ts real(>at(on (n deed and (n
truth) (s the 5us(ness o$ the (nd('(dual Chr(st(an ons(ene and o$ the 3rae 2h(h '(s(ts that
ons(ene- And there$ore the l($e o$ $a(th) that l($e 2h(h (s the supreme 3oal o$ the Churh@s

 preah(n3) the one th(n3 neessar!) the supernatural $ru(t$ulness o$ the $a(th) all (nt(mate
e6per(ene) all onsolat(on) all on$(dene) all no5(l(t! and lo$t! oura3e: these th(n3s do not

 5elon3 to an! pr('(le3ed (nd('(dual) 5ut to the ommun(t!) to the $ello2sh(p o$ all those 2ho 5!
 5apt(sm ha'e 5een 5orn a3a(n (n Chr(st- Fa(th 5eomes l('(n3) and the seed o$ preah(n3 str(#es
root and 3ro2s and 5ears $ru(t (n the $ello2sh(p o$ the mem5ers o$ Chr(st- The sp(r(t o$ the $a(th
(s ne'er an (solated or an (solat(n3 th(n3) 5ut al2a!s a sp(r(t that presses to2ards $ello2sh(p)

 5eause (t (s der('ed $rom the Sp(r(t o$ <od) the Sp(r(t o$ un(on and lo'e- I$ the author(t(es o$ the
Churh are the (nstruments and 5earers o$ the truth) (t (s 5! means o$ the ommun(t! that the
truth 5eomes l($e- It (s the spe(al tas# o$ the ommun(t! to attest the truth 2h(h (s prola(med

 5! the Churh (n l('(n3 (t) and to l('e (t (n attest(n3 (t- It (s the spe(al m(ss(on and apostolate o$
the ommun(t!) (n St- 0ernard@s pre3nant 2ords) to "e6per(ene the $a(th (n pra!er-"8 0e(n3
$(nall! (norporated (nto Chr(st) (ts Head) 5! 5apt(sm) and 5e(n3 o5l(3ed to on$ess H(m 5!
on$(rmat(on) the ommun(t! has (ts $undamental dut! (n th(s) that (t 3('e test(mon! to Chr(st 5!
the supera5undant 2ealth o$ (ts l($e) a dut! $rom 2h(h no man an a5sol'e (t- L('(n3 5! the
$a(th) (t 3('es test(mon! to the $a(th- E'er! l($e that (s l('ed (n $a(th (s neessar(l! a persuas('e
and (nsp(r(n3 l($e) an (narnat(on o$ the apostol( messa3e) a 5u(ld(n3 o$ the temple o$ <od (n
onesel$ and (n others- It (s that "she2(n3 o$ the sp(r(t and o$ po2er" (n the $ae o$ 2h(h all
un5el(e$ (s dum5) and 5! 2h(h all 2ea#ness (s made stron3- It (s the most on'(n(n3 proo$ o$
Chr(st(an(t!) more e$$et('e than all the "persuas('e 2ords o$ human 2(sdom" %9 Cor- (() ,-

E'er! (nd('(dual mem5er o$ the ommun(t! should ha'e th(s l('(n3 $a(th and should e6er(se
th(s on$essorsh(p- It 2(ll 5e e6er(sed (n (n$(n(tel! 'ar(ous 2a!s aord(n3 to eah one@s

 part(ular 1ual(t(es) aord(n3 to h(s 5ent o$ m(nd) the 3raes he ree('es) h(s spe(al 'oat(on)
h(s en'(ronment and $ortunes- For the one re'ealed truth ma! 5e e6pressed and appl(ed (n an
(n$(n(te 'ar(et! o$ 2a!s- And e'er! one o$ these 'ar(ous e6press(ons re'eals ne2 '(stas o$ (ts
h(dden 5eaut! and po2er) d(spla!s ne2 t!pes o$ the Chr(st(an (deal and sets 5e$ore us ne2
(nent('es to (m(tat(on- The harater(st( t!pes o$ the Chr(st(an l($eon$essor) mart!r)
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 prophet) herm(t) mon#) '(r3(n) 2(do2 han3e (nto e'er ne2 $orms) and eah ne2 $orm
onta(ns a reat('e tenden! to $urther $orms) unt(l the 2hole ontent o$ the Chr(st(an l($e (s
e6hausted- The most $undamental) the s(mplest) and the most e$$et('e $orm (n 2h(h l('(n3
$a(th 5eomes (nsp(r(n3 test(mon! 2(ll erta(nl! al2a!s 5e $ound (n the Chr(st(an $am(l!- The
$am(l! re$lets) as no other so(al (nst(tut(on does) the m!ster! o$ the Churh) her real un(on
2(th Chr(st) her Head %Eph- ') *+,- The $am(l! (llustrates) as (t (s (llustrated no2here else) the

 pr(esthood o$ the la(t! and sho2s (t (n all (ts 5eaut!- For 5r(de and 5r(de3room) (n '(rtue o$ the(r
 pr(estl! harater) are themsel'es the m(n(sters o$ the sarament o$ the(r un(on) and) enter(n3
upon the l($e so onserated) propa3ate (n the(r h(ldren and h(ldren@s h(ldren the(r o2n de'out
$a(th- The Chr(st(an $am(l! (s the nuleus o$ the la! apostolate) o$ that $a(th 2h(h a2a#ens and
en#(ndles $a(th) 2h(h ont(nuall! $lames up ane2 and throu3h 2hole 3enerat(ons 3('es
test(mon! to Chr(st-

0es(des spea#(n3 o$ that Churh author(t! 2h(h 3u(des the stream o$ the Chr(st(an l($e o$ $a(th
(n a sure ourse and protets (t $rom all ontam(nat(on) 2e ou3ht also to ons(der the stream
(tsel$- .h(le (t 2ould 5e modern(st( and erroneous to attr(5ute the $ormulat(on o$ do3ma s(mpl!
to the rel(3(ous needs o$ the ommun(t! and not to the author(tat('e teah(n3 o$ the Churh) !et
(t (s erta(n on the other hand that 2e should not separate o$$((al teah(n3 $rom the $a(th o$ the
ommun(t!- The t2o th(n3s annot (n $at 5e separated) 5eause the l($e o$ $a(th (s nour(shed 5!
the truths o$ $a(th) and the truths o$ $a(th are attested (n the l($e- Author(t! 3uards the truth) and
the ommun(t! man($ests the l($e) and there$ore these t2o stand (n a lose re(proal relat(on
and must not 5e separated- Not onl! does Churh author(t! mould the l($e o$ the ommun(t!
2(th the truths o$ $a(th) 5ut the l($e o$ the ommun(t! reats on the author(t! (tsel$) protets (t)
and (llum(nates 2(th e'er ne2 rad(ane the truths 2h(h (t on'e!s- It (s 5eause o$ th(s essent(al
un(on o$ truth and l($e) o$ author(t! and ommun(t!) that 2hen Churh author(t! has somet(mes
and (n some plaes $a(led (n (ts trust) the l($e o$ the ommun(t! has 5een the $resh soure 2hene
the l($e o$ the Churh has 5een rene2ed- In $at h(stor! test($(es that 2hen truth has seemed

 5arren and author(t! o'erome 5! human $ra(lt!) the 3rae o$ Chr(st) (ts Head) has 5rou3ht $orth
$rom the 2om5 o$ the l('(n3 ommun(t! mem5ers 2ho 5! the po2er o$ the(r $a(th ha'e 3('en
ne2 l($e) not onl! to the(r o2n (mmed(ate en'(ronment) 5ut to the 2hole Churh- It (s (n th(s that
the pro'(dent(al and salutar! (n$luene and the h(stor(al (mportane o$ so man! sa(nts are
man($est- St- 0ernard and St- Fran(s) St- Cather(ne o$ S(ena) St- Clement Mar(a Ho$5auer and
so man! others2hat else d(d the! do 5ut 5r(n3 $orth $rom 2(th(n themsel'es "streams o$
l('(n3 2ater"/ %$- &n- '(() *,4 =(d not the l('(n3 ardor o$ the(r $a(th 3('e to 2(de re3(ons o$ the
Churh ne2 3ro2th) ne2 !outh) a seond spr(n3/

0ut the 5less(n3 o$ the lose $ello2sh(p o$ the $a(th 3oes deeper st(ll- It does not merel! out o$
(ts a5undant $ru(t$ulness) as a she2(n3 o$ the Sp(r(t and o$ po2er) attest the <ospel 5e$ore the
2orld and ommun(ate (ts o2n l('(n3 $a(th to the 2ea# mem5ers o$ the 0od! o$ Chr(st- It pla!s
an (mportant part also (n the 5e3ett(n3 o$ the $a(th and (n the de'elopment o$ part(ular truths-
.e ha'e alread! sho2n that the ommun(t! o7 operates (n the 5e3ett(n3 o$ supernatural $a(th)
and that (n part(ular (t (s 5! l('(n3 ontat 2(th the hurh $ello2sh(p that $a(th a1u(res (ts
a5solute erta(nt! %$- p- D $$-,- Let us spea# here onl! o$ those del(ate (n$luenes 2here5! the
$ello2sh(p o$ the $a(th) (n (ts m!ster(ous o7operat('e at(on) 5r(n3s a5out the $ormul(>at(on o$ a
truth o$ the $a(th) the de$(n(t(on o$ a do3ma-

There (s no re'ealed dotr(ne %do3ma e6pl((tum, prola(med 5! the Churh 2h(h (s not
onta(ned (n (ts e6at su5stane %$ormal(ter, (n the soures o$ re'elat(on) that (s) (n Sr(pture and
Trad(t(on- 0ut (t (s not al2a!s e6pressl! %e6pl((te, re'ealed (n (ts spe($( ontent) and (s o$ten
onta(ned so to sa! 2rapped up %(mpl((te, (n other truths- As the h(stor! o$ do3ma sho2s) (t
somet(mes needed a lon3 proess to $ree suh truths $rom the(r 2rapp(n3s and to ma#e them

 pla(n and '(s(5le- More than s(6 entur(es passed 5e$ore the Churh set $orth the entral
Chr(st(an do3ma o$ &esus) <od and Man) (n all (ts aspets and $ormulated (t e6haust('el!- The
dotr(ne o$ transu5stant(at(on 2as not de$(ned as a re'ealed do3ma unt(l the !ear 9+9D) nor the
(n$all(5(l(t! and plenar! ;ur(sd(t(on o$ the pope unt(l 9G- Th(s do3mat( de'elopment)
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$ul$(lled under the ass(stane o$ the Hol! Sp(r(t and under the super'(s(on and 3u(dane o$ the
Churh@s teah(n3 o$$(e) (s not al2a!s e$$eted (n a purel! lo3(al manner) 5! mere

 ;u6tapos(t(on o$ re'ealed truths) or 5! ph(losoph(al methods) 5! demonstrat(n3 that a truth (s
attested 5! Sr(pture and Trad(t(on) ho2e'er (nd(spensa5le ma! 5e the la5ors o$ theolo3(ans (n
elu(dat(on and demonstrat(on- For the le3a! o$ the $a(th as le$t us (n the re'elat(on has not

 5een transm(tted to us (n the $orm o$ a lear lo3(al s!stem) 5ut (s 2rapped up rather (n the
$orms o$ (ts t(me4 nor 2as (t al2a!s so lu(dl! and pla(nl! set $orth (n those $orms) that (ts (nner
ontent and (rres(st(5le e6ternal proo$ 2ere (mmed(atel! o5'(ous- And somet(mes) 2hen the
soure o$ a dotr(ne (s to 5e sou3ht) not (n hol! Sr(pture) 5ut (n that a3e7lon3 trad(t(on 2h(h (s
represented (n the most 'ar(ous douments) the d(sr(m(nat(n3 e!e o$ the theolo3(an has the
3reatest d($$(ult! (n determ(n(n3 learl! 2hat (s the pure 3old o$ re'elat(on and 2hat the

 produt o$ purel! human 2(sdom and purel! human $a(th- O$ten enou3h he 2(ll $(nd Fathers and
theolo3(ans e6press(n3 '(e2s 2h(h (mpa(r the(r unan(mous 2(tness %unan(m(s onsensus

 patrum,- And so the e6e3es(s and ar3ument o$ the theolo3(ans are not a5le una(ded to prepare
the 2a! e$$et('el! $or the de$(n(t('e de(s(ons o$ the Churh@s teah(n3 author(t!- Indeed) 2ere
the! suh a de(s('e $ator (n the onstrut(on o$ do3ma) thento ment(on onl! one o$ the latest
o$ do3masthe 5eaut($ul truth o$ our Lad!@s Immaulate Conept(on m(3ht ne'er ha'e 5een
de$(ned- For t2o most d(st(n3u(shed Mar(olo3(sts) St- 0ernard and St- Thomas) e6pressl!
1uest(oned (ts re'ealed harater) na! e'en den(ed (t- Ho2 then) (n sp(te o$ all o5stales) 2as the
do3ma ult(matel! de$(ned/ And ho2 2as the do3ma o$ Papal In$all(5(l(t! de$(ned/ Certa(nl! (t (s
Churh author(t! under the 3u(dane o$ the Hol! <host 2h(h 5! (ts ord(nar! and e6traord(nar!
teah(n3 stre2s the seeds o$ re'ealed truth (n the $(eld o$ the Churh) and l(#e a are$ul 3ardener

 protets the(r sprout(n3) 3uards the tender shoots $rom $ore(3n 3ro2ths and prunes a2a! all e'(l
tenden(es- The teah(n3 author(t!) 3uarded 5! the Hol! <host) (s there$ore the de(s('e at('e
$ator (n do3mat( de'elopment- 0utto #eep to our metaphorthe 3ardener does not do the
2hole o$ the 2or#- For the 'er! reason that the seed o$ re'ealed truth (s a l('(n3 and or3an(
th(n3) (t re1u(res $or (ts pro3ress('e 3ro2th a $ert(le $(eld) a maternal so(l) 2h(h ma! $oster the
seed omm(tted to (t and 5r(n3 (t to matur(t!- The l('(n3 ommun(t! (s th(s $ert(le so(l-
Theolo3(ans spea# o$ a pass('e (n$all(5(l(t! o$ the $a(th$ul) and (n the same 2a! the ommun(t!
ma! 5e alled the pass('e $ator (n the $ormat(on o$ do3ma- The l('(n3 ommun(t! o$ the
$a(th$ul) hear(n3 and o5e!(n3 the re'elat(on 2h(h the teah(n3 author(t! prola(ms) (tsel$ shares
(n the (n$all(5(l(t! o$ the Churh as (t aepts th(s re'elat(on) her(shes (t and 5ears $ru(t- Suh (s
the nature o$ the (n$luene 2h(h the ommun(t! e6er(sed (n the de'elopment o$ the do3mas
a5o'e ment(oned) espe(all! that o$ the Immaulate Conept(on o$ our Lad!- It 2as the Cathol(

 5od!) the $ello2sh(p o$ the $a(th$ul) (n (ts '(tal mo'ement) and 2(th (ts '('(d sense and pro$ound
(nst(nt $or the $a(th) 2h(h re$used to a5andon these truths) e'en 2hen author(tat('e theolo3(ans
sou3ht to depr('e (t o$ them- All these truths 3erm(nated (n the so(l o$ the ommun(t!) l(#e l('(n3
seeds) 5e proteted and $ostered 5! pope and 5(shop unt(l the(r t(me ame- And e'en thou3h
these truthsas $or (nstane the part(ular one o$ the Immaulate Conept(on o$ Mar! 
(rulated or(3(nall! amon3 the $a(th$ul (n d(storted and le3endar! $orms 2h(h 2(ll not 5ear
h(stor(al r(t((sm) !et the l('(n3 ommun(t! 3rasped the(r su5stane and (nner 'alue too
(nt(matel!) '(tall!) and (mmed(atel! to 5e a5le to sar($(e the(r eternal ontent alon3 2(th the
(mper$et $orms and e6press(ons to 2h(h the theolo3(ans o5;eted- The d('(ne sp(r(t o$ (ts $a(th
2as too sens(t('e) the moral and rel(3(ous e6per(ene produed (n so man! o$ (ts mem5ers 5!
that truth 2as too r(h) man($old and pro$ound) and the Churh@s ustod! o$ the depos(t o$ $a(th
too '(3(lant) to allo2 o$ suh a onsummat(on- 0eause o$ the sol(dar(t! o$ (ts l($e) th(s ommon
e6per(ene o$ a truth) ne2 and !et old) 5elon3ed to the 2hole ommun(t!) and 5eame deeper
and stron3er the more 2(del! (t spread) unt(l all shared (t- And s(ne th(s l($e o$ $a(th 2as not a
spasmod( and $ortu(tous phenomenon) 5ut 2as stead(l! e'ol'ed under the pur($!(n3 and

 promot(n3 (n$luene o$ the teah(n3 author(t!) and there5! dre2 stren3th and 3u(dane $rom (ts
 pro$ound onnet(on 2(th the 2hole mass o$ supernatural re'elat(on) (t 5eame $or that reason a
l($e $ull o$ d('(ne lar(t! and pur(t!- It (s not the set(onal 5el(e$ o$ th(s or that 3roup o$ the
$a(th$ul) 5ut a l($e (n the 2hole and o$ the 2hole (n$all(5le Churh) o$ the 2hole 0od! o$ Chr(st)
a l($e (nsp(red 5! Chr(st- It 2ould 5e 5! no means d($$(ult to sho2 that the ompat $ello2sh(p
o$ the $a(th e6er(sed th(s 1uas(7maternal $unt(on (n the 3ro2th and r(pen(n3 o$ most o$ our
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do3mas) $rom the onsu5stant(al(t! o$ the Son to the (n$all(5(l(t! o$ the pope) and that (t (s
e6er(s(n3 (t at present (n respet o$ that 5el(e$ (n the un('ersal (nteressor! med(atorsh(p o$
Mar!) 2h(h (s 5e3(nn(n3 to 5eome r(pe $or de$(n(t(on- It (s the teah(n3 author(t! o$ the
Churh 2h(h prola(ms the re'elat(on (n (ts omplete $ullness) to3ether 2(th the truths 2h(h
are onta(ned onl! 3erm(nall! %(mpl((te, (n (t4 and (t (s the same author(t! 2h(h 2athes o'er
the proess o$ the un$old(n3 o$ these (mpl((t truths and 5! the help o$ the theolo3(ans e6ludes
all spur(ous elements- And lastl! (t (s the teah(n3 author(t! alone that 3('es the $(nal solemn
de(s(on re3ard(n3 the re'ealed harater o$ a truth- .e should 3r(e'ousl! m(sone('e the
a5solutel! pre7em(nent and de(s('e author(t! o$ the "teah(n3 Churh" ($ 2e supposed that (ts
$unt(on 2as merel! one o$ re3(ster(n3 and rat($!(n3 the unan(mous 5el(e$ o$ the "learn(n3
Churh" and that (t pla!ed no (ndependent and de(s('e part (n the $ormat(on o$ do3ma-8D Yet
on the other hand (t (s the maternal or3an(sm o$ the ompat $ello2sh(p 2h(h $ert(l(>ed 5! the
Churh@s teah(n3) 5r(n3s do3mas to matur(t!) unt(l the! ree('e the(r de$(n(t('e $orm (n the
Churh@s author(tat('e de$(n(t(on-

Aord(n3l! the de'elopment o$ the $a(th or(3(nates (n the Churh@s teah(n3 author(t!) not onl!
as re3ards that deepen(n3 2h(h (t ree('es at the hands o$ the theolo3(ans) 5ut also as re3ards
that e6tens(on (n the d(mens(ons o$ len3th and 5readth 2h(h (t ree('es $rom the ompat l('(n3
$ello2sh(p o$ the $a(th$ul- There (s there$ore no p(ee o$ do3mat( #no2led3e 2h(h (s the
#no2led3e o$ (nd('(duals and not at the same t(me an e6per(ene and lo'e o$ the man! (n the
Hol! <host- In th(s sense e'er! ne2 do3ma (s the h(ld not onl! o$ author(t!) 5ut o$ lo'e) o$ the
lo'e o$ the $ello2sh(p o$ the $a(th) o$ the heart o$ the pra!(n3 Churh- E'er! do3ma (s
onserated 5! the re'erene and earnestness) 5! the ons(ent(ousness and lo!alt!) 5! the
(n2ardness and de'ot(on) 2(th 2h(h the $ello2sh(p o$ the mem5ers o$ Chr(st "rooted and
3rounded (n lo'e" %Eph- ((() 9G, "on$(rms the test(mon! o$ Chr(st (n (tsel$" %$- 9 Cor- () ,- As a
rule the "le6 orand()" the un2r(tten la2 o$ pra!er$ul) l('ed $a(th) preedes the "le6 redend()" the
author(tat('e $ormul(>at(on o$ a truth as a do3ma- .hene'er an! do3ma has 5een atta#ed (n the
name o$ h(stor(al r(t((sm) (ts (mpu3ners ha'e o'erloo#ed th(s '(tal po2er o$ the l('(n3
$ello2sh(p and (ts $unt(on (n the $ormat(on o$ do3ma- .hen =oll(n3er %+ Marh 9G9, 2rote
to Arh5(shop Sherr o$ Munhen7Fre(s(n3: ".e ha'e to do) (n the present d(strated state o$ the
Churh) 2(th a purel! h(stor(al 1uest(on) 2h(h) there$ore) must 5e handled and de(ded 5!
means onl! o$ those resoures 2h(h are at our ommand) and aord(n3 to the rules 2h(h
3o'ern e'er! h(stor(al (n1u(r!) e'er! man(pulat(on o$ th(n3s (n the past)"8 he o'erloo#ed the
$at that the Churh (s not a dead) 5ut a l('(n3 or3an(sm4 and he $a(led to reo3n(>e that '(3orous
l($e o$ $a(th 2h(h pulsates (n the Churh and 2h(h as a l('(n3 th(n3 annot 5e $ound (n dead
douments 5ut onl! (n the hearts o$ the $a(th$ul) (n the ompat $ello2sh(p o$ the $a(th un(ted
2(th pope and 5(shops- Suh 2as the tra3ed! o$ h(s (ntelletual de'elopment: he ould not see
the sur3(n3 l($e o$ the present he sa2 onl! the petr($(ed l($e o$ h(stor!-

The $ello2sh(p o$ pra!er and $a(th (s per$eted (n the $ello2sh(p o$ lo'e- Th(s lo'e (s lo'e
to2ards one another and $or one another4 (t (s the stron3 ons(ousness that 2e are 5ound to one
another (n prosper(t! and (n m(s$ortune) not merel! 5! natural 5onds) 5ut 5! a supernatural
#(nsh(p throu3h ommun(on (n the 0od! and 0lood o$ Chr(st) our Head- Th(s lo'e produes a
$eel(n3 o$ mutual respons(5(l(t! (n sorro2 and (n ;o!) a 2arm s!mpath!) a ma3nan(mous
3eneros(t!) an a5solute lo!alt! o$ ser'(e to others) as St- Paul so 5eaut($ull! dep(ts (t %9 Cor-
6(((,- Th(s lo'e (s that sol(dar(t! o$ Chr(st(an sent(ment 2h(h e'er $(rst en'(sa3es the 2hole and
omes 5a# to the (nd('(dual and to (tsel$ onl! $rom the 2hole4 2h(h 2(th deep re'erene o$
soul sees (n e'er! mem5er o$ Chr(st) e'en (n the least) a 5rother or s(ster o$ the Lord) !es) Chr(st
H(msel$- Th(s lo'e (s the most pre(ous $ru(t o$ the Commun(on o$ the Sa(nts on earth- It (s th(s
lo'e that 3('es to the e6ternal and '(s(5le or3an(sm o$ the 0od! o$ Chr(st) to papa! and
ep(sopa!) the '(tal (nsp(rat(on o$ Chr(st %see p- + $$-, and (t (s th(s alone that reates and
ma(nta(ns (ts (nner 2ealth- In truth and (n $at th(s lo'e (s there$ore the l($e5lood o$ the 0od! o$
Chr(st) 2h(h) 2ell(n3 $orth out o$ the heart o$ the <od7man) $lo2s throu3h the 2hole 0od! and
3('es (t $orm and stren3th and 5eaut!- .(thout th(s lo'e the 0od! o$ Chr(st on earth 2ould 5e a
r(3(d orpse) and all Churh ord(nanes and o$$(es) all saraments) all do3mas) all $a(th 2ould
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 5e stale and unpro$(ta5le) l(#e sound(n3 5rass or t(n#l(n3 !m5al)" or) (n the 2ords o$ St-
Au3ust(ne) mere "$orms o$ p(et!-" Moreo'er the (nner h(stor! o$ the 0od! o$ Chr(st) the ourse
o$ (ts (lls and d($$(ult(es) o$ (ts pro3ress and de'elopment) (s determ(ned 5! the s(ner(t!)
(n2ardness and $ert(l(t! o$ th(s lo'e- There (s no more per(lous r(s(s $or (t than 2hen (ts lo'e (s
(n ;eopard!- .hen (t an no lon3er 5e sa(d o$ the ma;or(t! o$ (ts mem5ers: "See ho2 these
Chr(st(ans lo'e one another?" then 2(ll 5e the most dan3erous r(s(s o$ all) that t(me 2hen) (n
our Lord@s 2ords) "the har(t! o$ man! shall 3ro2 old" %Matt- 66(') 9+, For there (s noth(n3 so
essent(all! al(en to the 0od! o$ Chr(st) noth(n3 so (n(m(al) as that (ts mem5ers should a5andon
the(r mutual lo'e- For Chr(st our Lord (s the (narnate re'elat(on o$ <od@s lo'e) nor (s the 0od!
o$ Chr(st an!th(n3 else 5ut the (mplant(n3 and 3ro2th o$ that same lo'e) (n all those 2ho are
(norporated (nto Chr(st- .here'er Chr(st(an(t! (s) there (s lo'e- Aord(n3 to St- Au3ust(ne@s
str(#(n3 sa!(n3) lo'e (s the mot('e 2e(3ht o$ the Chr(st(an 5e(n3-8G It an 5e man($ested
no2here else (n suh pur(t!) (n2ardness and po2er as (n Chr(st and H(s 0od!- And so the
de'elopment o$ the 0od! o$ Chr(st on earth (s harater(>ed 5! noth(n3 so pla(nl! as 5! the
3ro2th o$ th(s lo'e- All de'elopment o$ do3ma) o$ 2orsh(p) o$ 3o'ernment and o$ la2) (s

 pro$(ta5le to the 0od! o$ Chr(st onl! 5eause (t produes th(s 3ro2th o$ lo'e- And the 0od! o$
Chr(st 2(ll not 5e $ull! mature and per$et) unt(l lo'e) as the soul o$ all the '(rtues %$orma
'(rtutum,) has 5eome not merel! (n some mem5ers 5ut (n all) 5oth (n the shepherd and (n the
$lo#) the $undamental and dom(nant pr(n(ple o$ all l('(n3) su$$er(n3 and d!(n3- 0! no other
mar# shall men #no2 that the! are the d(s(ples o$ Chr(st than 5! th(s) that the! ha'e lo'e one to
another-

Commun(on o$ Sa(nts2hat a 3lad and 5lessed l(3ht (llum(nes (t? It (s the h(dden treasure) the
seret ;o! o$ the Cathol(- .hen he th(n#s on the Commun(on o$ Sa(nts h(s heart (s enlar3ed- He

 passes out o$ the sol(tar(ness o$ here and o$ there) o$ !esterda! and tomorro2) o$ "I" and "thou)"
and he (s en$olded (n an unspea#a5l! (nt(mate ommun(on o$ sp(r(t and o$ l($e) $ar surpass(n3 h(s
needs and dearest 2(shes) 2(th all those 3reat ones 2hom the 3rae o$ <od has $or3ed $rom the
re$rator! stu$$ o$ our human(t! and ra(sed to H(s he(3ht) to part((pat(on (n H(s 0e(n3- Here are
no l(m(tat(ons o$ spae and t(me- From out o$ the remote a3es o$ the past) $rom ('(l(>at(ons and
ountr(es o$ 2h(h the memor! (s no2 onl! $a(ntl! ehoed (n le3end) the sa(nts pass (nto h(s

 presene) and all h(m 5rother) and en$old h(m 2(th the(r lo'e- The Cathol( (s ne'er alone-
Chr(st) the Head) (s e'er 2(th h(m) and alon3 2(th Chr(st all the hol! mem5ers o$ H(s 0od! (n
hea'en and on earth- Streams o$ (n'(s(5le) m!ster(ous l($e $lo2 thene throu3h the Cathol(
$ello2sh(p) $ores o$ $ert(l(>(n3) 5ene$(ent lo'e) $ores o$ rene2al) o$ a !outh$ulness that (s e'er
$lo2er(n3 ane2- The! pass (nto the natural) '(s(5le $ores o$ the Cathol( $ello2sh(p) espe(all!
to pope and 5(shop) omplet(n3 and per$et(n3 them- He 2ho does not see and appre(ate these
$ores) annot $ull! understand and e6pound the nature and 2or#(n3 o$ Cathol((sm- And)
(ndeed) (t (s s(mple) h(ld7l(#e $a(th alone 2h(h pere('es these $ores4 and there$ore that $a(th
alone d(so'ers the road to sant(t!- For suh (s the pra!er o$ &esus: "I pra(se thee) O Father)
Lord o$ hea'en and earth) 5eause thou hast h(dden these th(n3s $rom the 2(se and prudent) and
hast re'ealed them to l(ttle ones- Yea) Father) $or so (t hath seemed 3ood (n the! s(3ht@ %L#- )
+9,-

EN=NOTES

#$ Propria maestas &ei suscitantis *Sermo XCVIII) .$

,$ 2eiler *p$ #>- ff$. distinguishes 6etween popular piety and the official theology of the Church) thus
maing the road easy for an ela6orate analysis in which he characteri(es popular de!otion to the saints as
!eiled polytheism$ But the alleged distinction 6etween Catholic theory and practice does not really e1ist)
since the de!out Catholic has recourse to the saints 6ecause of his !ery faith in 8od who is %wonderful in
his saints)% and 6ecause of his re!erence and awe 6efore the mystery of 8od$ So that popular de!otion to
the saints is in line with dogma and is utterly monotheistic in its character$ or does that de!otion) as it
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might appear from 2eiler9s presentation) comprise the whole of popular piety$ If the de!out Catholic turns
to the saints in special need) yet) for the ordinary and fundamental concerns of his soul) he practices after
the pattern of the saints and supported 6y their intercession an immediate intercourse of prayer with 8od)
especially in the reception of the sacraments and in the use of those pri!ate de!otions) such as de!otions
to the Blessed Sacrament and the Sacred 2eart) which culti!ate a direct child7lie relation with 8od$ It is
true that special needs may 6ecome manifold and freuent) and that de!otion to the saints may occupy
 what seems a disproportionate space in the religious life of this or that indi!idual$ Get the Church rightly
a!oids restricting in any way the satisfaction of these indi!idual religious needs) in order not to endanger
the freedom of religious mo!ement within the limits of dogmatic truth and so imperil the fertility of the
religious life$

-$ St$ Thomas Auinas) %Summa Theologica) Pars tertia)% D$ @XIII) A$ -: Sactamentales characteres nihil
aliud sunt uam uaedam participationes sacerdotii Christi a6 ipso Christo deti!atae$

;$ "1perimur orantes *In Cant$ XXXII) -.$

?$ Pope Pius X condemned the modernist proposition that %in definiendis !eritati6us ita colla6orant discens
et docens ecclesia) ut docenti ecclesiae nihil supersit nisi communes discentis opinationes sancire
*&ecree @amenta6ili) #+0<) n$ .$

$ See &ollinger on the Infalli6ility of the Pope$ A @etter addressed to the Arch6ishop of 5unich) @ondon)
#><#$ p$ #>$

<$ Pondus meum amor meus$ Conf$ XIII) +$

Chapter I: The Cathol((t! o$ the Churh

I !ecame all thin&s to all men, that I mi&ht save all (' or. ix, 22).

The Churh (s the K(n3dom o$ <od thorou3hl! lea'en(n3 all man#(nd (n slo2 5ut (rres(st(5le
 proess) the 0od! o$ Chr(st em5ra(n3 the 2hole o$ $allen human(t! (n a supra7personal un(t!-
There$ore o$ her nature she rests upon $a(th (n the d('(ne Redeemer) (n Chr(st- As the supra7

 personal un(t! o$ man#(nd reun(ted to <od she o5ta(ns (n Peter@s o$$(e the per$et e6press(on o$
th(s un(t! and (ts 3uarantee) 2h(le her (n2ard l($e) 2(th the lo'(n3 ommere 2h(h
harater(>es (t) (s real(>ed (n the Commun(on o$ Sa(nts- Suh (s the se1uene o$ thou3ht
de'eloped (n the pre'(ous Chapters-

The "notes)" or harater(st( mar#s o$ the Churh) $ollo2 d(retl! $rom her essent(al nature- Let
us (n'est(3ate $(rst her most outstand(n3 and most o5'(ous attr(5ute) that 2h(h (s meant 2hen
one spea#s o$ the "Cathol(" Churh: her athol((t!- I3nat(us o$ Ant(oh (s the $(rst 2(tness $or
th(s t(tle o$ "athol(" %Sm!rn- '((() +, and he (nd(ates at the same t(me the reason 2h! the
Churh must 5e athol() that (s to sa!) must ha'e an essent(al apt(tude $or propa3at(n3 (tsel$
o'er the 2hole earth %Kath holon, and em5ra(n3 all human(t!- ".here Chr(st (s)" he sa!s)
"there also (s the Cathol( Churh-" S(ne Chr(st ame to redeem all man#(nd) there$ore H(s
0od! (s essent(all! related to all man#(nd- The 2hole o$ redempt(on7need(n3 man#(nd (s

 potent(all! present (n (t- And so the Churh (s not omplete unt(l she has (n pro3ress('e proess
em5raed all man#(nd- Th(s trend to2ards the 2hole o$ man#(nd (s nat('e to her-

The Churh@s attrat('e po2er) her appeal to all men) has (ts soure (n the m(ss(onar! (n;unt(on
o$ the r(sen Chr(st: "<o !e and teah all nat(ons) 5apt(>(n3 them (n the name o$ the Father and o$
the Son and o$ the Hol! <host" %Matt- 66'((() 9J,- Th(s ommand represents (n the 5roadest
outl(ne the $undamental mot('es o$ our Lord@s <ospel o$ the K(n3dom- H(s K(n3dom o$ <od
had (n (t "$rom the start the tenden! to 5eome a un('ersal rel(3(on" %Holt>mann,- For (t (s a
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3reat sp(r(tual reat(on) that stands a5o'e all nat(onal (nterests or other 2orldl! ons(derat(ons)
and that (s o$ a purel! moral and rel(3(ous harater- Its 3($ts are $or3('eness o$ s(n and 3rae)
and (ts re1u(rements are those moral (mperat('es 2h(h appl! to all men and are set $orth (n the
Sermon on the Mount- The (t(>ens o$ th(s K(n3dom are the h(ldren o$ <od) and the! pra! (n
the Our Father to the ommon Father o$ all men- The preahers o$ th(s K(n3dom ha'e the(r
m(ss(on not onl! to the &e2s) 5ut also to the 2hole 2orld) $or the! are the salt o$ the earth and
the l(3ht o$ the 2orld- &esus H(msel$) (n H(s mess(an( ons(ousness) ta#es H(s stand a5o'e all
merel! nat(onal asp(rat(ons- He (s not merel! the Son o$ =a'(d) 5ut the Son o$ Man- He 5elon3s
to all men and not to the &e2s alone- E'en ($ He had not a$ter H(s Resurret(on e6pressl! 3('en
H(s apostles th(s 3reat m(ss(onar! (n;unt(on) !et (n '(e2 o$ the supra7nat(onal and
$undamentall! un('ersal a(m o$ H(s <ospel o$ the K(n3dom) 2e should ha'e to sa! at the 'er!
least that He d(spla!ed a potent(al un('ersal(sm- 0ut ($ 2e turn $rom H(s <ospel to the l('(n3
&esus H(msel$) ($ 2e rem(nd oursel'es o$ the open repu3nane and stron3 d(staste 2(th 2h(h
He r(t((>ed and re;eted all the aste pre;ud(e) narro2ness) pett(ness and pr(de o$ the
Phar(sees) ($ 2e th(n# o$ the 5oundless 3eneros(t! 2(th 2h(h He 2elomed e'er! trae o$
no5(l(t!) pur(t! and 3oodness 2h(h He enountered) thou3h (t 2ere (n pu5l(ans and s(nners)
and ($ $(nall! 2e o5ser'e that (n H(s para5les o$ the prod(3al son) o$ the Phar(see and pu5l(an)
and o$ the marr(a3e $east to 2h(h 5e33ars and the lame and 5l(nd are (n'(ted) the rad(ane o$
H(s redeem(n3 lo'e penetrates to the most 2rethed and $orsa#en orners o$ our human(t!: then
2e real(>e that (t (s a ps!holo3(al monstros(t! to sa! 2(th Hama# that "the <ent(le m(ss(on
annot ha'e la(n 2(th(n the hor(>on o$ &esus-89 It (s an (nontro'ert(5le $at that the m(ss(on to
the <ent(les not onl! la! 2(th(n the hor(>on o$ ontemporar! &uda(sm) 2here (t de3enerated (nto
a drear! prosel!t(sm %$- Matt- 66((() 9D,) 5ut that (t also 3a'e a spe(al olor to the prom(ses o$
the prophets- &esus l('ed and mo'ed (n the 2orld o$ the prophets- There$ore the(r hopese'en ($
2e (3nore H(s mess(an( ons(ousnessould not ha'e 5een un#no2n to H(m) and the(r sp(r(t
must ha'e had (ts e$$et upon H(s lar3e7hearted and l(5eral att(tude- And (n $at He ne'er
a'o(ded pa3ans 2hen the! ame to H(m- He healed the s(# dau3hter o$ the S!rophen((an
2oman %M#- '(() +, and the s(# ser'ant o$ the pa3an entur(on %Matt- '((() D $$-4 Lu#e '(() 9
$$-,- On 5oth oas(ons He does 2hat He does 2(th a heart! 3ood2(ll and und(s3u(sedl!
e6presses H(s appre(at(on o$ the(r d(spos(t(ons: "O 2oman) 3reat (s th! $a(th-" "Amen I sa! to
!ou) I ha'e not $ound so 3reat $a(th (n Israel- And I sa! to !ou that man! shall ome $rom the
east and the 2est and shall s(t do2n 2(th A5raham and Isaa and &ao5 (n the #(n3dom o$
hea'en" %Matt- '((() 9799,- Our Lord here e6pressl! on$(rms the prom(ses o$ the prophets (n
the(r $ull sope- The para5le o$ the <ood Samar(tan) 2h(h onta(ns a se'ere re5u#e to the &e2s)
teahes that prat(al har(t! 2as to 5e $ound rather amon3 the heret(al Samar(tans than amon3
the orthodo6 pr(ests and le'(tes- And 2e #no2 also that &esus $re1uentl! %Matt- '((() +4 B) +9,
entered heathen terr(tor!) and that there$ore He d(d not shun the heathen) 5ut rather sou3ht
ontat 2(th them- Yet ($) desp(te th(s $undamental $r(endl(ness to2ards the <ent(les) He
del(5eratel! on$(ned H(s o2n and H(s d(s(ples@ preah(n3 to the people o$ Israel) there 2ere
sound prat(al reasons $or that ourse- It 2as (mportant that the $ores at hand $or the preah(n3
o$ the <ospel should not 5e d(ss(pated) and the preahers had to ta#e aount o$ natural and
rel(3(ous $ats- O$ natural $ats) (n so $ar as the(r o2n people) 2(th the(r spe(al h(stor! and 2(th
the(r eth(o7rel(3(ous monothe(sm) pro'(ded the stron3est natural $oundat(on on 2h(h to 5u(ld
the K(n3dom o$ <od- O$ rel(3(ous $ats) (n so $ar as &esus) l(#e the prophets 5e$ore H(m and l(#e
Paul a$ter H(m) re3arded Israel as the hosen people 2ho) 5eause o$ the(r o'enant 2(th
&eho'ah) seemed to 5e espe(all! alled to deepen the $a(th 2h(h the! had arr(ed throu3h the
entur(es (nto $a(th (n the Tr(une <od- No dou5t 2e ma! here trae (n our Lord@s att(tude a stra(n
o$ nat(onal(sm- 0ut (t (s $ar $rom 5e(n3 an e6lus('e nat(onal(sm- It d(d not e6lude) 5ut
(nluded) the on'ers(on o$ the <ent(les- Israelas the prophets one('ed the matter2as to

 5e the $oundat(on and nuleus o$ the ne2 K(n3dom o$ <od) a K(n3dom 2h(h 2as to em5rae
all peoples and nat(ons) and there$ore also the <ent(les- So lon3 as the &e2(sh people had not
$or$e(ted th(s la(m) the! had an h(stor(al and rel(3(ous r(3ht that the K(n3dom) 3erm(nall!
onta(ned (n the 2hole o$ the(r a3e7lon3 de'elopment) should 5e $ul$(lled and ompleted (n
them-
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There$ore 2h(le &esus l('ed on the earth He 5elon3ed to H(s o2n people- From amon3 them He
alled the t2el'e apostles) (n order to $ash(on the ne2 Israel- And 2hen He had 5! H(s
Resurret(on pro'ed H(msel$ the "Son o$ <od (n po2er" %Rom- () , and as suh had 5(dden H(s
d(s(ples e'an3el(>e the 2hole 2orld) (t 2as $rom th(s &e2(sh sapl(n3 that the m(3ht! tree 3re2)
(n 2hose 5ranhes d2ell the 5(rds o$ the a(r- The athol((t! o$ the ne2 so(et!) 2h(h 2as to
em5rae all lan3ua3es and all men) 2as man($ested at the 'er! 5e3(nn(n3 (n the Penteostal
m(rale o$ ton3ues- The l($e o$ the !oun3 plant) (n (ts earl! da!s needed a protet('e sheath o$
&e2(sh ustom4 5ut th(s sheath 2as not a5le to h(nder or restr(t $urther de'elopment) and (t 2as
de(s('el! set as(de 5! St- Peter and St- Paul- St- Peter 2as the $(rst to adm(t a pa3an) the
entur(on Cornel(us) (nto the Chr(st(an ommun(t!4 and St- Paul) 5! h(s '(3orous reason(n3 as
muh as 5! h(s stron3 at(on) $(nall! demol(shed the 5arr(ers o$ &e2(sh le3al(sm and 3a'e
Chr(st(an(t! $ree ourse (nto the 2orld- The un('ersal harater) 2h(h (s (mpl((t (n our Lord@s

 preah(n3) 2as made e6pl((t 5! St- Peter and St- Paul- It has 5een ma(nta(ned reentl! that 5!
ma#(n3 Chr(st(an(t! o7term(nous 2(th the Churh) St- Paul 2as un$a(th$ul to our Lord@s
$undamental thou3ht-8+ 0ut that (s to o'erloo# the $at that St- Paul one('es the Churh) not
as one part(ular set) 5ut as a so(et! em5ra(n3 the 2hole o$ redeemed human(t!- The Churh
(s not an (nst(tut(on to 5e esta5l(shed 2(th(n human(t!) 2h(h $or that reason (ntrodues ne2
l(nes o$ d('(s(on and produes a set(onal or3an(>at(on and a sort o$ ne2 s!na3o3ue- On the
ontrar!) (t (s so 2orld72(de (n (ts nature that (t 5rea#s do2n all 5arr(ers and all d('(s(ons- It (s as

 5(3 and as 2(de as human(t! (tsel$-

Th(s 2orld72(de sp(r(t) rooted (n the preah(n3 o$ our Lord) has 5een ta#en o'er (n (ts $ull
 5readth and depth 5! the Cathol( Churh) and 5! her alone- The Churh (s not one so(et! or
one hurh alon3s(de man! others) nor (s she ;ust a hurh amon3 men4 she (s the hurh o$
men) the hurh o$ man#(nd- It (s th(s la(m that 3('es her at(on (ts perse'er(n3 determ(nat(on
and (ts 3randeur- The (nterests o$ the Churh ha'e ne'er 5een su5ord(nated to purel! nat(onal
(nterests) nor has the Churh e'er put hersel$ $or lon3 (n 5onda3e to an! state- Her mem5ers

 5elon3 to th(s or that nat(on) and nat(onal (nterests are 5ound to e6ert some (n$luene on the
Churh@s at(on- There ha'e e'en 5een t(mes 2hen the Churh seemed to 5e no more than a
handma(d o$ the <erman emperor or the Frenh #(n3- 0ut those 2ere onl! ep(sodes) onl! 5r(e$
and pass(n3 he#s (n her 2orld72(de m(ss(on- She had to $(3ht hard $or (t a3a(n and a3a(n) (n

 5(tter stru33les) 5ut she 2on $or hersel$ (n '(rtue o$ her m(ss(on to all man#(nd) her sp(r(tual
$reedom $rom pr(nes and peoples) and so seured the so'ere(3nt! o$ the K(n3dom o$ <od and
the (ndependene o$ Chr(st(an $a(th and morals- As suh a supra7nat(onal po2er 2h(h
assem5les all men and all peoples (n one K(n3dom o$ <od) she (s a5le) $ar more than an!
nat(onal or3an(>at(on) suh as the An3l(an) S2ed(sh) or Russ(an hurhes) to e'o#e the 5est that
l(es dormant (n the (nd('(dual peoples and to ma#e (t ser'(ea5le $or the propa3at(on o$ the
K(n3dom o$ <od- All peoples) eah 2(th the(r spe(al apt(tudes) are her h(ldren and all 5r(n3
the(r 3($ts (nto the santuar!- The elast((t!) $reshness o$ m(nd and sense o$ $orm o$ the Roman
om5(ne 2(th the penetrat(on) pro$und(t! and (n2ardness o$ the <erman) and 2(th the so5r(et!)
d(sret(on and 3ood sense o$ the An3lo7Sa6on- The p(et! and modest! o$ the Ch(naman un(te
2(th the su5tlet! and depth o$ the Ind(an) and 2(th the prat(al(t! and (n(t(at('e o$ the
Amer(an- It (s un(t! (n $ullness) $ullness (n un(t!-8* The (nd('(dual l($e o$ men and peoples 
the most pre(ous th(n3 (n the 2orld and un(1ue (n harater$lo2s 2(th (ts r(h and spar#l(n3
2aters (n all the (nnumera5le ourses and hannels du3 5! m(ss(onar(es (n $ar lands4 and those
ountless tr(5utar(es $lo2 (nto the Churh) and pur($(ed (n the Hol! Sp(r(t 5! (ts (n$all(5le
teah(n3) mer3e (nto a s(n3le m(3ht! stream) (nto one 3reat $lood 2h(h $lo2s throu3h all
human(t!) $ert(l(>(n3 and pur($!(n3 as (t 3oes- That (s the true onept(on o$ the Cathol( Churh-
It (s a 3reat) supra7nat(onal t(dal 2a'e o$ $a(th (n <od and lo'e o$ Chr(st) nour(shed and
supported 5! the spe(al po2ers o$ e'er! (nd('(dual nat(on and o$ e'er! (nd('(dual man) pur($(ed
and (nsp(red 5! the d('(ne sp(r(t o$ truth and lo'e-

Ho2 (s th(s athol((t! o$ the Churh real(>ed/ The (nternal athol((t! o$ the Churh) (ts
essent(al apt(tude $or the 2hole o$ man#(nd) (s o$ $undamental (mportane $or (ts 2orld7
on1uer(n3 po2er) (ts e6ternal athol((t!- Th(s (nternal athol((t! o$ the Churh (s 5ased upon
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t2o part(ular 1ual(t(es) and $(rst on a resolute a$$(rmat(on o$ the 2hole o$ re'elat(on (n all (ts
l('(n3 $ullness- nl(#e all non7athol( ommun(ons) the Churh a$$(rms) ompletel! and
ent(rel!) the 2hole o$ hol! Sr(pture) 5oth the Old Testament and the Ne2- She a$$(rms there$ore
not onl! the theolo3! o$ St- Paul) 5ut also the m!st((sm o$ St- &ohn) not onl! St- Matthe2@s
teah(n3 onern(n3 the Churh and dotr(nal author(t!) 5ut also the $a(th and 2or#s o$ St-
&ames and St- Peter- There (s no thou3ht (n hol! Sr(pture 2h(h (s $or her ant(1uated or
unseasona5le- Nor does she allo2 one truth to 5e o5sured or 3ar5led $or the 5ene$(t o$ another-
And 5! the s(de o$ hol! Sr(pture stands e6tra7sr(ptural Trad(t(on- The <ospel (tsel$ (s 5ased
upon oral teah(n3) upon the preah(n3 o$ Chr(st) o$ H(s d(s(ples and o$ that apostol(
suess(on o$ teahers 2h(h 5e3an 2(th the $(rst pup(ls o$ the apostles- There$ore the $ormat(on
(n the Chr(st(an ommun(t(es o$ a l('(n3 stream o$ trad(t(on 2as natural and (ne'(ta5le- The Ne2
Testament (s erta(nl! an (mportant e6press(on) 5ut (t (s 5! no means an e6haust('e e6press(on)
o$ th(s apostol( trad(t(on 2h(h $(lled and permeated the 2hole ons(ousness o$ the Churh-
Oral trad(t(on) the apostol( teah(n3 al('e and at('e (n the Chr(st(an ommun(t(es) that (s pr(or
to and more $undamental than the 0(5le- It attests the 0(5le) 5oth (n (ts (nsp(rat(on and (n (ts
anon- It (s more omprehens('e than the 0(5le) $or (t attests a mass o$ r(tual and rel(3(ous
usa3e) o$ ustoms and rules) 2h(h (s onl! sl(3htl! (nd(ated (n the 0(5le- And (t possesses a
1ual(t! 2h(h the 0(5le as a 2r(tten doument has not and annot ha'e) and 2h(h onst(tutes (ts

 pre7em(nent mer(t) namel!) that l('(n3 sp(r(t o$ re'elat(on) that '(tal(t! o$ re'ealed thou3ht) that
"(nst(nt o$ the $a(th" 2h(h stands 5eh(nd e'er! 2r(tten and un2r(tten 2ord) and 2h(h 2e all
the "m(nd o$ the Churh" %phronema e##les(ast(#on,- Th(s sp(r(t o$ re'elat(on l('es (n the l('(n3
hearts o$ the $a(th$ul) and (s 1u(#ened and promoted 5! the apostol( teah(n3 author(t! under
the 3u(dane o$ the Hol! <host- It (s the most 3enu(ne) pr(mar! and pre(ous her(ta3e $rom the

 preah(n3 o$ &esus and H(s apostles- It (s 5! means o$ th(s sp(r(t that re'elat(on a1u(res (ts
(n2ard un(t!) (ts (nter7onnet(on and (ts ult(mate mean(n3- No2) 5eause the Churh aepts as
re'elat(on the 2hole o$ hol! Sr(pture and the 2hole o$ that e6tra7sr(ptural Trad(t(on 2h(h has
ome do2n $rom the teah(n3 o$ Chr(st and H(s apostles) 2(thout restr(t(n3 hersel$ to part(ular
re'ealed thou3hts) suh as the not(on o$ the Fatherhood o$ <od or o$ the erta(nt! o$
$or3('eness) and 5eause the Churh aepts and a$$(rms that $ull Chr(st(an l($e and e6per(ene
2h(h or(3(nated (n Chr(st and 2as 5! the apostles on'e!ed to man#(nd) there$ore she (s a5le
out o$ her a5undane to 5e someth(n3 $or all men and to 3('e someth(n3 to all men- She (s

 5eome "all th(n3s to all men-" L(#e St- Paul at Cor(nth) she 3('es the "l(ttle ones (n Chr(st" m(l#
and not meat) $or the! "are not !et a5le" $or meat- To those 2ho are not !et del(ate enou3h o$
hear(n3 and perept(on to appre(ate the pro$ound sp(r(tual(t! and del(ate (n2ard po2er o$ the
Chr(st(an messa3e) and to understand the "l(5ert! o$ the h(ldren o$ <od)" those 2ho are not
read! $or St- Au3ust(ne@s rule) "Lo'e and do 2hat !ou 2(ll)" the Churh (n her sermons and
(nstrut(ons (nd(ates the stern ommandments o$ the =ealo3ue) (ns(sts upon the o5l(3at(ons o$
Chr(st(an moral(t! and holds up the a2$ul ma;est! o$ that &ud3e 2ho ondemns to e'erlast(n3
$(re all those 2ho $a(l (n mer! and (n lo'e- I$ lo'e o$ <od annot ah(e'e (t) at least $ear o$ H(s

 ;ust(e 2(ll del('er them $rom the(r earthl(ness and sel$7see#(n3 and 3('e them a sp(r(tual l($e
 5ased on a $ear o$ <od 2h(h $or all (ts (mper$et(on (s !et supernatural And 2hen souls are
al('e to her 'o(e and an understand her dotr(ne o$ (n2ardness and lo'e) then she allures them

 5! the s2eetest methods) 5! the M!ster! o$ the Ta5ernale) 5! de'ot(on to the Sared Heart) 5!
the Stat(ons o$ the Cross and 5! her Rosar!- Thus she leads the s(mplest and rudest o$ souls to a
he(3ht o$ sp(r(tual l($e 2here(n the r! "A55a) Father?" (s e6per(ened (n (ts $ull mean(n3) to the
he(3hts 2here St- Paul and St- &ohn a5(de- And (t ma! happen that a man (s so penetrated 2(th
lo'e o$ Chr(st and >eal $or H(s K(n3dom that h(s soul (s st(rred to (ts depths 5! those 2ords o$
the <ospel: "I$ thou 2(lt 5e per$et) 3o sell 2hat thou hast and 3('e to the poor4 and ome)
$ollo2 me" %Matt- 6(6) +9,- Then deserts and 3reat (t(es al(#e are peopled 2(th herm(ts and
mon#s- There (s no sta3e o$ rel(3(ous de'elopment 2h(h the omprehens('e (n$luene o$ the
Churh annot 3r(p and mould- It (s (mposs(5le to desr(5e the (n$(n(te 'ar(et! o$ $orms (n 2h(h
the rel(3(ous and moral l($e o$ Cathol(s (s e6pressed- In th(s re3(on 'ar(et! (s the rule and an
unrestr(ted $reedom the dom(nant la2 o$ Cathol( p(et!-
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Yet) ho2e'er 'ar(ous these e6press(ons ma! 5e) the! ha'e all sprun3 (n the(r $undamental $orms
$rom the l('(n3 trad(t(on) $rom that a5undane and 'ar(et! o$ l($e 2h(h (s our (nher(tane (n
Sr(pture and Trad(t(on- For here) (n Sr(pture and Trad(t(on) !es (n Sr(pture alone and e'en (n
St- &ohn and St- Paul alone) 2e ha'e not merel! the sp(r(tual) 5ut the sens(5le also) thou3h (t 5e
the sens(5le trans$(3ured (nto the sp(r(tual- .e ha'e not onl! erta(nt! o$ $or3('eness) 5ut also
the se'ere (mperat('e) the ommandments and the dotr(ne o$ mer(t- .e ha'e not onl! personal
sp(r(tual e6per(ene) 5ut also ser'(e o$ the ommun(t! and o$$((al author(t!- And a5o'e all 2e
ha'e m!st((sm4 $or 2here'er there (s 3enu(ne rel(3(on) there !ou must ha'e m!st((sm- The
$undamental $orms o$ Cathol((sm ma! 5e determ(ned 2(thout d($$(ult! or d(alet( $rom the
Sr(ptures and e'en $rom St- Paul alone- For re'elat(on does not ons(st merel! (n th(s or that
(nsp(r(n3 (dea- On the ontrar!) (t (s or(3(nal) omprehens('e) m(3ht! l($e- It (s someth(n3 hol!
and 5ut hal$7e6pressed) "a real(t!) 2h(h (s $ru(t$ul (n resoures4 a depth) 2h(h e6tends (nto
m!ster!-"8

So the $ullness o$ Cathol((sm 2ells out o$ the $ullness o$ the re'elat(on o$ the Old and Ne2
Testaments) out o$ the $ullness o$ Sr(pture and Trad(t(on- 0ut (t (s a $ullness (n un(t!) $or (t (s
an(mated 5! one sp(r(t and 5! one soul- The l($e o$ Cathol((sm 3ro2s) 5ut (t does not out3ro2
(tsel$- The Churh has ad'aned) past all hes(tat(ons and re'erses) "t(ll the 2hole truth @sel$7

 5alaned on (ts enter hun3@-"8D

There are) (ndeed) apparent d(stur5anes o$ th(s (n2ard e1u(po(se) espe(all! 2hen heres(es ha'e
ar(sen and ompelled the Churh to 2(thdra2 a truth 2h(h has 5een a5used or to emphas(>e
another 2h(h has 5een den(ed- 0ut a mere att(tude o$ anta3on(sm to heres!) 2hether (t 5e to
<nost((sm) Ar(an(sm) Lutheran(sm or Modern(sm) (s not the proper att(tude o$ Cathol((sm-

Suh an att(tude) on the ontrar!) (s the reature o$ (ts t(me and represents a temporar! sh($t(n3
o$ the 5alane (n order to meet and d(som$(t heres!- And Cathol((sm d(spla!s (ts '(tal(t!) (ts
(nner un(t! and truth) most learl! (n the $at that (t al2a!s ult(matel! re3a(ns (ts 5alane) a$ter
suh temporar! d(stur5anes) thou3h (t ma! ta#e (t entur(es to do so- The stron3 $ore 2h(h
3('es (t 5a# (ts (nner e1u(po(se (s the '(tal sp(r(t o$ re'elat(on transm(tted (n (ts teah(n3
author(t!) or) more pro$oundl!) the Hol! Sp(r(t l('(n3 (n (t- The Hol! Sp(r(t 3('es that seret
ener3! 2h(h (n$uses ne2 l($e (nto the 2ea#ened parts o$ the or3an(sm and repa(rs all unnatural
d(sloat(ons (n the 0od! o$ Chr(st- It ould 5e sho2n (n deta(l ho2 Cathol((sm has somet(mes
repelled and re;eted outr(3ht an heret(al pos(t(on 2(th all (ts (mpl(at(ons) reasons and
onse1uenes (n order to pre'ent an! ontam(nat(on o$ re'ealed truth) and then) 2hen the
dan3er o$ suh ontam(nat(on 2as past) has ta#en o'er those elements o$ truth 2h(h heres! had
3rasped 5ut 2ron3l! emphas(>ed) and mold(n3 them (nto harmon! 2(th the 2hole o$ re'elat(on)
has ons(ousl! 5u(lt them (nto her teah(n3 and ma(nta(ned them- The Churh alone) sa!s
Card(nal Ne2man) "has sueeded (n thus re;et(n3 e'(l 2(thout sar($((n3 the 3ood) and (n
hold(n3 to3ether (n one th(n3s 2h(h (n all other shools are (nompat(5le-"8 It (s the sp(r(t o$
re'elat(on l('(n3 (n the Churh) the '(tal(t! and ons(sten! o$ Cathol( thou3ht) that "at('e
trad(t(on)" as the shool men all (t) 2h(h pre'ents an! (n;ur! to the Cathol( 2hole and e'er
restores (ts mass('e un(t! and (n2ard harmon!-8G It (s the same l('(n3 sp(r(t o$ re'elat(on)
man($ested (n the teah(n3 author(t!) 2h(h 3('es the Churh (ts $le6(5(l(t! and po2er o$
e6pans(on) and ena5les (t to adapt (tsel$ to e'er! a3e) to e'er! ('(l(>at(on) and to e'er! mental
outloo#- It (s (ndeed the propell(n3 and pro3ress('e pr(n(ple (n Cathol((sm- All other Chr(st(an

 5od(es) (n so $ar as the! ha'e ma(nta(ned a pos(t('e 5el(e$) ha'e attahed themsel'es to a $(6ed
and r(3(d pr(n(ple- In Lutheran(sm and Cal'(n(sm (t (s the letter o$ the 0(5le4 (n the sh(smat(al
hurhes o$ the East (t (s the 0(5le and "pass('e" trad(t(on) that (s to sa!) the trad(t(on o$ the
an(ent Fathers and most an(ent Coun(ls- There$ore these hurhes are (n dan3er o$ treat(n3
re'elat(on as so muh dead ap(tal) as a store o$ 3old 2h(h must 5e passed on to $uture
3enerat(ons (n a merel! e6ternal $ash(on) and o$ o'erloo#(n3 the '(tal ener3(es that l(e (n the
re'elat(on and 2or# $or the $urther de'elopment o$ (ts 3erm(nal ontent- To th(s dan3er o$

 petr($at(on and oss($(at(on the Orthodo6 Churh has suum5ed- Or there (s the oppos(te
dan3er) that (n an e$$ort to aommodate rel(3(on to modern needs and re1u(rements) (ts (nner
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onnet(on 2(th re'elat(on (s sar($(ed) and an ent(rel! no'el Chr(st(an(t!) the rel(3(on o$
<erman (deal(sm) or 2hat !ou 2(ll) (s summoned (nto l($e- Th(s (s the dan3er that menaes
Protestant(sm- 0ut Cathol((sm (s sa$e $rom 5oth poss(5(l(t(es- The '(tal(t! o$ the sp(r(t 2h(h
(nsp(res her teah(n3 author(t! (s man($ested onstantl! (n th(s) that at(n3 as a l('(n3 po2er (t
la!s hold o$ the re'elat(on enshr(ned (n Sr(pture and pass('e Trad(t(on) and d(sloses as (t
ad'anes the $ru(t$ul ener3(es that the! onta(n- In the Cathol( Churh alone ma! 2e d(sern an
or3an( 3ro2th (n the ons(ousness o$ the $a(th- There (s no petr($at(on here4 !et there (s on the
other hand noth(n3 errat( or a5rupt) 5ut an or3an( de'elopment- Thus the Churh has a
messa3e $or the men o$ e'er! a3e- For the do3mat( de'elopment (s no $ortu(tous one) 5ut
orresponds to the needs and pro5lems o$ the ontemporar! Churh- S(ne the! 2ho 5ear the
sp(r(t o$ the re'elat(on are themsel'es l('(n3 men and l('(n3 mem5ers o$ the 5od! o$ the $a(th$ul)
the! are (n onstant s!mpath! 2(th the 1uest(ons and needs o$ the "learn(n3 Churh)" o$ the
ommun(t! o$ the $a(th$ul- The! are a5le to 5r(n3 re'ealed truth (nto onnet(on 2(th those
needs and 1uest(ons) and $rom (ts store to pro'(de those ans2ers $or 2h(h the $a(th$ul loo#- So
there (s a onstant mo'ement (n the e6pos(t(on o$ the $a(th) and a ont(nual d(spensat(on o$ the
store o$ re'elat(on $or the 5ene$(t o$ hun3r! souls- The re'elat(on does not 3ro2 old) 5ut rema(ns
e'er ne2 and $ull o$ l($e- It (s t(meless) ( t (s (mmed(ate present) thou3h entur! sueed entur!-

 Not to lose the thread o$ the ar3ument) let us summar(>e 2hat has 5een sa(d- .e ha'e la(d (t
do2n that the e6ternal athol((t! o$ the Churh) her 2orld7on1uer(n3 po2er) rests upon her
(nternal athol((t!- And 2e ha'e po(nted out that the $(rst element (n th(s (nternal athol((t! (s a
omprehens('e a$$(rmat(on o$ the 2hole o$ re'elat(on) and a '(tal(>(n3 o$ th(s re'elat(on 5! that
l('(n3 sp(r(t o$ re'elat(on 2h(h res(des (n the teah(n3 author(t! o$ the Churh-

The seond element (n her (nternal athol((t! (s her omprehens('e a$$(rmat(on o$ the 2hole
man) o$ human nature (n (ts ompleteness) o$ the 5od! as 2ell as the soul) o$ the senses as 2ell
as the (ntellet- The m(ss(on o$ the Churh (s to the ent(re man- Aord(n3 to the teah(n3 o$ the
Churhas that 2as $ormulated at Trent a3a(nst the Lutheran onept(onor(3(nal s(n 5! no
means destro!ed the natural struture o$ man@s 5e(n3) nor (s (t s!non!mous 2(th 2hat St- Paul
alls the la2 o$ our mem5ers) that (s 2(th onup(sene- It (s true that the understand(n3 (s
dar#ened 5! (t and the 2(ll 2ea#ened4 5ut these e$$ets are not the d(ret and (mmed(ate
onse1uenes o$ or(3(nal s(n- The! are the d(ret results o$ the loss o$ our or(3(nal) supernatural
un(on o$ l($e and lo'e 2(th <od) 2here5! 2e 2ere (n our 2hole 5e(n3 d('erted $rom our
or(3(nal) supernatural end- Conse1uentl! the natural struture o$ our 5e(n3 rema(ns
$undamentall! un(mpa(red- Thou3h or(3(nal s(n 5rou3ht a 2ea#en(n3 o$ nature) (t d(d not 5r(n3
as 2ell a ph!s(al deter(orat(on or orrupt(on o$ our 5od(l! and mental po2ers-

So the Churh) start(n3 $rom th(s 5as(s) (s a5le to enl(st man@s ent(re nature) h(s 5od! and (ts
sens(t('e l($e) h(s reason and h(s 2(ll) (n the ser'(e o$ the K(n3dom o$ <od- S(ne man@s nature
(s not essent(all! dama3ed (n (ts natural po2ers) 5ut onl! 5! d('ers(on $rom (ts supernatural end)
that (s to sa! 5! a $alse or(entat(on) there$ore so soon as th(s $alse or(entat(on (s mended and man
(s replaed 5! 5apt(sm (n h(s or(3(nal) l('(n3 un(on 2(th <od) that nature an 5e 3r(pped (n all (ts

 po2ers 5! the Churh@s preah(n3- The Churh as the 0od! o$ Chr(st la!s hold o$ all that (s o$
<od) and there$ore o$ man@s 5od!) h(s senses and h(s pass(ons) ;ust as muh as o$ h(s (ntellet
and 2(ll- And (n redeem(n3 h(s 5od! and senses and pass(ons 5! sant($!(n3 3rae $rom the(r
earthl(ness and sel$(shness and rela(m(n3 them $or <od) she not onl! 2(ns them 5a# $or H(s
K(n3dom) 5ut also enno5les and deepens them- So the Churh destro!s man@s old earthl!
struture to (ts $oundat(ons) 5ut she ta#es o'er the old stones $or the ne2 5u(ld(n3 and 3('es
them $or the $(rst t(me the(r true pos(t(ons) the(r proper mean(n3) the(r $ull 5eaut! and the(r 3lor!-
There$ore the onept(on o$ nature) so $ar $rom 5e(n3 destro!ed 5! Cathol((sm) (s enormousl!
deepened- As man ame $rom the hand o$ <od) (n the 5eaut! o$ h(s 5od!) (n the ardor o$ h(s
sense l($e) (n the storm and stress o$ h(s pass(ons) 2(th #een (ntellet and m(3ht! 2(ll) e'en so
does the Churh a$$(rm h(m and e'en so 2ould she ha'e h(m 5e- She 2ould mould th(s man o$
ardent) storm! pass(ons and lear7s(3hted stren3th so that he ma! 5elon3 to <od) and that he
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ma! 5! un(on 2(th the or(3(nal 5as(s o$ h(s l($e 5r(n3 all the 3reatness and the 3lor! o$ h(s
natural 3($ts (nto (n2ard harmon! and per$et(on-

Hene t2o $urther elements (n that athol((t! 2h(h 3('es the Churh her omprehens('e po2er
o$ attrat(on- The $(rst o$ these (s that she lo'es and understands man@s nature) h(s 5od(l! and
sens(t('e struture) as 2ell as h(s mental po2ers- In aute and prolon3ed on$l(ts 2(th <nost(s)
Man(heans) Al5(3enses) 0o3om(l() and other s(m(lar sets) she has 3uarded the r(3hts and the
d(3n(t! o$ the human 5od!) and (n part(ular the r(3hts and d(3n(t! o$ marr(a3e- She does not
re3ard the 5od! as a "3arment o$ shame)" 5ut as a hol! and pre(ous reat(on o$ <od- And she
teahes that th(s 3($t (s so pre(ous and so neessar! $or man) that the 5od! that (s d(ssol'ed (n
death 2(ll one da! 5e ra(sed a3a(n 5! <od) to 5e the m(n(ster(n3 or3an o$ the (mmortal soul-
There$ore the Churh lo'es th(s 5od! so related to <od) and (nsp(res her art(sts to represent) (n
(ts no5(l(t! and 5eaut!) the unspea#a5le 5eaut! o$ d('(n(t! and hol(ness- She adorns the
hum5lest '(lla3e hurhes 2(th (ma3es o$ our Lord and our Lad! and the sa(nts) (n order to ra(se
her h(ldren 5! '(s(5le th(n3s to th(n3s (n'(s(5le) $rom the 5eaut! o$ th(s earth to the 5eaut! o$
hea'en- Art (s nat('e to Cathol((sm) s(ne re'erene $or the 5od! and $or nature (s nat('e to (t-

Th(s re'erene $or the 5od! leads the Churh $urther to a are$ul ons(derat(on $or man@s
sens(5le needs- S(ne 2e are not pure sp(r(ts) 5ut sp(r(ts enmeshed (n 5od!) 2e 3rasp sp(r(tual
th(n3s 5! means o$ th(n3s '(s(5le and sens(5le- Hene the 2hole saramental s!stem o$
Chr(st(an(t! and the Churh- Our Lord H(msel$ su5m(tted to 5apt(sm- He has 3ranted us
ommun(on (n H(s 0od! and 0lood 5! the '(s(5le s(3ns o$ 5read and 2(ne) and (n other 2a!s
on;o(ned sp(r(tual 5less(n3 2(th sens(5le means- He 5ade H(s d(s(ples ano(nt the s(# 2(th o(l)
He ne'er ate 5read 2(thout $(rst 5less(n3 (t) He ne'er d(sm(ssed a h(ld 2(thout la!(n3 H(s hand
upon (t- E'en so) the Churh ;o(ns her sp(r(tual 5ene$(ts to sens(5le s(3ns- 0es(des the
saraments she emplo!s the saramentals- In d(st(nt(on $rom the saraments) the! rest upon
eles(ast(al ord(nane and not upon the (nst(tut(on o$ Chr(st- The(r e$$(a! (s not der('ed
there$ore $rom a pos(t('e at o$ our Lord@s 2(ll) 5ut $rom the (nteress(on o$ the 2hole Churh
and $rom the(r de'out emplo!ment- The! are suppl(at(ons $or 5less(n3 and 3rae made 5! the
$a(th$ul and 5! the 2hole Churh) and o5;et('el! man($ested (n '(s(5le s(3ns- .hen the
Cathol( uses Hol! .ater) or ma#es the s(3n o$ the Cross on the $orehead o$ one he lo'es) or
$(6es on h(s 2all 5lessed palms and 5lessed $lo2ers) h(s at(on s(3n($(es a de'out ommun(on
2(th the (nteressor! pra!er o$ the 2hole Churh) that <od ma! help h(m (n all h(s needs- Eah
and e'er! element o$ h(s mundane l($e) $rom marr(a3e r(n3 and 5r(dal 5ed do2n to the 5lessed
salt 2h(h he 3('es to a s(# 5east) (s dra2n 5! the 5less(n3 o$ the Churh (nto a supernatural
relat(on 2(th <od- 0! th(s means the 2hole at('(t! o$ the Cathol( (n all (ts aspets (s d(reted
to2ards hea'en5! '(s(5le th(n3s to th(n3s (n'(s(5le- It (s true that a5uses are poss(5le and that
the saramentals ma! 5e de3raded (nto ma3(al harms- 0ut 2here'er there are men there 2(ll

 5e a5uses) nor should 2e ;ud3e a 3ood th(n3 5! (ts a5use) 5ut ontrar(2(se- In ele'at(n3 men 5!
these sens(5le means to appre(ate the supra7sens(5le) the Churh o5ta(ns rel(3(ous (n$luene
o'er those 2hose m(nds are as !et 2holl! (mmersed (n the th(n3s o$ sense- She (s a5le to 5r(n3 a
ra! o$ d('(n(t! and hol(ness e'en (nto the(r small and poor l('es- So she (s not onl! the Churh
o$ the nat(ons) she (s the Churh o$ the people-

As the Churh a$$(rms man@s sens(5le nature) so does she also a$$(rm and la! hold o$ h(s sp(r(tual
nature) and espe(all! human reason- She a(ms del(5eratel! at on1uer(n3 the 2orld o$ the m(nd-
Her 2hole theolo3!) $rom the apolo3(sts and the shools o$ Ale6andr(a and Ant(oh throu3h
earl! and late Sholast((sm do2n to our o2n da!) (s dom(nated 5! on$(dene (n the
(llum(nat(n3 po2er o$ reason- Her onept(on o$ $a(th presupposes that human reason an o$
(tsel$ reo3n(>e the so7alled "praeam5ula $(de()" (-e- the sp(r(tual(t! o$ the human soul and the
e6(stene o$ <odreal(t(es 2h(h transend sens(5le e6per(eneand that reason an esta5l(sh
the red(5(l(t! o$ re'elat(on on h(stor(al and ph(losoph(al 3rounds- The supernatural ert(tude
o$ $a(th (s the 3($t o$ <od) 5ut (n so $ar as (t (s 5u(lt upon these rat(onal presuppos(t(ons)

 ph(losoph! 5eomes the handma(d o$ $a(th %an(lla $(de(,- The Churh does not (n th(s propose
to (nter$ere (n an! 2a! 2(th the (ndependene o$ the pro$ane s(enes (n the(r o2n proper
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sphere- Indeed) the Bat(an Coun(l e6pressl! renounes an! suh (ntent(on %Sess- III) ap- ,-
.hat she 2(shes to esta5l(sh (s the $at that human reason) 2h(le rema(n(n3 true to (tsel$) an 5!
(ts o2n pr(n(ples ad'ane to a po(nt 2here <od 5eomes '(s(5le as the $undamental 5as(s and
ult(mate mean(n3 o$ all real(t!) and 2here #no2led3e passes o'er (nto $a(th) ph(losoph! (nto
theolo3!- .hene'er men ha'e dou5ted or den(ed the apa(t! o$ the human m(nd to transend
the l(m(ts o$ e6per(ene) 2hene'er the! ha'e attempted to paral!>e or #(ll man@s pro$ound
!earn(n3 $or a5solute truth) then the Churh has ome $or2ard (n de$ense o$ reason) 2hether
a3a(nst A'erroes and Luther or a3a(nst Kant- And the more our o2n a3e 5eomes 2ear! o$
su5;et('e (deal(sm and see#s to red(so'er the o5;et('e 2orld) the more 3rate$ul 2(ll (t 5e to
Pope P(us  that (n h(s muh a5used ant(7modern(st En!l(al "Pasend(" he denouned all

 pos(t('(sm) pra3mat(sm and phenomenal(sm and de$ended the po2er o$ reason to transend and
surpass e6per(ene) thus e6or(s(n3 those t2(n 5u35ears o$ sol(ps(sm and s#ept((sm 2h(h
menae all #no2led3e- The athol((t! o$ the Churh (s man($ested not least (n th(s) that she
does not allo2 #no2led3e and $a(th to 5e separated and set (n an unhealth! anta3on(sm) 5ut
on;o(ns them (n (nt(mate harmon!) ma#(n3 #no2led3e aess(5le to $a(th and $a(th to
#no2led3e- Her 3reatest m(nds) Or(3en) Au3ust(ne) A1u(nas and Ne2man) made (t the(r l($e@s
tas# to esta5l(sh th(s s!nthes(s o$ $a(th and #no2led3e- Nor do the theolo3(ans o$ our o2n da!
#no2 o$ an! more (mportant tas# than that o$ ma#(n3 modern #no2led3e $ru(t$ul $or the $a(th-
Cathol((sm la!s (ts hand on e'er! 5ranh o$ #no2led3e) see#(n3 e'er!2here the 3olden 3ra(ns
o$ truth) that (t ma! adorn (ts santuar! 2(th them-

.e ha'e desr(5ed the $(rst onse1uene 2h(h $ollo2s $rom the h(3h 'alue 2h(h the Churh
sets upon our human nature and (nd(ated (ts relat(on to her 2orld72(de (n$luene- The seond
onse1uene shall 5e treated 'er! 5r(e$l!- It (s her de$(n(tel! a$$(rmat('e att(tude to2ards all that
(s natural) 3enu(ne and (norrupt (n the pre7Chr(st(an and non7Chr(st(an 2orld- So $ar as

 pa3an(sm (s 3enu(ne pa3an(sm) that (s to sa!) re'olt $rom the l('(n3 <od) sel$7de($(at(on or the
de($(at(on o$ nature) (t has no more resolute $oe than Cathol((sm- 0ut there (s more (n

 pa3an(sm than re'olt- There 5rea# $orth e'en (n pa3an(sm) $rom out o$ the unorrupted soures
o$ human nature) no5le and pure (mpulses) thou3hts and resol'es) not onl! (n ph(losoph! and
art) 5ut also (n rel(3(on and moral(t!- The seeds o$ truth) as the Fathers onstantl! delare) are to

 5e $ound e'er!2here) amon3 Romans as amon3 <ree#s) amon3 Ind(ans as amon3 Ne3roes-
.hat 2e ha'e to do (s to $ree these seeds $rom the non7Chr(st(an 3ro2th that ho#es them and
to redeem them $or the K(n3dom o$ <od- The Churh (s pursu(n3 th(s tas# o$ pur($(at(on and
redempt(on 2hen she ta#es the 2(sdom o$ the pa3an ph(losophers) o$ Plato) or Ar(stotle) or
Plot(nus) or the Sto(s) and ma#es (t m(n(ster to the Inarnate .ord- She does not hes(tate e'en
to ta#e o'er pa3an r(tual and pa3an s!m5ols) 2hene'er suh th(n3s an 5e Chr(st(an(>ed and
re$ormed- Th(s (s not 2ea#ness) or unpr(n(pled aommodat(on) 5ut prat(al athol((sm- It (s
a d(ret onse1uene o$ that $undamental Cathol( on'(t(on that e'er! 3enu(ne 'alue)
e'er!th(n3 that omes $rom pure and unorrupted nature) 5elon3s to <od and has (t(>en r(3hts
(n H(s K(n3dom- There$ore the Churh sets up no 5arr(er a3a(nst non7Chr(st(an ulture) and no

 5arr(er a3a(nst ant(1u(t!- She sets up her 5arr(er onl! a3a(nst s(n- It 2as her lo'(n3 hand that
 preser'ed $or us man! o$ the treasures o$ ant(1u(t! 2hen the an(ent 2orld ollapsed under the
assault o$ the <erman( peoples- And 2ere those same treasures and the 2hole sp(r(tual
ah(e'ement o$ ant(1u(t! to 5e (n dan3er) (n our o2n t(me) o$ 5e(n3 $r(ttered a2a! and
s1uandered 5! modem 'andals (n the(r 3reed $or 3old) and 2ere some $r(3(d (nst(nt $or the

 prat(al and use$ul) $or the (dols o$ our t(me) to depr('e men o$ s!mpathet( $eel(n3 $or the
sp(r(t o$ ant(1u(t! and to destro! our human(st (nst(tut(ons) then the Churh 2ould stand $orth
one a3a(n) as she d(d (n the M(ddle A3es) and ta#(n3 the "3old o$ the E3!pt(ans" hand (t on to
her sons and dau3hters-

Suh (s Cathol((sm: an a$$(rmat(on o$ 'alues alon3 the 2hole l(ne) a most omprehens('e and
no5lest aess(5(l(t! to all 3ood)8 a un(on o$ nature 2(th 3rae) o$ art 2(th rel(3(on) o$
#no2led3e 2(th $a(th) "so that <od ma! 5e all (n all-" Let others 5e "e'er hunt(n3 $or a $a5ulous

 pr(m(t('e s(mpl((t!4 2e repose (n Cathol( $ulness-"8J Cathol((sm #no2s no other 2ath2ord
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than the sentene o$ St- Paul: "I 5eame all th(n3s to all men that I m(3ht sa'e all- And I do all
th(n3s $or the 3ospel@s sa#e" %9 Cor- (6) ++7+*,-

EN=NOTES

#$ %&ie 5ission und Aus6reitung des Christentums in den ersten - Eahrh$)% #+# Vol$ I) p$ -+) ote -$ "ng$
tr$) Eas$ 5offatt: %The 5ission and "1pansion of Christianity in the First Three Centuries)% ,nd ed$) @ondon)
#+0> Vol$ I) page ->) note #$

,$ 'atten6usch) op$ cit$) p$ -?#$

-$ St$ Augustine emphasi(es this unity in fullness: Corpus ipsius u6i acetH $ $ $ "1tende caritatem per
totum or6em) si !is Christum amare) uia mem6ra Christi per or6em acent *In$ "p$ Eoann$ Tr$ X) >.$ The
Catholic may proudly claim: "go in omni6us linguis sum: mea est 8raeca) mea est Syra) mea est
2e6raea) mea est omnium gentium) uia in unitate sum omnium gentium *"n$ in Ps$ CX@VII) #+.$

;$ Cardinal ewman) %4ni!ersity Sermons)% XV *#><,) p$ -#>$.

?$ i6id$) p$ -#<$

$ %&e!elopment of Christian &octrine)% VI) , *#>;) p$ -?,.

<$ St$ Augustine repeatedly speas of the importance of heresies in the de!elopment of the Church9s
teaching$ Plurimum prosunt) non !erum docendo) uod nesciunt) sed ad !erum uaerendum carnales et
ad !erum aperiendum spiritales catholicos e1citando$ *&e !era religione) VIII) #?$. Impro6atio uippe
haereticorum facit eminere) uid ecclesia tua sentiat et uid ha6eat sana doctrina$ =portuit enim et
haereses esse) ut pro6ati manifesti fierent inter infirmos *Confess$ VII) #+) ,>.$

>$ F$ !on 2ugel *The 5ystical "lement in 3eligion) II ##>. speas of the %all7welcoming% spirit of
Catholicism$

+$ Cardinal ewman) %"ssays Critical and 2istorical)% Vol$ II) "ssay XI *#><-) p$ ,--.$

Chapter : The Churh Neessar! $or Sal'at(on

 nd if he will not hear the hurch, let him !e to thee as the heathen and #u!lican
(Mt. xviii, ').

The Cathol( Churh as the 0od! o$ Chr(st) as the real(>at(on (n the 2orld o$ the K(n3dom o$
<od) (s the Churh o$ Human(t!- O$ her essent(al nature she a(ms at the (norporat(on o$ the
men o$ all t(mes and all plaes (n the one 0od! o$ Chr(st- Hene (ne'(ta5l! her e6ternal and
(nternal athol((t!) her aess(5(l(t! and omprehens('eness- And hene also her e6lus('eness)
that (s her la(m to 5e the Churh o$ Human(t!) the e6lus('e (nst(tut(on 2here(n all men shall
atta(n sal'at(on- 0eause the Churh (s ons(ous that she (s the Churh o$ human(t! and that
K(n3dom o$ <od to 2h(h all men 2hatsoe'er 5! the 2(ll o$ Chr(st $undamentall! 5elon3) she
annot adm(t that men an 5e sa'ed 5! mem5ersh(p (n other so(et(es esta5l(shed 5! the s(de o$
and (n anta3on(sm to the pr(mar! Churh o$ Human(t! $ounded 5! Chr(st- E'en He(ler annot
den! the o3en! o$ th(s pos(t(on- "So $ar as Cathol((sm (s 3enu(nel! un('ersal and represents
$ull! all rel(3(ous 'alues) (t must 5e e6lus('e- 0ut th(s e6lus('eness (s not the e6lus('eness o$
narro2ness) 5ut o$ (ne6haust(5le 2ealth-89 The Churh 2ould 5el(e her o2n deepest essene
and her most outstand(n3 1ual(t!) namel! her (ne6haust(5le $ullness and that 2h(h 3uarantees
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and supports th(s $ullness) her 'oat(on to 5e the 0od! o$ Chr(st) ($ she 2ere e'er to reo3n(>e
some ollateral and anta3on(st( Chr(st(an hurh as her s(ster and as possess(n3 e1ual r(3hts
2(th hersel$- She an reo3n(>e the h(stor(al (mportane o$ suh hurhes- She an des(3nate
them as Chr(st(an ommun(ons) !es) e'en as Chr(st(an hurhes) 5ut ne'er as the Churh o$
Chr(st- One <od) one Chr(st) one 0apt(sm) one Churh- There an ne'er 5e a seond Chr(st) and
(n the same 2a! there annot 5e a seond 0od! o$ Chr(st) a seond man($estat(on o$ H(s sp(r(t-
.hen some Amer(an Chr(st(ans 2ent to Rome (n the Spr(n3 o$ 9J9J to (n'(te Pope 0ened(t
B to ta#e part (n a ".orld Con$erene on Fa(th and Order)" the! m(sunderstood the Cathol(
onept(on o$ the Churh and th(s (ts $undamental la(m- The Cathol( Churh an and 2(ll
appra(se 3enerousl!) and 2(ll ountenane) all the ommun(t(es o$ non7Cathol( Chr(stendom-
She an and 2(ll reo3n(>e (n them the $(rst rud(ments o$ a preparat(on $or that re7un(on o$ all
Chr(st(ans 2h(h (s demanded 5! the present state o$ Chr(stendom (n 3eneral and o$ the .est (n

 part(ular- 0ut she annot reo3n(>e other Chr(st(an ommun(ons as hurhes o$ l(#e order and
r(3hts 2(th hersel$- To do so 2ould 5e (n$(del(t! to her o2n nature) and 2ould 5e the 2orst
d(slo!alt! to hersel$- In her o2n e!es the Cathol( Churh (s noth(n3 at all ($ she 5e not the
Churh) the 0od! o$ Chr(st) the K(n3dom o$ <od- Th(s e6lus('eness (s rooted (n the
e6lus('eness o$ Chr(st) (n H(s la(m to 5e the 5r(n3er o$ the ne2 l($e) to 5e the 2a!) the truth
and the l($e- The $ullness o$ the =('(n(t! 2as re'ealed to us (n Chr(st- The Inarnate <od (s the
last and most per$et sel$7 re'elat(on o$ <od- <od@s 2(sdom) 3oodness and mer! 5eame
(narnate (n H(m- "O$ H(s $ullness 2e all ha'e ree('ed) and 3rae $or 3rae" %&n- () 9,- And
there$ore there (s no other road to <od e6ept throu3h Chr(st- There (s "no other name under
hea'en 3('en to men) 2here5! the! must 5e sa'ed" %Ats (') 9+,- 0ut 2e an 3rasp Chr(st onl!
throu3h H(s Churh- It (s true that He m(3ht) had He so 2(lled) ha'e (mparted H(msel$ and H(s
3rae to all men d(retl!) (n personal e6per(ene- 0ut the 1uest(on (s not 2hat m(3ht ha'e 5een)

 5ut 2hat Chr(st (n $at 2(lled to do- And (n $at He 2(lled to 3('e H(msel$ to men throu3h men)
that (s 5! the 2a! o$ a ommun(t! l($e and not 5! the 2a! o$ (solat(on and (nd('(dual(sm- He
2(lled that H(s 3rae should ome to men 2ho 2ere on;o(ned (n a s(n3le ompat $ello2sh(p)
and that (t should ome to them throu3h th(s $ello2sh(p) not 2(thout (t) and st(ll less (n
oppos(t(on to (t- It 2as not H(s 2(ll to sant($! a ountless mult(tude o$ sol(tar! souls) 5ut a
orporate #(n3dom o$ sa(nts) a K(n3dom o$ <od- And th(s method o$ ommun(at(n3 H(msel$
orresponds ent(rel! to H(s $undamental re1u(rement) the ommandment o$ $raternal lo'e- For
that ommandment (mpl(es a ommun(t!) (mpl(es the un(on o$ the 5rethren) and there an 5e no
$raternal lo'e 2(thout suh a ommun(t!- And (t orresponds also to the essent(al nature o$
d('(ne 3rae) 2h(h (s o$$ered to all men at one- The 3rae o$ <od (n (ts man($estat(on (s a
athol( po2er) omprehend(n3 and 3rasp(n3 all men- So that (t annot man($est (tsel$ other2(se
than (n a5solute un(t!- There an 5e no ontrad(t(on) or d(ssens(on) or sh(sm 2here <od (s- H(s
truth annot 5e other2(se than one truth) one l($e) one lo'e- And there$ore (t an 5e real(>ed (n

 5ut one $orm) (n a omprehens('e $ello2sh(p that 5(nds to3ether all men (n (nt(mate un(t!-

From the 'er! 5e3(nn(n3) as St- Matthe2 test($(es %6'((() 9G, the neess(t! $or sal'at(on o$
 5elon3(n3 to the one $ello2sh(p 2as esta5l(shed on the 5as(s o$ an e6press sa!(n3 o$ our Lord@s:
"I$ a man 2(ll not hear the Churh) let h(m 5e to thee as the heathen and pu5l(an)" that (s)
re3ard h(m no lon3er as a Chr(st(an- St- C!pr(an a$ter2ards e6pressed th(s on'(t(on o$

 pr(m(t('e Chr(st(an(t! (n those lear7ut sentenes 2h(h ha'e (mpressed themsel'es on the
memor! o$ Chr(stendom: "To ha'e the one <od $or !our Father) !ou must ha'e the Churh $or
!our mother" %Ep- I66(') G,- "No man an 5e sa'ed e6ept (n the Churh" %Ep- (') ,- "Outs(de
the Churh there (s no sal'at(on" %Ep- I66((() +9,-

Thus 2as $ormulated that sentene 2h(h puts the Churh@s la(m to 5e the onl! soure o$
sal'at(on (n the most on(se $orm: "Outs(de the Churh no sal'at(on" %E6tra eles(am nulla
salus,- The Fourth Lateran Coun(l %A-=- 9+9D, adopted th(s $ormula 'er5at(m- In the so7alled
Athanas(an Creed) 2h(h the Churh adm(ts amon3 her on$ess(ons o$ $a(th) (t (s $ull!

 paraphrased: ".hosoe'er 2(shes to 5e sa'ed) 5e$ore all th(n3s (t (s neessar! that he hold the
Cathol( $a(th- And ($ a man do not #eep th(s $a(th (n'(olate and (ntat 2(thout dou5t he 2(ll
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 per(sh-" More unm(sta#a5le st(ll (s the delarat(on o$ the Coun(l o$ Florene that all pa3ans)
&e2s) heret(s and sh(smat(s ha'e $or$e(ted eternal l($e and are dest(ned to e'erlast(n3 $(re-

 No2 there (s no dou5t) that ($ her athol((t! 3('es the Churh a 2orld72(de and omprehens('e
harater) her la(m to 5e the onl! soure o$ sal'at(on turns her (n upon hersel$ and ma#es her
aloo$ and e6lus('e- In ontrast to her unl(m(ted de'ot(on to all 'alues 2here'er the! ma! 5e
$ound) (s her e1uall! stron3 and unl(m(ted assert(on o$ and (ns(stene on her o2n la(ms- The
one (s a neessar! ounterpo(se to the other- .(thout her r(3(d and del(5erate sel$7assert(on) and
2(thout her (mmense onentrat(on on hersel$) the athol((t! o$ the Churh) (n (ts aeptane o$
all human(t!) o$ the 2hole 2orld and (ts 'alues) 2ould 5r(n3 her dan3erousl! near to a 3radual
deompos(t(on o$ her true supernatural 5e(n3) and (ndue a $us(on o$ her essene 2(th al(en
elements) that (s to sa! s!nret(sm- For the 'er! reason that the Churh) 2(th the same '(3or and
momentum 2(th 2h(h she de'otes hersel$ to the 2orld) remem5ers her supernatural or(3(n) her
essent(al onnet(on 2(th Chr(st) and her e6lus('e possess(on o$ the po2er o$ sal'at(on) she
ma(nta(ns the supernatural su5stane o$ her 3ospel and so preser'es her apa(t! to ele'ate all
the natural 'alues 2h(h she ta#es o'er $rom the 2orld (nto supernatural 'alues) to permeate
them 2(th Chr(st and to upl($t them to <od- I$ her athol((t! (s a entr($u3al $ore) then th(s
e6lus('eness o$ hers (s a entr(petal $ore- And the seret o$ her rema(n(n3 true to hersel$ (n her
$ullness (s that these t2o $ores are ma(nta(ned (n e6at e1u(po(se) so that she (s at one athol(
and e6lus('e-

So there (s no dou5t a5out th(s matter- There (s onl! one ans2er to the 1uest(on 2hether other
Chr(st(an ommun(ons ha'e not also a 'oat(on and a po2er to sa'e men) and the Churh (s
1u(te (ntolerant a5out (t- For the 'er! reason that these ommun(ons ha'e set themsel'es up
a3a(nst the or(3(nal un(t! o$ the 5rethren (n $a(th and lo'e) the! appear to the Cathol(
ons(ousness as (nst(tut(ons 2h(h ha'e not ar(sen out o$ the sp(r(t o$ &esus) and there$ore as

 purel! human and e'en ant(7Chr(st(an reat(ons- The Churh annot 5ut anathemat(>e them and
she 2(ll ont(nue to do so unt(l the Lord omes-

It (s ps!holo3(all! 1u(te (ntell(3(5le that the adherents o$ non7Cathol( ommun(ons should 5e
3r(e'ed 5! the Churh@s do3mat( (ntolerane and d(sposed to re3ard (t as the man($estat(on o$ a
sp(r(t 2h(h (s $ore(3n and e'en host(le to the sp(r(t o$ &esus) a sp(r(t o$ unhar(ta5leness and
harsh se'er(t!- .hen the r(t( spea#s o$ the Churh@s "$ear$ul e6lus('eness and (ntolerane"8+
he $or3ets that truth must al2a!s 5e "$ear$ull! e6lus('e and (ntolerant-" In the 'er! same 5oo#
he asserts that "a stra(3ht road leads $rom 5el(e$ (n &esus re3arded as the sole means o$ sal'at(on
to 5el(e$ (n the e6lus('e la(m o$ the Churh)"8* 2h(h means that ($ 2e 5el(e'e that Chr(st (s
the onl! name (n hea'en and on earth 2here5! 2e ma! 5e sa'ed) 2e must 5el(e'e also that true
sal'at(on (s to 5e $ound onl! (n the one Churh 2h(h He $ounded- The one Chr(st and the one
0od! o$ Chr(st 5elon3 (nd(ssolu5l! to3ether- He 2ho re;ets the one true Churh (s all too eas(l!

 5rou3ht) as 5! an (ne6ora5le lo3() to 3o astra! also a5out Chr(st- As a matter o$ $at the h(stor!
o$ re'olt $rom the Churh (s at the same t(me a h(stor! o$ the pro3ress('e deompos(t(on o$ the

 pr(m(t('e $a(th (n Chr(st-

So the truth stands $ast) r(3(d and (ne6ora5le (n (ts ompat sol(d(t!) that there (s 5ut one Chr(st
and 5ut one ;ust($!(n3 Churh o$ Chr(st- 0ut) 2e ma! as#) does that mean that all heret(s and
non7Cathol(s are dest(ned to hell/

I$ 2e 2ould (nterpret orretl! the Cathol( dotr(ne that there (s no sal'at(on outs(de the
Churh) that (s to sa! ($ 2e 2ould understand (t as the Churh 2ould ha'e (t understood) 2e
should 3rasp (ts h(stor! and (ts onnet(on 2(th the rest o$ her teah(n3- For no Cathol( dotr(ne
(s an (solated mass o$ thou3ht) 5ut has on the ontrar! (ts proper plae and mean(n3 (n the 2hole
un(tar! s!stem and annot 5e $ull! appre(ated e6ept throu3h th(s 2hole s!stem-

To 5e3(n 2(th) (t (s erta(n that the delarat(on that there (s no sal'at(on outs(de the Churh (s
not a(med at (nd('(dual non7Cathol(s) at an! persons as persons) 5ut at non7 Cathol( hurhes
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and ommun(ons) (n so $ar as the! are non7Cathol( ommun(ons- Its purpose (s to $ormulate
 pos(t('el! the truth that there (s 5ut one 0od! o$ Chr(st and there$ore 5ut one Churh 2h(h
 possesses and (mparts the 3rae o$ Chr(st (n (ts $ullness- Stated other2(se the delarat(on 2ould
run: E'er! separated hurh 2h(h sets (tsel$ up a3a(nst the or(3(nal Churh o$ Chr(st stands
outs(de the ommun(on o$ Chr(st@s 3rae- It annot 5e a med(ator o$ sal'at(on- So $ar as (t (s a
separate and anta3on(st( hurh) (t (s essent(all! un$ru(t$ul as re3ards the supernatural l($e- So
that that sp(r(tual un$ru(t$ulness 2h(h (s pred(ated (n the dotr(ne (s not to 5e a$$(rmed o$ the
(nd('(dual non7Cathol() 5ut pr(mar(l! o$ non7Cathol( ommun(ons as suh- 0! that 2h(h
onst(tutes the(r separateness and d($$erent(ates them (n $a(th and 2orsh(p $rom the Cathol(
Churh) the! are a5le to a2a#en no supernatural l($e- There$ore) (n so $ar as the! are un7Cathol(
and ant(7Cathol() that (s to sa! (n re3ard to the(r d(st(nt harater) the! are not a5le to la(m the
honora5le t(tle o$ a "mother" hurh-

In sa!(n3 so muh 2e ha'e alread! (nd(ated the seond do3mat( 1ual($(at(on 2h(h the
 propos(t(on ree('es 2(th(n the s!stem o$ Cathol( dotr(ne- For non7Cathol( ommun(ons are
not merel! non7Cathol( and ant(7Cathol(- .hen the! set themsel'es up a3a(nst the or(3(nal
Churh o$ Chr(st) the! too# o'er and ma(nta(ned a ons(dera5le amount o$ the Cathol(
(nher(tane) and also erta(n Cathol( means o$ 3rae) (n part(ular the sarament o$ 0apt(sm-
The! are there$ore) ($ 2e re3ard them as a 2hole) not mere ant(thes(s and ne3at(on) 5ut also to a
lar3e e6tent thes(s and a$$(rmat(on o$ the an(ent treasure o$ truth and 3rae that has ome do2n
to us $rom Chr(st and the apostles- The(r hurhes are 5u(lt not onl! o$ the(r o2n un7Cathol(
mater(als) 5ut also o$ Cathol( stu$$ $rom the or(3(nal store o$ sal'at(on- And (n so $ar as the! are
3enu(nel! Cathol( (n the(r $a(th and 2orsh(p) (t an and 2(ll and must happen that there should

 5e) e'en outs(de the '(s(5le Churh) a real 3ro2th and pro3ress (n un(on 2(th Chr(st- So (s the
 prom(se o$ &esus $ul$(lled: "And other sheep I ha'e that are not o$ th(s $old" %&n- 6) 9,-
.here'er the <ospel o$ &esus (s $a(th$ull! preahed) and 2here'er 5apt(sm (s on$erred 2(th
$a(th (n H(s Hol! Name) there H(s 3rae an operate- .hen the d(s(ples 2ould ha'e $or5(dden a
man 2ho had not attahed h(msel$ to &esus $rom ast(n3 out de'(ls (n H(s Name) Our Lord
delared: "For5(d h(m not- For there (s no man that doth a m(rale (n m! name and an soon
spea# (ll o$ me- He that (s not a3a(nst !ou (s $or !ou" %M#- (6) *7*J,- The Churh ated ent(rel!
(n harmon! 2(th these 2ords o$ our Lord 2hen (n her se'ere stru33le 2(th St- C!pr(an and the
A$r(an trad(t(on and a$ter2ards (n prolon3ed ontro'ers! 2(th the =onat(sts) she upheld the
'al(d(t! o$ 5apt(sm (n the Name o$ &esus on$erred 5! heret(s- And (t 2as Rome) Rome that (s
so '(olentl! atta#ed $or her (ntolerane) and Pope Stephen) 2ho e'en at the per(l o$ an A$r(an
sh(sm 2ould not allo2 heret(al 5apt(sm to 5e (mpu3ned- The Churh prat(es the same
tolerat(on 2(th re3ard to the 'al(d adm(n(strat(on o$ the other saraments) so $ar as the(r nature
re1u(res onl! the po2er o$ orders and not also the po2er o$ ;ur(sd(t(on- In those non7Cathol(

 5od(es (n 2h(h the apostol( suess(on has 5een ma(nta(ned 5! means o$ 'al(d ep(sopal
ord(nat(ons) as (n the sh(smat( hurhes o$ the East) and (n the &ansen(st and Old7Cathol(
hurhes) she st(ll reo3n(>es the 'al(d(t! o$ all those saraments 2h(h o$ the(r nature do not
re1u(re her po2er o$ ;ur(sd(t(on 5ut onl! 'al(d orders- It (s Cathol( teah(n3) there$ore) that (n
all these hurhes the true 0od! and the true 0lood o$ Chr(st are ree('ed (n the Hol! Euhar(st)
not 5eause the! are sh(smat(al hurhes) that (s to sa! not 5eause o$ the(r o2n spe(al
harater) 5ut 5eause (n sp(te o$ th(s the! st(ll preser'e a part o$ the or(3(nal Cathol( her(ta3e-
It (s that 2h(h (s Cathol( (n them that st(ll has po2er to sant($! and to sa'e-

Andto pass to a th(rd po(nt o$ dotr(ne 2h(h (llustrates the propos(t(on 2e are d(suss(n3 
2e are not to re3ard these saraments thus adm(n(stered outs(de the Churh as 5e(n3 o5;et('el!
'al(d onl!) and not also su5;et('el! e$$(a(ous- St- Au3ust(ne seems to ha'e held suh a '(e2
re3ard(n3 the e$$(a! o$ these saraments- He supposed) apparentl!) that the 3rae o5;et('el!

 pro'(ded (n these non7Cathol( saraments 2as not su5;et('el! e$$et('e (n the heret(s and
sh(smat(s 2ho ree('ed them) 5eause the! 2ere all (n 5ad $a(th) or) more pro$oundl!) 5eause
the! 2ere (n del(5erate and o5st(nate anta3on(sm to the sp(r(t o$ un(t!) and there$ore to the Hol!
<host- The &ansen(sts (n the se'enteenth entur! $ollo2ed St- Au3ust(ne and ad'oated the same
erroneous op(n(on) sett(n3 (t up as the(r pr(n(ple that "outs(de the Churh there (s no 3rae"
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%e6tra eles(am nulla oned(tur 3rat(a,- 0ut a3a(n (t 2as Rome and a pope that e6pressl!
re;eted th(s propos(t(on-8

The assert(on that the Cathol( Churh o$ later entur(es has de'eloped the (deas o$ St- C!pr(an
and St- Au3ust(ne) that she has @ont(nuall! sharpened the pr(n(ple o$ e6lus('eness and so
ont(nuall! narro2ed Cathol((sm"8D (s (n ontrad(t(on 2(th the pla(n $ats o$ h(stor!- For the
truth (s that the later Churh orreted the or(3(nal r(3or(sm o$ the an(ent A$r(an theolo3(an
and ma(nta(ned that <od@s 3rae 2or#ed e'en outs(de the Cathol( 5od!- Non7Cathol(
saraments ha'e the po2er to sant($! and sa'e) not onl! o5;et('el!) 5ut also su5;et('el!- It (s
there$ore one('a5le also) $rom the Churh@s standpo(nt) that there (s a true) de'out and
Chr(st(an l($e (n those non7Cathol( ommun(ons 2h(h 5el(e'e (n &esus and 5apt(>e (n H(s

 Name- .e Cathol(s re3ard th(s Chr(st(an l($e) 2here'er (t appears) 2(th un$e(3ned respet and
2(th than#$ul lo'e- .e re3ard 2(th deep esteem our Protestant deaonesses)8 and suh no5le
$(3ures at .(hern and 0odelsh2(n3h-8G .e adm(re the lo'(n3 man($estat(ons o$ the "Home
M(ss(on-"

The son3s o$ a Paul <erhard) the St- Matthe2 Pass(on o$ a Se5ast(an 0ah and the orator(os o$ a
Handel a$$et us almost as "s2eet melod(es $rom our old $am(l! home-"8 And not merel! a
Chr(st(an l($e) 5ut a omplete and lo$t! Chr(st(an l($e) a l($e aord(n3 to the "$ull a3e o$ Chr(st)"
a sa(ntl! l($e) (s poss(5leso Cathol(s 5el(e'ee'en (n de$(n(tel! non7Cathol( ommun(ons-
It (s true that (t annot de'elop 2(th that lu6ur(ane 2h(h (s poss(5le (n the Churh) 2here (s the
$ullness o$ &esus and H(s 0od!4 and (t 2(ll ne'er 5e ant(7Cathol( (n (ts 1ual(t!- Yet (t 2(ll 5e a
3enu(ne sa(ntl! l($e4 s(ne) 2here'er 3rae (s) the no5le $ru(ts o$ 3rae an r(pen- Suh sa(ntl!
$(3ures ha'e appeared and do st(ll appear) espe(all! (n the Russ(an Churh) 2h(h has preser'ed
the $ullest measure o$ the an(ent (nher(tane- Cons(der the sa(ntl! haraters o$ a =m(tr() an
Innoens) a T!#hon) a Theodos(us-8J Nor are sa(nts and mart!rs (mposs(5le) on Cathol(

 pr(n(ples) e'en (n the Protestant hurhes-89 Na!) (t (s Cathol( teah(n3 that the 3rae o$
Chr(st operates) not onl! (n the Chr(st(an ommun(ons) 5ut also (n the non7Chr(st(an 2orld) (n
&e2s and (n Tur#s and (n &apanese-899 E'er! Cathol( ateh(sm) 2hen (t e6pla(ns the ord(nar!
$orm o$ 5apt(sm) la!s emphas(s also on that e6traord(nar! $orm 2h(h (s alled 5apt(sm o$
des(re- 0! that (s meant that per$et lo'e) e'o#ed and supported 5! the redeem(n3 3rae o$
&esus) has po2er to sant($! the soul) and that that soul so de(s('el! a$$(rms the 2(ll o$ <od that
(t 2ould at one ree('e 5apt(sm) ($ (t #ne2 o$ that sarament or ould ree('e (t- As <od sends
H(s ra(n and H(s sunsh(ne upon all) so does He send H(s on1uer(n3 3rae (nto the hearts o$ all
those 2ho hold themsel'es read! $or (t) 2ho do 2hat (n them l(es) 2ho per$orm 2hat the(r
ons(ene 5(ds them- S(ne Chr(st appeared on earth and $ounded H(s K(n3dom o$ <od) there
(s no lon3er an! purel! natural moral(t!) ho2e'er muh suh a natural moral(t! ma! 5e poss(5le
(n (tsel$- .here'er ons(ene (s ast(r) 2here'er men are al('e to <od and H(s Hol! .(ll) there
and at the same t(me the 3rae o$ Chr(st o7operates and la!s (n the soul the seeds o$ the ne2
supernatural l($e- He(ler h(msel$) 2(thout o5ser'(n3 the '(olent ontrad(t(on 2(th h(s assert(on
that the later Churh has narro2ed Cathol((sm) (tes that d(st(n3u(shed Cathol( theolo3(an) the
&esu(t Card(nal &uan de Lu3o) as summar(>(n3 Cathol( teah(n3 (n th(s manner: "<od 3('es
l(3ht) su$$((ent $or (ts sal'at(on) to e'er! soul that atta(ns to the use o$ reason (n th(s l($e - - - the
'ar(ous ph(losoph(al shools and rel(3(ous 5od(es throu3hout man#(nd all onta(n and hand
do2n) am(d 'ar(ous de3rees o$ human error and d(stort(on) some truth) some 3leams and
elements o$ d('(ne truth - - - the soul that (n 3ood $a(th see#s <od) H(s truth and lo'e)
onentrates (ts attent(on) under the (n$luene o$ 3rae) upon these elements o$ truth) 5e the!
man! or $e2) 2h(h are o$$ered to (t (n the sared 5oo#s and rel(3(ous shools and assem5l(es o$
the Churh) Set) or Ph(losoph! (n 2h(h (t has 5een 5rou3ht up- It $eeds upon these elements)
the others are s(mpl! passed 5!4 and d('(ne 3rae) under o'er o$ these elements) $eeds and
sa'es th(s soul-"89+ It (s there$ore de Lu3o@s pre(se op(n(onand (t (s the op(n(on o$ the
Churh@s theolo3(ans (n 3eneralthat all those elements or "seeds" o$ truth 2h(h are d(spersed
(n the most mult($ar(ous sets) ph(losoph(al shools) and rel(3(ous ommun(ons an pro'(de a

 5as(s and start(n3 po(nt $or the 3rae o$ Chr(st) so that the natural man ma! 5e ele'ated (nto the
ne2 supernatural man o$ $a(th and lo'e- The Churh r(3htl! ma(nta(ns and ont(nuall! re(terates)
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(n de(s('e and unomprom(s(n3 $ash(on) her la(m to 5e the sole true 0od! o$ Chr(st4 5ut at the
same t(me she holds a 3enerous and lar3e7m(nded '(e2 re3ard(n3 the at('(t! o$ Chr(st@s 3rae-
That at('(t! has no 5ounds or l(m(ts) 5ut (s as (n$(n(te as the lo'e o$ <od-

I$ 2e ons(der the Churh@s la(m to 5e the onl! Churh 2here(n men ma! 5e sa'ed (n the lear
and rad(ant l(3ht o$ her 5el(e$ that <od@s 3rae #no2s no 5ounds or l(m(ts to (ts operat(on) 2e at
one see the true and pro$ound mean(n3 o$ that la(m- The Churh understands (t to mean that

 5! '(rtue o$ the e6press (nst(tut(on o$ Chr(st she represents (n the eonom! o$ sal'at(on the
ord(nar! proper (nst(tute o$ the truth and 3rae o$ &esus on the earth- In the Cathol( Churh the
sa'(n3 po2er) 2h(h 2as re'ealed (n Chr(st) $lo2s (nto the 2orld 2(th or(3(nal $ore) (n
untrou5led pur(t!) and (n omplete and e6haust('e $ullness- .(th or(3(nal $ore$or 2h(le non7
Cathol( 5od(es o2e suh Chr(st(an truth and 3rae as the! possess to the Cathol( Churh) the
Churh ree('es (t throu3h no (ntermed(ar! 5ut d(ret and $resh $rom our Lord H(msel$- She (s (n
$at noth(n3 else 5ut H(s 5od! o$ d(s(ples) e6panded (n spae and t(me- In untrou5led pur(t! 
$or she has not) l(#e the 'ar(ous sets) ontam(nated her Chr(st(an her(ta3e 2(th no'elt(es and
modern(sms) 5ut has (n the un5ro#en ser(es o$ her 5(shops ma(nta(ned (t as (mmaulatel! pure as
she ree('ed (t $rom Chr(st- In e6haust('e $ullness$or she does not hoose onl! th(s or that

 pre(ous ;e2el) 5ut she alls her o2n the 2hole (nher(tane o$ re'ealed truth onta(ned (n
Sr(pture and Trad(t(on- There$ore the Churh (s the true and ord(nar! (nst(tute o$ the 3rae and
truth o$ &esus- 0ut that does not pre'ent there 5e(n3) alon3s(de th(s ord(nar! (nst(tute)
e6traord(nar! 2a!s o$ sal'at(on) or h(nder the 3rae o$ Chr(st $rom '(s(t(n3 part(ular men
2(thout the med(at(on o$ the Churh- 0ut 5eause and (n so $ar as the 0od! o$ Chr(st
omprehends all those 2ho are sa'ed 5! Chr(st) those also 2ho are '(s(ted 5! H(s 3rae (n th(s
(mmed(ate 2a! 5elon3 to H(s Churh- It (s true that the! do not 5elon3 to (ts out2ard and '(s(5le

 5od!) 5ut the! erta(nl! 5elon3 to (ts (n'(s(5le) supernatural soul) to (ts supernatural su5stane-
For the 3rae o$ Chr(st ne'er 2or#s (n the (nd('(dual (n an (solated $ash(on) 5ut al2a!s (n the
un(t! o$ H(s 0od!- Th(s7po(nt (s repeatedl! emphas(>ed 5! St- Au3ust(ne: ".ouldst thou l('e 5!
the Sp(r(t o$ Chr(st) thou must 5e (n the 0od! o$ Chr(st---- For onl! the 0od! o$ Chr(st an l('e

 5! the Sp(r(t o$ Chr(st" %In e'- &oann- 66'() 9*4 $- 66'(() ,- And thus (t holds 3ood) e'en $or
those 5rethren 2ho are thus separated $rom the '(s(5le or3an(sm o$ the Churh) that the! too are
sa'ed (n the Churh) and not 2(thout her or (n oppos(t(on to her-

0ut) (t ma! 5e o5;eted) ho2 an there 5e true Chr(st(ans 2ho 5elon3 to the soul o$ the Churh
and !et are separated $rom her '(s(5le 5od!/ Ho2 an a man 5elon3 to the 0od! o$ Chr(st and
!et not 5elon3 to the 5od! o$ the Churh/ In suppl!(n3 a 5r(e$ ans2er to th(s 1uest(on) 2e shall

 pass $rom the theolo3(al to the ps!holo3(al e6planat(on o$ the do3ma under d(suss(on- From
the purel! theolo3(al standpo(nt) (n the l(3ht o$ the do3mat( (dea o$ the (nt(mate and neessar!
onnet(on 5et2een Chr(st and the Churh) the onl! poss(5le onlus(on re3ard(n3 all heret(s
and sh(smat(s) &e2s and pa3ans) (s that ;ud3ment o$ ondemnat(on 2h(h the Coun(l o$
Florene pronouned upon them- In so $ar as the! stand) and 2(ll to stand) outs(de the one
Churh o$ Chr(st) the! stand aord(n3 to str(t theolo3! outs(de the sphere o$ Chr(st@s 3rae and
there$ore outs(de sal'at(on- It (s thus) $rom th(s purel! theolo3(al standpo(nt) that 2e are to
understand the sharp anathemas pronouned 5! the Churh a3a(nst all heret(s and sh(smat(s)
as also those onta(ned (n that 0orromeo En!l(al o$ Pope P(us  2h(h 2as so muh
(mpu3ned-89* In these pronounements the Churh (s not de(d(n3 the 3ood or 5ad $a(th o$ the
(nd('(dual heret(- St(ll less (s she s(tt(n3 (n ;ud3ment on h(s ult(mate $ate- The (mmed(ate

 purport o$ her ondemnat(on (s that these heret(s represent and prola(m (deas anta3on(st( to
the Churh- .hen (deas are (n on$l(t) 2hen truth (s $(3ht(n3 a3a(nst error) and re'elat(on
a3a(nst human (n3enu(t!) then there an 5e no omprom(se and no (ndul3ene- I$ our Lord had
e6er(sed suh (ndul3ene) He 2ould not ha'e 5een ru($(ed- .hen He alled the Phar(sees
2h(ted sepulhers and a 5rood o$ '(pers) and Herod a $o6) He 2as not (nsp(red 5! an! sort o$
hatred a3a(nst (nd('(duals) 5ut 5! the tremendous earnestness o$ truth- It 2as H(s de$(ant and
'('(d on'(t(on o$ respons(5(l(t! $or eternal truth that aused H(m to use suh stron3 2ords
to2ards error and (ts representat('es- And ($ 2e do not $(3ht thus $or the truth) then 2e lose all
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moral and sp(r(tual po2er) 2e 5eome haraterless) 2e d(so2n <od- =o3mat( (ntolerane (s
there$ore a moral dut!) a dut! to the (n$(n(te truth and to truth$ulness-

0ut so soon as (t (s a 1uest(on) not o$ the on$l(t 5et2een (dea and (dea) 5ut o$ l('(n3 men) o$
our ;ud3ment on th(s or that non7Cathol() then the theolo3(an 5eomes a ps!holo3(st) the
do3mat(st a pastor o$ souls- He dra2s attent(on to the $at that the l('(n3 man (s 'er! rarel! the
em5od(ment o$ an (dea) that the oneptual 2orld and mental(t! o$ the (nd('(dual are so
mult($ar(ous and ompl(ated) that he annot 5e redued to a s(n3le $ormula- In other 2ords the
heret() the &e2 and the pa3an seldom e6(st (n a pure state- .hat 2e atuall! ha'e 5e$ore us (s
l('(n3 men) 2(th the(r $undamental outloo# (n$luened or dom(nated 5! th(s or that erroneous
(dea- There$ore the Churh e6pressl! d(st(n3u(shes 5et2een "$ormal" and "mater(al" heret(s- A
"$ormal" heret( re;ets the Churh and (ts teah(n3 a5solutel! and 2(th $ull del(5erat(on4 a
"mater(al" heret( re;ets the Churh $rom la# o$ #no2led3e) 5e(n3 (n$luened 5! $alse

 pre;ud(e or 5! an ant(7Cathol( up5r(n3(n3- St- Au3ust(ne $or5(ds us to 5lame a man $or 5e(n3 a
heret( 5eause he 2as 5orn o$ heret(al parents) pro'(ded that he does not 2(th o5st(nate sel$7
assurane shut out all 5etter #no2led3e) 5ut see#s the truth s(mpl! and lo!all!-89 .hene'er
the Churh has suh honest (n1u(rers 5e$ore her) she remem5ers that our Lord ondemned
Phar(sa(sm 5ut not the (nd('(dual Phar(see) that He held deep and lo'(n3 (nterourse 2(th

 N(odemus) and allo2ed H(msel$ to 5e (n'(ted 5! S(mon- The sp(r(t o$ the Churh (n her
deal(n3s 2(th souls ma! 5e stated (n St- Au3ust(ne@s 2ords: "Lo'e men) sla! error?"89D

It (s true that heret(s 2ere tr(ed and 5urnt (n the M(ddle A3es- 0ut that 2as not done onl! (n
Cathol( ountr(es) $or Cal'(n h(msel$ had Ser'etus 5urnt- And ap(tal pun(shment 2as
emplo!ed a3a(nst the Ana5apt(sts) espe(all! (n Thur(n3(a and (n the Eletorate o$ Sa6on!-
Aord(n3 to the Protestant Theolo3(an) .alter Kohler) e'en Luther a$ter 9D* re3arded the

 penalt! o$ death as a ;ust($(a5le pun(shment $or heres!-89 The $at that the perseut(on o$
heres! 2as appro'ed as a ;ust($(a5le th(n3 5! non7Cathol( 5od(es) and (n erta(n ases arr(ed
out (n prat(e) 3oes to sho2 that suh perseut(on d(d not spr(n3 $rom the nature o$
Cathol((sm) or (n part(ular $rom (ts e6lus('e la(ms- The or(3(n o$ suh perseut(ons (s to 5e
sou3ht rather (n the 0!>ant(ne and med(e'al onept(on o$ the state) 2here5! e'er! atta# on
the un(t! o$ the $a(th 2as re3arded as an open r(me a3a(nst the un(t! and sta5(l(t! o$ the state)
and one 2h(h had to 5e pun(shed aord(n3 to the pr(m(t('e methods o$ the t(me-

0es(des th(s pol(t(al ause) the mental(t! o$ the per(od pla!ed (ts part- The rel(3(on o$ the
med(e'al man em5raed h(s 2hole l($e and outloo#- There 2as as !et no unhapp! lea'a3e

 5et2een rel(3(on and moral(t!- So that e'er! re'olt a3a(nst the Cathol( $a(th seemed to h(m to
 5e a moral r(me) a sort o$ murder o$ the soul and o$ <od) an o$$ense more he(nous than
 parr((de- And h(s outloo# 2as lo3(al rather than ps!holo3(al- He re;o(ed (n the perept(on
o$ truth) 5ut he had l(ttle appre(at(on o$ the l('(n3 ond(t(ons o$ soul 5! 2h(h th(s perept(on (s
reahed- He l('ed and mo'ed (n the d(alet(al ant(thes(s o$ Yes and No) o$ E(ther and Or) and
hardl! ons(dered the $at that l($e does not e6press (tsel$ (n the sharp ontrast o$ Yes and No)
Truth and Error) 0el(e$ and n5el(e$) B(rtue and B(e) 5ut (n an (n$(n(te 2ealth o$ trans(t(onal
$orms and (ntermed(ate sta3es4 and that (n deal(n3 2(th the l('(n3 man 2e ha'e to ta#e aount
not onl! o$ the lo3(al $ore o$ truth) 5ut also o$ the part(ular 1ual(t! o$ the mental and sp(r(tual
endo2ment 2(th 2h(h he reats to the truth- 0eause the! 2ere not al('e to the (n$(n(te 'ar(et!
o$ suh sp(r(tual endo2ment) the! 2ere all too read!) espe(all! 2hen truth 2as (mpu3ned) to
onlude at one that (t 2as a ase o$ "e'(l 2(ll" %mala $(des, and to pass sentene o$
ondemnat(on) e'en thou3h there 2ere (nsupera5le (ntelletual o5stales %(3norant(a
(n'(n(5(l(s, (n the 2a! o$ the perept(on o$ the truth- Th(s pre7em(nentl! lo3(al att(tude o$
m(nd (s harater(st( o$ the M(ddle A3es- That epoh had no $eel(n3 $or l($e as a $lo2(n3 th(n3
2(th (ts o2n peul(ar la2s) no appre(at(on o$ h(stor!) 2hether 2(th(n us or 2(thout us- And th(s
att(tude 2as not to 5e o'erome and orreted) unt(l the sp(r(t o$ the t(me had han3ed) unt(l (n
the ourse o$ entur(es and 5! a lon3 e'olut(on a ne2 outloo# too# (ts plae- There$ore the

 perseut(ons o$ heret(s d(d not proeed $rom the nature o$ Cathol((sm) 5ut $rom the pol(t(al
and mental att(tude o$ the M(ddle A3es-
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So 2(th the pass(n3 o$ the M(ddle A3es suh perseut(ons 3raduall! eased- The ne2 Code o$
Canon La2 e6pressl! $or5(ds an! emplo!ment o$ $ore (n the matter o$ $a(th-89G The 3reat
onept(on o$ a s(n3le Emperor and a s(n3le Emp(re has 3one- And the theolo3(an has 5! means
o$ ps!holo3(al and h(stor(al stud(es atta(ned a 2(der understand(n3 and 5eome (nreas(n3l!
aut(ous (n attr(5ut(n3 an "e'(l 2(ll" to the heret(- He has 5eome more al('e to the thousand

 poss(5(l(t(es o$ (n'(n(5le and there$ore e6usa5le error- "It must 5e re3arded as true)" delared
Pope P(us I (n an allout(on o$ the Jth =eem5er) 9D) "that he 2ho does not #no2 the true
rel(3(on (s 3u(ltless (n the s(3ht o$ <od so $ar as h(s (3norane (s (n'(n(5le- .ho 2ould presume
to $(6 the l(m(ts o$ suh (3norane) am(d the (n$(n(te 'ar(et! and d($$erene o$ peoples) ountr(es
and mental(t(es) and am(d so man! other (rumstanes/ .hen 2e are $ree $rom the l(m(tat(ons
o$ the 5od! and see <od as He (s) then 2e shall see ho2 losel! and 5eaut($ull! <od@s mer!
and ;ust(e are on;o(ned-" .here$ore the Churh@s la(m to 5e the Churh o$ sal'at(on 5! no
means e6ludes a lo'(n3 and s!mpathet( appre(at(on o$ the su5;et('e ond(t(ons and
(rumstanes under 2h(h heres! has ar(sen- Nor (s her ondemnat(on o$ a heres! al2a!s at the
same t(me a ondemnat(on o$ the (nd('(dual heret(- As an (nstane o$ the 3eneros(t! o$ the
Cathol( att(tude) ta#e the 2ords o$ the ele5rated Redemptor(st) St- Clement Mar(a Ho$5auer)
re3ard(n3 the or(3(ns o$ the Re$ormat(on: "The re'olt $rom the Churh 5e3an" he 2rote
"5eause the <erman people ould not and annot 5ut 5e de'out-" Ho$5auer 2as a on'(ned
Cathol() 2ho ondemned all heres! as a moral and rel(3(ous r(me) as a '(olat(on o$ the un(t!
o$ the 0od! o$ Chr(st- He 2as $ull! a2are also that the auses o$ the Re$ormat(on 2ere 5! no
means e6lus('el! rel(3(ous- 0ut that #no2led3e d(d not pre'ent h(m $rom appre(at(n3 those
rel(3(ous $ores 2h(h ontr(5uted (n no small de3ree to (ts suess- The $at that Ho$5auer has

 5een anon(>ed su33ests that the Churh d(d not d(sappro'e o$ h(s utterane) 5ut re3arded (t as a
on$(rmat(on o$ her onstant 5el(e$ (n the poss(5(l(t! o$ (n'(n(5le error and per$et 3ood $a(th (n
the heret(-

nless 2e understand that) 2e shall not 3rasp the mean(n3 o$ her propos(t(on) that there (s no
sal'at(on outs(de the Churh- True there (s onl! one Churh o$ Chr(st- She alone (s the 0od! o$
Chr(st and 2(thout her there (s no sal'at(on- O5;et('el! and prat(all! ons(dered she (s the
ord(nar! 2a! o$ sal'at(on) the s(n3le and e6lus('e hannel 5! 2h(h the truth and 3rae o$
Chr(st enter our 2orld o$ spae and t(me- 0ut those also 2ho #no2 her not ree('e these 3($ts
$rom her4 !es) e'en those 2ho m(s;ud3e and $(3ht a3a(nst her) pro'(ded the! are (n 3ood $a(th)
and are s(mpl! and lo!all! see#(n3 the truth 2(thout sel$7r(3hteous o5st(na!- Thou3h (t 5e not
the Cathol( Churh (tsel$ 2h(h hands them the 5read o$ truth and 3rae) !et (t (s Cathol(

 5read that the! eat- And) 2h(le the! eat o$ (t) the! are) 2(thout #no2(n3 (t or 2(ll(n3 (t)
(norporated (n the supernatural su5stane o$ the Churh- Thou3h the! 5e out2ardl! separated
$rom the Churh) the! 5elon3 to (ts soul-

So that the non7Cathol( o$ 3ood 2(ll (s alread! $undamentall! un(ted to the Churh- It (s onl!
that he sees her not- Yet she (s there) (n'(s(5le and m!ster(ous- And the more he 3ro2s (n $a(th
and (n lo'e) the more pla(nl! 2(ll she 5eome atuall! '(s(5le to h(m- Man! ha'e alread! seen
her) and man! more !et 2(ll see her- There (s a spe(al poss(5(l(t! o$ suh reun(on 2(th the
Cathol( Churh 2here'er Protestant(sm has rema(ned $a(th$ul to Chr(st and 5el(e'es trul! (n the
Inarnate <od- And (t (s 5eause 2e 5el(e'e that 'er! man! non7Cathol(s are alread! thus
(n'(s(5l! un(ted 2(th the Churh) that 2e do not a5andon our on'(t(on that th(s (n'(s(5le un(on
2(ll one da! 5e made '(s(5le (n all (ts 5eaut!- The more ons(ousl! and ompletel! 2e all o$ us
e6h(5(t the sp(r(t o$ Chr(st) the more erta(nl! 2(ll that hour o$ 3rae approah) 2hen the 'e(ls
2(ll $all $rom all e!es) 2hen 2e shall put a2a! all pre;ud(e and m(sunderstand(n3 and

 5(tterness) 2hen 2e shall one a3a(n as o$ old e6tend to one another the hand o$ 5rotherhood)
2hen there shall 5e one <od) one Chr(st) one shepherd and one $lo#-
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EN=NOTES

#$ =p$ cit$) p$ #;$

,$ 2eiler) op$ cit$) p$ #-$

-$ i6id$) p$ ;>$

;$ Pope Clement XI in the year #<#-$

?$ 2eiler) op$ cit$) p$ #;$

$ %&iaonissin)% women li!ing in small communities and de!oting themsel!es to wors of charity$ They
 wear a uasi7religious dress$

<$ Two remara6le social and religious worers$ Friedrich Bodelschwingh *#>-#7#+#0. was a man of great
force of character and originality who sought in his wor for the poor and outcast to pro!ide them not with
%institutional% charity) 6ut with a real personal and pri!ate @ife on an independent) family 6asis$

>$ 'nopfler) a Catholic professor in the 4ni!ersity of 5unich$

+$ cf$ &92er6igny) %Theologica de ecclesia)% #+,#) Vol$ II) p$ ##0$

#0$ See in the Catholic monthly) %Seele% *#+,;) p$ < ff$.) an appreciati!e and sympathetic picture 6y @$
Pfleger of the Anglican) Florence Barclay$

##$ See Pere 5arechal9s attracti!e account of the 5ohammedan mystic) Al 2alla *3echerches de science
rel$) #+,-) Vol$ XV) p$ ,;; ff$.$

#,$ &e @ugo) %&e Fide)% &ispp$ XIX et XX) as cited 6y F$ !on 2ugel) %"ssays and Addresses on the
Philosophy of 3eligion% *first series) @ondon) #+,#) p$ ,?,.) and 6y 2eiler *op$ cit$ p$ #,. from him$

#-$ An encyclical of Pope Pius X concerning St$ Charles Borromeo) issued in the year #+#0) which 6y its
unfa!ora6le references to the leaders of the 3eformation raised a storm in Protestant 8ermany$

#;$ "p X@III) i) #$

#?$ &iligite homines) interficite errores) sine super6ia de !eritate praesumite) sine sae!itia pro !eritate
certate$ =rate pro eis) uos redarguitis atue con!incitis *Contra litteras Petiliani) iii) @i6$ I) ,+.$

#$ %3eformation und 'et(erpro(ess)% #+00) p$ -$

#<$ %Ad ample1andam fidem catholicam nemo in!itus cogatur)% Canon #-?#$

Chapter I: The Saramental At(on o$ the Churh

hrist loved the hurch and delivered himself u# for it, that he mi&ht sanctify it,
cleansin& it !y the laver of water in the word of life (#h. v, 212/).

The purpose o$ the Churh (s the esta5l(shment o$ the K(n3dom o$ <od (n the 2orld) and
there$ore (t (s the sant($(at(on o$ men- St- Paul sets $orth th(s purpose (n the 2ords: "Chr(st
hath lo'ed the Churh and del('ered h(msel$ up $or (t) that he m(3ht sant($! (t) leans(n3 (t 5!
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the la'er o$ 2ater (n the 2ord o$ l($e- That he m(3ht present (t to h(msel$ a 3lor(ous Churh) not
ha'(n3 spot or 2r(n#le) or an! suh th(n3) 5ut that (t should 5e hol! and 2(thout 5lem(sh" %Eph-
') +D7+G,- In those 2ords the apostle s#ethes an (deal 2h(h an ne'er atta(n omplete
$ul$(llment (n the Churh on earth- For the 2ords 2h(h our Lord spo#e to H(s d(s(ples at the
Last Supper are true o$ her: "Ye are lean) 5ut not all" %&n- 6((() 9,- Our Lord $oretold onl! too

 pla(nl! that there 2ould 5e o#le amon3 the 2heat) 5ad $(sh amon3 the 3ood) and that sandals
must ome- So lon3 as the Churh a5(des (n th(s 2orld) a2a(t(n3 the om(n3 o$ the Lord) her

 pra!er 2(ll ha'e to 5e) not onl! "Hallo2ed 5e th! Name) th! K(n3dom ome?" 5ut also "For3('e
us our trespasses) lead us not (nto temptat(on?"

0ut ho2e'er l(ttle the Churh o$ th(s 2orld an 5e alled a so(et! o$ sa(ntsand the Ne2
Testament too re$ra(ns $rom spea#(n3 o$ a "hol! Churh" (n that sense!et her 2hole nature as
the 0od! o$ Chr(st a(ms at that onsummat(on- She see#s to redeem men) all men) (n slo2 5ut
stead! proess) $rom the(r sel$7entredness) and to $orm them (nto ne2 men) h(ldren o$ <od)
"$ello27(t(>ens 2(th the sa(nts) and the domest(s o$ <od" %Eph- (() 9J,) (nto a "#(n3l!

 pr(esthood and a hol! people" %9 Peter (() J,- It (s $rom th(s her essent(al tas# that the Churh
2(ns that 'enera5le name o$ "Hol! Churh)" a t(tle used 5! the apostol( Fathers and
(norporated (nto the an(ent Creeds-

In th(s and the ne6t Chapter 2e shall as# ho2 the Churh mer(ts th(s t(tle and 2here(n l(es the
sant($!(n3 po2er o$ her at(on- S(ne "the end o$ the ommandment)" as the apostle tells us %9
T(m- () D,) "(s har(t!) $rom a pure heart and a 3ood ons(ene and an un$e(3ned $a(th)" does she
reall! sho2 hersel$) (n her dotr(ne and 2orsh(p) to 5e the 3reat shool o$ har(t!) to 5e the
(nst(tute o$ sal'at(on (n a spe(al and omprehens('e sense/

I$ 2e 2ould appre(ate the sant($!(n3 po2er o$ the Churh) (t (s o$ $undamental (mportane to
understand her do3mat( teah(n3 onern(n3 the harater and de'elopment o$ the re3enerate
man) the "homo santus)" to understand there$ore her onept(on o$ ;ust($(at(on-

The Churh@s dotr(ne o$ ;ust($(at(on (s 5ased upon the presuppos(t(on that man (s not onl!
alled to a natural end) to the $ul$(llment o$ h(s natural 5e(n3) to the de'elopment o$ h(s natural

 po2ers and apt(tudes) 5ut also 5e!ond that) to a supernatural ele'at(on o$ h(s 5e(n3 2h(h
ent(rel! surpasses all reated apt(tudes and po2ers) to sonsh(p 2(th <od) to part((pat(on (n the
d('(ne l($e (tsel$- Suh (s the entral $at o$ the 3lad t(d(n3s o$ Chr(st(an(t!: "To as man! as
ree('ed h(m) to them he 3a'e the po2er to 5eome the sons o$ <od" %&n- () 9+,- "=earl!

 5elo'ed) 2e are no2 the sons o$ <od) and (t hath not !et appeared 2hat 2e shall 5e- 0ut 2e
#no2 that) 2hen he shall appear) 2e shall 5e l(#e to h(m" %9 &n- ((() +,- Th(s l(#eness ons(sts)
aord(n3 to the Seond Ep(stle o$ St- Peter) (n an enr(hment 5! 3rae) (n a $ul$(ll(n3 and

 permeat(on o$ our 5e(n3 5! d('(ne and hol! $ores- .e shall 5e made "parta#ers o$ the d('(ne
nature" %+ Peter () ,- .e 2(n a "share (n H(s sant(t!" %He5r- 6(() 9,- There$ore man@s end l(es)
not (n mere human(t!) 5ut (n a ne2 sort o$ superhuman(t!) (n an ele'at(on and enhanement o$
h(s 5e(n3) 2h(h essent(all! surpasses all reated po2ers and ra(ses h(m (nto an a5solutel! ne2
sphere o$ e6(stene and l($e) (nto the $ullness o$ the l($e o$ <od- <od sho2s H(msel$ most
lum(nousl! as the a5solute Personal(t!) su$$((ent $or H(msel$ and (ndependent o$ the 2orld) (n
the $at that He re'eals H(msel$ personall! to us) as one person to another- And He sho2s that
He (s a5solute <oodness (n the $at that He re'eals H(msel$ to us as our Fr(end) na!) as our
Father) so that 5! the po2er o$ H(s lo'e 2e 5eome H(s sons and ma! r! "A55a) Father-"
.here$ore the Churh) (n her eduat('e e$$ort) annot 5e ontented 2(th de'elop(n3 an! mere
human(t!) or per$et(on o$ human(t!- That (s not the o5;et o$ her 2or#- On the ontrar! her
(deal (s to supernatural(>e men) to ma#e them l(#e to <od- It (s o$ the essene o$ the Churh@s
harater that she should press on to2ards that 2h(h (s 5etter and pursue the 5est and h(3hest
that (s to 5e $ound (n hea'en and on earth) that she should mo'e (n the unsearha5le depths o$
the d('(ne m!ster! and there$ore lo'e the hero() the (nomprehens(5le and (none('a5le) the
2(de spaes o$ (n$(n(t!- That 2h(h 2as un(1uel! real(>ed (n Chr(st 2hen the Tr(une <od un(ted
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a human nature 2(th H(s d('(ne nature (n the un(t! o$ H(s person) that m!ster! o$ the ra(s(n3 o$
man to <od (s onstantl! repeated 5! 3rae (n the l($e o$ the (nd('(dual Chr(st(an-

Th(s ra(s(n3 o$ man to the most (nt(mate ommun(on o$ l($e and lo'e 2(th <od annot 5e
e$$eted 5! man h(msel$- It an 5e mer(ted 5! no human e$$ort- It (s the 2or# o$ <od alone- <od
3('es H(msel$ to those to 2hom He 2(lls to 3('e H(msel$) 2(th the most 3ratu(tous mer! and
lo'e- So (t (s the Churh@s dotr(ne that e'er! mo'ement o$ man to2ards <od) e'er! hol!
thou3ht) e'er! 3ood resolut(on and e'er! pure a$$et(on (s (n(t(ated and supported 5! <od@s
3raethe theolo3(ans spea# here o$ "atual" 3rae4 and $urther) that the de$(n(t('e
esta5l(shment o$ the ne2 l($e (n the soul) the state o$ d(ret ommun(on o$ l($e and lo'e 2(th
<od2h(h the theolo3(ans all "sant($!(n3" 3rae(s e$$eted (n the soul 5! <od alone
2(thout human mer(t- .e are made sons o$ <od solel! 5! the eternal lo'e o$ <od) 5! a
m!ster(ous operat(on o$ H(s po2er e$$eted supernaturall!-

The h(ld o$ <od) the sa(nt) (s there$ore aord(n3 to the Churh@s '(e2 essent(all! a reat(on o$
3rae) a h(ld o$ the eternal Lo'e- And s(ne (t (s the $unt(on o$ Chr(st and o$ Chr(st(an(t! to

 5r(n3 the lo'e and 3rae o$ <od to sense75ound man under the 'e(l o$ '(s(5le and e'(dent s(3ns)
there$ore the $(rst and h(e$ dut! o$ the Churh@s eduat('e at('(t! (s the saramental med(at(on
o$ the 3rae o$ Chr(st- The se'en saraments are <od@s appo(nted means) 2here5! man shall
ord(nar(l! %ord(nar(o modo, e6per(ene the at(on o$ the 3rae o$ Chr(st) the ele'at(on o$ h(s

 5e(n3 (nto the stream o$ <od@s l($e and lo'e- Th(s does not mean that e6traord(nar! 2a!s and
at('(t(es o$ 3rae are e6luded) as 2as sho2n (n the last Chapter-

On the other handand here (s the h(e$ d(st(nt(on 5et2een the Cathol( and the orthodo6
Lutheran onept(ons o$ ;ust($(at(onman (s not purel! pass('e under the at(on o$ 3rae l(#e
some l($eless stone or lo3- As the Churh one('es or(3(nal s(n) the natural rel(3(ous and moral
endo2ment o$ man 2as not destro!ed 5! that s(n) so that as the Lutheran "Formula o$ Conord"
e6presses (t "no spar# o$ sp(r(tual po2er 2as le$t h(m $or the #no2led3e o$ truth and
aompl(shment o$ 3ood-" Man@s rel(3(ous and moral $ault(es are not (mpa(red (n the(r natural
su5stane) 5ut 2ea#ened (n the(r operat(on) (nasmuh as or(3(nal s(n de$lets them $rom the(r
supernatural ourse and 3('es them there$ore a $alse d(ret(on- The e$$et o$ 3rae) as the
upsur3(n3 o$ the eternal lo'e 2(th(n h(m) (s to 5r(n3 a man@s $ault(es 5a# a3a(n (nto the(r
or(3(nal ourse) and so to d(sen3a3e them ompletel! and set them $ree- There$ore 3rae (s not
merel! ompass(onate mer!) nor (s (t l(#e some 5r(ll(ant loa# o$ 3old thro2n o'er the human
orpse- On the ontrar! the Churh one('es o$ (t as a '(tal $ore) 2h(h a2a#ens and
summons the po2ers o$ man@s soul) understand(n3) 2(ll and $eel(n3) (nsp(res them 2(th a ne2
lo'e) 2(th a ne2 $ear o$ <od and H(s ;ud3ments) 2(th a ne2 !earn(n3 $or transendent hol(ness
and (n$(n(te 3oodness- .hen 3rae thus 2or#s on the s(nner) ont(nuall! ur3(n3 h(m on 2(th (ts
seret 3oad to the he(3hts) (t produes (n man those sp(r(tual ats o$ $a(th) $ear and trust 2h(h
are the preparat(on on the human s(de $or ;ust($(at(on- The ;ust($(at(on (tsel$ 2h(h $ollo2s
these ats (s the sole 2or# o$ <od- In the sarament o$ 0apt(sm or Penane <od ans2ers the
appeal o$ the pen(tent 2(th H(s #(ss o$ $or3('(n3 lo'e: "I 5apt(>e thee) I a5sol'e thee-"

0utand here 2e see a3a(n the spe(al 1ual(t! o$ the Cathol( dotr(ne o$ ;ust($(at(on) the
d!nam( harater o$ the Churh@s onept(on<od does not merel! $or3('e- At the same t(me
as He $or3('es He sant($(es- So that ;ust($(at(on (s not a mere o'er(n3 o'er o$ s(n) a mere
e6ternal (mputat(on o$ the r(3hteousness o$ Chr(st- It (s the ommun(at(on o$ a true (n2ard
r(3hteousness) o$ a ne2 lo'e 2h(h rema#es the 2hole man4 (t (s sant($(at(on- &ust($(at(on and
sant($(at(on are not to 5e separated the one $rom the other) as thou3h sant($(at(on 2ere
merel! a happ! onse1uene o$ ;ust($(at(on- On the ontrar!) <od@s ;ust($!(n3 2ord o$
$or3('eness (s an omn(potent 2ord 2h(h rema#es the man) not onl! $or3('(n3 the pen(tent 5ut
on$err(n3 on h(m the supernatural l($e o$ 3rae4 na!) $or3('(n3 h(m $or the 'er! reason that (t
(mplants (n h(m the 3erm o$ th(s ne2 l($e- The $(rst e$$et o$ <od@s mer! (n the pen(tent (s the
a2a#en(n3 o$ th(s ne2 l($e) o$ th(s ne2 lo'e- Theolo3(ans all (t the "(n$us(on o$ lo'e" %(n$us(o
ar(tat(s,) 2h(h produes a ne2 sense o$ sonsh(p) so that the man r(es "A55a) Father-"
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There$ore) aord(n3 to Cathol( dotr(ne) the 3rae o$ ;ust($(at(on not onl! puts the man (nto a
ne2 relat(on 2(th <od) 5ut also produes a ne2 att(tude- It reates a ne2 heart and a ne2 lo'e-

Th(s ne2 heart) th(s ne2 state o$ r(3hteousness and hol(ness) (s not produed $ortu(tousl! and (n
a ma3(al manner- For the man (s alread! (n2ardl! ord(nated to th(s l($e 5! h(s preparator! ats
o$ $a(th) $ear and lo'e) ats supported 5! 3rae- H(s soul lon3eth $or the Lord- It panteth $or
H(m) l(#e the hart $or the $ounta(ns o$ 2ater- And <od ans2ers (ts appeal) ondesends to the
soul and permeates (t 2(th H(s ne2 lo'e- There$ore the 3rae o$ ;ust($(at(on has (ts

 ps!holo3(al po(nt o$ ontat (n the 3rae7 produed preparator! ats- And (t does not ome
$rom outs(de l(#e some al(en harm) 5ut as the reator to H(s reature- For <od) the pr(mal
reat('e $ore o$ all 5e(n3) (s 2(th(n us- He (s nearer to us than 2e to oursel'es- He (s the
$undamental 3round (n 2h(h our (nnermost 5e(n3 (s ontolo3(all! rooted- The ne2 l($e r(ses
$rom out o$ th(s d('(ne soure 2(th(n us 2h(h !et (s not oursel'es- It sets $ree all the 3ood

 po2ers o$ the soul- I o5ta(n a ne2 des(re) a ne2 stron3 and stead$ast 2(ll4 I am $(lled ane2 2(th
<od) I ha'e d('(ne har(t!- It (s not o$ me) and !et (t (s 2holl! m(ne- For (t omes $rom the
d('(ne 5as(s 2h(h ma(nta(ns and supports m! 5e(n3- There$ore the e6press(on "(n$us(on o$
har(t!" %(n$us(o antat(s, means that the ne2 lo'e $lo2s (nto me out o$ a pr(mal soure 2h(h (s
not m! o2n sel$- 0ut th(s pr(mal soure (s not $ar $rom me) 5ut 2(th(n me) $or (t (s at the 5as(s o$
m! 5e(n3- The man 2ho 5el(e'es (n the real(t! o$ <od must 5el(e'e also that th(s real(t! (s the
soure o$ all po2er and all 3rae) and that there$ore the ne2 l($e omes not $rom h(msel$ 5ut
$rom <od- That (s the mean(n3 o$ the e6press(on "(n$us(o-" I$ a man den(es (ts theolo3(al
su5stane) then h(s theolo3! (s an unsat(s$ator! su5;et('(sm- He does not atta(n to 5el(e$ (n the
transendental real(t! o$ <od- He rema(ns shut up (n h(s o2n e3o) and (s ult(matel! 5ound to
ma#e h(s o2n e3o the 5as(s o$ all real(t!) as (s done 5! (deal(st( mon(sm-

As 2e ha'e sa(d) the at o$ ;ust($(at(on (s the reat('e $ormat(on o$ a ne2 man) the man 2ho (s
 5orn a3a(n- 0ut th(s ne2 man (s as !et a h(ld 2ho ta#es m(l# and not sol(d $ood- The ne2 lo'e
2h(h (s (n$used (nto h(m 5! sant($!(n3 3rae has to 3ro2 and de'elop to the "measure o$ the
a3e o$ the $ullness o$ Chr(st-" In (ts (ns(stene that the 3rae o$ ;ust($(at(on has th(s po2er o$
3ro2th l(es the th(rd d(st(n3u(sh(n3 mar# o$ Cathol( teah(n3 onern(n3 ;ust($(at(on- "He that
(s ;ust) let h(m 5e ;ust($(ed st(ll: and he that (s hol!) let h(m 5e sant($(ed st(ll" %Apo- 66(() 99,-
The ne2 l($e (mplanted (n the soul (s) so to spea#) a supernatural "$orm" 2h(h sets $ree
ont(nuall! ne2 po2ers and ener3(es) 2h(h em5raes and ontrols all the man@s rel(3(ous and
moral l($e and e$$ort) and 2h(h (n that proess (tsel$ (nreases onstantl! (n depth and stren3th-
That (s 2hat theolo3(ans mean 2hen the! spea# o$ the (nrease o$ sant($!(n3 3rae- And all that
a man per$orms under the (n$luene o$ th(s ne2 lo'e has supernatural 'alue and (s no lon3er
someth(n3 pro$ane) natural and purel! human- H(s ats) 5eause an(mated 5! the 5reath o$
Chr(st@s lo'e) are o$ 'alue $or sal'at(on) are mer(tor(ous ats- That (s a $urther onse1uene o$
the Cathol( onept(on o$ ;ust($(at(on S(ne ;ust($(at(on (s a <od73('en sant($(at(on) an
(n$us(on o$ har(t!) and s(ne har(t! omes not $rom man 5ut $rom <od) all that (s per$ormed 5!
means o$ th(s har(t! (s o$ d('(ne 1ual(t!) stamped 2(th the seal o$ Chr(st- It (s mer(tor(ous- The
Cathol( a3rees 2(th St- Paul and emphat(all! den(es that man 2(th h(s natural po2ers an (n
the least de3ree mer(t eternal sal'at(on- There (s no suh th(n3 as natural mer(t) 5ut there (s mer(t

 5! 3rae- The reat('e and 1u(#en(n3 po2er o$ ;ust($(at(on (s man($ested e6atl! (n the $at
that (t permeates our natural) rel(3(ous and moral ener3(es 2(th the ne2) d('(ne lo'e) and there5!
ma#es us 5ear $ru(t 2orth! o$ eternal l($e- So that eternal l($e 5eomes) as St- Paul e6presses (t) a
2a3e and a re2ard- 0ut 2hen I sa! that) I am reall! sa!(n3 that (t (s the 3rae and po2er o$
Chr(st- For (t (s that alone 2h(h 3('es m! at('(t! 'alue (n the s(3ht o$ <od- So (n m! at('(t(es
(t (s the 3rae o$ Chr(st) and not an! po2er o$ m(ne) that (s e6pressed and (s re2arded- There$ore
there (s no room $or pr(de and sel$7 omplaen!- .here'er !ou ha'e the 3rae o$ Chr(st) there
!ou ha'e Chr(st(an hum(l(t!- ".hen !ou ha'e done all these th(n3s that are ommanded !ou)
sa!: .e are unpro$(ta5le ser'ants" %L#- 6'(() 9,- There$ore the mer(t 2h(h (s 2on 5! 3rae
does not e6lude hum(l(t!) 5ut (nludes (t-
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I$ 2e loo# at the matter more 5roadl!) th(s po(nt 5eomes st(ll pla(ner- .hen 2e de$(ne
 ;ust($(at(on as an "(n$us(on o$ har(t!" (t $ollo2s) (n the $ourth7plae) that th(s lo'e an 5e lost
a3a(n) and that e'en the ;ust($(ed are amena5le to the apostles@ 2ords: ".or# out !our sal'at(on
2(th $ear and trem5l(n3" %Ph(l- (() 9+,- The ;ust($(ed man has (ndeed an a5solute erta(nt! o$
$a(th) 5ut he has no unond(t(onal erta(nt! o$ sal'at(on) that (s to sa! that he does not #no2
2(th unond(t(onal erta(nt! 2hether he (s permanentl! 2orth! o$ lo'e or o$ hatred- It (s true
that he an 5! erta(n su5;et('e s(3ns and 5! earnest sel$7e6am(nat(on aserta(n 2(th moral
erta(nt! 2hether he (s at the moment (mpelled 5! the ne2 lo'e) and so 2hether he (s a h(ld o$
lo'e and a h(ld o$ <od- 0ut 2(thout a spe(al d('(ne re'elat(on he has no unond(t(onal
3uarantee that he (s at an! 3('en moment (n the 3rae o$ <od) nor has he an! unond(t(onal
erta(nt! that he ma! not (n the $uture) 5! m(sus(n3 h(s $reedom) 5! h(s o2n $ault) 5e depr('ed
o$ the lo'e o$ <od- Ho2e'er sol(d h(s p(et! ma! 5e) ho2e'er ma3nan(mous and oura3eous) !et
he a'o(ds a5o'e e'er!th(n3 sp(r(tual pr(de and o'er2een(n3 presumpt(on- H(s p(et! 3('es h(m
hum(l(t!) the '('(d ons(ousness that he a5(des 2holl! (n the hands o$ <od and must al2a!s

 pra! hum5l! 2(th the pu5l(an: "Lord) 5e mer($ul to me a s(nner?" The ausat(on (s le'eled
a3a(nst the Churh that th(s teah(n3 o$ hers onern(n3 the unerta(nt! o$ sal'at(on she harasses
the Cathol( ons(ene) and that she has made the malad! o$ srupulos(t! endem( (n
Cathol((sm-89 Th(s reproah (s a 3ross e6a33erat(on- It (s true that there are patholo3(al states)
espe(all! at the t(me o$ adolesene) 2h(h $eed $or ho(e on rel(3(ous onept(ons- And suh
states are espe(all! dan3erous 2hen rel(3(ous (nstrut(on (s de$et('e or 2here (t (s (n the hands
o$ lums! d(retors- 0ut Protestant(sm also has suh srupulous souls- <oethe h(msel$ laments
the rel(3(ous sruples o$ h(s !outh- And 3enerall! spea#(n3 suh people are not srupulous

 5eause th(s or that truth o$ $a(th terr($(es them) 5ut the! allo2 themsel'es to 5e terr($(ed 5!
them 5eause the! are alread! srupulous- Srupulos(t! (s (n $at a ond(t(on o$ ps!ho7ph!s(al
(n$(rm(t!) 2h(h (s not reated) 5ut onl! d(sen3a3ed 5! rel(3(ous onept(ons- The ond(t(on
sho2s (tsel$ part(ularl! (n a la# o$ '(tal(t! and on$(dene on the one hand) and on the other (n
an e6a33erated sel$7enteredness- M(lder ases 2(ll !(eld to the treatment o$ the sp(r(tual
d(retor) 5ut the more d($$(ult ases re1u(re the mental spe(al(st- Cathol( pastoral theolo3!)
2h(le 2arn(n3 us a3a(nst presumptuous trust (n <od@s mer!) (ns(sts 2(th 1u(te as muh '(3or on
the (mmeasura5le r(hes o$ H(s 3oodness"$or He (s 3ood-" It (s the $ault o$ the (n'al(d) and not
o$ the Churh) ($ he hears onl! the 2arn(n3 and ne3lets the assurane-

To sum up: the spe(al 1ual(t! o$ the Cathol( dotr(ne o$ ;ust($(at(on l(es on the one hand (n (ts
lear and ons(stent emphas(s on 3rae) on the unmer(ted nature o$ the ne2 l($e and the ne2
lo'e) and on the other hand (n (ts de(s('e summons to man@s rel(3(ous and moral po2ers to pla!
the(r part (n the 2or# o$ 3rae- The unmer(ted harater o$ ;ust($(at(on (s man($ested (n the
Churh@s saramental(sm- The de(s('e 2ord o$ sant($(at(on (s not spo#en 5! man) 5ut 5! <od)
(n the sarament@s '(s(5le s(3n o$ 3rae-

On the other hand 3rae (s a d!nam( $ore 2h(h sets $ree all man@s rel(3(ous and moral po2ers
to ta#e the(r share (n the 2or# o$ sal'at(on- So that the saramental and d('(ne $ator (s ;o(ned 5!
the moral and human $ator) that (s to sa! 5! man@s personal (n(t(at('e set $ree and ontrolled 5!
3rae- In the 2or# o$ sal'at(on <od and man) 3rae and nature) sarament and moral e$$ort are
un(ted- .e ha'e there$ore (n ;ust($(at(on a repet(t(on o$ the $undamental m!ster! o$ Chr(st(an(t!)
the ondesens(on o$ <od to man and the ra(s(n3 o$ man to <od- The ats o$ a ;ust($(ed man are
ne(ther purel! d('(ne nor purel! human) 5ut a ompound o$ d('(n(t! and human(t!-

And $rom th(s 2e ma! understand ho2 $ar the sant($!(n3 at(on o$ the Churh apparentl!
mo'es alon3 t2o d(st(nt l(nes) 5e(n3 saramental and m!st(al on the one hand) and moral and
aset(al on the other- In real(t! these t2o l(nes do not run parallel to eah other) st(ll less (n
oppos(te d(ret(ons4 the! run (n eah other) and are mutuall! (nterlaed- There (s no sant(t! (n
the Churh 2h(h (s not saramental) and there (s no saramental at 2h(h (s not at the same
t(me a str('(n3 a$ter sant(t!- In the ne6t Chapter) 2hen 2e desr(5e the sant($!(n3 po2ers and
means o$ 3rae to 5e $ound (n "Hol! Churh)" 2e shall note that po(nt- In aordane 2(th the
Cathol( onept(on o$ ;ust($(at(on these po2ers and means 2(ll 5e $ound to l(e partl! (n the
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rel(3(ous and saramental sphere) and partl! (n the doma(n o$ the eth(al and aset(al- For the
 present let us 5e ontent to desr(5e the saramental e$$et('eness o$ the Churh-

.e ha'e alread! sho2n ho2 the se'en saraments o$ the Churh em5rae the 2hole o$ human
l($e) and ho2 the! sant($! all (ts he(3hts and depths- The soul at peae 2(th <od (s sant($(ed (n
Con$(rmat(on and Hol! Euhar(st4 the soul 5urdened 2(th s(n (n 0apt(sm and Penane4 the
a$$l(ted soul) (n the a2$ul hour o$ death) (n the Last Ano(nt(n3- The ommun(t! l($e also (s
sant($(ed 5! the saramental 5less(n3: on (ts so(al s(de 5! the sarament o$ Matr(mon!) on (ts
rel(3(ous s(de 5! the sarament o$ Hol! Orders- It (s 5e$ore all else the real(sm o$ (ts saramental
thou3ht 2h(h 3('es the saramental 2orsh(p o$ the Churh (ts rel(3(ous and moral 'alue- The
Churh does not attenuate the sarament (nto an empt! s!m5ol) or (nto a s(3n o$ 3rae 2h(h
o5ta(ns all (ts e$$(a! $rom su5;et('e $a(th- On the ontrar! (t (s a real e6press(on o$ our Lord@s
3ra(ous 2(ll) a s(3n o$ Chr(st %s(3num Chr(st(,) and as suh (t alread! ensures the presene o$
H(s 3rae throu3h (tsel$) throu3h (ts atual per$ormane- That (s a $undamental po(nt o$ Cathol(
saramental dotr(ne- "A sarament (s not $ul$(lled 5! the $at that one 5el(e'es (n (t) 5ut 5! the
$at that (t (s per$ormed-" %Saramenta non (mplentur dum reduntur) sed dum $(unt-, Thus
throu3h the saraments d('(ne 3rae 2(ns tan3(5le real(t! and 5eomes a '(s(5le and present
'alue- There$ore the Cathol() (n ree('(n3 the sarament) (s as sure o$ the presene o$ d('(ne
lo'e as the h(ld (s o$ the lo'e o$ (ts mother- In the Sar($(e o$ the Mass 2e are not merel!
rem(nded o$ the Sar($(e o$ the Cross (n a s!m5ol(al $orm- On the ontrar! the Sar($(e o$
Cal'ar!) as a 3reat supra7temporal real(t!) enters (nto the (mmed(ate present- Spae and t(me are
a5ol(shed- The same &esus (s here present 2ho d(ed on the Cross- The 2hole on3re3at(on un(tes
(tsel$ 2(th H(s hol! sar($((al 2(ll) and throu3h &esus present 5e$ore (t onserates (tsel$ to the
hea'enl! Father as a l('(n3 o5lat(on- So Hol! Mass (s a tremendousl! real e6per(ene) the
e6per(ene o$ the real(t! o$ <ol3otha- And a stream o$ sorro2 and repentane) o$ lo'e and
de'ot(on) o$ hero(sm and the sp(r(t o$ sar($(e $lo2s out $rom the altar and passes throu3h the

 pra!(n3 on3re3at(on- These are not mere 2ords- From th(s representat(on o$ the Sar($(e o$ the
Cross thousands o$ Cathol(s da(l! dra2 stren3th and ;o!) so that the! ma! $ae the sar($(es)
small or 3reat) o$ the(r e'er!da! l($e- And (t 2as (n the shado2 o$ the altar that the Cathol(
sa(ntsthose e6amples o$ hero( de'ot(on to Chr(st and to H(s 5rethren3re2 to matur(t!- The
Protestant theolo3(an) N(e5er3all) dra2s attent(on to th(s h(3h 'alue o$ Hol! Mass- ".e annot)"
he 2r(tes) "set too h(3h a 'alue on the Roman Mass as a sp(r(tual po2er (n the rel(3(ous l($e-"8+
And He(ler laments (n '(3orous terms that the Re$ormat(on 2as not a5le) 2h(le rene2(n3 the
ommon 2orsh(p o$ <od) "to en#(ndle that (nt(mate and $er'ent l($e o$ pra!er 2h(h (s e6(ted

 5! the Cathol( ser'(e o$ Mass-" "I ha'e o5ser'ed)" he sa!s) "the l($e o$ pra!er (n 5oth
ommun(ons) lon3 and are$ull! and 2(th omplete (mpart(al(t!) and I ha'e a3a(n and a3a(n
ree('ed the (mpress(on thatapart $rom erta(n l(m(ted sets and m(nor 5od(esthere (s more
and more (n2ard pra!er (n Cathol( than (n Protestant 2orsh(p- .hen I re$let upon m!
e6per(ene) I am ont(nuall! rem(nded o$ .ellhausen@s harater(st( sa!(n3 that Protestant
2orsh(p (s at 5ottom Cathol( 2orsh(p - - - 2(th the heart ta#en out o$ (t-"8* The heart that
.ellhausen and He(ler (ntend (s the Cathol(@s e6per(ene o$ real(t! (n the 3reat M!ster!) h(s
assurane that (n (t the 3rae o$ Chr(st reall! and trul! enters our 2orld o$ spae and t(me and
touhes h(s soul-

The po2er o$ th(s real e6per(ene to pur($!) sant($!) onsole and re;o(e) (s man($ested
 part(ularl!) apart $rom the Mass) (n Hol! Commun(on and (n Con$ess(on- The $a(th$ul Cathol(
does not merel! hope that &esus 2(ll ome to h(m- He #no2s that He does- He #no2s that &esus
(s there as reall! and trul! as He 2as one present (n the pper Room or 5! the Sea o$ <al(lee-
Th(s ons(ousness o$ H(s presene e'o#es (n the soul the 2hole sale o$ rel(3(ous sent(ment
$rom the deep hum(l(t! o$ "Lord) I am not 2orth!" %=om(ne) non sum d(3nus, to the happ!
(nt(ma! o$ "&esus) the onl! thou3ht o$ Thee" %&esu dul(s memor(a,- Hol! Commun(on (s a
l('(n3 (nterourse 2(th &esus trul! present) and (s there$ore a perenn(al spr(n3 o$ de'ot(on to
&esus- As He(ler r(3htl! remar#s) (t (s "the ulm(nat(n3 po(nt o$ Cathol( p(et!- In (t the Cathol(
l($e o$ pra!er atta(ns that depth) $er'or and stren3th 2h(h onl! he #no2s 2ho has h(msel$
e6per(ened (t-"8 And s(ne &esus (s not present onl! (n the moment o$ reept(on) 5ut so lon3
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as the "spe(es)" the '(s(5le) oular s(3ns o$ H(s presene last) He also en#(ndles the rel(3(ous
and moral l($e o$ the Cathol( outs(de the l(tur3! proper) (n e'er! hurh (n 2h(h the most Hol!
Sarament (s reser'ed- It (s not the $r(endl! 3l(mmer o$ the santuar! lamp 2h(h 5urns 5e$ore
the altar) nor the solemn $(3ures o$ the sa(nts on the 2alls) nor the d(m) rel(3(ous l(3ht o$ the

 5u(ld(n3 and (ts ma;est( s(lene) that rad(ate o'er a Cathol( hurh (ts harm o$ d('(ne
(nt(ma! and de'ot(on- Those th(n3s ma! ser'e to protet and promote de'ot(on4 5ut the th(n3
that en#(ndles (t) (s l('(n3 $a(th (n the presene o$ &esus- Here) 5e$ore the ta5ernale) the Cathol(
soul enats (ts most sared hours) here (t dr(n#s (n l($e (n (ts deepest) most d('(ne 1u(ntessene)
here all t(me (s s(lent and etern(t! spea#s- He(ler@s statement that Cathol((sm has a s!nret(
harater) 5e(n3 o'erla(d 2(th al(en mater(al) annot 5e 5etter re5utted than 5! h(s o2n 2ords) (n
a pre'(ous 5oo#) a5out these euhar(st( de'ot(ons (n Cathol( hurhes- "He 2ho o5ser'es)" he
2r(tes) "(n Cathol( hurhes these men pra!(n3 (n ontemplat('e a5sorpt(on) must adm(t that
<od@s sp(r(t trul! l('es (n th(s Churh - - - and he 2ho see#s $or a parallel to th(s l($e (n the
Protestant hurhes) must reo3n(>e to h(s sorro2 that the! ha'e noth(n3 s(m(lar to sho2-"8D

The Cathol( saramental (dea) the (dea o$ real d('(ne 3rae saramentall! on'e!ed) sho2s (ts
 po2er o$ moral rene2al not onl! (n Mass and the Hol! Euhar(st) 5ut also and not least (n
Con$ess(on- The Cathol( #no2s that the pr(est does not hear on$ess(ons (n h(s o2n r(3ht 5ut as
the representat('e o$ <od) and that 2hate'er he 5(nds or looses on earth (n the name o$ &esus
2(ll 5e 5ound and loosed (n hea'en also) and th(s #no2led3e 3('es on$ess(on (ts deep
ser(ousness) (ts a5solute truth$ulness and (ts 5ra(n3 po2er- In e'er! 3ood on$ess(on the hol(est
'(tor(es are 2on 5! the po2er o$ ons(ene) 5! lo'e $or pur(t! and 3oodness) 5! des(re o$ <od
and o$ peae o$ soul- Con$ess(on has 3('en ne2 oura3e and ne2 on$(dene and a $resh start (n
l($e to m(ll(ons o$ men- No less a person than <oethe pra(ses the pro$ound 2(sdom o$ Cathol(
on$ess(on) and laments that he 2as pre'ented (n h(s !outh $rom settl(n3 h(s stran3e rel(3(ous
sruples 5! reourse to (t-8 Hama# does not hes(tate to sa! that Protestant(sm 2as 3u(lt! o$
"ulpa5le $oll!" (n "uproot(n3 the 2hole tree o$ on$ess(on 5eause some o$ (ts $ru(t had 3one

 5ad-"8G Yet the "tree" (s no 3ood) ($ (t 5e not a l('(n3 tree- And (t 3ets th(s l($e $rom the Cathol(
dotr(ne that the a5solut(on (mparted (n the sarament o$ Con$ess(on (s no mere e6press(on o$ a
hope) 5ut (s a onsol(n3 atual(t!-

0ut (t (s not onl! th(s real(sm o$ the Churh@s saramental 5el(e$ 2h(h ma#es Cathol(
saramental prat(e so $ru(t$ul- The Churh pla!s an e1uall! e$$et('e part (n the ps!holo3(al
tat and omprehens(on 2(th 2h(h she on'e!s the saraments to her h(ldren- She does that

 partl! 5! the pos(t('e re1u(rement that all 2ho 2ould 5e aounted mem5ers o$ her ommun(on
shall attend Mass on Sunda!s and Hol!da!s and so a1u(re $or themsel'es the sp(r(t o$ lo'e and
sar($(e $or the(r da(l! l($e) and $urther 5! st(pulat(n3 that e'er! one 2ho has ome to the use o$
reason shall rene2 h(s moral l($e at least one a !ear 5! a 3ood on$ess(on and at Easter ree('e
the 0od! o$ the Lord- 0! these pos(t('e st(pulat(ons she ensures that all the $a(th$ul shall ha'e at
least a m(n(mum o$ a supernatural moral and rel(3(ous l($e- 0ut) st(ll more e$$et('el! than
throu3h these pos(t('e enatments) the Churh promotes saramental p(et! 5! 2(sel! em5edd(n3
the reept(on o$ the saraments (n the rh!thm o$ e'er!da! l($e) (n the ourse o$ a man@s personal
and so(al l($e and (ts dut(es- <oethe sa!s %op- (t- a5o'e, that "(n moral and rel(3(ous matters ----
men do not l(#e to do muh (mpromptu-" The Churh (s a2are o$ that $at and there$ore she
does not 2a(t unt(l men ome to the supernatural o$ the(r o2n aord- On the ontrar! she sets (t
am(d the at('(t(es o$ human l($e) so that (n and throu3h these at('(t(es men must at the same
t(me pere('e and ta#e not(e o$ the supernatural- That (s the mean(n3 o$ the eles(ast(al !ear
and (ts solemn(t(es- The 2hole h(stor! o$ redempt(on) 5e3(nn(n3 (n Ad'ent 2(th the hopes o$

 patr(arhs and prophets) and pass(n3 throu3h the Cr(5 and the Cross to the allelu(a o$ Easter and
the m(3ht! 2(nd o$ Penteost) (s (nter2o'en 2(th the ourse o$ the natural !ear- .(th the
re'olut(on o$ the months and 2ee#s and da!s there (s a han3e also (n the preah(n3 o$ the
Churh and (n her l(tur3!- Ne2 depths o$ the d('(ne m!ster! are ont(nuall! 5e(n3 d(slosed)
ne2 '(s(ons o$ the lo'e and 3rae o$ Chr(st- So the Cathol( (s 5e(n3 onstantl! summoned out
o$ h(s e'er!da! l($e and enr(hed 2(th onstantl! ne2 (mpress(ons) (ns(3hts and po2ers- He (s
thus a5le (n a l('(n3 and pro3ress('e manner to 3et (nto touh 2(th the Churh and to ma(nta(n a





THE SPIRIT OF CATHOLICISM Karl Adam 91

s!mpathet( ontat 2(th her- In part(ular the Churh@s $east7da!s are popular $easts (n the
no5lest sense o$ the 2ord) a ;o!$ul than#s3('(n3 and ;u5(lat(on 5e$ore the Most Hol! Sarament-

 Nor the! alone) $or e'er! da! (s made to ser'e the Churh@s l($e and (ts m!ster(es$rom the
morn(n3 An3elus to the e'en(n3 A'e 5ell- There (s no da! 5ut 5ears some sa(nt@s name) no 2ee#7
da! that (s not onserated to some spe(al de'ot(on- Thursda! (s ass(3ned to 'enerat(on o$ the
Sarament o$ the Altar) Fr(da! to remem5rane o$ the Pass(on o$ Chr(st) Saturda! to 'enerat(on
o$ the most pure B(r3(n- And e'er! month too has (ts spe(al rel(3(ous harater- Ma! (s the
month o$ Mar!) &une the month o$ the Sared Heart) &ul! the month o$ the Pre(ous 0lood)
Oto5er the month o$ the Rosar!) No'em5er the month o$ the Hol! Souls- And the personal l($e
too) l(#e the 3eneral ourse o$ the !ear) (s se(>ed and permeated (n (ts (n2ard rh!thm 5! the
m!st(al po2er o$ the saraments- E'er! de'out Cathol( has h(s o2n spe(al $east da!s on
2h(h he approahes the ta5le o$ the Lord- There (s no ;o! and no sorro2 that enters h(s l($e
2h(h does not ta#e h(m to the altar) $rom Nupt(al Mass to Re1u(em- For all h(s personal
(nterests) hopes and an6(et(es) there are tr(duums and no'enas 5e$ore the 0lessed Sarament-
And (n order that the rh!thm o$ so(al l($e ma! 5e made harmon(ous 5! rel(3(ous and
saramental onords) the hurh appro'es (nnumera5le on$ratern(t(es and sodal(t(es)
on$ratern(t! altars and 5anners and $easts) (n 2h(h rel(3(ous e$$ort a(ms at a spe(all! (nt(mate
and lo$t! ommun(t! e6press(on- And to that e6tent (t ma! 5e r(3htl! sa(d that Cathol((sm (s the
"rel(3(on o$ e6alted moments-" From out o$ the (n$(n(te a5undane o$ (ts 2ealth (t (s onstantl!)
as the hours pass) 5r(n3(n3 ne2 3ems and ne2 treasures to l(3ht) and these 3('e a onstantl! ne2
st(mulus to the $a(th$ul and enr(h them and do not su$$er the(r (nterest to $la3- So N(e5er3all
desr(5es the Churh as a "m(stress o$ ;o! to her h(ldren-" The l($e and at('(t! o$ the Churh
are (rrad(ated 2(th (nnoent ;o!) serene 5r(3htness) de'out 3ladness- The soure o$ all th(s
de'out happ(ness (s the Ta5ernale) 5el(e$ (n the 5ene$(ent presene o$ the eternal Lo'e- All
eles(ast(al art has or(3(nated (n th(s de'out 3ladness- "<oth( arh(teture)" sa(d the
Protestant =ean Lehler) "(s at home onl! 2here the mass 5ell r(n3s-" And he ;ustl! adds:
".(thout the 2orsh(p o$ Cathol((sm ne(ther Raphael nor Fra An3el(o) ne(ther Hu5ert Ban
E!#) nor the !oun3er Hol5e(n) nor !et Loren>o <h(5ert() Be(t Stoss and Peter B(sher) 2ould
ha'e produed the mar'elous ah(e'ements o$ the(r art and endo2ed the hurhes o$ <od on
earth 2(th a 2ealth o$ sared 5eaut! 2h(h 2(ll rema(n a treasure $or all t(me-8 I am not sure
that th(s (nt(mate onnet(on o$ Chr(st(an art 2(th the Hol! Euhar(st) o$ the athedral 2(th the
Ta5ernale) (s 3enerall! reo3n(>ed- Cathol( hurhes) 2hether o$ an(ent or modern t(mes)
2(th all the(r 2ealth o$ 5eaut!) are euhar(st( reat(ons- The! ha'e sprun3 $rom a l('(n3 $a(th (n
the saramental Presene o$ our Lord- And 2here th(s $a(th has departed the! lose the(r deepest
mean(n3 and are le$t 2(thout the (dea 2h(h reated and (nsp(red them- The! are 5eaut($ul 5ut
dead) 5od(es 2(thout a soul-

Muh more m(3ht 5e sa(d to sho2 ho2 the Churh) (n her saramental 2or# $or souls) em5raes
also the (nan(mate reat(on) onserat(n3 the altar stone) onserat(n3 also the hurh@s 5ells- .e
m(3ht spea# o$ her Ro3at(on =a!s 2hereon she 5lesses the produe o$ the $(elds) and tell ho2
on Corpus Chr(st( =a! she arr(es the 0lessed Sarament out (nto the spr(n37t(me- The 2hole o$
nature) the $lo2ers o$ the $(eld) the 2a6 o$ the 5ee) the ears o$ orn) salt and (nense) 3old)

 pre(ous stones and s(mple l(nenthere (s noth(n3 2h(h she does not 5r(n3 (nto the ser'(e o$
the sared M!ster!) and 5(d them spea# o$ It 2(th the(r thousand ton3ues- nder her hands all
nature 5eomes a "L($t up !our hearts" %Sursum orda, and a "0less !e the Lord" %0ened((te
=om(no,- "E'er!2here)" sa!s N(e5er3all) "she ma#es men see the Hol! and she $(lls the 2hole
en'(ronment o$ her adherents 2(th (ts harm and rad(ane-" And 2here the Churh hersel$ (s not
at('e) there her h(ldren are at 2or#- .(th hands that are rude and hum5le) 5ut 2(th e!es
sh(n(n3 2(th the l(3ht o$ $a(th) the! eret the(r sared (ma3es and ru($(6es (n $(elds and 5!
mounta(n paths) and arr! the l(3ht and onserat(on o$ the d('(ne up to the soar(n3 pea# and
do2n to the $oam(n3 torrent- Am(d a Cathol( $ol# and (n a Cathol( landthere statues o$ our
Lad! stand 5! the roads(de) there the An3elus 5ell (s heard) there men st(ll 3reet one another
2(th the 2ords) "Pra(sed 5e &esus Chr(st-"
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.e ha'e endea'ored to est(mate (n a $e2 5r(e$ sentenes the Churh@s saramental and m!st(al
at(on (n the $ormat(on o$ the "homo santus)" the sa(nt- .e ha'e seen that she (s a5le 5oth
omprehens('el! and pro$oundl!) 2(th real(st( $ore and 2(th ps!holo3(al (ns(3ht) to 5r(n3
<od@s 3rae do2n to men) and am(d the dust and turmo(l o$ e'er!da! l($e to ma#e the All Hol!
'(s(5le am(dst (nnumera5le andles- Yet that (s onl! one aspet o$ the Chr(st(an 2or# o$
redempt(on- In the ne6t Chapter (t shall 5e our 5us(ness to e6pla(n ho2 the Churh) (n
aordane 2(th the Cathol( onept(on o$ ;ust($(at(on) ah(e'es the other hal$ o$ her tas#- .e
shall ha'e to sho2) that (s) ho2 the Churh not onl! 5r(n3s the K(n3dom o$ <od to men) 5ut
also 5r(n3s men to that K(n3dom-
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>$ '$ @echler) %&ie 'onfessionen in ihrem Verhaltnis (u Christus)% #><<) p$ ##$

Chapter II: The Eduat('e At(on o$ the Churh

 3anctify them in truth4 thy word is truth ( 5n. xvii, ').

Aord(n3 to the Cathol( onept(on o$ ;ust($(at(on the redempt('e $unt(on o$ the Churh
does not ons(st onl! (n 5r(n3(n3 the K(n3dom o$ <od to man) 5ut also (n 5r(n3(n3 man to the
K(n3dom o$ <od) (-e- (n eduat(n3 h(s moral 2(ll) 5! preah(n3 and d(s(pl(ne) $or Chr(st and
H(s 3rae) and (n esta5l(sh(n3 h(m e'er more and more $(rml! (n th(s 3rae- .e ha'e to ons(der
there$ore) 5es(des that pastoral at('(t! o$ the Churh 2h(h (s saramental and 5r(n3s 3rae to
men) her eduat('e at('(t! also) that (s to sa! her earnest endea'or that "the tree planted 5! the
runn(n3 2aters shall 5r(n3 $orth (ts $ru(t (n due season and that (ts lea$ shall not $all o$$ %Ps- () *,-

O$ pr(mar! (mportane $or th(s eduat('e tas# (s the Churh@s la(m to author(t!) to the spe(al
d('(ne author(t! 2h(h she asserts (n her preah(n3 o$ the 2ord o$ <od- It (s true that non7
Cathol( 5od(es also preah o$ Chr(st and H(s K(n3dom) and 2e than# <od that the! do so- 0ut
the Cathol( Churh alone preahes l(#e her d('(ne Master) l(#e one "ha'(n3 po2er" %Mt- '(()
+J,- 0! the un5ro#en ser(es o$ her 5(shops she stands (n a real) h(stor(al onnet(on 2(th Chr(st
and H(s apostles- She alone an trul! sa!) Lo) here (s Chr(st? here are the apostles? And the
un(mpa(red un(t! o$ her $a(th and lo'e 3uarantees that her o5;et('e onnet(on 2(th Chr(st (s a
onnet(on o$ the sp(r(t also) (nsp(red 5! the Sp(r(t o$ Penteost- No mere human author(t! an
ha'e (ntruded (tsel$ here 2here Chr(st alone preahes- As the one 3roup o$ our Lord@s d(s(ples
e6tended throu3h spae and t(me) the Churh and the Churh alone an stand 5e$ore men and
la(m $or her preah(n3 the author(t! 2h(h &esus 3a'e to H(s d(s(ples (n the 2ords: "He that
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heareth !ou) heareth me4 and he that desp(seth !ou) desp(seth me4 and he that desp(seth me)
desp(seth h(m that sent me" %L#- 6) 9,- There$ore the Cathol( hear#ens to the Churh@s
teah(n3 2(th un$e(3ned respet and unl(m(ted on$(dene- He does not p(# and hoose) or
e6er(se pr('ate ;ud3ment) or 2(thhold h(s assent) or ta#e up an e'as('e att(tude- For h(m the
2ords Chr(st and the Churh $orm one phrase and onnote a s(n3le th(n3- So that the Churh@s

 preah(n3 has an o'er2helm(n3 po2er and an a5solute 'al(d(t!- It sets a standard) and (t (s a la2-
0ut (t (s not a la2 that omes upon the Cathol( as someth(n3 e6ternal and al(en to h(msel$) to
2h(h he su5m(ts res(3nedl! as he 2ould to the u#ase o$ an a5solute monarh- Cathol((sm does
not reo3n(>e an! heteronomous moral(t! o$ that sort) 2h(h su5m(ts (tsel$ to some al(en la2

 5eause and (n so $ar as (t (s an al(en la2- The theolo3(ans are unan(mous (n depreat(n3 that
sp(r(tual state 2here(n a man@s moral at('(t! (s determ(ned onl! 5! $ear and ompuls(on- The
Cathol( reo3n(>es (n the ord(nar! and e6traord(nar! teah(n3 o$ the Churh the e6press(on o$
<od@s 2(ll- He #no2s that the Churh does not ma#e the d('(ne la2 o$ $a(th and morals) 5ut onl!
author(tat('el! attests (t) (ts ontents and (ts 'al(d(t!- The la2 (s the re1u(rement o$ <od) nor (s (t
as suh an ar5(trar! d(tate o$ the d('(ne 2(llno (mportant theolo3(an) not e'en =uns Sotus)
has e'er understood the d('(ne la2 (n that 2a!5ut the re'elat(on o$ the d('(ne .(sdom)
Sant(t! and <oodness- Its pos(t('e ord(nanes represent the (deal o$ human(t! as the eternal
.(sdom and Lo'e des(re (t to 5e real(>ed) and the ne2 man as <od@s des(3n 2ould ha'e h(m- O$
(ts essene) there$ore) the la2 o$ <od does not (mpose a 5urden on human nature) 5ut (s an
enr(h(n3) $ul$(ll(n3 and per$et(n3 o$ (t- It (s a l($e73('(n3 truth and a l($e73('(n3 la2- And
there$ore the Cathol( a$$(rms (t (n the l(3ht o$ h(s prat(al reason and 5! a $ree ho(e o$ h(s
2(ll ma#es (t h(s o2n) so that (t 5eomes h(s o2n la2) an at o$ h(s moral $reedom) a
determ(nat(on o$ h(s moral ons(ene- There$ore ons(ene ma#es the o5;et('e la2 (ts o2n-
In that sense (s (t that ons(ene (s the pro6(mate and (mmed(ate norm o$ human at(on4 5ut (t (s
a norm 2h(h (s or(entated to the o5;et('e la2- There (s no room here $or the ar5(trar!-
Cons(ene) to use St- Thomas@s 2ords) (s the "om(n3 o$ d('(ne preept to man" %per'ent(o

 praeept( d('(n( ad hom(nem) =e 'er(tate) - 6'(() A- ) ad +,- For (n a normal man the rat(onal
2(ll that operates (n the de(s(ons o$ ons(ene (s ord(nated to noth(n3 else than to the realm o$
the o5;et('el! 3ood and hol!) that (s) to the 2(ll o$ <od- There$ore the moral l($e o$ a Cathol(
(s not 3o'erned 5! an al(en la2 nor 5! a su5;et('e la2) 5ut 5! the 2(ll o$ <od) (nasmuh as h(s
ons(ene ons(ders (tsel$ 5ound 5! the o5;et('e norms o$ d('(ne re'elat(on-

 Ne'ertheless (t (s poss(5le that a man@s prat(al reason ma! somet(mes $a(l) not reo3n(>(n3
<od@s 2(ll pla(nl! and learl! as suh or 5e(n3 (n'ol'ed (n (n'(n(5le error- In suh a ase he (s
not 5ound to the o5;et('e la2) 5ut to that 2h(h appears to h(s ons(ene to 5e <od@s 2(ll)
althou3h the ;ud3ment o$ h(s ons(ene 5e o5;et('el! $alse- No less an author(t! than St-
Thomas stresses th(s o5l(3at(on o$ the erroneous ons(ene- E'en (n the ase o$ so '(tal a
matter as 5el(e$ (n Chr(st a man 2ould at 2ron3l! 2ho should pro$ess th(s $a(th a3a(nst the

 ;ud3ment o$ h(s %erroneous, ons(ene %Summa) Pr(ma Seundae) - 6(6) A- D4 $- uod l(5- ((()
+G,-

Ma! a Cathol( e'er 5e ;ust($(ed (n re$us(n3 to o5e! the hurh/ Let us treat th(s 1uest(on more
$ull!) $or (t (llustrates (n a un(1ue 2a! the de(s('e (mportane 2h(h the Churh ass(3ns to
ons(ene) and the relat(on o$ the su5;et('e d(tates o$ ons(ene to the o5;et('e ord(nanes
o$ la2-

0e(n3 ons(ous that she (s the (n$all(5le teaher o$ re'ealed truth and the sole e$$et('e (nst(tute
$or sal'at(on) the Churh an ne'er adm(t that Cathol(s are (n the same ond(t(on as those 2ho
ha'e not !et ome to the $a(th) so that the! an ha'e ;ust ause $or re3ard(n3 the $a(th 2h(h
the! ha'e alread! ree('ed 5! the author(tat('e teah(n3 o$ the Churh as dou5t$ul) and $or
2(thhold(n3 the(r assent unt(l the! ha'e ompleted a s(ent($( demonstrat(on o$ the red(5(l(t!
and truth o$ the(r $a(th-89

There$ore) aord(n3 to the Bat(an Coun(l) the sp(r(tual relat(on o$ the Cathol( to the 3reat
#(n3dom o$ supernatural real(t! and (ts pro5lems (s pro$oundl! d($$erent $rom that o$ the non7





THE SPIRIT OF CATHOLICISM Karl Adam 94

Cathol(- The Coun(l la!s (t do2n that the d('(ne e'(denes) to 2h(h the Churh and the
Churh onl! an appeal) are too man! %multa, and too 2onder$ul %m(ra,) $or a Cathol(@s $a(th to

 5e d(stur5ed 5! a ser(ous and o5;et('e dou5t- The Churh@s la(m to the truth (s so deepl! set (n
the hard 3ran(te o$ h(stor(al $ats and o$ lo3(al ons(sten!) and (s so (nt(matel! 5ound7up 2(th
the ult(mate and pro$oundest re1u(rements o$ ons(ene) 2(th (ts re'erene 5e$ore that 2h(h (s
hol! and d('(ne) that (t an stand $ast and pre'a(l o'er an! poss(5le (n1u(r!) 2hether past)

 present or $uture- Moreo'er the Cathol( annot 5eome the pre! o$ an! merel! su5;et('e
dou5t) rest(n3 upon $alse presuppos(t(ons or erroneous dedut(ons) so lon3 as he does not

 proudl! and arro3antl! e6lude that l(3ht o$ 3rae 2h(h (s re$used to no man o$ 3ood 2(ll-

Th(s l(3ht 2(ll al2a!s 5e lear and stron3 enou3h to re'eal the soures o$ an! m(sunderstand(n3
and to pre'ent h(m s(n#(n3 (nto (n'(n(5le error %error (n'(n(5(l(s,- The Cathol( (s there$ore
3enerall! proteted $rom that rad(al att(tude 2h(h del(5eratel! detahes a man (n2ardl! $rom
the pro$essed $a(th o$ Cathol( Chr(st(an(t! and) re'el(n3 (n a purel! ne3at('e r(t((sm) em5ar#s
upon researh a5out Chr(st and the Churh as thou3h ne(ther e6(sted- On the other hand the
Churh does not ompel the Cathol( to shut h(s e!es to the rel(3(ous pro5lems 2h(h ar(se) nor
on'(t(on o$ ons(ene- E'en thou3h the ;ud3ment o$ h(s ons(ene 5e o5;et('el! $alse and
e'en thou3h (t 5e not (n (ts 3enes(s eth(all! (rreproaha5le) !et he (s 5ound to $ollo2
ons(ene and ons(ene alone-

In the l(3ht o$ th(s $at (t (s an un$a(r and untena5le har3e2h(h does not 5eome more
tena5le 5! onstant repet(t(onto sa! that the Churh ensla'es ons(ene 5! re1u(r(n3 an
un1ual($(ed o5ed(ene (n matters o$ $a(th and 5! la(m(n3 d('(ne author(t!- As the author(>ed

 preaher o$ the truth) the Churh 2(ll ne'er ease to 3('e her author(tat('e 2(tness to (t and to
o5l(3e all ons(enes to aept (t- Yet she does not see# to o'erpo2er ons(ene) 5ut to
on'(ne (t- She see#s (nternal) not merel! e6ternal assent- And 2hen a man annot 3('e th(s
(nternal assent) she lea'es h(s ons(ene to the mer! o$ <od and sets h(m $ree- That (s not
$anat((sm or se'er(t!) 5ut a ser'(e to truth and s(ner(t!- For the Churh annot and ma! not
endure that there should 5e some amon3 her mem5ers 2ho are Cathol(s onl! (n name- She
re1u(res that all suh men should dra2 the lo3(al onse1uene $rom the(r ne2 state o$
ons(ene and lea'e her ommun(on- And (n th(s she protets the s(ner(t! o$ the(r ons(enes
as muh as she 3uards the s(ner(t! o$ her o2n 5e(n3- The Churh does no (n;ur! to "l(5eral"
la!men or theolo3(ans 2hen she e6ludes them $rom ommun(on 2(th her h(ldren- On the
ontrar! suh people do an (n;ur! to the Churh ($ the! rema(n (n her ommun(on 2hen the!
ha'e lost her $a(th-

In onlus(on 2e sa! that the Churh@s are$ul ons(derat(on o$ the r(3hts o$ ons(ene (s 5! no
means (nompat(5le 2(th her resolute assert(on o$ her d('(nel! esta5l(shed author(t!- On the
ontrar! the $(rst (s pre7supposed 5! the seond- The la2 o$ the Churh (s (ntended to operate no
other 2(se than (n and throu3h ons(ene) and $rom ons(ene (t 3ets (ts penetrat(n3 $ore and
omprehens('e (n$luene- The Churh does not suppl(ate or d(suss terms 2(th ons(ene4 she
ma#es a d(ret demand upon (t) and re1u(res that (t surrender (tsel$ to the 2ord o$ <od as

 prola(med 5! her- Her 2ord (s po2er) and men need th(s stron3 2ord o$ d('(ne po2er- The!
annot l('e lon3 5! a purel! ph(losoph(al moral(t!) 2h(h (s onstruted 5! themsel'es and
o2es noth(n3 to author(t!- Suh moral(t! (s l(#e "the per$ume that rema(ns (n an empt! 5ottle-"
The Churh@s pr(n(ple o$ author(t!) (n (ts po2er$ul $or2ard s2eep) has a st(mulat(n3 po2er
2h(h arouses ons(ene and $ores (t to sale the he(3hts- .hen the Churh spea#s to
ons(ene) there an 5e no su5;et('(sm or ant(nom(an(sm) no dou5t or s#ept((sm- Hene the
s(mpl((t!) sol(d(t!) stren3th and sureness o$ a(m o$ the Cathol( rule o$ l($e- And hene also the
omprehens('e harater o$ the Churh@s eduat('e (n$luene- The rad(ane o$ her author(tat('e
teah(n3 penetrates to and (llum(nates those pro$ound depths to 2h(h no ra! o$ purel!

 ph(losoph(al #no2led3e an reah- 0! the ate3or(al (mperat('e o$ her preah(n3 the Churh
has 2on (n$(n(tel! more souls to a 5etter l($e than all the moral(sts to3ether) 2hether o$ pre7
Chr(st(an or post7Chr(st(an t(mes) 2ho ould not on'ert so muh as the street (n 2h(h the!
l('ed" %Bolta(re,-
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The eduat('e po2er o$ the Churh l(es seondl! (n the spe(al emphas(s la(d (n her preah(n3
on the other 2orld and on the supernatural) (-e- on the eshatolo3(al element- ".e ha'e not here
a last(n3 (t!) 5ut 2e see# one that (s to ome" %He5r- 6((() 9,- No truth o$ the $a(th (s so deepl!
(mpressed upon the Cathol( as the delarat(on at the 5e3(nn(n3 o$ the ateh(sm: "<od made
me to #no2 H(m) lo'e H(m and ser'e H(m (n th(s 2orld) and to 5e happ! 2(th H(m $or e'er (n
the ne6t-" That (s the Cathol(@s deepest real(t!) the real(t! o$ the eternal <od- In respet o$ that
real(t! e'er! other natural or (ntelletual $at (s seondar! and su5ord(nate- Certa(nl! he re3ards
suh natural th(n3s as real and as 'alua5le) 5ut he does not rest (n them as (n h(s last end- He
re3ards them some2hat as a sh(p (n 2h(h he (s $or the moment tra'el(n3) and 2h(h he #no2s
that he must presentl! lea'e- He ats (n the sp(r(t o$ that sa!(n3 o$ our Lord 2h(h (s (nsr(5ed
on a 3ate2a! (n Northern Ind(a: "Th(s 2orld (s 5ut a 5r(d3e4 pass o'er (t) 5u(ld not th! d2ell(n3
here-" H(s soul tends ont(nuall! $or2ards and up2ards- E'er! da! the l(tur3! o$ the Mass
summons h(m: Sursum orda? And e'er!da! he ans2ers: Ha5emus ad =om(num-

Hene the Cathol( outloo# on l($e has these t2o harater(st(s- In the $(rst plae (t (s eas! and
l(3ht7hearted (n (ts att(tude to2ards the trou5les o$ e'er!da! l($e) and has a serene detahment-
Our Lord@s sa!(n3 onern(n3 the l(l(es o$ the $(eld) 2h(h la5or not ne(ther do the! sp(n) and !et
are arra!ed (n 3reater 5eaut! than Solomon (n all h(s 3lor!) (s deepl! (mpr(nted on the Cathol(
m(nd- And (ndeed Cathol((sm has $or that 'er! reason 5een har3ed 2(th 5e(n3 ulturall!
retro3rade- I$ (t 5e meant 5! th(s that the 3enu(ne Cathol( does not re3ard ulture as the
supreme and ult(mate 'alue) or as an end (n (tsel$) then the har3e (s a true one- For the Cathol(

 5el(e'es too $(rml! and reall! (n the hea'en o$ the ne6t 2orld) to 5e a5le to 5el(e'e (n a hea'en
on earth- There ha'e e'en 5een Cathol(s(t (s trueand there 2(ll al2a!s 5e suh) 2ho ha'e
l('ed so ompletel! $or the eternal hope) that the! ha'e desp(sed and spurned the earthl! and
natural) and ha'e $or3otten the d('(ne (n;unt(on to ult('ate the earth- That 2as and (s an
e6a33erat(on o$ the Cathol( (deal- .e ha'e alread! sho2n ho2 the Churh $ou3ht the <nost(
sets o$ the earl! entur(es and o$ the M(ddle A3es) de$ended natural and 5od(l! 'alues and
asserted man@s r(3ht to the 3oods and ;o!s o$ l($e- The Cathol( (deal teahes us not to destro!
nature 5ut to trans$(3ure (t- It (s an (deal 2h(h em5raes 5oth nature and supernature) 5oth th(s
2orld and the ne6t) $or 5oth nature and supernature 5elon3 to the l($e o$ the Cathol(- I$ he
d(so2n e(ther o$ these) he (s a heret(4 2hereas the true Cathol( (s one 2ho sets them (n the(r
r(3ht relat(on to eah other- E'er! natural th(n3) e'er! natural pass(on) (nlud(n3 the se6ual
(mpulse) (s a 3($t o$ <od and there$ore 3ood- 0ut (t (s a trans(tor! 3ood) a 3ood that po(nts

 5e!ond (tsel$) a seondar! and su5ord(nate 3ood- It does not a1u(re eternal 'alue unt(l (t (s
a$$(rmed (n <od- So the true Cathol( lo'es the earthl! 3ood) 5ut does not lo'e (t l(#e a hun3r!
sla'e 2ho 2ould eat h(msel$ to death on (t) 5ut rather l(#e the 2ander(n3 m(nstrel $rom 2hom
the 3($t el((ts a 3lad son3 o$ 3rat(tude to the 3('er- .here'er Cathol((sm (s a l('(n3 $ore) the

 po(sonous plant o$ mater(al(sm annot 3ro2- Moreo'er the e6lus('e ser'(e o$ th(s 2orld)
de'ot(on to 2or# $or 2or#@s sa#e) to 3a(n $or 3a(n@s sa#e) and all ar(d ut(l(tar(an(sm are al(en to
the Cathol( sp(r(t- Aord(n3 to Ma6 .e5er and Troltsh the nat('e so(l o$ ap(tal(sm (s
Cal'(n(sm) and (t 2as 5orn (n Pur(tan En3land and Sotland- E'er! unpre;ud(ed so(al

 ps!holo3(st 2ho ompares the man($estat(ons o$ the popular soul (n Cathol( 0a'ar(a or the
Cathol( Rh(neland 2(th those sa! o$ Sa6on! or Thur(n3(a 2(ll reo3n(>e a harater(st(
d($$erene (n temper and outloo#- The l($e o$ th(s 2orld seems to the Cathol( too un(mportant
$or h(m to ta#e (t 'er! ser(ousl!- He (s reall! ser(ous onl! (n re3ard to <od and H(s K(n3dom- So
he has #ept a erta(n seren(t!) and a erta(n h(ldl(#e (nd($$erene- And (t (s ma(nl! $rom th(s
h(ld7l(#e 1ual(t! that he 3ets h(s $eel(n3 $or and understand(n3 o$ serene and unstud(ed art) and
espe(all! popular art- Alon3 2(th th(s h(ld7l(#e harater he has hum(l(t! o$ sp(r(t and (s
re'erent to2ards hol(ness and e6ellene- The Cathol( has no sort o$ pass(on $or autonom! and
sel$73lor($(at(on- From th(s po(nt o$ '(e2) as 2ell as $rom others) Kant@s "moral autonom!" (s a

 produt o$ Protestant(sm- And the Cathol( has not lost h(s (nterest (n l($e or h(s $ault! o$
adm(rat(on) and there$ore he (s st(ll a5le to 5el(e'e and to pra!- &o!$ul trust (n <od) h(ld7l(#e
s(mpl((t!) hum(l(t!: these are the elements o$ the Cathol( harater- There (s no need to po(nt
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out ho2 losel! th(s sp(r(t orresponds 2(th the temper 2h(h our Lord re1u(res $or H(s
K(n3dom-

The seond harater(st( 1ual(t! o$ Cathol((sm) ar(s(n3 out o$ the Churh@s prolamat(on o$ the
ne6t 2orld and $or(5le emphas(s on man@s supernatural end) (s (ts aset(al trend- The Cathol(
att(tude to2ards the supernatural) 2(th (ts on'(t(on that earthl! th(n3s ha'e onl! a l(m(ted
'alue) leads to that "tantum 1uantum" pr(n(ple 2h(h has ree('ed (ts e6at and lass(al
e6press(on (n the E6er(ses o$ St- I3nat(us Lo!ola- Aord(n3 to th(s pr(n(ple) earthl! th(n3s are
to 5e used onl! so $ar as the! are ser'(ea5le $or the atta(nment o$ the supreme and ult(mate end4
and the! are to 5e renouned (n so $ar as the! 2(thdra2 one $rom <od and 5eome ends (n
themsel'es- .hen an! earthl! 3ood threatens to 5eome an end (n (tsel$) then our Lord@s 2ords
hold: "I$ th! e!e sandal(>e thee) plu# (t out?" "He that doth not ta#e up h(s ross and $ollo2
me) (s not 2orth! o$ me-" In th(s 2a! renun(at(on and pat(ent endurane 5eome part o$ the l($e
o$ the Cathol(- Yet the! are not to 5e re3arded as other than m(n(ster(n3 $ores) su5ser'(ent to
the lo'e o$ <od and our ne(3h5or4 $or lo'e must 5e our supreme d(ret('e $ore- The ne2 l($e o$
Chr(st(an(t! (s $ounded on the preept "Lo'e <od 2(th th! 2hole heart and th! ne(3h5or as
th!sel$-" The purpose o$ renun(at(on and aset((sm 2h(h (s the method(al prat(e o$
renun(at(on(s to set the soul $ree $or the e6er(se o$ th(s lo'e- The! are not meant to destro!
man@s sens(t('e (mpulses and pass(ons) 5ut to ontrol them) so that the! ma! 5e d(reted
on'er3entl! to2ards the one 3reat 3oal) the $ormat(on o$ the ne2 man o$ a 2hole7hearted and
unsel$(sh lo'e) and ma! not) l(#e untamed natural $ores) 5rea# the(r 5an#s and produe ru(n and
destrut(on- The purpose o$ aset((sm (s lo'e and lo'e alone- .hen (t (s treated as an end (n
(tsel$) 2hen men renoune $or renun(at(on@s sa#e) 2hen the! $ast) ta#e the d(s(pl(ne) and

 prat(e el(5a! $or the sa#e o$ these th(n3s) 2hen the sp(r(t o$ r('alr! and ompet(t(on enters
(n) then the(r aset((sm (s no lon3er Cathol() 5ut <nost( and pa3an (n harater- The prat(e
o$ aset((sm) the del(5erate method(al e6er(se o$ sel$7ontrol) ma#es our souls $ree and
stron3) so that) as St- Paul re1u(res o$ them) the! e6er(se and prat(e "har(t! $rom a pure
heart) and a 3ood ons(ene) and an un$e(3ned $a(th" %9 T(m- () D,- For us men) 5ound as 2e are
to the 5od! and 5urdened $rom our 5(rth 2(th the e$$ets o$ or(3(nal s(n and o$ the pass(ons o$
our anestors) aset((sm (s an (nd(spensa5le neess(t!) so that 2e ma! not onl! hear the .ord
o$ <od 5ut do (t- It (s a $undamental element (n our Lord@s teah(n3 and must there$ore oup! a

 pr(n(pal plae (n the Churh@s eduat('e e$$ort- All the ord(nanes o$ the Churh) and (n
 part(ular the la2 o$ $ast(n3) ha'e $or the(r end the tra(n(n3 o$ the $a(th$ul (n sel$7ontrol- The
Churh@s pr(ests endea'or s!stemat(all! (n sermons and (nstrut(ons) 5ut espe(all! (n
on$ess(on) to remo'e all 2eeds and e'(l 3ro2ths $rom the souls o$ her h(ldren) so that the!
ma! 3ro2 more and more l(#e to Chr(st- And to these normal pastoral methods the Churh adds
suh e6traord(nar! ones as retreats and pu5l( m(ss(ons- .ho an est(mate the 5less(n3s and the

 5ene$((al e$$et o$ the ountless pu5l( m(ss(ons held 5! Fran(sans and Capuh(ns) &esu(ts
and Redemptor(sts) (n to2n and '(lla3e and $or e'er! stratum o$ so(et!- Suh m(ss(ons are a
r(h soure o$ 2ell75e(n3) not onl! $or the rel(3(ous and moral l($e o$ our people) 5ut $or the(r
nat(onal l($e also- And a retreat) $or 2h(h a man 3oes to some retreat7house and there (n
ret(rement and under the 3u(dane o$ an e6per(ened d(retor orders h(s (nter(or l($e and ma#es
<od supreme (n (t: suh a retreat (s a shool o$ the soul- It (s a means 2here5! a man ma!
re$resh and rereate h(s soul) 5eome sp(r(tuall! sound and stron3) and re7 d(so'er h(msel$ (n
<od- Karl Lud2(3 Shle(h) late Pro$essor o$ Sur3er! (n 0erl(n) has some remar#a5le 2ords
a5out the "Sp(r(tual E6er(ses" o$ St- I3nat(us o$ Lo!ola- "I am pro$oundl! on'(ned)" he
2r(tes) "and an there$ore sa! (t 1u(te on$(dentl!) that 2(th these e6er(ses and these rules (n h(s
hand a man m(3ht re$orm all our as!lums) and pre'ent at least t2o7th(rds o$ the(r (nmates $rom
e'er enter(n3 them-"8+

Cel(5a! and monah(sm are to 5e understood (n the l(3ht o$ the $undamental purpose o$
aset((sm) namel! the method(al tra(n(n3 o$ the 2(ll- .hen a Cathol( pr(est 'o2s perpetual
hast(t!) and 2hen a mon# 5(nds h(msel$ solemnl! to the o5ser'ane o$ the "e'an3el(al
ounsels)" (-e- po'ert!) hast(t! and o5ed(ene) ne(ther (n the ase o$ the pr(est nor o$ the mon#
(s (t a mere matter o$ 'oluntar! renun(at(on) as thou3h renun(at(on o$ (tsel$ had a moral 'alue-
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The! esteem the moral 3oodness o$ marr(a3e too $ran#l! and too ompletel! $or that- The!
re3ard marr(a3e as a 3reat and hol! th(n3) as a sarament) as 5e(n3 (nd(ssolu5le and $ounded
upon the $a(th$ul lo'e o$ &esus $or H(s Churh- The Cathol( pr(est should 5e seure 5e!ond all
others $rom the susp((on o$ desp(s(n3 marr(a3e) $or he on$esses and preahes the saramental
d(3n(t! o$ marr(a3e as a tenet o$ the Churh@s $a(th- .h! then does he renoune (t $or h(msel$/
And 2h! does the mon# 3o $urther and renoune 3old and r(hes) and that 3reat 3ood o$ 5e(n3
h(s o2n lord and master/ St- Thomas8* 3('es us the de(s('e reason- It (s that the! ma! 5e $ree
$or the th(n3s o$ <od- And lon3 5e$ore St- Thomas) St- Paul had sa(d as muh: "He that (s
2(thout a 2($e (s sol((tous $or the th(n3s that 5elon3 to the Lord) ho2 he ma! please <od- 0ut
he that (s 2(th a 2($e (s sol((tous $or the th(n3s o$ the 2orld) ho2 he ma! please h(s 2($e" %9
Cor- '(() *+7**,- The Cathol( pr(est and the rel(3(ous are 5! the(r 'oat(on de'oted to the th(n3s
o$ <od- It (s the(r 5us(ness to esta5l(sh and propa3ate <od@s K(n3dom) not onl! (n themsel'es)

 5ut also (n others) (n the 2orld- Th(s tas# (s so su5l(me) so sared and del(ate) so d($$(ult)
respons(5le and sar($((al) that (t demands and en3a3es the 5est o$ a man@s 5e(n3 and preludes
$am(l! l($e- A man annot 5e a 3ood apostle and the $ather o$ a $am(l! at one and the same t(me-
Our Lord H(msel$ 2as unmarr(ed) and He spo#e the note2orth! 2ords a5out those 2ho ha'e
'oluntar(l! 5eome eunuhs- The apostles le$t e'er!th(n3 and $ollo2ed &esus- Althou3h the!
2ere 2hen alled) 2(th the e6ept(on o$ St- &ohn and St- Paul) marr(ed men) !et a$ter the! had
underta#en the apostolate the! no lon3er l('ed as marr(ed men) 5ut as ser'ants o$ Chr(st) as men)
(n St- Paul@s 2ords) 2ho "had made themsel'es $ree as to all) to 5eome the sla'es o$ all" %9 Cor-
(6) 9J,- Conse1uentl! el(5a! der('es (ts mean(n3) (ts po2er and (ts ser(ous purpose $rom the
apostolate) $rom resolute sel$7surrender to Chr(st and H(s K(n3dom- The lo'e and are 2h(h a
marr(ed man 3('es to the restr(ted (rle o$ h(s $am(l!) are 3('en 5! the pr(est and mon# to the(r
Lord and Master) and to the thousands o$ souls entrusted to them 5! the Lord) to the s(#) to
h(ldren and to s(nners- So the pr(est@s personal(t! 5eomes r(her and deeper) the more he
sar($(es h(msel$ and 3('es h(msel$ to others- .hat he loses (n sp(r(tual 'alues 5! h(s
renun(at(on o$ $am(l! l($e) he 3ets 5a# (n r(her a5undane 5! h(s l($e o$ pra!er and 5! h(s
lo'(n3 pastoral at('(t!- The Churh enompasses the pr(est@s l($e 2(th man! sa$e3uards) and
sant($(es (t 5! the o5l(3at(on o$ the da(l! o$F(e and 5! the $re1uent ele5rat(on o$ Hol! Mass)
so that the (deal pr(estthere must al2a!s 5e oas(onal h(rel(n3sannot help 5ut 5e a pattern
to h(s $lo#- The <ospel o$ the K(n3dom o$ <od) o$ the supernatural and other72orldl!) o$ the

 pre(ous pearl $or 2h(h one should 3('e up e'er!th(n3) (s person($(ed (n h(m) (n a $orm that (s
man($est and (nsp(r(n3- The Cathol( does not ree('e $rom h(s pr(est noth(n3 5ut p(ous and

 5ene'olent 2ords) nor does he lo'e h(m merel! $or h(s no5le harater- He also e6pets $rom
and $(nds (n h(m the unomprom(s(n3 sp(r(t o$ the <ospel and a l(teral 5el(e$ that the "#(n3dom
o$ hea'en su$$ereth '(olene-" Hene the re'erene 2h(h Cathol(s sho2 to2ards the(r pr(ests-
F- N(et>she o5ser'es that "Luther allo2ed pr(ests to marr!- 0ut three 1uarters o$ the re'erene
o$ 2h(h man#(nd - - - (s apa5le) rests upon the 5el(e$ that a man 2ho (s e6ept(onal (n th(s
respet 2(ll 5e e6ept(onal (n others also-"8 And Shopenhauer 3oes so $ar as to sa! that
"Protestant(sm) 5! el(m(nat(n3 aset((sm and (ts entral 5el(e$ (n the mer(tor(ousness o$
el(5a!) prat(all! re;eted the 'er! ore o$ Chr(st(an(t!) and (n that respet Protestant(sm must

 5e re3arded as a $all(n3 a2a! $rom Chr(st(an(t!-"8D

That 2h(h holds o$ the Cathol( pr(esthood (n 3eneral) holds (n a spe(al 2a! o$ Cathol(
monah(sm- It (s the l(teral $ollo2(n3 o$ our Lord@s teah(n3 onern(n3 the pearl o$ 3reat pr(e
and the treasure h(dden (n the $(eld) and (n part(ular o$ H(s ounsel) "I$ thou 2(lt 5e per$et) 3o
sell 2hat thou hast and 3('e to the poor---- And ome) $ollo2 me?" %Mt- 6(6) +9,- Our Lord@s
3ospel (n all (ts sp(r(tual po2er) st(mulat(n3 $ore and (mmense auster(t!) (s o5;et('(sed (n the
rel(3(ous l($e- That l($e (mpl(es no ne2 moral(t!) nor (s (t re3ulated 5! an! ne2 (deal o$

 per$et(on) other than that 2h(h (s ommon to all Chr(st(ans- The rel(3(ous (s not a5le to do
an!th(n3 h(3her than (m(tate (n h(s o2n l($e the e6ample o$ &esus) than e6er(se a per$et lo'e o$
<od and o$ h(s ne(3h5or- And that (deal (s the ommon (deal o$ all men- 0ut th(s s(n3le (deal an

 5e str('en $or (n (n$(n(tel! 'ar(ous 2a!s) aord(n3 to a man@s eduat(on and 'oat(on (n l($e)
aord(n3 to h(s personal 3($ts and apt(tudes) and aord(n3 to the spe(al opportun(t(es and
3u(dane 2h(h ome to h(m- No2 o$ all poss(5le 2a!s o$ $ollo2(n3 &esus) that 2a! (s the most
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ma3nan(mous and oura3eous) ($ 2e re3ard the matter o5;et('el!) 2h(h enta(ls a resolute
renun(at(on o$ all those 'alues and 3oods 2h(h are a5le to allure man@s senses and to hamper
h(s $reedom (n see#(n3 <od- There$ore the rel(3(ous l($e (s o5;et('el! the 5est 2a! and the
surest 2a! to real(>e the Chr(st(an (deal- 0ut (n sa!(n3 th(s 2e 5! no means (mpl! that (t (s also
the 5est 2a! su5;et('el!) that (s to sa! the 5est 2a! $or all men- For men are too d($$erentl!
made) and e6ternal (rumstanes are too 'ar(ous) to allo2 o$ an! one 2a! o$ l($e 5e(n3 e1uall!
3ood and pro$(ta5le $or all- Aord(n3 to the 2(se des(3ns o$ <od@s Pro'(dene the 3reat
ma;or(t! o$ men are so made that the su5;et('el! 5est 2a! to per$et(on $or them (s to l('e and
2or# (n the 2orld- Yet (t rema(ns true that) re3arded (n (ts o5;et('e nature and (n a5strat(on
$rom all part(ular (rumstanes) the rel(3(ous l($e (s the stron3est and purest e6press(on o$ the
h(3h asp(rat(ons 2h(h pulsate throu3h the 0od! o$ Chr(st-

It (s) ho2e'er) onl! a 2a! to per$et(on) and not per$et(on (tsel$- The e'an3el(al ounsels) as
St- Thomas e6pla(ns) are "erta(n (nstruments $or the atta(nment o$ per$et(on-"8 The! are
noth(n3 5ut spe(all! su(ta5le means $or ma(nta(n(n3 and deepen(n3 that unsel$(sh) hol! lo'e)
2h(h St- Paul ele5rates (n h(s F(rst Ep(stle to the Cor(nth(ans %Chap- 6(((,) and 2h(h
onst(tutes the essene o$ hol(ness and o$ the Chr(st(an harater- I$ th(s lo'e 5e not present and
al('e) then the rel(3(ous l($e (s 5e(n3 '(olated (n (ts pro$oundest mean(n3- St- Paul@s 2ords 2ould
then appl!: "I$ I should d(str(5ute all m! 3oods to $eed the poor - - - and ha'e not har(t!) (t

 pro$(teth me noth(n3" %9 Cor- 6((() *,- Monaster(es are meant to 5e homes o$ lo'e) shr(nes o$ the
Hol! Sp(r(t) shools o$ the $ollo2(n3 o$ Chr(st- All the(r aset((sm) all the(r 'o2s and rules) a(m
onl! at the one th(n3 neessar! and see# to $orm the man o$ the ne2 lo'e) the man 2hose l($e (s
2holl! lo'e o$ <od and h(s ne(3h5or-

In sa!(n3 that) 2e ha'e desr(5ed the (deal $or 2h(h Hol! Churh 2or#s (n her eduat('e
at('(t!- That (deal (s the man o$ per$et lo'e) the man 2ho has put a2a! $rom h(m all sel$7
see#(n3 and 2ho enlar3es h(s l(ttle) narro2 heart unt(l (t 5eomes a sared temple o$ <od (n
2h(h the $(re o$ sar($(e 5urns) the man 2ho e'er! da! $ul$(lls the 2ords o$ St- Paul: "I most
3ladl! 2(ll spend and 5e spent m!sel$ $or !our souls" %+ Cor- 6(() 9D,- It 2ould 5e a pleasant tas#
to desr(5e the no5le $ru(t produed 5! the Churh@s at(on (n all the sa(ntl! $(3ures o$ her
h(stor!- Ho2 e6eed(n3l! 'ar(ous are the 2a!s 5! 2h(h the! $ollo2ed Chr(st) and ho2
man($old the(r $orms o$ sa(ntl(ness- 0! the s(de o$ the sa(ntl! herm(t and the aset( o$ the desert
stands the so(al sa(nt) the sa(nt o$ the 3reat (t! and o$ the (ndustr(al lasses- 0! the s(de o$ the
$ore(3n m(ss(onar! stands the sa(nt 2ho 3a'e h(s l($e to r(pples) or (d(ots) or to the r(m(nals
ondemned to the 3alle!s- 0! the s(de o$ the sa(nt 2ho (s arra!ed (n ro5e o$ penane and rou3h
3(rdle) stands the sa(nt o$ the salon) the re$(ned and sa(ntl! man o$ the 2orld- 0! the s(de o$ the
sa(nt o$ str(t enlosure and onstant s(lene stands the ;o!ous $r(ar) 2ho alls the s2allo2 h(s
s(ster and the moon h(s 5rother- 0! the s(de o$ the sa(nt o$ d('(ne learn(n3 stands the sa(nt 2ho
desp(sed all #no2led3e sa'e o$ Chr(st- 0! the s(de o$ the ontemplat('e m!st() the 2orld7
on1uer(n3 apostle- 0! the s(de o$ the sa(nt 2ho does penane (n $(lth and ra3s) and 'alues
(3nom(n! 5e!ond all th(n3s else) stands the sa(nt ro5ed (n (mper(al purple and ro2ned 2(th the
3lor! o$ the t(ara- 0! the s(de o$ the sa(nt 2ho $(3hts and (s sla(n $or h(s $a(th) stands the sa(nt
2ho su$$ers and d(es $or (t- 0! the s(de o$ the (nnoent sa(nt stands the pen(tent- 0! the s(de o$
the sa(nt o$ h(ld7l(#e mee#ness) the sa(nt 2ho must 2restle 2(th <od unt(l He 5less H(m-

Ho2 (n$(n(tel! 'ar(ous are all these sa(ntl! $(3ures? Eah one (s mar#ed 2(th the stamp o$ h(s
o2n t(me) some 'er! pla(nl! so- There are man!) (ndeed) 2(th 2hom 2e an no lon3er esta5l(sh
an! 3enu(nel!7 s!mpathet( ontat- For there (s 5ut One 2ho (s e'er modem) ne'er out o$ date)
One onl! 2ho 5elon3s to all t(me- Yet ho2e'er muh the sa(nts ma! 5e mar#ed 2(th the stamp
o$ the(r t(me) and ho2e'er (mper$etl! the! ma! represent the per$et(on o$ Chr(st) there (s 5ut
one sp(r(t that an(mates them all and ma#es them all dear to us) and (t (s the sp(r(t o$ &esus) the
sp(r(t o$ H(s 3reat and hol! lo'e- The(r l('es 2ere l('ed aord(n3 to the 2ord) "The har(t! o$
Chr(st presseth us-"
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And around all these outstand(n3 sa(ntl! $orms) (n 2hom <od@s po2er and 3rae ha'e 2on the(r
most 5eaut($ul tr(umphs) sh(ne the thousands o$ lesser l(3hts) the ountless l(ttle $lames that ha'e
au3ht $(re at the Heart o$ &esus$rom the l(ttle h(ld that d(es (n the $atherl! arms o$ <od to the
old man 2ho has 5arel! esaped the dan3ers o$ l($e and sorro2$ull! pra!s) "Lord) 5e mer($ul to
me a s(nner?"

O 2orld? a sea o$ lo'e and l(3ht en3ul$s thee- O 2orld) so poor and old? ho2 art thou so r(h)
ho2 art thou so $a(r/ - - - O Hol! Churh?
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Chapter III: Cathol((sm (n Its Atual(t!

eeds must scandals come (6u*e xvii, ').

In the pre'(ous Chapters 2e ha'e 5een 5us! 2(th the 1uest(on) .hat (s Cathol((sm/ .e ha'e
desr(5ed and (ns(sted on the $undamental onept(on that the Churh (s the 0od! o$ Chr(st and
<od@s K(n3dom on earth) and 5! means o$ th(s $undamental onept(on 2e ha'e (llustrated her
do3ma) 2orsh(p) onst(tut(on and ommun(t! l($e4 2e ha'e sho2n that she (s d(st(nt('el! 5oth

 popular and un('ersal4 2e ha'e e6pla(ned her la(m to 5e the sole soure o$ sal'at(on4 and
$(nall! 2e ha'e desr(5ed the part(ular means she emplo!s (n sa'(n3 men- .e ha'e str('en to
set $orth the essent(al and permanent) that 2h(h l(es outs(de the han3es o$ t(me) and there$ore
to d(so'er and e6pound the (dea o$ Cathol((sm (n the learest poss(5le 2a! and apart $rom the
ond(t(ons o$ spae and t(me- In th(s last Chapter 2e shall ans2er the 1uest(on) Ho2 (s th(s (dea
real(>ed (n atual $at/ From (deal Cathol((sm 2e pass to atual Cathol((sm) and 2e as# ho2
(s the one related to the other) and ho2 does atual Cathol((sm $ul$(ll the d('(ne (dea-

That there (s no per$et e1uat(on 5et2een the (deal and the real) that atual Cathol((sm la3s
ons(dera5l! 5eh(nd (ts (dea) that (t has ne'er !et appeared (n h(stor! as a omplete and per$et
th(n3) 5ut al2a!s as a th(n3 (n proess o$ de'elopment and la5or(ous 3ro2th: suh (s the
test(mon! o$ eles(ast(al and so(al h(stor!) and (t (s unneessar! to esta5l(sh these po(nts (n
deta(l- The pr(m(t('e Churh 2as ne'er at an! t(me a Churh "2(thout spot or 2r(n#le" as St-
Paul puts (t- One need onl! read h(s ep(stles and the ep(stles o$ St- &ames and St- &ohn) and $or a
later per(od to onsult Hemmas) Irenaeus and Tertull(an) to $(nd that the earl! Churh $or all (ts

 5r(ll(ant l(3ht had 3r(e'ousl! dar# shado2s also- And the same (s true (n 3eneral o$ the Churh
throu3hout the entur(es- As lon3 as Cathol((sm lasts) (t 2(ll $eel the need $or re$orm) $or a
more per$et ass(m(lat(on o$ (ts atual(t! to the (deal 2h(h (llum(nes (ts path- 0(shop Keppler
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delared that "the trend to re$orm (s nat('e to the 5e(n3 o$ the Churh- It (s su$$((ent to reall
the ma3n($(ent re$orm(n3 2or# o$ her numerous $ounders o$ rel(3(ous orders and o$ so man!

 popes- And the same trend to re$orm (s st(ll at('e-"89 0ut the e6(stene o$ suh a trend (mpl(es
a need $or re$orm) and (mpl(es the 5el(e$ that the (deal has not !et ah(e'ed real(>at(on-
Conse1uentl! there (s no need to 2aste 2ords (n sho2(n3 that (deal Cathol((sm (s not !et
real(>ed and has ne'er so $ar 5een real(>ed (n h(stor!- Our 5us(ness toda! (s rather to e6pla(n
2h! (t (s that the (deal annot 5e real(>ed (n th(s 2orld- .e 2(sh (n the $(rst plae to trae the
auses o$ the 3reat tra3ed! o$ th(s ont(nual on$l(t 5et2een the (deal and the real) and seondl!
to e6pound the Cathol( solut(on o$ these tra3( on$l(ts-

The $(rst and most o5'(ous ause o$ these on$l(ts l(es (n the 'er! nature o$ re'elat(on) ;ust
 5eause d('(ne truth and 3rae are there(n on'e!ed to us (n earthl! 'essels %$- + Cor- (') G,-
<od@s re'elat(on ma#es use o$ human (nstruments) the (n$(n(te o$ the $(n(te) the (ne$$a5le and
transendent (s lothed (n '(s(5le $orms and s(3ns- T2o d(st(nt $ators here (mp(n3e on eah
other) $ators 2h(h o$ the(r nature annot 5e s(mpl! ass(m(lated the one to the other) 5ut an
onl! ah(e'e a relat(on o$ s(m(lar(t!) a relat(on o$ analo3!-

Let us 3o (nto deta(ls- .e an 3rasp the atual(t! o$ the a5solute and (n$(n(te and
(nomprehens(5le) the essene and e6(stene o$ <od) onl! 5! means o$ onept(ons 5orro2ed
$rom the 2orld o$ our e6per(ene- No man has e'er seen <od- .e ha'e no (mmed(ate perept(on
o$ the essene o$ <od- There$ore 2e an #no2 and desr(5e <od onl! 5! means o$ "al(en
spe(es" %per spe(es al(enas,) that (s to sa! 5! means o$ onepts 2h(h or(3(nall! denote
reated th(n3s) and 2h(h must $(rst 5e pur($(ed o$ the(r reaturel! (mper$et(on and (n the(r

 pos(t('e ontent (n$(n(tel! (ntens($(ed) 5e$ore the! an 5e used 5! us to represent the d('(ne
essene- So that no assert(on that 2e ma#e a5out <od (s an e6haust('e assert(on- It onta(ns
truth) 5ut not the 2hole truth) and there$ore possesses onl! an analo3ous 'alue- .e an spea# o$
<od onl! 5! ompar(sons %.(sdom 6((() D,- .e are there$ore a2are that all our onept(ons o$
<od@s 5e(n3 la3 (n$(n(tel! 5eh(nd the real(t!- All our names o$ <od are 5ut "sh! 3estures) 2h(h
2ould 3ladl! approah <od nearer and !et an onl! 3reet h(m $rom a$ar-"8+

0ut e'en <od@s supernatural re'elat(on) e'en all those truths 2h(h 3o 5e!ond the data o$ nature
and are d(retl! tau3ht us 5! d('(ne re'elat(on) espe(all! throu3h <od@s re'elat(on (n H(s Son)
do not enter our ons(ousness (n the(r or(3(nal nature and (n the(r sel$7e'(dent $ore and
(mmed(a!) 5ut are med(ated throu3h human onept(ons and not(ons- The do3mas) (n 2h(h
these supernatural truths ha'e 5een author(tat('el! $ormulated 5! the Churh) denote the
A5solute) 5ut are not themsel'es the A5solute- The oneptual $orms (n 2h(h the! are stated

 5elon3 to spe($( per(ods o$ t(me) 5e(n3 5orro2ed mostl! $rom <ree# ph(losoph!) and e6press
the supernatural truths trul! and aptl! and (n a $orm (ntell(3(5le (n e'er! a3e) 5ut 5! no means
e6haust('el! or per$etl!- ".e see no2 as (n a m(rror) (n a dar# manner-" Those 2ords o$ St-
Paul hold true o$ all supernatural #no2led3e-

So there l(es o'er the 2hole o$ our supernatural #no2led3e) and o'er the l($e 2h(h (s rooted (n
th(s #no2led3e) an a(r o$ (nsu$$((en!) o$ sorro2$ul res(3nat(on) a touh o$ melanhol!) suh as

 N(et>she d(serned (n <ree# sulpture- .e 2al# not (n the sun) 5ut (n sem(7dar#ness- It (s true
that our $a(th 3('es us the stron3est erta(nt! that the 2orld o$ the supernatural (s no mere
dream) 5ut a5solutel! 3enu(ne real(t!) the real(t! o$ <od and H(s eternal l($e- And there$ore our
3oal (s lear) and the 2a! (s lear- 0ut 2e see th(s su5l(me real(t! onl! throu3h a 'e(l and $rom
a$ar) l(#e a mounta(n 2rapped (n louds- O$ ourse that $at 3('es our l($e o$ $a(th (ts no5(l(t! o$
sp(r(t and (ts moral harater- .ere d('(ne truth to ome to us un'e(led) then $a(th 2ould not

 5r(n3 an! separat(on o$ souls and 2ould not d(sr(m(nate the no5le) pure and unsel$(sh man
$rom the alulat(n3) sel$7see#(n3 e3o(st- The K(n3dom o$ <od 2ould 5e so o5'(ous that (t
2ould 5e a mere matter $or ar3umentat(on and old reason(n3) and 2ould not all $orth
ma3nan(mous souls 2ho sho2 the pur(t! o$ the(r lo'e $or the (deal and $or dut! 5! the 'er! $at
that the! rema(n $a(th$ul e'en (n the dar#ness o$ n(3ht and am(d the ra3(n3 tempest- Yet) on the
other hand) the sem(7dar#ness and the permanentl! en(3mat(al harater o$ the truths o$ our
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$a(th ma! somet(mes lame our 3lad (n(t(at('e and entan3le us (n on$l(t and trou5le) so that our
$a(th (s not al2a!s a 1u(#en(n3 3rae and 5lessed 3($t o$ <od) 5ut also a hard and d($$(ult tas#)
a 2restl(n3 2(th <od that oup(es our 2hole l($e and alls upon our 5est po2ers-

.e ha'e seen that the =('(ne) the A5solute) an (n the nature o$ the ase 5e on'e!ed to us
mortal men onl! (n (nade1uate human onept(ons and not(ons- And (n the seond plae those
(nstruments) 5! 2hom our $a(th (s on'e!ed to us) are men) that (s to sa! (ntell(3enes
ond(t(oned 5! spae and t(me) restr(ted 5! the l(m(tat(ons o$ the(r a3e and o$ the(r
(nd('(dual(t!- A5o'e all the! are ond(t(oned 5! the l(m(tat(ons o$ the(r a3e- E'er! per(od o$
t(me has (ts spe(al harater) (ts "sp(r(t)" (-e- a harater(st( 2a!) ond(t(oned 5! (ts spe(al
(rumstanes) o$ see(n3) $eel(n3) ;ud3(n3 and at(n3- The eternal l(3ht o$ re'elat(on (s
d($$erentl! re$leted (n the pr(sm o$ eah a3e) 2(th d($$erent an3les o$ re$rat(on- The
supernatural real(t! (s not man($ested (n na#ed truth) as (t (s (n (tsel$) 5ut enters (nto the

 part(ular a3e and there$ore (n a $orm determ(ned 5! that a3e- In th(s 2a! (t 5eomes an
en#(ndl(n3 and $ru(t$ul and present $ore4 5ut at the same t(me (t loses (n the proess someth(n3
o$ the auster(t! and ma;est! o$ (ts supernatural 5e(n3- It su$$ers a sort o$ "empt!(n3" %#enos(s,) (t
despo(ls (tsel$) and ta#es the $orm o$ a sla'e) as the =('(ne .ord despo(led H(msel$ 2hen He

 5eame man- And supernatural truth ma! somet(mes 5e so $ar "empt(ed)" and so muh mod($(ed
 5! t(me and (rumstane) that the eternal (s sarel! '(s(5le an! more throu3h the 'e(ls o$ t(me
and 2e are pu>>led and d(stressed- The $a(th$ul Cathol( (s d(stressed 5! the "ser'(le" $orms
2h(h d(s$(3ured the Churh (n erta(n per(ods o$ the M(ddle A3es- He (s d(stressed) toda! more
than e'er) 5! the med(e'al In1u(s(t(on and 5! the auto7da7$e- Ho2e'er muh he #no2s that these
ontr('anes are e6pla(ned 5! the 5oundless >eal 2(th 2h(h the med(e'al man) (n h(s utterl!
o5;et('e att(tude) 2(lled to protet the stem real(t! and su5l(me d(3n(t! o$ supernatural truth4
and ho2e'er muh he appre(ates the (nt(mate (nter7onnet(on o$ Churh and state (n the
med(e'al per(od: !et he annot 5ut 3r(e'e that >eal $or o5;et('e 'alues (n rel(3(on and so(et!
should ha'e somet(mes 2ea#ened men@s understand(n3 o$ personal 'alues) espe(all! o$ the
r(3hts and d(3n(t! o$ ons(ene) al5e(t erroneous- He annot 5ut 3r(e'e that pure lo3( restr(ted
the po2er o$ ps!holo3(al s!mpath!) so that men somet(mes 2ere 5l(nd to se'eral o$ the most
lum(nous teah(n3s o$ the <ospel) as $or (nstane to the teah(n3 that the K(n3dom o$ <od (s not
o$ th(s 2orld and (s not a #(n3dom o$ the s2ord) that a man should $or3('e h(s o$$end(n3 5rother
se'ent! t(mes se'en t(mes) and that $(re should not 5e (n'o#ed $rom hea'en upon un5el(e'(n3
(t(es- And the Cathol( (s 3r(e'ed also 5! the 2(th tr(als and the(r numerous '(t(ms- Ho2e'er
muh he ma! 5e a2are that th(s delus(on must 5e re3arded) not as a Cathol( and rel(3(ous

 phenomenon) 5ut as one 5elon3(n3 rather to so(al h(stor!) and that man! hundreds o$ 2(thes
2ere perseuted and put to death (n Protestant ountr(es also) and that the $(rst enl(3htened men
to ha'e the oura3e to ran3e themsel'es 2(th the Cal'(n(st dotor) &ohannes .e!er) and to $(3ht
(n the s(6teenth and se'enteenth entur(es a3a(nst the 3eneral delus(on) suh men as Loos)
Tanner) La!mann and Spee) 2ere Cathol(s and mostl! &esu(ts4 !et he 3r(e'es 'er! deepl! $or
the ".(th Hammer"8* and $or the 0ull "Summ(s des(derantes" %9, o$ Pope Innoent BIII)
2h(h althou3h (t had) as (s lear $rom the onte6t) no "e6 athedra" and o$$((al author(t!) !et
"(nontesta5l! helped to $urther the 2(th delus(on-"8 The Cathol( sorro2$ull! reo3n(>es
that e'en the holders o$ the h(3hest and most e6alted o$$(e on earth an 5e h(ldren o$ the(r a3e
and sla'es o$ (ts onept(ons) and that the Hol! Sp(r(t (n 3o'ern(n3 the Churh does not 3uard
e'er! at o$ the pope and e'er! papal pronounement $rom error and delus(on) 5ut (s (n$all(5l!
operat('e onl! 2hen the pope spea#s "e6 athedra)" (-e- 2hen 5as(n3 h(msel$ on the soures o$
the $a(th and (n the $ullness o$ h(s po2er as Head o$ the Churh and suessor o$ St- Peter) he

 pronounes a de(s(on (n matters o$ $a(th or morals 2h(h em5raes and 5(nds the 2hole
Churh-

There$ore the men throu3h 2hom <od@s re'elat(on (s med(ated on earth are 5! the la2 o$ the(r
 5e(n3 ond(t(oned 5! the l(m(tat(ons o$ the(r a3e- And the! are ond(t(oned also 5! the
l(m(tat(ons o$ the(r (nd('(dual(t!- The(r part(ular temperament) mental(t!) and harater are

 5ound to olor) and do olor) the manner (n 2h(h the! d(spense the truth and 3rae o$ Chr(st-
And these (n$luenes 2(ll operate also (n the(r hearers) that (s to sa! (n the "learn(n3 Churh" as
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2ell as (n the "teah(n3 Churh-" So (t ma! happen) and (t must happen) that pastor and $lo#)
 5(shop) pr(est) and la!man are not al2a!s 2orth! med(ators and re(p(ents o$ <od@s 3rae) and
that the (n$(n(tel! hol! (s somet(mes 2arped and d(storted (n pass(n3 throu3h them- .here'er
!ou ha'e men) !ou are 5ound to ha'e a restr(ted outloo# and narro2ness o$ ;ud3ment- For
talent (s rare) and 3en(us omes onl! 2hen <od alls (t- Em(nent popes) 5(shops o$ 3reat
sp(r(tual $ore) theolo3(ans o$ 3en(us) pr(ests o$ e6traord(nar! 3raes and de'out la!$ol#: these
must 5e) not the rule) 5ut the e6ept(on- <od ra(ses them up onl! at spe(al t(mes) 2hen He
needs them $or H(s Churh- .e ma! and should pra! $or them) 5ut 2e annot re#on on the(r
om(n3- And so as a rule (t (s the ord(nar! and a'era3e man 2ho 5ears <od@s truth and 3rae
throu3h the 2orld- The Churh has $rom <od the 3uarantee that she 2(ll not $all (nto error
re3ard(n3 $a(th or morals4 5ut she has no 3uarantee 2hate'er that e'er! at and de(s(on o$
eles(ast(al author(t! 2(ll 5e e6ellent and per$et- Med(or(t! and e'en de$ets are poss(5le-
"The 2ea# and the l(ttle hath <od hosen that He ma! on$ound the stron3-" It (s true that the

 po2er o$ d('(ne truth and 3rae (s man($ested all the more 3lor(ousl! 5eause o$ th(s 2ea#ness-
0ut re$let('e Cathol(s must $eel and 5e pa(ned 5! the on$l(t 2h(h ar(ses out o$ the ontrast

 5et2een the su5l(m(t!) depth and po2er o$ d('(ne re'elat(on and the 2ea#ness o$ the human)
too7 human $ator- The same phenomenon (s repeated (n the h(stor! o$ the Churh throu3hout
the entur(es 2h(h so tra3(all! moulded the relat(on o$ our Lord to H(s d(s(ples- The! 2ere
una5le (n the(r small m(rrors to ree('e all the ra!s o$ l(3ht 2h(h 2ent $orth $rom H(s d('(ne
Person and to transmute them 2(thout loss (nto l('(n3 $ores-

St(ll more palpa5le and pa(n$ul does the on$l(t 5et2een the po2er o$ <od and the 2ea#ness o$
man 5eome 2hen the (n7stream(n3 l($e o$ 3rae and truth (s he#ed 5! human pass(ons) 5! s(n
and '(e) 2hen Chr(st as He (s real(>ed (n human h(stor! (s dra33ed throu3h the dust o$ the
street) throu3h the ommonplae and the tr('(al) and o'er masses o$ ru55(sh- That (s the deepest
tra3ed!) the 'er! tra3ed! o$ the =('(ne) 2hen It (s d(spensed 5! un2orth! hands and ree('ed 5!
un2orth! l(ps- An (mmoral la(t!) 5ad pr(ests) 5(shops and popesthese are the saddest 2ounds
o$ the 0od! o$ the m!st(al Chr(st- Th(s (s 2hat 3r(e'es the earnest Cathol( and (nsp(res h(s
sorro2$ul lamentat(on) 2hen he sees these 2ounds and (s una5le to help- "The Churh)" sa!s
Card(nal Ne2man) "(s e'er a(l(n3) and l(n3ers on (n 2ea#ness) @al2a!s 5ear(n3 a5out (n the 5od!
the d!(n3 o$ the Lord &esus) that the l($e also o$ &esus m(3ht 5e made man($est (n her 5od!-@"8D
It (s an essent(al propert! o$ the Churh to 5e so) 5eause o$ her 'oat(on to sa'e men- No2here
else does e'(l 5eome so '(s(5le) 5eause no2here else (s (t so #eenl! $ou3ht- "She an ne'er
2or# out o$ the sphere o$ e'(l-"8 As her Master ame not $or the 2hole) 5ut $or the s(#) so the
Churh (n th(s 2orld 2(ll al2a!s ha'e her s(#) 2(ll al2a!s ha'e sores (n her mem5ers) 3reat
and small-

To sum up: the $(rst ser(es o$ tra3( on$l(ts ar(ses out o$ the nature o$ Chr(st(an(t! as a
supernatural and re'ealed rel(3(on- .hen the A5solute e6presses (tsel$ (n t(me) 2hen <od@s
eternal derees ta#e temporal $orm) (t annot 5ut 5e that human (mper$et(on should ome (nto
(n2ard on$l(t 2(th d('(ne per$et(on- In th(s respet Shopenhauer) and 5e$ore h(m Shell(n3)
and later Hartmann ha'e ;ud3ed orretl!- Those ph(losophers erred onl! (n th(s that the!
attr(5uted <od@s entrane (nto t(me) not to a $ree and lo'(n3 at o$ the personal <od) 5ut to a
neess(t! o$ <od@s 5e(n3- And so the! 2ent on to onlude that reat(on 2as the Fall o$ <od-

The seond soure o$ these on$l(ts l(es) not (n the nature o$ supernatural re'elat(on (n 3eneral)
 5ut (n the nature o$ Cathol((sm (n part(ular) (n that 2h(h onst(tutes the spe(al harater o$
Cathol((sm-

In the $(rst plae there (s that on$l(t 5et2een author(t! and human l(5ert! 2h(h neessar(l!
results $rom the Cathol( dotr(ne o$ author(t!- Th(s on$l(t ma! 5e seen 2hene'er the human
e3o runs up a3a(nst al(en) r(3(d and (ne6ora5le $ats) a3a(nst la2s and ord(nanes 2h(h seem to
r(5 and on$(ne the $ree mo'ement o$ the m(nd- Th(s (s espe(all! the ase) there$ore) (n the
re3(on o$ theolo3!) (n the s(ene o$ our $a(th- Supernatural re'elat(on (s not human 2(sdom) 5ut
the .ord o$ <od- Its ne2 truth does not or(3(nate (n human(t! as (ts pr(mal soure) not e'en (n
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the depths o$ human su57 ons(ousness) 5ut (s the depths o$ human su57 ons(ousness) 5ut (s essent(all! 3('en $rom a5o'e- There$ore (t an 5eessent(all! 3('en $rom a5o'e- There$ore (t an 5e
ommun(ated to men onl! 5! the 2a! o$ author(t!) 5! that l('(n3 ser(es o$ 5(shops 2ho areommun(ated to men onl! 5! the 2a! o$ author(t!) 5! that l('(n3 ser(es o$ 5(shops 2ho are
desended $rom the apostles and on;o(ned to them (n a sp(r(tual un(t! throu3h the sarament o$desended $rom the apostles and on;o(ned to them (n a sp(r(tual un(t! throu3h the sarament o$
the (mpos(t(on o$ hands) and espe(all! 5! the suessor o$ St- Peter- Churh author(t! (s athe (mpos(t(on o$ hands) and espe(all! 5! the suessor o$ St- Peter- Churh author(t! (s a
neessar! orrelat('e o$ supernatural re'elat(on- So that Churh author(t! (s the one pole o$ theneessar! orrelat('e o$ supernatural re'elat(on- So that Churh author(t! (s the one pole o$ the
Cathol( l($e o$ $a(th- The Cathol( does not 3et h(s $(nal de(s(on re3ard(n3 the truths o$Cathol( l($e o$ $a(th- The Cathol( does not 3et h(s $(nal de(s(on re3ard(n3 the truths o$
re'elat(on $rom ph(lolo3(sts and h(stor(ans) 5ut $rom the pr(mar! 2(tnesses and depos(tor(es o$re'elat(on $rom ph(lolo3(sts and h(stor(ans) 5ut $rom the pr(mar! 2(tnesses and depos(tor(es o$
th(s truth) $rom the mess(an( author(t! o$ the .ord) Chr(st) perpetuated throu3h the entur(es (nth(s truth) $rom the mess(an( author(t! o$ the .ord) Chr(st) perpetuated throu3h the entur(es (n

 pope  pope and and 5(shops- 5(shops- Conse1uentl! Conse1uentl! the the Cathol( Cathol( (s (s (n (n h(s h(s $a(th $a(th (n2ardl! (n2ardl! 5ound 5ound to to o5e! o5e! thethe
author(tat('e teah(n3 o$ h(s Churh) 2h(h (s the eho o$ the preah(n3 o$ &esus- On the otherauthor(tat('e teah(n3 o$ h(s Churh) 2h(h (s the eho o$ the preah(n3 o$ &esus- On the other
hand the hand the ChurChurh h prohproh(5(ts all (5(ts all 5l(nd $a(th and 5l(nd $a(th and meremerel! l! e6tere6ternal on$orm(t!nal on$orm(t!- - The a$$(rmaThe a$$(rmat(ont(on
aorded to the Churh@s teah(n3 must 5e a on'(ned and (n2ard a$$(rmat(on) and so anaorded to the Churh@s teah(n3 must 5e a on'(ned and (n2ard a$$(rmat(on) and so an
a$$(rmat(on o$ the $ree moral personal(t!) and an a$$(rmat(on 2h(h rests) (n proport(on to aa$$(rmat(on o$ the $ree moral personal(t!) and an a$$(rmat(on 2h(h rests) (n proport(on to a
man@s de3ree o$ eduat(on) upon personal (ns(3ht (nto the 3rounds o$ $a(th and (nto (ts h(stor(alman@s de3ree o$ eduat(on) upon personal (ns(3ht (nto the 3rounds o$ $a(th and (nto (ts h(stor(al
and ph(losoph(al presuppos(t(ons- And s(ne th(s personal (ns(3ht annot 5e atta(ned 5! aand ph(losoph(al presuppos(t(ons- And s(ne th(s personal (ns(3ht annot 5e atta(ned 5! a
sholar 2(thout se'erel! s(ent($( method) there$ore the Churh annot poss(5l! 5e an enem! tosholar 2(thout se'erel! s(ent($( method) there$ore the Churh annot poss(5l! 5e an enem! to
so5er r(t((sm) least o$ all to the so7alled "h(stor(o7r(t(al" method- E'en the muh7atta#edso5er r(t((sm) least o$ all to the so7alled "h(stor(o7r(t(al" method- E'en the muh7atta#ed
ant(7modern(st en!l(al o$ Pope P(us  %Pasend(, and the ant(7modern(st oath) do not $or5(dant(7modern(st en!l(al o$ Pope P(us  %Pasend(, and the ant(7modern(st oath) do not $or5(d
th(s method) 5ut rather presuppose (t- .hat the! $or5(d (s s(mpl! th(s) that men should ma#e theth(s method) 5ut rather presuppose (t- .hat the! $or5(d (s s(mpl! th(s) that men should ma#e the
a$$(rmat(on o$ supernatural $a(th dependent e6lus('el! on the results o$ th(s method) there5!a$$(rmat(on o$ supernatural $a(th dependent e6lus('el! on the results o$ th(s method) there5!
su5;et(n3 (t 2holl! to ph(lolo3(sts and h(stor(ans) and to pro$ane s(ene- Our $a(th does su5;et(n3 (t 2holl! to ph(lolo3(sts and h(stor(ans) and to pro$ane s(ene- Our $a(th does not restnot rest
upon dead douments) 5ut upon the l('(n3 2(tness o$ that stream o$ trad(t(on 2h(h has 5rou3htupon dead douments) 5ut upon the l('(n3 2(tness o$ that stream o$ trad(t(on 2h(h has 5rou3ht
(ts dotr(nes do2n $rom Chr(st throu3h the apostles and the apostol(al suess(on o$ 5(shops to(ts dotr(nes do2n $rom Chr(st throu3h the apostles and the apostol(al suess(on o$ 5(shops to
the present da!- Chr(st(an(t! (s not a rel(3(on o$ dead douments and $ra3mentar! reords) 5ut athe present da!- Chr(st(an(t! (s not a rel(3(on o$ dead douments and $ra3mentar! reords) 5ut a
l($e (n the Hol! Sp(r(t preser'ed $rom 3enerat(on to 3enerat(on 5! the apostol(al suess(on o$l($e (n the Hol! Sp(r(t preser'ed $rom 3enerat(on to 3enerat(on 5! the apostol(al suess(on o$
omm(ss(oned preahers- The h(stor(o7r(t(al method) ($ (t 2ould not lose (tsel$ (n e6tra'a3antomm(ss(oned preahers- The h(stor(o7r(t(al method) ($ (t 2ould not lose (tsel$ (n e6tra'a3ant
and unl(m(ted r(t((sm) must ad;ust (tsel$ to th(s l($e 2h(h pulsates throu3h the her(ta3e o$and unl(m(ted r(t((sm) must ad;ust (tsel$ to th(s l($e 2h(h pulsates throu3h the her(ta3e o$
re'ealed truth- That 2as 2hat the papal en!l(al meant 2hen (t delared(n 2ords that ha'ere'ealed truth- That 2as 2hat the papal en!l(al meant 2hen (t delared(n 2ords that ha'e

 5een  5een so so muh muh m(sunderstoodthat m(sunderstoodthat hol! hol! Sr(pture Sr(pture and and the the Fathers Fathers are are not not to to 5e 5e (nterpreted(nterpreted
"merel! 5! the pr(n(ples o$ s(ene" %non sol(s s(ent(ae pr(n(p((s,- The sur3(n3 l($e o$ the"merel! 5! the pr(n(ples o$ s(ene" %non sol(s s(ent(ae pr(n(p((s,- The sur3(n3 l($e o$ the
ChrChr(st(st(an (an prepresensent t $lo$lo2s 2s o'eo'er r the the deadead d rereordords s o$ o$ pr(pr(m(tm(t('e ('e dodoumumentsents) ) or or ratratherher) ) thethesese
doumdouments are themsel'es noth(nents are themsel'es noth(n3 5ut 3 5ut that l($e 3ro2n st($$ and num5) noth(n3 5ut a that l($e 3ro2n st($$ and num5) noth(n3 5ut a deposdepos(t o$(t o$
that hol! and supernatural l($e 2h(h st(ll en$olds us (n the present- There$ore those doumentsthat hol! and supernatural l($e 2h(h st(ll en$olds us (n the present- There$ore those douments
an 5e $ull! de(phered and !(eld the(r true re'ealed sense onl! (n the l(3ht o$ th(s l($e- So thean 5e $ull! de(phered and !(eld the(r true re'ealed sense onl! (n the l(3ht o$ th(s l($e- So the
Churh does not 1uarrel 2(th the h(stor(o7r(t(al method) or d(spute the r(3ht and dut! o$Churh does not 1uarrel 2(th the h(stor(o7r(t(al method) or d(spute the r(3ht and dut! o$
s(ent($( researh- .hat she does (s to 3uard a3a(nst the a5use o$ these th(n3s) to pre'ent thes(ent($( researh- .hat she does (s to 3uard a3a(nst the a5use o$ these th(n3s) to pre'ent the
ne3let o$ that l('(n3 element (n Chr(st(an(t! 2here(n these methods should $(nd the(r $(nal normne3let o$ that l('(n3 element (n Chr(st(an(t! 2here(n these methods should $(nd the(r $(nal norm
and standard- 0! means o$ th(s l($e o$ hers) 5! means o$ the lear da!l(3ht o$ her re'ealedand standard- 0! means o$ th(s l($e o$ hers) 5! means o$ the lear da!l(3ht o$ her re'ealed
#no2led3e) she (s e'er thro2(n3 ne2 l(3ht upon the pro5lems o$ the lo2er and h(3her r(t((sm)#no2led3e) she (s e'er thro2(n3 ne2 l(3ht upon the pro5lems o$ the lo2er and h(3her r(t((sm)
upon the pro5lems o$ sr(ptural and patr(st( theolo3!- And 2hen she 5el(e'es that entralupon the pro5lems o$ sr(ptural and patr(st( theolo3!- And 2hen she 5el(e'es that entral
thou3hts o$ the Chr(st(an re'elat(on are menaed) then 5! means o$ her Con3re3at(onsnot (nthou3hts o$ the Chr(st(an re'elat(on are menaed) then 5! means o$ her Con3re3at(onsnot (n
the name o$ s(ene) 5ut (n the name o$ her $a(thshe utters her proh(5(t(on a3a(nst suhthe name o$ s(ene) 5ut (n the name o$ her $a(thshe utters her proh(5(t(on a3a(nst suh
teah(n3-teah(n3-

And here (s the po(nt 2here Churh author(t! and the (nd('(dual@s r(3ht to 3('e h(msel$ anAnd here (s the po(nt 2here Churh author(t! and the (nd('(dual@s r(3ht to 3('e h(msel$ an
aount o$ the $a(th that (s (n h(m) ma! ome (nto on$l(t- It (s poss(5le that the teah(n3aount o$ the $a(th that (s (n h(m) ma! ome (nto on$l(t- It (s poss(5le that the teah(n3
author(t! o$ the Churh) as (n the ase o$ <al(leo) ma! (n the name o$ the $a(th $or5(d a s(ent($(author(t! o$ the Churh) as (n the ase o$ <al(leo) ma! (n the name o$ the $a(th $or5(d a s(ent($(
op(n(on 2h(h (s onl! (n apparent ontrad(t(on 2(th $(6ed do3mat( truth) and 2h(h 5eomesop(n(on 2h(h (s onl! (n apparent ontrad(t(on 2(th $(6ed do3mat( truth) and 2h(h 5eomes
later on an (rre$uta5le erta(nt!- O$ ourse the Cathol( #no2s that the de(s(ons o$ theselater on an (rre$uta5le erta(nt!- O$ ourse the Cathol( #no2s that the de(s(ons o$ these
Con3re3at(ons) e'en thou3h on$(rmed 5! the pope h(msel$ (n the ord(nar! $orm %(n $ormaCon3re3at(ons) e'en thou3h on$(rmed 5! the pope h(msel$ (n the ord(nar! $orm %(n $orma
ommun(,) ma! 5e and ha'e 5een erroneous- And he #no2s that the true (n2ard assent 2h(hommun(,) ma! 5e and ha'e 5een erroneous- And he #no2s that the true (n2ard assent 2h(h
the! re1u(re an there$ore not 5e an un1ual($(ed assent) 5ut onl! a 1ual($(ed one- For althou3hthe! re1u(re an there$ore not 5e an un1ual($(ed assent) 5ut onl! a 1ual($(ed one- For althou3h
suh de(s(ons) as emanat(n3 $rom the Churh@s teah(n3 author(t!) la(m an em(nent de3ree o$suh de(s(ons) as emanat(n3 $rom the Churh@s teah(n3 author(t!) la(m an em(nent de3ree o$
ons(derat(on) and althou3h the! are 3enerall! proteted $rom error 5! the ass(stane o$ the Hol!ons(derat(on) and althou3h the! are 3enerall! proteted $rom error 5! the ass(stane o$ the Hol!
Sp(r(t) !et the! rema(n the de(s(ons o$ a $all(5le author(t!- For th(s reason the $a(th$ul Cathol(Sp(r(t) !et the! rema(n the de(s(ons o$ a $all(5le author(t!- For th(s reason the $a(th$ul Cathol(
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#no2s that he (s 5! no means $or5(dden (n spe(al ases and $or 2e(3ht! reasons to re#on 2(th#no2s that he (s 5! no means $or5(dden (n spe(al ases and $or 2e(3ht! reasons to re#on 2(th
the poss(5(l(t! o$ error (n suh de(s(ons) and that he (s perm(tted to prepare the 2a! 5! morethe poss(5(l(t! o$ error (n suh de(s(ons) and that he (s perm(tted to prepare the 2a! 5! more
thorou3h stud! $or a $(nal solut(on o$ the 1uest(on- He #no2s also that the Churh) 2hen suh athorou3h stud! $or a $(nal solut(on o$ the 1uest(on- He #no2s also that the Churh) 2hen suh a
a de(s('e solut(on has 5een reahed) has 2(thdra2n her 'eto) so that that 'eto d(d not tend toa de(s('e solut(on has 5een reahed) has 2(thdra2n her 'eto) so that that 'eto d(d not tend to
the suppress(on o$ truth) 5ut rather to (ts thorou3h demonstrat(on) and (n an! ase sa$e3uardedthe suppress(on o$ truth) 5ut rather to (ts thorou3h demonstrat(on) and (n an! ase sa$e3uarded
her theolo3! $rom hast! and (nsu$$((entl!7 supported h!potheses- Theolo3! (s the s(ene o$her theolo3! $rom hast! and (nsu$$((entl!7 supported h!potheses- Theolo3! (s the s(ene o$
l($e) and (ts propos(t(ons (n$luene l($e d(retl!- The teah(n3 author(t! o$ the Churh) as 5e(n3l($e) and (ts propos(t(ons (n$luene l($e d(retl!- The teah(n3 author(t! o$ the Churh) as 5e(n3
appo(nted 5! <od to 3uard the supernatural l($e o$ the $a(th$ul) annot and ma! not stand 1u(etl!appo(nted 5! <od to 3uard the supernatural l($e o$ the $a(th$ul) annot and ma! not stand 1u(etl!

 5!  5! and and let let the the on3re3at(on on3re3at(on o$ o$ the the $a(th$ul $a(th$ul 5e 5e d(stur5ed d(stur5ed 5! 5! re'olut(onar! re'olut(onar! assert(ons assert(ons 2h(h 2h(h areare
de'o(d o$ a sound s(ent($( 5as(s) and 2h(h $or the most part 5ear 2(th(n them the seeds o$de'o(d o$ a sound s(ent($( 5as(s) and 2h(h $or the most part 5ear 2(th(n them the seeds o$
dea! 5e$ore the! ha'e r(3htl! 3ot (nto the 2orld- All th(s the Cathol( #no2s- In theor!dea! 5e$ore the! ha'e r(3htl! 3ot (nto the 2orld- All th(s the Cathol( #no2s- In theor!
therethere$ore there (s $ore there (s a a 5alan5alane e esta5esta5l(shed 5et2een the l(shed 5et2een the o$$o$$((al teah(n3 author((al teah(n3 author(t! and (t! and theoltheolo3(alo3(al
$reedom o$ mo'ement- 0ut (n the prat(al at('(t! o$ researh) 2here the 1uest(ons dealt 2(th$reedom o$ mo'ement- 0ut (n the prat(al at('(t! o$ researh) 2here the 1uest(ons dealt 2(th
are not suh that an e6at solut(on) an uno5;et(ona5le) e6haust('e proo$ an 5e su5m(tted to theare not suh that an e6at solut(on) an uno5;et(ona5le) e6haust('e proo$ an 5e su5m(tted to the
Churh@s teah(n3 author(t!) 5ut rather pro5lems 2h(h o$ the(r nature do not lend themsel'es toChurh@s teah(n3 author(t!) 5ut rather pro5lems 2h(h o$ the(r nature do not lend themsel'es to
solut(on 5! a se'erel! e6at method) 5ut ult(matel! onl! 5! (ntu(t(on and 5! a omprehens('esolut(on 5! a se'erel! e6at method) 5ut ult(matel! onl! 5! (ntu(t(on and 5! a omprehens('e
3rasp o$ all the data) then on$l(ts are poss(5le3rasp o$ all the data) then on$l(ts are poss(5le- In - In suh a ase the suh a ase the sholasholar su$$ers $rom ther su$$ers $rom the
on$l(t o$ h(s (deals) 2hen the ser'(e o$ truth seems to 5e at 'ar(ane 2(th h(s lo!alt! to theon$l(t o$ h(s (deals) 2hen the ser'(e o$ truth seems to 5e at 'ar(ane 2(th h(s lo!alt! to the
Churh- It (s a sared su$$er(n3) !et a 'er! real one- He (s na(led to the "ross o$ h(s (deals)" Churh- It (s a sared su$$er(n3) !et a 'er! real one- He (s na(led to the "ross o$ h(s (deals)" andand
no man an ta#e h(m do2n $rom th(s ross-no man an ta#e h(m do2n $rom th(s ross-

Furthermore the spe(al harater o$ Cathol((sm 3('es r(se to a on$l(t 5et2een the la(ms o$Furthermore the spe(al harater o$ Cathol((sm 3('es r(se to a on$l(t 5et2een the la(ms o$
 personal(t! and those o$ the ommun(t! personal(t! and those o$ the ommun(t!- The Churh (s pr(mar(l! a ommun(t!- The Churh (s pr(mar(l! a ommun(t!) (t (s that un(t! o$) (t (s that un(t! o$
redempt(on7need(n3 man#(nd 2h(h (s esta5l(shed (n the person o$ the Inarnate <od- 0ut she (sredempt(on7need(n3 man#(nd 2h(h (s esta5l(shed (n the person o$ the Inarnate <od- 0ut she (s
at the 'er! same t(me a ommun(t! o$ persons- The Churh sho2s hersel$ to 5e the l('(n3 0od!at the 'er! same t(me a ommun(t! o$ persons- The Churh sho2s hersel$ to 5e the l('(n3 0od!
o$ Chr(st onl! (n so $ar as she real(>es hersel$ (n l('(n3 persons- 0oth these th(n3s) there$ore)o$ Chr(st onl! (n so $ar as she real(>es hersel$ (n l('(n3 persons- 0oth these th(n3s) there$ore)

 5oth  5oth ommun(t! ommun(t! and and personal(t!personal(t!) ) are are o$ o$ the the su5stane su5stane o$ o$ the the Churh) Churh) and and ne(ther ne(ther an an su5s(stsu5s(st
2(thout the other- From out o$ the ommun(t! o$ $a(th and o$ lo'e the personal(t! dra2s (ts ne22(thout the other- From out o$ the ommun(t! o$ $a(th and o$ lo'e the personal(t! dra2s (ts ne2
l($e- And the ne275orn personal(t! (n (ts turn 3('es the ommun(t! the 5est that (t has) thel($e- And the ne275orn personal(t! (n (ts turn 3('es the ommun(t! the 5est that (t has) the
a2a#en(n3 and en#(ndl(n3 po2er o$ (ts $a(th and o$ (ts lo'e) and there5! 3('es the ommun(t!a2a#en(n3 and en#(ndl(n3 po2er o$ (ts $a(th and o$ (ts lo'e) and there5! 3('es the ommun(t!
$ru(t$ulness and 3ro2th- 0ut a ommun(t! (mpl(es a ommon l($e) and there$ore there must 5e a$ru(t$ulness and 3ro2th- 0ut a ommun(t! (mpl(es a ommon l($e) and there$ore there must 5e a
de$(n(te norm $or the ommun(t!) a reed and a la2- And the (nd('(dual must 2(ll(n3l! aeptde$(n(te norm $or the ommun(t!) a reed and a la2- And the (nd('(dual must 2(ll(n3l! aept
th(s norm) (n do3ma) morals) la2 and 2orsh(p- Here (s the po(nt 2here on$l(t (s poss(5le-th(s norm) (n do3ma) morals) la2 and 2orsh(p- Here (s the po(nt 2here on$l(t (s poss(5le-
Ind('(dual(t(es are too r(h and too 'ar(ousl! made5e(n3 eah a un(1ue h(stor(al reat(on)Ind('(dual(t(es are too r(h and too 'ar(ousl! made5e(n3 eah a un(1ue h(stor(al reat(on)
eah the result o$ a eah the result o$ a separseparate and spe(al 2ord o$ <odto 5e a5le to ate and spe(al 2ord o$ <odto 5e a5le to adapt themadapt themsel'es al2a!ssel'es al2a!s
and e'er!2here) $ull! and 2(thout $r(t(on) to the or3an(sm o$ the ommun(t!- There are 5oundand e'er!2here) $ull! and 2(thout $r(t(on) to the or3an(sm o$ the ommun(t!- There are 5ound
to 5e (nter(or d($$(ult(es and o5stales) and the proess alls $or sel$7sar($(e and de'oted sel$7to 5e (nter(or d($$(ult(es and o5stales) and the proess alls $or sel$7sar($(e and de'oted sel$7
den!(n3 lo'e- And the r(her a personal(t! (s) the more does (t su$$er $rom the ommun(t!)den!(n3 lo'e- And the r(her a personal(t! (s) the more does (t su$$er $rom the ommun(t!)
espe(all! $rom that a'era3e le'el o$ l($e and (ts re1u(rements 2h(h 3o neessar(l! 2(th aespe(all! $rom that a'era3e le'el o$ l($e and (ts re1u(rements 2h(h 3o neessar(l! 2(th a
ommon or3an(>at(on- It (s true that the ommun(t! r(hl! repa!s 2hate'er the personal(t!ommon or3an(>at(on- It (s true that the ommun(t! r(hl! repa!s 2hate'er the personal(t!
sar($(es to (t- The ommun(t! e6er(ses an eduat('e $ore) $or (t ompels the (nd('(dual tosar($(es to (t- The ommun(t! e6er(ses an eduat('e $ore) $or (t ompels the (nd('(dual to
lo'e and sar($(e) to hum(l(t! and s(mpl((t!- The ommun(t! deepens our personal(t(es) $or (tlo'e and sar($(e) to hum(l(t! and s(mpl((t!- The ommun(t! deepens our personal(t(es) $or (t
enlar3es them 5! all that 3oodness 2h(h 2e sho2 to our 5rethren and the! to us- And7 7(tsenlar3es them 5! all that 3oodness 2h(h 2e sho2 to our 5rethren and the! to us- And7 7(ts
h(3hest e6ellenethe ommun(t! (s the 0od! o$ Chr(st) the true sphere o$ all the truth andh(3hest e6ellenethe ommun(t! (s the 0od! o$ Chr(st) the true sphere o$ all the truth and
3rae o$ &esus- 0ut ho2e'er pre(ous the ommun(t! (s) there rema(n sar($(e) and sel$7den(al)3rae o$ &esus- 0ut ho2e'er pre(ous the ommun(t! (s) there rema(n sar($(e) and sel$7den(al)
and sel$7su5ord(nat(on and su$$er(n3 2(th the mem5ers o$ Chr(st- For "($ an! mem5er su$$er) alland sel$7su5ord(nat(on and su$$er(n3 2(th the mem5ers o$ Chr(st- For "($ an! mem5er su$$er) all
the mem5ers su$$er 2(th (t-"the mem5ers su$$er 2(th (t-"

Conneted 2(th th(s) (s that th(rd and last ser(es o$ on$l(ts 2h(h ar(ses $rom the nature o$Conneted 2(th th(s) (s that th(rd and last ser(es o$ on$l(ts 2h(h ar(ses $rom the nature o$
Cathol((sm- .e shall re$er to (t onl! 5r(e$l!- It (s the on$l(t 5et2een l('(n3 p(et! and ChurhCathol((sm- .e shall re$er to (t onl! 5r(e$l!- It (s the on$l(t 5et2een l('(n3 p(et! and Churh
author(t!) 5et2een the enthus(asm o$ Penteost and the r(3(d(t! o$ Churh la2- Th(s on$l(t (sauthor(t!) 5et2een the enthus(asm o$ Penteost and the r(3(d(t! o$ Churh la2- Th(s on$l(t (s
'('(dl! represented (n the l($e o$ St- Fran(s o$ Ass(s(- 0oth these $ators are neessar! $or the'('(dl! represented (n the l($e o$ St- Fran(s o$ Ass(s(- 0oth these $ators are neessar! $or the
l($e o$ the Churh- The Sp(r(t o$ Penteost must al2a!s and 2(ll al2a!s a2a#en ne2 l($e- E'erl($e o$ the Churh- The Sp(r(t o$ Penteost must al2a!s and 2(ll al2a!s a2a#en ne2 l($e- E'er
and anon (t 2(ll touh the depths o$ the Churh@s soul and set $ree m(3ht! (mpulses and st(rr(n3and anon (t 2(ll touh the depths o$ the Churh@s soul and set $ree m(3ht! (mpulses and st(rr(n3
mo'ements- 0ut so that these mo'ements ma! not ome to noth(n3) 5ut ma! 5e permanentl!mo'ements- 0ut so that these mo'ements ma! not ome to noth(n3) 5ut ma! 5e permanentl!
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$ru(t$ul) the! must 5e 3u(ded 5! Churh author(t! 5! means o$ rules and la2s) $(6ed ord(nanes$ru(t$ul) the! must 5e 3u(ded 5! Churh author(t! 5! means o$ rules and la2s) $(6ed ord(nanes
and re3ulatand re3ulat(ons- So personal p(et! re1u((ons- So personal p(et! re1u(res that the res that the ChurChurh re3ulate (t) and de$(ne (t h re3ulate (t) and de$(ne (t and 3('e (tand 3('e (t
str(t $ormstr(t $orm) ($ ) ($ (t (s not (t (s not to e55 uselessl! a2a!to e55 uselessl! a2a!- 0ut on - 0ut on the other hand the $orm needs the $lo2 o$the other hand the $orm needs the $lo2 o$
l($e and e6per(ene ($ (t (s not l(ttle 5! l(ttle to 5eome r(3(d and rusted o'er- It needs (t thel($e and e6per(ene ($ (t (s not l(ttle 5! l(ttle to 5eome r(3(d and rusted o'er- It needs (t the
more) the older and more 'enera5le (t (s- In the r(3ht o7ord(nat(on o$ these t2o $ators l(es themore) the older and more 'enera5le (t (s- In the r(3ht o7ord(nat(on o$ these t2o $ators l(es the
seret o$ the Churh@s '(3orous l($e- .hen th(s o7operat(on (s not ma(nta(ned) or not su$$((entl!seret o$ the Churh@s '(3orous l($e- .hen th(s o7operat(on (s not ma(nta(ned) or not su$$((entl!
ma(nta(ned) then the Cathol( su$$ers- And there (s no pa(n that a Cathol( ma! endure soma(nta(ned) then the Cathol( su$$ers- And there (s no pa(n that a Cathol( ma! endure so

 pro$ound and penetrat(n3) !et so sared and pure) as th(s  pro$ound and penetrat(n3) !et so sared and pure) as th(s (s- The letters o$ St- (s- The letters o$ St- Cather(ne o$ S(enaCather(ne o$ S(ena
(llustrate (t) as does also the l($e o$ St- Clement Mar(a Ho$5auer- .ell ma! the Cathol( soul(llustrate (t) as does also the l($e o$ St- Clement Mar(a Ho$5auer- .ell ma! the Cathol( soul
e6la(m 2(th Peter L(ppert: "O Cathol( Churh) thou an3el o$ the Lord) thou Raphael sent toe6la(m 2(th Peter L(ppert: "O Cathol( Churh) thou an3el o$ the Lord) thou Raphael sent to
3u(de us (n our p(l3r(ma3e) ma!est thou e'er $(nd the stren3th to 2al# 2(th suh m(3ht! str(des3u(de us (n our p(l3r(ma3e) ma!est thou e'er $(nd the stren3th to 2al# 2(th suh m(3ht! str(des
that thou th!sel$ ma!est 5e a5le to shatter the $orms that ha'e 3ro2n st($$ and ant(1uated-that thou th!sel$ ma!est 5e a5le to shatter the $orms that ha'e 3ro2n st($$ and ant(1uated-
Cathol( Churh) an3el o$ the Lord) ma!est thou e'er $(nd stren3th so to st(r th! 2(n3s as toCathol( Churh) an3el o$ the Lord) ma!est thou e'er $(nd stren3th so to st(r th! 2(n3s as to
ra(se a m(3ht! 2(nd and 5lo2 a2a! the dust o$ entur(es-"8Gra(se a m(3ht! 2(nd and 5lo2 a2a! the dust o$ entur(es-"8G

..e ha'e spo#en o$ the on$l(ts 2h(h ar(se e ha'e spo#en o$ the on$l(ts 2h(h ar(se $rom the nature o$ re'elat(on and $rom the nature o$$rom the nature o$ re'elat(on and $rom the nature o$
Cathol((sm- .hat solut(on do Cathol(s $(nd $or these on$l(ts/Cathol((sm- .hat solut(on do Cathol(s $(nd $or these on$l(ts/

The! sol'e them (n the l(3ht o$ eshatolo3!The! sol'e them (n the l(3ht o$ eshatolo3!) (n the l(3ht o$ the $at) that aord(n3 to our Lord@s) (n the l(3ht o$ the $at) that aord(n3 to our Lord@s
 prom(ses the per$et(on o$ the  prom(ses the per$et(on o$ the Churh (s !et to 5e) Churh (s !et to 5e) that the Churh o$ 3lor! 2(ll that the Churh o$ 3lor! 2(ll not appear unt(lnot appear unt(l
the end o$ t(me) and that there$ore (t (s aord(n3 to the eonom! o$ sal'at(on that the Churh o$the end o$ t(me) and that there$ore (t (s aord(n3 to the eonom! o$ sal'at(on that the Churh o$
the present should rema(n un$(n(shed) (nomplete and (mper$et unt(l the Com(n3 o$ the Son o$the present should rema(n un$(n(shed) (nomplete and (mper$et unt(l the Com(n3 o$ the Son o$
Man- Th(s (nompleteness (s there$ore not someth(n3 $ored upon us $or the $(rst t(me 5! theMan- Th(s (nompleteness (s there$ore not someth(n3 $ored upon us $or the $(rst t(me 5! the
old lo3( o$ $ats- On the ontrar! our Lord H(msel$ $rom the 5e3(nn(n3 le$t us (n no dou5told lo3( o$ $ats- On the ontrar! our Lord H(msel$ $rom the 5e3(nn(n3 le$t us (n no dou5t
a5out (t- From the 5e3(nn(n3 He desr(5ed the K(n3dom o$ Hea'en as a net that onta(ns 5ada5out (t- From the 5e3(nn(n3 He desr(5ed the K(n3dom o$ Hea'en as a net that onta(ns 5ad
$(sh as 2ell as 3ood) as a $(eld that onta(ns o#le as 2ell as 2heat- .hen He 2arned H(s$(sh as 2ell as 3ood) as a $(eld that onta(ns o#le as 2ell as 2heat- .hen He 2arned H(s
d(s(ples a3a(nst o'et(n3 the "$(rst plaes" (n H(s K(n3dom He (nd(ated the poss(5(l(t! o$d(s(ples a3a(nst o'et(n3 the "$(rst plaes" (n H(s K(n3dom He (nd(ated the poss(5(l(t! o$

 ;ealous! and str($e amon3 the leaders o$ the Churh %Ne2man,- .hen He del(neates the ste2ard ;ealous! and str($e amon3 the leaders o$ the Churh %Ne2man,- .hen He del(neates the ste2ard
2ho 5e3an to "str(#e the menser'ants and ma(d7ser'ants) and to eat and to dr(n# and 5e drun#)"2ho 5e3an to "str(#e the menser'ants and ma(d7ser'ants) and to eat and to dr(n# and 5e drun#)"
2e th(n# (n'olunt2e th(n# (n'oluntar(l! o$ those ste2ards o$ the ar(l! o$ those ste2ards o$ the K(n3dK(n3dom o$ <od) om o$ <od) to 2hom as to 2hom as suessuessors o$ St-sors o$ St-
Peter 2ere omm(tted the Ke!s o$ the K(n3dom) and 2ho so 3r(e'ousl! a5used the(r saredPeter 2ere omm(tted the Ke!s o$ the K(n3dom) and 2ho so 3r(e'ousl! a5used the(r sared
o$$(e- As Card(nal Ne2man sa!s) our Lord e6pressl! 2arns us not to e6pet the Churh o$ th(so$$(e- As Card(nal Ne2man sa!s) our Lord e6pressl! 2arns us not to e6pet the Churh o$ th(s
2orld to 5e 2(thout spot or 2r(n#le- And H(s d(s(ples 3('e us that same 2arn(n3- In part(ular (t2orld to 5e 2(thout spot or 2r(n#le- And H(s d(s(ples 3('e us that same 2arn(n3- In part(ular (t
(s a $a'or(te thou3ht o$ St- Paul@s that the Churh o$ the present) al5e(t per'aded 5! Chr(st) 5ears(s a $a'or(te thou3ht o$ St- Paul@s that the Churh o$ the present) al5e(t per'aded 5! Chr(st) 5ears
the mar#s not o$ H(s 3lor! 5ut o$ H(s su$$er(n3) man($ests h(s "d!(n3" %ne#ros(s) + Cor- (') 9,the mar#s not o$ H(s 3lor! 5ut o$ H(s su$$er(n3) man($ests h(s "d!(n3" %ne#ros(s) + Cor- (') 9,
and H(s 2ounds %<al- '() 9G,4 that the su$$er(n3s o$ Chr(st "a5ound" (n H(s mem5ers %+ Cor- ()and H(s 2ounds %<al- '() 9G,4 that the su$$er(n3s o$ Chr(st "a5ound" (n H(s mem5ers %+ Cor- ()
D,) so that one must spea# o$ a "$ello2sh(p o$ H(s su$$er(n3s" %Ph(l ((( 9, There$ore su$$er(n3 (nD,) so that one must spea# o$ a "$ello2sh(p o$ H(s su$$er(n3s" %Ph(l ((( 9, There$ore su$$er(n3 (n
all (ts $orms (s an essent(al tra(t o$ the Churh o$ th(s 2orld- As St- Au3ust(ne sa!s o$ the presentall (ts $orms (s an essent(al tra(t o$ the Churh o$ th(s 2orld- As St- Au3ust(ne sa!s o$ the present
state o$ the Churh: "It (s st(ll n(3ht" %Adhu no6 est,- And a3a(n: "The Churh stands (nstate o$ the Churh: "It (s st(ll n(3ht" %Adhu no6 est,- And a3a(n: "The Churh stands (n
dar#ness) (n th(s t(me o$ her p(l3r(ma3e) and must lament under man! m(ser(es-8dar#ness) (n th(s t(me o$ her p(l3r(ma3e) and must lament under man! m(ser(es-8

0ut on the other handand th(s (s the seond pr(n(ple 2here5! the on$l(t (s sol'ed($ Chr(st0ut on the other handand th(s (s the seond pr(n(ple 2here5! the on$l(t (s sol'ed($ Chr(st
 pla(nl!  pla(nl! prophes(es prophes(es s(n s(n and and d(stress) d(stress) 2ea#ness 2ea#ness and and (mper$et(on (mper$et(on $or $or the the earthl! earthl! Churh) Churh) HeHe
 prom(ses 1u(te  prom(ses 1u(te as de$(n(tel! as de$(n(tel! that the that the 3ates o$ 3ates o$ hell 2(ll hell 2(ll not pre'a(l not pre'a(l a3a(nst her a3a(nst her and that and that H(s sp(r(tH(s sp(r(t
2(ll a5(de 2(th us unto the end o$ 2(ll a5(de 2(th us unto the end o$ the 2orld- The Churthe 2orld- The Churh (s a h (s a lea'elea'en 2h(h 2or#s slo2l!n 2h(h 2or#s slo2l!) and) and
!et 2(ll (n un(nterrupted proess lea'en the 2hole res(st(n3 mass o$ human(t!- So the Cathol(!et 2(ll (n un(nterrupted proess lea'en the 2hole res(st(n3 mass o$ human(t!- So the Cathol(
anannot $earnot $ear) ) e'ee'en n 2he2hen n the Churthe Churh at h at t(mt(mes es seemseems s to s(n# (nto a to s(n# (nto a statstate e o$ torpoo$ torporr) ) or e'en o$or e'en o$
l(n3er(n3 death- H(stor! has sho2n o'er and o'er a3a(n that 5ad per(ods are $ollo2ed 5! happ!l(n3er(n3 death- H(stor! has sho2n o'er and o'er a3a(n that 5ad per(ods are $ollo2ed 5! happ!
reo'er(es) reo'er(es so 3lor(ous that the t(me o$ sta3nat(on seems to 5e a sort o$ trans(t(onalreo'er(es) reo'er(es so 3lor(ous that the t(me o$ sta3nat(on seems to 5e a sort o$ trans(t(onal
sta3e) preparator! to the 2ondrous th(n3 that (s to 5e) a #(nd o$ 2(nter sleep 2here(n the po2erssta3e) preparator! to the 2ondrous th(n3 that (s to 5e) a #(nd o$ 2(nter sleep 2here(n the po2ers
are olleted 5e$ore the a2a#en(n3 o$ spr(n3-are olleted 5e$ore the a2a#en(n3 o$ spr(n3-

That 2h(h (s true o$ the l($e o$ the Churh (n 3eneral) (s true (n part(ular o$ her preah(n3 o$That 2h(h (s true o$ the l($e o$ the Churh (n 3eneral) (s true (n part(ular o$ her preah(n3 o$
the truth- The Sp(r(t o$ Truth) the Com$orter) a5(des 2(th the Churh $or e'er) and He 2(llthe truth- The Sp(r(t o$ Truth) the Com$orter) a5(des 2(th the Churh $or e'er) and He 2(ll
onstantl! 5r(n3 truth to l(3ht and truth (n (ts omplete $ullness) (n all (ts he(3hts and depths-onstantl! 5r(n3 truth to l(3ht and truth (n (ts omplete $ullness) (n all (ts he(3hts and depths-
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Thou3h man! o$ the depths o$ truth and man! o$ (ts he(3hts ma! ha'e 5een o5sured $or
entur(es) !et a da! omes 2hen the 5eam o$ the Hol! Sp(r(t p(eres the dar#ness and d(sloses
the truth to the $a(th$ul- The h(stor! o$ the $ortunes o$ Ar(stotel(an(sm (n the Churh (s an
(nstrut('e (llustrat(on o$ th(s $at- Cathol( theolo3(ans are us(n3 (n our o2n da!) $or the

 ph(losoph(al statement o$ Cathol( dotr(ne) essent(all! that same Ar(stotel(an ph(losoph!
2h(h em(nent Fathers o$ the Churh alled the "soure o$ all heres(es)" (n part(ular o$

 Nestor(an(sm and Monoph!s(t(sm) and 2h(h) 2hen (t $ound (ts 2a! (nto sholast( (rles (n
the th(rteenth entur!) 2as se'eral t(mes $or5(dden 5! eles(ast(al author(t! to 5e used (n the

 pu5l( letures o$ the n('ers(t! o$ Par(s) h(e$l! on aount o$ (ts m(s(nterpretat(on (n Lat(n
A'erro(sm- Thou3hts are l(#e l('(n3 or3an(sms- The! need not onl! the(r spe(al so(l) 5ut also
the(r due t(me) so that the! ma! str(#e root and de'elop- And the Churh has a5undane o$ t(me-
She does not re#on (n deades) 5ut (n entur(es and m(llenn(a- So she an 2a(t unt(l thou3hts
ha'e (n the l(3ht o$ her teah(n3 5eome per$etl! lear and pure) unt(l 2hat (s 3enu(ne) true and

 permanent (n them (s reo3n(>ed and d(sen3a3ed $rom 2hat (s spur(ous) $alse and trans(tor!- The
Churh 5el(e'es (n the de'elopment o$ the supernatural #no2led3e o$ the truth- She teahes a

 pro3ress o$ $a(th) and that not merel! (n a su5;et('e) 5ut also (n an o5;et('e sense- The Bat(an
Coun(l e6pressl! de$(ned the do3ma that not onl! the (nd('(dual 5el(e'er) 5ut also the Churh
hersel$ an and should penetrate e'er more per$etl! and more pro$oundl! (nto the depths o$
re'ealed truth-8J And so the Cathol( sholar has the 3lad assurane that no seed o$ truth (s
'a(nl! so2n (n the $(eld o$ the Churh- The sp(r(t o$ truth 2(ll 5r(n3 e'er! seed to matur(t!)
2hen (ts t(me (s ome- And there$ore the $a(th$ul Cathol( sholar an ne'er lose $a(th (n h(s
Churh) s(ne h(s on$(dene (n the omplete tr(umph o$ truth (n the Churh (s unl(m(ted and
unsha#a5le- Thou3h he 5e not understood 5! h(s o2n a3e) !et he (s ne'er sol(tar!- H(s thou3ht)

 pro'(ded (t 5e 5ased on truth) 2(ll 5e ta#en (nto the l($e7 stream o$ the Churh and lar($(ed (n
those pure 2aters) so that (t ma! (n some $uture t(me) (n th(s stream and throu3h (t) 5eome the
$ert(l(>(n3 2ater o$ l($e $or man! souls-

I$ 2e as# (n onlus(on $or the ult(mate and deepest reason 2h! the "Churh 5elo2" %eles(a
deorsum, as St- Au3ust(ne alls (t89 shall ne'er (n th(s 2orld atta(n the spotlessness and

 5eaut! o$ the "Churh a5o'e" %eles(a sursum,) and 2h! 2e ma! ne'er do more than loo#
$or2ard hope$ull! to the Churh o$ 3lor!) 2e are see#(n3 to #no2 the m(nd o$ <od H(msel$) and
to searh (nto the depths o$ H(s ounsel- ".ho hath #no2n the m(nd o$ the Lord/ Or 2ho hath

 5een H(s ounselor/" %Rom- 6() *,- .e are $ae to $ae 2(th a m!ster! 2h(h 2e shall ne'er
ompletel! omprehend- .e ma! onl! suppose th(s muh a5out (t) that the $undamental $ores
o$ <od@s re'ealed at(on) H(s Hol(ness) &ust(e and <oodness) 2( ll pre'a(l (n th(s m!ster! also-

.here'er 2e enounter the <od o$ re'elat(on) 2e do not $(nd H(m to 5e the haraterless <od
o$ some $ee5le pastoral pla!) 5ut a <od o$ hol(ness and ;ust(e) a <od 2ho re1u(res '(3orous
at(on and moral de(s(on) the athlete@s stru33le $or the ro2n and perse'erane (n the rae unt(l
the pr(>e 5e 2on- The ne2 order o$ 3rae does not d(splae the old order o$ moral respons(5(l(t!

 5e$ore <od- And that (s true not onl! o$ the mem5ers o$ the Churh) 5ut also o$ the Churh as
suh- The Churh too (s su5;et to the 3reat la2 that the K(n3dom o$ Hea'en su$$ereth '(olene-
It (s true that as the supra7personal un(t! o$ redeemed man#(nd) a un(t! 5ased upon the <od7
man) the Churh has her o2n essent(al nature) her o2n la2 and her o2n l($e- And the Hol!
Sp(r(t 2(ll a5(de al2a!s 2(th her) so that she ma! rema(n true to her <od73('en nature- 0ut on
the other hand (t (s e1uall! true that the nature o$ the Churh must 5e e6pressed throu3h the
$a(th$ul) and not 2(thout them- The 0od! o$ Chr(st must ma(nta(n and per$et (tsel$ (n (ts
mem5ers and throu3h them- There$ore the Churh (s not onl! a 3($t to the $a(th$ul) 5ut also a
tas# $or them- The! ha'e to prepare and $oster that 3ood earthl! #(n3dom (n 2h(h the seed o$
the K(n3dom o$ Hea'en ma! ta#e root and $lour(sh- In other 2ords) the l($e o$ the Churh) the
de'elopment o$ her $a(th and her lo'e) the pro3ress o$ dotr(ne) morals) 2orsh(p and la2) stand
(n an (mmed(ate relat(on to the $a(th$ul and lo'(n3 personal l($e o$ the mem5ers o$ the 0od! o$
Chr(st- <od re2ards the mer(t or pun(shes the demer(t o$ the $a(th$ul 5! the r(se and $all o$ the
earthl! Churh- .e ma! there$ore trul! sa! 2(th St- Paul %Eph- (() +9) ++, that the Churh
$ounded 5! Chr(st (s at the same t(me o75u(lt 5! the $a(th$ul- St- Au3ust(ne sa!s pro$oundl!:
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"The temple o$ <od (s st(ll a 5u(ld(n3" and "The house %(-e- the Churh, (s no2 5e(n3
onstruted-"899 <od 2(lled a Churh 2h(h (n her r(pen(n3 and per$et(n3 should 5e the $ru(t
o$ the true 3rae7(nsp(red l($e o$ the $a(th$ul) o$ the(r pra!er and lo'e) o$ the(r $(del(t!) pen(tene
and de'ot(on) and there$ore He d(d not $ound her $rom the 5e3(nn(n3 as a th(n3 omplete and

 per$et) 5ut as an (nomplete th(n3) 2h(h lea'es room $or and alls $or a ont(nual at('(t! o$
onstrut(on) and (n 2hose (n2ard h(stor! H(s Hol(ness and &ust(e ont(nuall! tr(umph-

And <od perm(ts so muh 2ea#ness and 2rethedness (n the earthl! Churh ;ust 5eause He (s
3ood- One ma! e'en 'enture the parado6 that the m!st(al Chr(st has ta#en so muh 2ea#ness
upon H(msel$ $or our sa#es and $or our 2el$are- For ho2 m(3ht 2e) 2ho are "prone to e'(l $rom
our !outh)" 2ho are onstantl! stum5l(n3) onstantl! stru33l(n3) and ne'er spotless) not e'en (n
our $a(rest '(rtueho2 m(3ht 2e 3ladl! adhere to a Churh) 2h(h d(spla!ed hol(ness not as a
haste hope) 5ut as a rad(ant ah(e'ement/ Her 'er! 5eaut! 2ould 5e a stum5l(n3 5lo# to us-
Her 3lor! 2ould ause and ondemn us- Ho2 2ould 2e dare to all her) the r(h and 3lor(ous)
our mother) the mother o$ poor and 2rethed mortals/ No) 2e need a Redemptress Mother) one
2ho) ho2e'er elest(al she 5e (n the deepest reesses o$ her 5e(n3) ne'er turns oldl! a2a! $rom
her h(ldren) 2hen the(r so(led $(n3ers touh her) and 2hen $oll! and 2(#edness rend her
marr(a3e ro5e- .e need a poor mother) $or 2e oursel'es are poor-

And 2e need th(s same mother that 2e ma! not) (n the rad(ane o$ her 3lor!) 5eome su5;et to
a repuls('e sel$7sat(s$at(on or a lo'eless pr(de- Suh 2as e'er the $ate o$ those setar(es 2ho
ha'e re3arded themsel'es as alread! pure and hol!) here and no2) (n the $ull sense o$ those
2ords) $rom the an(ent Montan(sts and =onat(sts to the Cathar( o$ the M(ddle A3es and to
heret(s o$ our o2n da!- And) e'en ($ 2e d(d not $all (nto th(s sp(r(tual pr(de) 2e should perhaps)

 5l(nded 5! the 3lor! o$ the earthl! Churh) (nur the dan3er o$ (dol(>(n3 (t) o$ 2orsh(pp(n3 the
merel! human) a Peter) or a Paul) or an Apollo- So <od@s <oodness and Mer! are man($ested
e'en (n the (mper$et(ons 2h(h 2e lament (n the mem5ers o$ the Churh- Throu3h her
2ea#ness 2e are healed-

There$ore 2e lo'e our Churh (n sp(te o$) na! ;ust 5eause o$) her poor out2ard appearane-
The Cathol( a$$(rms the Churh ;ust as (t (s- For (n (ts atual $orm the Churh (s to h(m the
re'elat(on o$ the d('(ne Hol(ness) &ust(e and <oodness- The Cathol( does not des(re some (deal
Churh) a Churh o$ the ph(losopher or the poet- Thou3h h(s mother 5e tra'el7sta(ned 2(th lon3

 ;ourne!(n3) thou3h her ountenane 5e $urro2ed 2(th are and trou5le!et) she (s h(s mother-
In her heart 5urns the an(ent lo'e- Out o$ her e!es sh(nes the an(ent $a(th- From her hands $lo2
e'er the an(ent 5less(n3s- .hat 2ould hea'en 5e 2(thout <od/ .hat 2ould the earth 5e
2(thout th(s Churh/ I 5el(e'e (n One Hol! Cathol( and Apostol( Churh-

 N(h(l O5stat: Arthur &- Sanlan) S-T-=- Censor L(5rorum Impr(matur: Patr(# Card(nal Ha!es)
Arh5(shop) Ne2 Yor#- Ne2 Yor#) &anuar! 9+th) 9J*D

Endnotes

#$ %46er wahre und falsche 3eform)% #+0-) p$ ,;$ Paul /ilhelm !on 'eppler *died) #+,.) Bishop of
3otten6urg) was a most influential and re!ered figure in Catholic 8ermany$ The earlier editions of this
6oo were dedicated to him$

,$ P$ @ippert) %Credo)% Vol$ I) #+#) p$ ,$

-$ %5alleus 5aleficarum)% a 6oo written 6y two &ominican inuisitors) 2enry 'ramer and Eames
Sprenger) and pu6lished at Cologne in #;>+) which 6ecame the standard te1t6oo of witchcraft in
8ermany$ An "nglish translation) sumptuously printed) has ust 6een pu6lished *@ondon) #+,>.$




